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T Pv A V E L S 

Into feveral remote Nations of the World. 

PART II. 

A Voyage to Brobdingnac. 


C H A P. I. 

A great Jlarm defcribed, the long-boat fent to fetch wa¬ 
ter, the author goes -with it to di/cover the country. 
He is left on floore, is feized by one of the natives, 
and carried to a farmer’s houfe. His reception, -with 
feveral accidents that happened there. A defeription 
of the inhabitants. 

H AVING been condemned by nature and 
fo mine to an adlive and reftlefs life, in two 
months after my return, I again left my 
native country, and took fhipping in the Downs on 
the 20th day of June 1702, in the Adventure, Capt. 
John Nicholas, aCornilhman, commander, bound 
for Surat. We had a very profperous gale till we 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, where we land* 
Vol. V. A ed 




> GULLIVER’S TRAVELS. Part II. 

ctl for frefh water, but difcovering a leak, we un¬ 
ihipped our goods, and wintered there ; for, the 
captain falling Tick of an ague, we could not leave 
the Cape till the end of March. We then fet fail, 
and had a good voyage till we palled the Streights 
of Madagalcar; but having got northward of that 
ifland, and to about five degrees fouth latitude, the 
winds, which in thofe Teas are obferved to blow a 
conftant equal gale between the north and weft, 
from the beginning of December to the beginning 
of May, on the iqth of April began to blow with 
much greater violence, and more wefterly than u- 
fual, continuing fo for twenty days together, dur¬ 
ing which time, we were driven a little to the eaft 
of the Molucca iflands, and about three degrees 
northward of the line, as our captain found by an 
obfervation he took the 2d of May, at which time 
the wind ceafcd, and it was a perfect calm, where¬ 
at l was not a little rejoiced. But he, being a man 
well experienced in the navigation of thofe leas, bid 
11s all prepare againft a ftorm, which accordingly 
happened the day following: for a fouthern wind, 
called the fouthern monfoon, began to fet in. 

Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our 
fprit fail, and flood by to hand the fore-fail; bur, 
making foul weather, we looked the guns were all 
faft, and handed the mizen. The iliip lay very 
broad off, fo we thought it better fpooning before 
the lea, than trying or hulling. We reeft the fore¬ 
fail and fet him, and hawled aft the fore fheet; the 
helm was hard a-weather. The ftiip wore bravely. 
We belayed the fore-down-hall; but the fail was 
fplit, and we hawled down the yard, and got the fail 
into the fhip, and unbound all the things clear of 
it. It was a very fierce ftorm ; the lea broke ftrange 
and dangerous. We hawled off upon the lanniard 
of the whip.-ft a ff, and helped the man at the helm. 
We would not get down our top-maft, but let all 
ftand, becaufe flic feudded before the lea very well, 

and 
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and we knew that, the top-maft being aloft, the 
fhip was the wholfomer, and made better way thro* 
the fea, feeing we had fea-room. When the ftorm 
was over, we fet fore*fail and main fail, and brought 
the Blip to. Then we fet the mizen, main-top-fail, 
and the fore-to-fail. Our courfe was E. N. E. the 
wind was at S. W. We got the (larboard tacks 
aboard, we c a ft off our weather braces and lifts; 
we fet in the lee-braces* and hauled forward by the 
weather-bowlings, and ha.uled them tight, and be¬ 
layed them, and hawled over the mizen-tack to 
windward, and kept her full and by as near as {he 
would lie. 

During this ftorm, which was followed by a 
ftrong wind W. S. W. we were carried by my com¬ 
putation about five hundred leagues to the E. fo 
that the oldeft failor on board could not tell in what 
part of the world we were. Our provifions held 
out well, our (hip was (launch, and our crew all 
in good health ; but we lay in the utmoft diftrefs 
for water. We thought it beft to hold on the lame 
courfe, rather than turn more northerly, which 
might have brought us to the north weft parts of 
Great Tartary, and into the frozen fea. 

On the 16th of June, 1703, a boy on the top- 
maft difcovered land. On the 17th, wc came in 
full view of a great ifland or continent, (for we 
knew not whether,) on the fouth-fide whereof was 
a fmall neck of land jetting out into the fea, and a 
creek too (hallow to hold a fhip of above one hun¬ 
dred tons. We caft anchor within a league of this 
creek, and our captain fent a dozen of his men well- 
armed in the long boat, with veffels for water, if 
any could be found. 1 defired his leave to go with 
them, that I might fee the country, and make what 
difeoveries I could. When we came to land, we faw 
no river or ipring, nor any fign of inhabitants 
Our men therefore wandered on the (hore to find 
out fome freih water near the fea, and I walked a- 
A 2 lone 
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lone about a mile on the other fide, where I obferv- 
ed the country all barren and rocky. I now began 
to be weary, and, feeing nothing to entertain my 
curioluy. I returned gently down towards the creek ; 
and the lea being lull in my view, I faw our men 
already got into the boat, and rowing for life to the 
lhip. I was going to hollow after them, although 
it had been to little purpofc, when I obferved a 
huge creature walking after them in the fea, as fad 
as lie could; he waded not much deeper than his 
knees, and took prodigious firides; but our men 
had the Hart of him half a league, and, the fea 
thereabouts being full of (harp pointed rocks, the 
monfier was not able to overtake the boat. This I 
%vas afterwards told, for I durft not ftny to fee the 
jTuc of the adventure; but ran as faft as I could 
the way 1 firft went, and then climbed up a fieep 
hill, which gave me fome profpect of the country 
I found it fully cultivated ; but that which firft fur- 
pnled me was the length of the graf S which, in 
thofe grounds that feemed to be kept for hay, was 
about twenty feet high. J 

I fell into a high road, for fo I took it to be, 
though it lerved to the inhabitants only as a foot- 
path through a field of barky. Here I walked on 
for lomc time, but could fee little on either fide, it 
being now near harved, and the corn riling at lead 
forty feet, I was an hour walking to the end of 
this field, which was fenced in with a hedge of at 
halt one hundred and twenty feet high, and the 
trees fo lofty, that I could make no computation of 
their altitude. Ihere was a dile to pals from this 
field into the next. It had four deps, and a done 
to croL over when you came to the uppermod. 

It was lmpodible for me to climb this dile, becaufe 
every dep was fix feet high, and the upper done 
above twenty. I was endeavouring to find I'ome gap 
in the heoge, when I diicovered one of the inhabi- % 
umcs in the next field advancing towards the ftile, 

ct 
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of the fame fize with him whom I faw in the fea 
purluing our boat. He appeared as tall as an or- 
dinary fpire-ftecple, and took about ten yards at 
every ftride, as near as I could guefs. I was firuck 
with the utmofl fear and allonilhment, and ran to 
hide myfclf in the corn, from whence I faw him 
at the top of the ftile, looking back into the next 
held on the right hand, and heard him call in a 
voice many degrees louder than a fpeaking trum¬ 
pet ; but the noife was lo high in the air, “that at 
lit ft I certainly thought it was thunder. Where¬ 
upon (even monfters, like himfelf, came towards 
him with reaping hooks in their hands, each hook 
about the largenefs of fix feythes. Thefe people 
were not fo well clad as the firfl, whole fervants or 
labourets they feemed to be : for, upon fome words 
he fpoke, they went to reap the corn in the field 
where I lay. 1 kept from them at as great a diflance 
as I could, but was forced to move with extreme 
difficulty, for the ftalks of the corn were fometimes 
not above a foot diftant, fo that I could hardly 
fqueeze my body betwixt them. However, I made 
a fhift to go forward, till I came to a part of the 
field where the corn had been laid by the rain and 
wind. Here it was impoffiblc for me to advance a 
ftep; for the ftalks were fo interwoven, that I could 
not creep through, and the beards of the fallen ears 
fo ftrong and pointed, that they pierced through 
my cloaths into my flefh. At the fame time I heard 
the reapers not above an hundred yards behind me. 
Being quite dilpirited with toil, and wholly over¬ 
come by grief and defpair, 1 lay down between two 
ridges, and heartily wilhed I might there end mv 
days. I bemoaned my defolate widow, and fatherleis 
children. I lamented my own folly and wilhilnefs 
in attempting a fecon.l voyage againft the advice of 
all my friends and relations. In this terrible agita¬ 
tion of mind, I could not forbear thinking of t .iili- 
put, whole inhabitants looked upon me as the great- 
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ell prodigy that ever appeared in the world : where 
I was able to draw an imperial fleet in my hand, and 
perform thofc other attions which will be recorded 
for ever in the chronicles of that empire, while po- 
fterity lhall hardly believe them, although attefled 
by millions. I refle&cd what a mortification it mull 
prove to me, to appear as inconflderable in this na¬ 
tion, as one Angle Lilliputian would be among us. 
But this I conceived was to be the lead of my mis¬ 
fortunes : for, as h'fman creatures are obferved to 
be more fivage and cruel, in proportion to their 
bulk, what could I cxpcCl, but to be a morfcl in the 
mouth of the firfl among thefc enormous barbari¬ 
ans, that (hould happen to feize me? Undoubtedly 
philofophers are in the right when they tell us, that 
nothing is great or little otherwife than by compa- 
ri'on. It might have pleafed fortune to have let 
the Lilliputians find fome nation, where the people 
were as diminitive, with refpeCl to them, as they 
were to me. And who knows but that even this 
prodigious race of mortals might be equally over¬ 
matched in fome diflant part of the world, where¬ 
of we have yet no difeovery. 

Scared and confounded as I was, I could not for¬ 
bear going on with thefe reflections, when one of 
the reapers, approaching within ten yards of the 
ridge where 1 lay, made me apprehend, that, with 
the next ficp, I fhould be fquafhed to death under 
his foot, or cut in two with his reaping hook. And 
therefore, when he was again about to move, I 
/'creamed as loud as fear could make me. Where¬ 
upon the huge creature trod fhorr, and, looking 
round about under him, for fome time, at lafl el- 
pied me as I lay on the ground. He confidered a 
while with the caution of one who endeavours to 
lay hold on a fmail dangerous animal, in fuch a 
manner that it fhall net be able either to fcratch or 
to bite him, as I myfelf have fometimes done with a 
wealcl in England. At length he ventured to take 
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me up behind by the middle, between his fore-finger 
and thumb, and brought me within three yards of 
his eyes, that he might behold my fhape more per- 
icdlly. I guelled his meaning, and my good fortune 
gave me To much prefence of mind, that I relolved 
not to ftruggle in the leaft as he held me in the air, 
above fixty feet from the ground, although he 
grievoufly pinched my Tides, for fear I fhould flip 
through his fingers. Ali I ventured was, to raife 
mine eyes towards the fun, and place my hands to¬ 
gether in a luppiicating potture, and to fpeak fomc 
words in an humble melancholy tone, luitable to 
the condition 1 then was in. iov I apprehended 
every moment that he would dafli me againft the 
ground, as we ufually do any little hateful animal, 
which we have a-mind to dettroy *. Hut my good 
ftar would have it, that he appeared pleafed with 
my voice and gettures, and began to look upon me 
as a curioliry, much wondering to hear me pro¬ 
nounce articulate words, although he could not 
underhand them. In the mean time, I was not 
able to forbear groaning and fhedding tears, and 
turning my head towards my Tides; letting him 
know, as well as I could, how cruelly I was hurt 
by the prtiTure of his thumb and finger. He Teem¬ 
ed to apprehend my meaning ; for, lifting up the 
lappet of his coat, he put me gently into it, and 
immediately ran along with me to his matter, who 
was a fubftantial farmer, and the fame perfon I had 
firft feen in the field. 

The farmer having (as I fuppofe by their talk,) 
received fuch an account of me as his lervant could 
give him, took a piece of a lmall ft raw, about the 


* Our inattention to the felicity of fenfitive heines merely becau c 
they are fmall, is here forcibly reproved : IVlanv have wan'onlv crulh- 
<d an inf, cl, who would fhudder at cutting the throat ol a dogj but 
it fliould always be remembered, that the leal! of thefe 
“ In mortal luft'erance feels a pang as great 
c ’ As vfhen a giant dies. 
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fizeof a walking-daft', nnd therewith lifted up the 
lappets of my coat ; which it Teems he thought to 
be Tome kind of covering that Nature had given 
me. He blew my hairs a fide to take a better view 
of my face. He called his hinds about him, and 
alk.ed them, (as I afterwards learned,) whether they 
had ever fecn in the fields, any little creature that 
refembled me: he then placed me Toftly on the 
ground upon all four, but I got immediately up, 
and walked (lowly backwards and forwards, to let 
thofc people Tee I had no intent to run away. They 
all fat down in a circle about me, the better to ob- 
ferve my motions. I pulled off my hat, and made 
a low bow towardsthe farmer. I fell on my knees, 
and lifted up my hands and eyes, and (poke feveral 
words as loud as 1 could : I took a purfe of gold 
out of my pocket, and humbly prefenced it to him. 
He received it on the palm of his hand, then ap¬ 
plied it clofe to his eye to fee what it was, and af¬ 
terwards turned it feveral times with the point of a 
pin, (which he took out of his fleeve,) but could 
make nothing of it. Whereupon 1 made a fign that 
he Ihould place his hand on the ground. I then 
took the purfe, and, opening it, poured all the gold 
into his palm. There were fix Spanifli pieces^ of 
four piftoles each, befides twenty or thirty fmaller 
coins. I faw him wet the tip of his little finger 
upon his tongue, and take up one of my largeft 
pieces, ar.d then another, but he Teemed to be whol¬ 
ly ignorant what they were. He made me a fign to 
put them again into my purfe, and the purfe again 
into my pocket, which, after offering i: to him fe¬ 
veral times, 1 thought it beft to do. 

The farmer by this time was convinced I muft be 
a rational creature. He fpoke often to me, but the 
iound of his voice pierced my ears like that cf a 
water-mill, yet his words were articulate enough. 

1 an five red as loud as I could in feveral languages, 
and he o.'ten laid his car within two vards of me ; 

but 
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but all in vain, for we were wholly unintelligible 
to each other. Pie then fent his fervants to their 
work, and taking his handkerchief out of his poc¬ 
ket, he doubled and fpread it on his left hand, 
which he placed flat on the ground, with the palm 
upwards, making me a fign to flep into it, as I could 
eafily do, for it was not above a foot in thicknefs. 

I thought it my part to obey, and, for fear of fall¬ 
ing, laid myfelf at full length upon the handker¬ 
chief, with the remainder of which he lapped me 
up to the head for farther fecurity, and in this man¬ 
ner carried me home to his houfe. There he call¬ 
ed his wife, and (hewed me to her : but (he fcream- 
ed and ran back, as women in England do at the 
fight of a toad or a fpider. However, when fhe 
had a while feen my behaviour, and how well I ob- 
ferved the figns her hufband made, fhe was foon 
reconciled, and by degrees grew extremely tender 
of me. 

It was about twelve at noon, and a fervant 
brought in dinner. It was only one fubftantial difh 
of meat (fit for the plain condition of an hufband- 
frian) in a difh of about four and twenty feet diame¬ 
ter. The company were the farmer and his wife, 
three children and an old grandmother : when they 
were fat down, the farmer placed me at fome dis¬ 
tance from him on the table, which was thirty feet 
high from the floor. I was in a terrible fright, and 
kept as far as I could from the edge for fear of 
falling. The wife minced a bit of meat, then 
crumbled fome bread on a trencher, and placed it 
before me. I made her a low bow, took out my 
knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave them 
exceeding delight. The miftrefs fent her maid for 
a fmall dram-cup, which held about two gallons, 
and tilled it with drink ; I took up the veflel with 
much difficulty in both hands, and in a moff re- 
fpeclful manner drank to her Ladyfhip’s health, 
expreffing the words as loud as I could in Englifh, 
Voi. V. B which 
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which made the company laugh fo heartily, that I 
was almoft deafened with the noife. This li t) uor 
tailed like a (mall cyder, and was not unpleafant. 
1 hen the mailer made me a fign to come to his 
trencher fide; but as I walked on the table, bcin" 
in great furprize all the time, as the indulgent read- 
er will eaitly conceive and excufe, I happened to 
Rumble again It a cruft, and fell flat on my face, 
out received no hurt. I got up immediately, anil 
oblerving the good people to be in much concern, 
l took my hat (which I held under my arm out of 
good manners,) and, waving it over mv head, made 
three huzzas, to (hew I had got no mifehief bv my 
tall But advancing forwards toward my mafter, 
(as I (lull henceforth call him,) his voungeft fon, 
who lat next him, an arch boy of about ten years 
old, took me up by the legs, and held me fo high 
in the air, that I trembled every limb; but his fa¬ 
ther matched me from him, and at the fame time 
gave him luch a box on the left ear, as would have 
felled an European troop of horfe to the earth, or- 
dertng him to be taken from the table But being 
afraid the boy might owe me a fpight, and well re¬ 
membering how mifehievous all children among 
us naturally are to fparrows, rabbits, young kit¬ 
tens, and puppy dogs, I fell on my knees! and 
pointing to the boy, made my mafter to underftand, 
as wed as I could, that I delired his fon might be 
pardoned. 1 he father complied, and the lad took 
hts (cat again ; whereupon I went to him and kif- 
Jfd h » hand, which my mafter took, and made him 
ltroak me gently with it. 

In the midft of dinner, my miflrefs’s favourite 
cat leapt into her lap. I heard a noife behind me 
like that of a dozen ftocking- weavers at work • 
and, turning my head, I found it proceeded from 
the purring of that animal, whofeemed to be three 
times larger than an ox, as I computed by the view 
ot her head, and one of her paws, while her mis- 

trefs 
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trefs was feeding and ftroaking her. The fiercenefs 
of this creature’s countenance altogether difcom- 
pofed me ; though I hood at the further end of 
the tabie, above fifty feet off; and although my 
miftrefs held her fait, for fear ihe might give a 
fpring, and feize me in her talons. But it happen¬ 
ed there was no danger ; for the cat took not the 
leaf! notice of me, when my mailer placed me with¬ 
in three yards of her. And as I have been always 
told, and found true by experience in my travels, 
that flying or difeovering fear before a fierce animal 
is a certain way to make it purfue or attack you, 16 
I refolved in this dangerous jun&urc to ihew no 
manner of concern. 1 walked with intrepidity five 
or fix times before the very head of the cat, and 
came within half a yard of her; whereupon fbe 
drew herfelf back, as if fhe were more afraid of 
me : 1 had lei's apprehenfion concerning the dogs, 
whereof three or four came into the room, as it is 
ulual in farmers houfes; one of which was a maitiff 
equal in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound 
fomewhat taller than the maitiff, but not fo large. 

When dinner was almoft done, the nurfe came 
in with a child of a year old in her arms, who im¬ 
mediately fpied me, and began a fquall, that you 
might have heard from London-bridge to Cheliea, 
after the ulual oratory of infants to get me for a 
play thing. The mother out of pure indulgence 
took me up, and put me towards the child, who 
prefently fei^ed me by the middle, and got my head 
into his mouth, where I roared fo loud, that the 
urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I ihould 
infallibly have broke my neck, if tne mother had 
not held her apron under me. The nurfe to quiet 
her babe made ule of a rattle, which was a kind of 
hollow veffcl filled with great flones, and faftened 
by a cable to the child's waifi : but all in vain, fo 
that Ihe was forced to apply the lafl remedy by giv 
ing it fuck. I mu ft confefs no objett ever diigulltd 
B 2 me 
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me fo much as the fight of her monftrous bread, 
which I cannot tell what to compare with, fo as to 
give the curious reader an idea of its bulk, fhapc, 
and colour. It flood prominent fix feet, and could 
not be lei's than lixteen in circumference. The nip¬ 
ple was about half the bignefs of my head, and the 
hue both of that and the dug fo varified with fpots, 
pimples, and freckles, that nothing could appear 
more naufeous : for I had a near fight of her, flic 
fitting down, the more conveniently to give luck, 
and I (landing on the table. This made me reflect 
upon the fair fkins of our Englifii ladies, who ap¬ 
pear fo beautiful to us, onlybccaufe they are of our 
own fize, and their deft&s not to be feen but thro* 
a magnifying-glafs, where vve find by experiment, 
that the finoothed and whiteft fkins look rough and 
coarfe, and ill-coloured. 

I remember, when I was at Lilliput, the complexions 
of thofe diminutive people appeared to n.c the fair¬ 
ed in the world; and talking upon this fubjecl with 
a perfon of learning there, who was an intimate 
friend of mine, he laid, that my face appeared much 
fairer and finoother when he looked on me from 
the ground, than it did upon a nearer view when I 
took him up in my hand and brought him clofe, 
which he confefild was at firll a very (hocking fight. 
He faid he could difeever great holes in my thin ; 
that the flumps of my beard were ten times llrong- 
er than the bridles of a boar, and my complexion 
made up of fcveral colours altogether difagreeable : 
although 1 mud beg leave to fay for myfelf, that I 
am as fair as moft of my fex and country, and very 
little fun burnt by all my travels. On the other 
fide, dilcourfing of the ladies in that Emperor's 
court, he ufed to tell me, one had freckles, ano¬ 
ther too wide a mouth, a third too large a nofe, 
nothing of which I was able to diftinguiih. I con- 
fefs, this reflexion was obvious enough ; which 
however I could not forbear, left the reader might 

think 
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think thofe vaft creatures were adlually deformed : 
for 1 mu ft do them juftice to fay, they are a come¬ 
ly race of people ; and particularly the features of 
my mailer’s countenance ; although he were but a 
farmer, when I beheld him from the height of fix- 
ty feet, appeared very well t proportioned. 

When dinner was done, my mailer went out to 
his labourers, and, as I could difcover by his voice 
and geffure, gave his wife a ftrift charge to take 
care of me. 1 was very much tired, and difpolcd 
to fleep, which my miftrefs perceiving, flic put me 
on her own bed, and covered me with a clean white 
handkerchief, but larger and coarfer than the main- 
fail of a man of war. 

I flept about two hours, and dreamed I was at 
home with my wife and children, which aggravat¬ 
ed my forrows when I awaked, and found myfclf 
alone in a vaft room, between two and three hun¬ 
dred feet wide, and above two hundred high, lying 
in a bed twenty yards wide. My millrefs was gone 
about her hou (hold-affairs, and had locked me in. 
The bed was eight yards from the floor. Some na¬ 
tural neceflities required me to get down ; I durft 
not prefume to call, and, if I had, it would have 
been in vain with fuch a voice as mine, at fo great 
a diftance as from the room where I lay to the 
kitchen where the family kept. While I was un¬ 
der thefe circumstances, two rats crept up the cur¬ 
tains, and ran knelling backwards and forwards on 
the bed. One of them came up almoft to my face, 
whereupon I rofe in a fright, and drew out my hang¬ 
er 10 defend myfelf. Thefe horrible animals had 
the boldnefs to attack me on both Sides, and one 
of them held his fn*e-feet at my collar ; but I had 
the good fortune to rip up his belly, before he could 
do me any mifehief. He fell down at my feet, and 
the other, feeing the fate of his comrade, made his 
efcape, but not without one good wound on the 
back, which I gave him as he fled, and made the 

blood 
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blood run tricHlv iom him. After this exploit, 
I walked gend) to and fro on the bed to recover 
mv breath, at d lots of fpiri:s Thcfe creatures were 
of the iize of a large mafiiff, but infinitely more 
nimble and tierce, fo that, if I had taken off my 
belt befoic I went to fLep, I mult have infallibly 
been torn to pieces and devoured. I meafured the 
tall of the dead rat, and found it to be two yards 
long, wanting an inch ; but it went againft my fio- 
mach to drag the cajrcalc off the bed, where it lay 
Rill bleeding ; 1 oblcived it had yet form life, but, 
w th a ftrong flalh crols the neck, I thoroughly 
difpatcfaed it. 

Soon after my miftrefs came into the room, 
who, feeing me all bloody, ran and took me up in 
her hand. I pointed to the dead rat, fmiling and 
making other iigns to (hew I was not hurt, where¬ 
at fiie was extremely rejoiced, calling the maid to 
take up the dead rat with a pair of tongs, and throw 
it out of the window. Then file fet me on a table, 
where I (hewed her my hanger all bloody, and, 
wiping it on the lappet of my coat, returned it to 
the fcabbnrd. I was preffed to do more than one 
thing, which another could not do for me, and 
therefore endeavoured to make my miftrefs under¬ 
hand, that 1 defiied to be let down on the floor ; 
which, after (he had done, my bafiifulnefs would 
not fuffer me to exprefs rnyiclf farther, than by 
pointing to the door, and bowing f'everal times. 
The good woman, with much difficulty, at laft 
perceived what i would be at, and taking me up a- 
gain in her hand, walked into the garden, where 
Ihe fet me down. I went on one fide about two 
hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to lock 
or to follow me, I hid myfelf between two leaves of 
forrei, and there difcharged the neceffities of na¬ 
ture. 

I hope the gentle reader will cxcufe me for dwel¬ 
ling on theft and the like particulars, which, how¬ 
ever 
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ever infignificant they may appear to groveling vul¬ 
gar minds, yet will certainly help a philofopher to 
enlarge his thoughts and imagination, and apply 
them to the benefit of public as well a-s private life, 
which was my foie d fign in prefenting this and o- 
ther accounts of my travels to the woild; wherein 
I have been chiefly ltudious of truth, withour af¬ 
fecting any ornaments of learning or of llyle. But 
the whole feene of this voyage made fo ltrong an 
impreflion on my mind, and is fo deeply fixed in 
my memory, that, in committing it to paper, I did 
not omit one material circumftance : however, up¬ 
on a ffri£t review, I blotted out feveral paflages of 
lefs moment which were in my firft copy, for fear 
of being cenfured as tedious and trifling, whereof 
travellers are often, perhaps not without jultice, 
acculed. 








CHAP. II. 

A dfeription of the farmer s daughter. The author 
carried to a market-town, and then to the metropolis 
The particulars of his journey, 

M Y miftrefs had a daughter of nine years old, 
a child of towardly parts for her age,* very 
dexterous at her needle, and fkilful in drelling her 
baby. Her mother and Ihe contrived to fit up the 
baby's cradle for me againfl night: the cradle was 
put into a fmall drawer of a cabinet, and the drawer 
placed upon a hanging fliclf for fear of the rats. 
This was my bed all the time I flayed with tliol'e 
people, though made more convenient by degrees, 
as I began to learn their language, and make my 
wants known. This young girl was fo hardy, that, 
alter I had once or twice pulled off my cioaths be¬ 
fore 
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fore her, fhe was able to drefs and undrefs me, 
though I never gave her that tremble, wlum ihc 
would let me do either myfelf. She made me feven 
fliirts, and fome other linen, of as fine cloth as 
could be got, which indeed was coarfer than fack- 
cloth ; and thefe fhe conttantly wafhed for me with 
her own hands. Site was likewife my fchoolmis- 
trefs to teach me the language : when 1 point¬ 
ed to any thing, ihe told me the name of it in her 
own tongue, lo that in a few days I was able to call 
for whatever I had a mind to. She was very good- 
natured, and not above forty feet high, being little 
for her age. She gave me the name of Chil(hig i 
which the family took up, and afterwards the whole 
kingdom. The word imports what the Latins call 
rannuculus , the Italians homuncelctino , and the Eng- 
li!h mannikin. To her I chicilv owe my preferva- 
tion in that country : we never parted while I was 
there ; I called her my Glumdalclitch, or little nurfe\ 
and (hould be guilty of great ingratitude, if 1 omit¬ 
ted this honourable mention of her care and affec¬ 
tion towards me, which I heartily wifh it lay in my 
power to requite as fhe deferves, inttead of being 
the innocent, but unhappy inttrument of her dil- 
grace, as I have too much reafon to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in the 
neighbourhood, that my matter had found a ttrange 
animal in the field, about thebignefsof a fplacknuck , 
but exactly ihaped in every part like a human crea¬ 
ture ; which it likewife imitated in all its actions ; 
feerned to fpeak in a little language of its own, had 
already learned feveral words of theirs, went erect 
upon two legs, was tame and gentle, would come 
when it was called, do whatever it was bill, had the 
ttnett limbs in the world, and a complexion fairer 
than a nobleman’s daughter of three years old. 
Another farmer, who lived hard by, and was a 
particular friend of my matter, came on a viflc on 
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purpofc to enquire into the truth of this ttory I 
was immediatoly produced, and placed upon a ta¬ 
ble, where I walked as I was commanded, drew my 
hanger, put it up again, made my reverence to my 
matter* gueft, alked him in his own language how 
he did, and <toid him he was welcome, jutt as my 
Unite nurfe had irrttruftcd me. This man, who w^s 
old and dim-lighted, put on his fpeftacles to behold 
me bettei, at which 1 could not forbear laughing 
very heartily, for his eyes appeared like the full 
moon fhining into a chamber at two windows. Our 
people, who dilcovered the caufe of my mirth, 
bore me company in laughing, at which the old 
fellow was fool enough to be angry and out of 
countenance. He had the char after of a great mi- 
fer, and, to my misfortune, he well delerved it, 
by the curfcd advice he gave my matter, to fbew 
me as a fight upon a market day in the next town, 
which was half an hour’s riding, about two and 
twenty miles from our houle. I gueffcd there was 
fome mifchief contriving, when I obierved my ma¬ 
tter and his friend whispering long together, lome- 
times pointing at me ; and my fears made me fancy, 
that I overheard and underftood fome of their 
words. But the next morning Glumdalclitch, my 
little nurfe, told me the whole matter, which (he 
had cunningly picked our from her mother. The 
poor giil laid me on her bolom, and fell a weeping 
with 111 a me and grief. She apprehended lb me mis¬ 
chief would happen to me from rude vulgar foiks, 
who might fquecze me to death, or break one of 
my limbs by taking me in their hands. She had 
alio obfervtd how modeft I was in my nature, how 
nicelv I regarded my honour, and what an indigni¬ 
ty I ihould conceive it to be expofed for money as 
a public !peftacle to the meaneft of the people. She 
faid, her papa and mama had promised that Grild- 
r ia ihould be hers, but now (he found they meant 
to°ierve her as they did laft year, when they pre- 
Vo L. V. C tended 
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tended to give her a lamb, and yet, as foon as it was 
fat, fold it to a butcher. For my own part, I may 
trulv affirm, that I was lefs concerned than my 
nurle. I had a ftrong hope, which never left me, 
that 1 fhould one day recover my liberty; and, as 
to the ignominy of being carried about for a mon¬ 
ger, I conlidered myfelf to be a perfedl Granger in 
the country, and that fuch a misfortune could ne¬ 
ver be charged upon me as a reproach, if ever I 
fhould return to England ; fince the King of Great 
Britain himfelf, in my condition, mull have under¬ 
gone the fame dillrefs. 

% mailer, purluant to the advice of his friend, 
carried me in a box the next market-day, to the 
neighbouring town, and took along with him his 
little daughter, my nurfe, upon a pillion behind 
him 1 he box was dole on every fide, with a lit¬ 
tle door for me to go in and out, and a few gimlet- 
holes to let in air. I he girl had been fo careful as 
to put the quilt of her baby’s bed into it, for me to 
lie down on. However, I was terribly fhaken and 
dilcompofed in this journey, though it were but of 
hall an hour. For the horfe went about forty feet 
at every llep, and trotted fo high, that the agita¬ 
tion was equal to the riling and falling of a fiiip in 
a great {lorm, but^nuch more frequent: our jour¬ 
ney was lomewhat farther than from London to St. 
Alban’s My mailer alighted at an inn which he 
uled to frequent; and, after confulting a while with 
the inn keeper, and making fome necefiary prepar¬ 
ations, he hired the grultrud , or crier, to give no¬ 
tice through the town, of a fixange creature to be 
feen at the fign of the Green Eagle, not fo big as a 
Jplacnuck (an animal in that country very finely ihap- 
ed, about fix feet long,) and in every parr of the 
body refembling an human creature, could (peak 
ieyeral words, and perform an hundred diverting 
tricks. ‘ ® 

I was placed upon a tabic in the largeft room of 
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the inn, which might be near three hundred feet 
fquare. My little nurfe flood on a low ftool clofe 
to the table, to take care of me, and direct what I 
fhould do. My mailer, to avoid a croud, would 
fuffer only thirty people at a time to fee me. I 
walked about on the table as the girl commanded : 
fhe alked me queftions, as far as (lie knew my un- 
derftanding ot the language reached, and I aniwer- 
ed them as loud as I could. I turned about feveral 
times to the company, paid my humble refpefts, 
faid they were welcome, and uled fome other ipeech- 
es I had been taught. I took up a thimble filled 
with liquor, which Glumdalclitch had given me for 
a cup, and drank their health. I drew out my 
hanger, and flourilhed with it after the manner ot 
fencers in England. My nurfe gave me pait of a 
ftraw, which 1 exercifed as a pike, having learned 
the art in my youth. I was that day (hewn to 
twelve fets of company, and as often forced to act 
over again the fame fopperies, till I was half dead 
with wearinefs and vexation. For thofe who had 
feen me made fuch wonderful reports, that the peo¬ 
ple were ready to break down the doors to come in. 
My mafter, for his own intereft, would not fuffer 
anyone to touch me, except .my nurfe ; and, to 
prevent danger, benches were fet round the table 
at fuch a diftance, as to put me out ofr every body’s 
reach. However, an unlucky fchool boy aimed a 
hazel nut dire&ly at my head, which very narrow¬ 
ly miffed me; otherwife, it came with fo much vi¬ 
olence, that it would have infallibly knocked out 
my brains, for it was almoft as large as a Imall pom- 
pion : but I had the fatisfattion to fee the young 
rogue well beaten, and turned out of the room. 

My mafter gave public notice, that he would fhew 
me again the next market-day, and in the mean 
time he prepared a more convenient vehicle for me, 
which he had reafon enough to do; for I was fo 
tired with my firft journey, and with entertaining 
C 2 company 
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company for eight hours together, that l could 
hardly ftand upon my legs,, or (peak a word. It 
was at le-aft three day.-, before I recovered, my 
lirength and that I might have no reft at home, 
all the neighbouring gentlemen, from an hundred 
niiles round, heat ing of my fame, cante to fee me 
at my mafter s own houle. There could not be 
ft er than thirty perfons with their- wives aud chil>. 
drtn, (for the country is very populous) ; and mw 
malk-r demanded the rate of a full room,' whenever 
he (hewed uie at home, although it were only ro a 
ltngle family : fo that lor fonts time I had but little 
cafe every day of .he week, (except VVcdneldav, 
whidj is their Sabbath,) although 1 were uot carri¬ 
ed to the town. 


My mafter, finding how profitable I was like to 
be, refolvcd to cany me to the moft confiderabie 
cities of the kingdom. Having therefore provided 
htmfclf with all things necelTary. for a long journev, 
and lettled^isjHairs at home, he took Lave o£ his 
wife, and upon the 17th of Auguft, 1.703,. about 
two months after my arrival, we let out lor the me¬ 
tropolis, lituared near the middle of that empire, 
and about three thou/and miles didance from our 
houle : my mafter made his daughter Glumd.ddiu.li 
ride behind him. She carried me on her lap in a 
box tied about her waift. The girl had lined it 00 
all fides with the fofteft cloth flie could get, well 
tjuihed underneath, furniflied it with her* baby’s bed 
provided me with linen and o:her neccdfiiiie-s, and 
made every thing as convenient as (he could. We 
had no-other company but a boy of the houle, who 
rode after us with the luggage. 

My matter’s defign was to iliew me in all the 
towns by the way, and to ftep out of the road for 
htty or an hundred miles, to any village, or perfon 
of quaky s houle, where he might expert cuftom. 

' e m ide eafy journies of not above feven or eiuht 
f.o.-e miles a day: for Glumdalclitcb, on purpofe 
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to fpare me, complained fhe was tired with the 
trotting of the horfe. Sue often took me our of 
my box at my own defire, to give me air, and ihew 
me the country, but always held me fa ft by a l.ad- 
ing-ftring. We palled over five or iix rivers many 
degrees broader and deeper than the iMle, or the 
Ganges ; and there was hardly a rivulet To i'mall as 
the Thames at London-bricige. We were ten weeks 
in our journey, and I was lhcwn in eighteen large 
towns, befides many villages and private families. 

On the 26th of October, we arrived at the me 
tropoljs, called in their language crbrulgrvd , or 
Pride of the Univerfe. My matter rook a lodging 
in the principal ftreet of the city, not far from the 
royal palace, and put out bills in the uJual form, 
containing an exa£t defeription of my perfon and 
parts fie hired a large room between three and 
four hundred feet wide. He provided a table lixty 
feet in diameter, upon which I was to act my part, 
and pallifadoed it round three feet fiom the edge,, 
and as many high, to prevent my tailing over. I 
was fhewn ten times a-day, to the wonder and (a- 
tisfaclion of ail people Lcould now fpcak the lan¬ 
guage tolerably well, and perfectly underflood eve¬ 
ry word that was Ipoken to me. B lidts, I had 
learned their alphabet, and could make a Ihift to 
explain a fentence here and there ; for G.umdal- 
clitch had been my inftru&or while we were at 
home, and at leilure-hours during our journey. 
She carried a little book in her pocket, not much 
larger than a Samfau’s Atlas; it was a common 
treaiife for the ufe of young girls, giving a fhort 
account of their religion : out of this the taught me 
my letters, and interpreted the words. 


C H A r« 
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CHAP. III. 

The author Jent for to court. The Queen buys him of 
his in ft” the farmcr y and frcfcnts him to the King. 
He difpu/es with his Majefty's great fcholars, An 
apmtment at court provided for the author. He is 
in high favour with the Queen, He fands up for 
the honour of his own country. His quarrels with 
the Queen's daarf, 

r T^E!E frequent labours I underwent everyday, 
made in few weeks a very considerable change 
in my health : the more my matter got by me, the 
more infatiable he grew, i had quite lott my tto- 
mach, and was almott reduced to a Skeleton. The 
farmer obferved it. and, concluding I mutt foon 
die, refolved to make as good a hand of me as he 
could. While he was thus reafoning and refolving 
with himfelf, a fardral y or gentleman-ufher, came 
from court, commanding my matter to carry me 
immediately thither for the diverfion of the queen 
and her ladies. Some of the latter had already been 
to fee me, and reported ttrange things of my beau¬ 
ty, behaviour, and good fenfe. Her Majcfty, and 
rhofe who attended her, were beyond mealure de¬ 
lighted with my demeanour. I fell on my knees, 
and begged the konour of kitting her imperial foot; 
but this gracious princefs held out her little finger 
towards me, (after I was fet on a table,) which I 
embraced in both my arms, and put the tip of it 
with the utmofr refpett to my lip. She made me 
fome general queftions about my country, and my 
travels, which I anfwered as distinctly, and in as 
few word* as I could. She afked, whether I would 
be content to live at court. 1 bowtd down to the 
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board of the table, and humbly an! werd, that I was 
my maker’s {lave ; but, if I were at my own difpo- 
fal, I fhould be proud to devote my life to her Ma- 
jefty’s fervice. bhc then alked my mafter, whether 
he were willing to fell me at a good price. He, who 
apprehended I could not live a month, was ready 
enough to part with me, and demanded a thoufand 
pieces of gold, which were ordered him on the 
fpot, each piece being about the bignefs of eight 
hundred moydores ; but, allowing lor the propor¬ 
tion of all things between that country and Europe, 
and the high price of gold among them, was hard¬ 
ly fo great a fum as a thoufand guineas would be in 
England. I then faid to the Queen, fince I was 
now her Majefty’s mod humble creature and vafial, 

I muft beg the favour, that Glumdalclitch, who 
had always tended me with fo much care and kind- 
nefs, and underftood to do it fo well, might be ad¬ 
mitted into her fervice, and continue to be my 
nurfe and inftrudtor. Her Majefty agreed to my 
petition, and eafily got the farmer’s confent, who 
was glad enough to have his daughter preferred at 
court, and the poor girl herfelf was not able to 
hide her joy : my late mafter withdrew, bidding 
me farewell, and faying he had left me in a good 
fervice ; to which I replied not a word, only mak¬ 
ing him a flight bow. 

The Queen obferved my coldnefs, and, when the 
farmer was gone out of the apartment, afked me 
the reafon. 1 made bold to tell her Majefty, that 
1 owed no other obligation to my late mafter, than 
his not dalhing out the brains of a poor harmlefs 
creature found by chance in his field ; which obli¬ 
gation was amply recompenfed by the gain he had 
made in fhewingme through hall the kingdom, and 
the price he had now fold me for. That the life I had 
lincc led, was laborious enough to kill an animal of 
ten times my l'trength. That my health was much 
impaired by the continual drudgery of entertaining 





24 GULUVER’s TRAVELS. PartII. 

the rabble cveiy hour of the day, and that, if my 
matter had not thought my life in danger, her Ma- 
jetty would not have got fo cheap a bargain. But 
ns i was out of all fear of being ill treated under the 
protection of fo great nod good an emprefs, the or¬ 
nament of nature, the darling of the world, the de¬ 
light of her iubjrCts, the phoenix of the creation ; 
fo, 1 hoped my late matter’s apprehenttons would 
appear to be groundlcfs, for 1 already found my 
ipirhs to revive ny the influence of her molt auguii: 
prefence. 

I his was the fum of my fpeech, delivered with 
great improprieties and hefiution ; the latter part 
was altogether framed in the ftyle peculiar to that 
people, whereof I learned lome phrafesfrom Gium- 
dalclitch, while (he was carrying me to court. 

The Queen, giving great allowance lor my de- 
fcCtivends in {peeking, was however furprifed at fo 
much wit and good lenfe in fo diminutive an ani¬ 
mal. She rook me in her own hand, and carried 
me to the King, who was then retired to his cabi¬ 
net. His Majcfty, a prince of much gravity and 
nuftere countenance, not well obferving my fhape 
at firft view, afkcd the Qneen after a cold manner, 
how long it wus fmcc fhe grew fond of a fplacnuck ; 
forfuch it feems he took me to be, as 1 lay upon 
my breaft in her Majetty's right hand. But this 
princcis, who hath an infinite deal of wit and hu¬ 
mour, fet me gendy on my feet upon the fetutore, 
and commanded me to give his Majcfty an account 
of mvfclf, which I did in a very few words ; and 
Glumdalclitch, who attended at the cabinet-door, 
and could not endure I fhoukl be out of her fight, 
being admitted, confirmed all that had pulled from 
my arrival at her father’s houfe. 

The King, ahhough he be as learned a perfon as 
any in bis dominions, had been educated in the ihi- 
dv of phil fopby and particularly mathematics ; 
yet when he obfcived my fhape exacliv, and law me 
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walk eredt, before I began to fpeak, conceived I might 
be a piece of clock-work, (which is in that ccun, 
try arrived to a very great perfection,) contrived by 
fome ingenious art ill. But when he heard my 
voice, and found what I delivered to be regular and 
rational, he could not conceal his aftonifhment. He 
was by no means fatisfied with the relation I gave 
him of the manner I came into his kingdom, but 
thought it a ftory concerted between Glumdalclitch 
and her father, who had taught me a fet of words 
to make me fell at a better price. Upon this ima¬ 
gination he put feveral other queftions to me, ancl 
ftill received rational anfwers, no otherwife defect 
live than by a foreign accent, and an imperfeCt 
knowledge in the language, with fome ruftic phra- 
fes, which I had learned at the farmer’s houfe, and 
did not luit the polite ftyle of a court. 

His Majefly lent for three great fcholars, who 
were then in their weekly waiting according to the 
cuftom in that country. Thefe gentlemen, after 
they had a while examined my fhape with much 
nicetv, were of difierent opinions conceining me. 
They all agreed, that I could not be produced ac¬ 
cording to the regular laws of nature, becaufe I was 
not framed with a capacity of preferving my life 
either by fwiftnefs, or climbing of trees, or digging 
holes in the earth. They obferved by my teeth, which 
they viewed with great exa&nefs, that I was a car¬ 
nivorous animal; yet moft quadrupeds being an 
Overmatch for me, and field mice with fome others 
too nimble, they could not imagine how I fhould 
be able to fupport myfelf, unleis I fed upon 1 nails 
and other inledts, which they offered, by many 
learned arguments, to evince that I could not pot- 
libly do *. One of thefe virtuoll l'eemed to think that 
1 I might 

* Bv this reifoning the author probably intended to ridicule the 
pride ofthofe philofopners, v.ho have thought fit to arraign the vvtf- 
<j..,ni of Pruv.dence in the creation and government of the world; 
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I might be an embryo, or abortive birth. But this 
opinion was rejected by the other two, who obferv- 
ed my limbs to be perfcfl and finifhed, and that I 
had lived ftveral years, as it was manifeft from my 
beard, the flumps whereof they plainly dilcovercd 
through a magnifying glafs. They would not allow 
me to be a dwarf, becaufe my littlenefs was beyond 
all degrees of comparifon ; for the (Queen’s favour¬ 
ite dwarf, the fmallefl ever known in that kingdom, 
was near thirty feet high. After much debate they 
concluded unanimoully, that I was only rclplum feat - 
cath , which is interpeted literally Iv/us nature ; a 
determination cxa&ly agreeable to the modern phi- 
lofophy of Europe, whole profeflors, difdaining the 
old evafion of occult caujes , whereby the followers 
of Ariflotle er.deavoured in vain to difguife their 
ignorance, have invented this wonderful folution 
of all difficulties, to the unfpeakable advancement 
of human knowledge. 

After this decifive cor.cltinon I entreated to be 
heard a word or two. I applied myfelf to the King, 
and allured his hlajelly, that I came from a coun¬ 
try, which abounded with feveral millions of both 
fexes and of my own ftature; where the animals, 
trees, and houfes, were all in proportion, and where 
by conkquence I might be as able to defend myfelf, 
and to find fullenance, as any of his Majefly’s 
fubje&s could do here; which I took for a full 
anfwer to thofe gentlemens arguments. To this 
they only replied with a fmile of contempt, faying, 
that the farmer had inflrufted me very well iu my 
leflbn *. I he King, who had a much better un- 
derftanding, difmifting his learned men, fent for 
the farmer, who by good fortune was not yet gone 
out of town ; having therefore rirfl examined him 

y hofe cavils are fpeciou*, like thofe of the Brobcingnagian 1‘ages, only 
in proportion to the ignorance of tnofe to whom they are propofed. 

* This fatire is levelled againft all, who rejeCt thofe fatts for which 
they cannot perfectly account, notwithftand'ing the abfurdity of re¬ 
jecting the tefhmony by which they are fupported. 
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privately, and then confronted him with me and the 
young girl, his Majelty began to think that whac 
we told him might poflibly be true. He detired the 
Queen to order, that a particular care Ihould be 
taken of me, and was of opinion, that Glumdal¬ 
clitch fhould Hill continue in her office of tending 
me, becaufe he obferved we had a great affection 
for each other. A convenient apartment was pro¬ 
vided for her at court; lhe had a l'ort of governefs 
appointed to take care of her education, a maid to 
chefs her, and two other fervants for menial offices ; 
but the care of me was wholly appropriated to her- 
felf. The Queen commanded her own cabinet¬ 
maker to contrive a box, that might ierve me for a 
bed-chamber, after the model that Glumdalclitch 
and I ihould agree upon. This man was a moft in¬ 
genious artift, and, according to my directions, in 
three weeks tiniilicd for me a wooden chamber of 
lixteen feet fquare, and twelve high, with fafh-win- 
dows, a door, and two clofets, like a London bed¬ 
chamber. The board, that made the cieling, was 
to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to put in a 
bed ready furniflied by her Majefty’s upholfterer, 
which Glumdalclitch took out every day to air, 
made it with her own hands, and letting it down at 
night, locked up the roof over me. A nice work¬ 
man, who was famous for little curiofities, under¬ 
took to make me two chairs, with backs and frames, 
of a fubftance not unlike ivory, and two tables, with, 
a cabinet to put my things in. The room was 
quilted on all fides, as well as the floor and the 
cieling, to prevent any accident from the carelefnels 
of thofe who carried me, and to break the force of 
a jolt when I went in a ^oacli. I deflred a lock for 
my door to prevent rats and mice from coming in . 
the fmith, after feveral attempts, made the fmalleft 
that ever was leen among them, for I have known 
a larger at the gate of a gentleman’s houfe in Eng- 
land.° I made a ihift to keep the key in a pocket of 
D 2 niy 
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my own, fearing Glilmdalclirch might lofc ir. The 
Queen likewife ordered the thinneft filks that could 
be gotten to make me cloaths, not much thicker 
than an Englifh blanket, very cumbcrlome, till I 
was accuftomed to them They were after the fa- 
fhi n of the kingdom, partly refrmbling the Pcrlian, 
and partly the Chincfe, and are a very grave and 
decent habit. 

Lhe Queen became fo fond of my company, that 
flic could not dine wi horn me. 1 had a table placed 
upon the lame at which her Majerty eat, juft at her 
left elbow, and a chair to fit on. Glumdalclitch 
Rood on a (tool on the iloor near my table to a/lift 
and take care of me. I had an entire fet of filver- 
dirties and plates and other necefiaries, Which, in 
proportion to thofc of the Queen, were not much 
bigger than v hat I have feen in a London toy-fliop, 
for the furniture of a baby-houfe : thefe my little 
nuilc kept in her po ket in a filvcr box, and gave 
me at meals as I wanted them, always cleaning them 
her (cl t*. No pcrlon dined with the Queen but the 
two prince lies royal, the elder 16 years old and the 
younger at that time 13 and a month. Her Majefty 
ufed to put a bit of meat upon one of my dilhes, 
out of which I carved for myfelf; a; d her diverlion 
was to fee me eat in miniature. For the Queen 
(who had indeed but a weak ftomach,) took uf), at 
one mouthful, as much as a dozen Englifh farmers 
could eat at a meal, which to me was for fome time 
a very naufeous light *. bhe would cranch the 

wing 


Among other dreadful and difgufting images, which cuttom has 
rendered familiar, are thofe which arifefrom eating animal food. He, 
who has ever tu ned with abhorrence from the /keleton of a heart 
xvhtch has been picked whole bv birds or vermin, muft confers, thit 
habit only could have enabled him to endure the fight of the mans- 
1 co bones and flefh of a dead carcafe, which every day cover his table : 
and he, who rerteds on the number of lives that havd been lacrificed 
to fullain his own, fliould enquire by what the account has leen ba¬ 
lanced, ana whether his life is become proportionablv of more va'ue, 
by the cxerc.fe ot virtue and piety, by the fuperior happinefs which 
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wing of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth, 
although it were nine times as large as that of a 
full-grown turkey; and put a bit of bread in her 
mouth, as big as two twelve-penny loaves. She 
drank out of a golden cup, above a hogfhead at a 
draught. Her knives were twice as long as a fcythe, 
fet (Irak upon the handle. The fpoons, forks, and 
other infiruments, were all in the lame proportion. 

1 remember, when Glumdalclkch carried me out of 
curiofity to fee fome of the tables at court, where 
ten or a dozen of thefe enormous knives and forks 
were lifted up together, I thought I had never till 
then beheld lo terrible a fight. 

It is the cuftom, that every Wednefday (which, 
as 1 have before oblerved, is their Sabbath,) the 
King and Queen, with the royal iflue of both fexes, 
dine together in the apartment of his Majefty, to 
whom 1 was now become a great favourite ; and at 
thele times my little chair and table were placed at 
his left hand before one of the fait cellars. This 
prince took a pleafure in converling with me, en¬ 
quiring into the manners, religion, laws, govern¬ 
ment, and learning of Europe; wherein I gave him 
the beft account I was able His apprehenlion was 
fo clear, and his judgment fo exaft, that he made 
very wife reflections and obfervations upon all I faid. 
But I confefs, that after 1 had been a little too co¬ 
pious in talking of my own beloved country, of our 
trade, and wars by fea and land, of our felli(ms in 
religion, and parties in the flate ^ the prejudices of 
his education prevailed fo far, that he could not 
forbear taking me up in his right hand, and ftroak- 
ing me gently with the other, after an hearty fit of 
laughing, aiked me, whether I was a Whig or To¬ 
ry ? Then turning to his firfl: tninifter, who waited 
benind him with a white ftafF, near as tall as the 
main-mail of the Royal Sovereign, he obferved 

he has communicated to rcafonable beings, and by the glcry which 
hi« intellect has a.cribed to Gwi. 
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how contemptible a thing was human grandeur, 
which could be mimicked by fuch diminutive infects 
as l : and yet, fays he, I dare engage, thefe crea¬ 
tures have their titles and diftin&ions of honour ; 
they contrive little nefb and burrows, that they call 
houfes and cities ; they make a figure in drefs and equi¬ 
page ; they love, they fight, they difpute, they cheat, 
they betray. And thus he continued on, while my co¬ 
lour came and went feveral times with indignation, to 
hear our noble country, the miftrefs of arts and arms, 
the fcourge of France, the arbitrefs of Europe, the 
feat of virtue, piety, honour, and truth, the pride 
and envy of the world, fo contemptuoufly treated. 

But as I was not in a condition to refent injuries, 
fo upon mature thoughts 1 began to doubt whether 
I was injured or no. For, after having been accuf- 
tomed feveral months to the light and converle of 
this people, and oblerved every object upon which 
I call mine eyes to be of proportion.ihle magnitude, 
the horror I had at firft conceived n*)ni their bulk 
and afpe&, was fo far worn off, that if I had then 
beheld a company of Englilh lords and ladies in 
their finery, and birth-day cl oaths, a (Ring their 1 c- 
vcral parts in the moll courtly manner of ftruning, 
and bowing, and prating ; to lay the truth, I Ihould 
have been flrongly tempted to laugh as much at 
them, as the King and his grandees did at me. Nei¬ 
ther indeed could I forbear finding at myfelf, when 
the Queen ufed to place me upon her hand towards 
a looking glafs, by which both our perfons appear¬ 
ed before me in full view together ; and there could 
nothing be more ridiculous than the companion : 
fo that 1 really began to imagine myfelf dwindled 
many degrees below my ulual fize. 

Nothing angered and mortified me fo much, as 
the Queen’s dwarf, who, being of the lowell 11a- 
ture that was ever in that country, (for I veriiy 
think he was not full thirty feet high,) became lo 
infoient at feeing a creature fo much beneath him, 
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that he would always affect to fwagger, and look big 
as he paffed by me in the Queen’s anti-chamber, 
while I was (landing on fome table talking with the 
lords or ladies of the court, and he feldom failed of 
a (mart word or two upon my lit tic nc»s ; againit 
which I could only revenge myfelf by calling him 
brother, challenging him to wreitlc, and iuch re¬ 
partees as are uiuai in the mouths ot court-pages. 
One day, at dinner, this malicious little cub was lo 
nettkd with fomething I had faid to him, that, rail¬ 
ing himfelf upon the frame of her Majefly’s chair, 
he took me up by the middle, as I was fitting down, 
not thing any harm, and let me drop into a large 
(liver bowl of cream, and then ran away as fait as 
he could. I fell over head and ears, and, if I had 
not been a good fwimmer, it might have gone very 
hard with me ; for Glumdalclitch, in that inftant, 
happened to be at the other end of the room, and 
the Queen was in iuch a fright, that (he wanted 
prefence of mind to ahlfl me. But my little nurie 
ran to my relief, and took me out, after I had al¬ 
lowed above a quart of cream. I was put to bed ; 
however, I received no other damage than the lofs 
of a fuit of clothes, which was utterly fpoiied. The 
dwarf was foundly whipped, and, as a farther pu- 
niflunent, forced' to drink up the bowl of cream, 
into which he had thrown me; neither was he ever 
reftored to favour : for foon after the Queen be- 
ftowed him on a lady of high quality, fo that I faw 
him no more, to my very great fatisfaftion ; for I 
could not tell to what extremity fuch a malicious 
urchin might have carried his refentment. 

He had before ferved me a feurvy trick, which 
fet the Queen a-laughing, although at the fame time 
fhe was heartily vexed, and would have immediate¬ 
ly cafhiered him, if I had not been fo generous as 
to intercede. Her Majefty had taken a marrow¬ 
bone upon her plate, and, after knocking out the 
marrow, placed the bone again in the difli erect, as 
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it flood before ; the dwarf watching his opportuni¬ 
ty, while Glumdalclitch was gone to the fide-board, 
mount: d'the ftool that hood on to take c u e of 
me at meals, took me up in both hands, and Iquetz- 
ing my legs together, wedged them into the mar¬ 
row bone above my waift, where I (luck for fume 
time, and made a very ridiculous figure. I believe 
it was near a minute before any one knew whar was 
become of me; for I thought it below me to cry 
out. But, as princes fcldom get their meat hot, 
my legs were not fealded, only my ftockings and 
breeches in a fad condition. The dwarf, at my en¬ 
treaty, had no other punifhment than a found 
whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the Qjcen upon ac¬ 
count of my fearfulnefs; and fhe ufed to afk me, 
whether the people of my country were as great 
cowards as myfelf? The occafion was this: the 
kingdom is much peftered with flies in fummer, 
and thefe odious infefts, each of them as big as a 
Dunftable lark, hardly gave me any reft while I fat 
at dinner, with their continual humming and buz¬ 
zing about mine ears. They would fo me times alight 
upon my victuals, and leave their loathfome excre¬ 
ment or fpawn behind, which ro me was very vili- 
ble, though not to the natives of that countiy, 
whofe large optics were not fo acute as mine in 
viewing fmaller objects. Sometimes thev would fix 
upon my nofe or forehead, where they Bung me to 
the quick, fmelling very offenfively; and I could 
ealily trace that vifeous matter, which, our naiura- 
lifls tell us, enables thole creatures to walk' with their 
feet upwards upon a cieling. 1 had much ado to 
defend myfelf againfl thefe deteffablc animals, and 
could not forbear fharting when they came on my 
face. It was the common practice of the dwarf to 
catch a number of thefe infedts in his hand, as 
fchool-boys do among us, and let them out fudden- 
iy under my nofe, on purpofe to frighten me, and 
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divert the Qneen. My remedy was to cut them in 
pieces with my knife, as they flew in the air, where¬ 
in my dexterity was much admired. 

I remember, one morning, when Glumdalclttch 
had fet me in my box upon a window, as me ulually 
did in fair days, to give me air (for I durft not ven¬ 
ture to let the box be hung on a nail out of the ", ln * 
dow, as we do with cages in England,) alter 1 had 
lifted up one of my falhes, and fat down at my ta¬ 
ble to eat a piece of fweet cake for my breakfaft, 
above twenty wafps, allured by the fmell, came fly¬ 
ing into the room, humming louder than the drones 
of as many bag pipes. Some of them fetzed my 
cake, and carried it piece-meal away ; others flew 
about my head and face, confounding me with the 
noife, and putting me in the utmoft terror of their 
flings. However, I had the courage to rife and 
draw my hanger, and attack them in the air. 1 
difpatched four of them, but the reft got away, 
and I prefently fliut my window. Thefe infeftj, 
were as large as partridges; I too.c out their ft mg , 
found them an inch and an half long, and as {harp 
as needles. I carefully preferved them all, and, 
having lince (hewn them with fome other cunofmes 
in feveral parts of Europe, upon my return t0 
land, I gave three of them to Grefham College, and 
kept the fourth for myfelf. 

CHAP. IV. 

The country defcribed. A propofal for correcting mo¬ 
dern maps. The King's palace, and.fome account of 
the metropolis. The author's way of travelling. The 
chief temple defcribed . 

T NOW intend to give the reader a fhort defcrip- 
I tion of this country, as far as I travelled^n 1^, 
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winch was not above two thoufand miles round 
Lorbrulgrud, the metropolis. For the Queen, 
whom I always attended, never went fartherWn 
lhc accompanied the King in his progress, and 
there Raid till his Majefty returned from viewing 
his frontiers. The whole extent of this prince’s din 
minions reachcth about lix thoufand miles in h noth, 
and from three to five in breadth. From whence 
l cannot but conclude, that our geographers of 
r.urope are in a great error, by fuppofing nothing 
but lea between Japan and California; for it was 
ever my opinion, that there muff be a balance of 
earth to counteFpoife the great continent of Tarta¬ 
ry; and therefore they ought to correct their maps 
and charts, by joining this vaft traft of lend to the 
noith-wcft parts of America, wherein I fhall be 
ready to lend them my afliftance. 

The kingdom is a peninfiila, terminated to the 
north-eaft by a ridge of mountains, thirty miles 
high, which are altogether impalpable, byreafon of 
the volcanoes upon the tops; neither do the molt 
learned know what lort of mortals inhabit beyond 
thole mountains, or whether tluy be inhabited at 
all. On the three other Tides it is bounded by the 
ocean 1 here is nor one Tea-port in the whole king¬ 
dom, and thole parts of the coalts into which the 
livers iflue are fo lull of pointed rocks, and the fea 
generally fo rough, that there is no venturing wi h 
the fmaUeft of their boats ; fo that thel'e people are 
whody excluded from any commerce with the reft 
of the world. But the large rivers are full of vcfiels, 
and abound with excellent fifh, for they feldotn pc 
any from the fea, becaufe the fea-filh arc of the 
lame fize with Uiofe in Europe, and conlequentlv 
not worth catching; whereby it is manifeft, tlm 
nature, in the produftion of plants and animals of 
lo extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined to this 
comment, of which I leave the realbns to be de¬ 
termined by philofopkers. However, now and tlien 
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they take a whale, that happens to be dafhed againft 
the rocks, which the common people feed on hear¬ 
tily. Thefe whales I have known fo large, that a 
man could hardly carry one upon his ilioulders.; 
and fometimes for curiofity they are brought tu 
hampers to Lorbrulgrud : 1 faw one of them in a 
difh at the King’s table, which palled for a rarity, 
but I did not oblerve he was fend of it; for I tlunk 
indeed the bignefs dilgufted him, although I have 
feen one (omewhat larger in Greenland. _ 

The country is well inhabited, for it contains fif¬ 
ty-one cities, near an hundred walled towns, and a 
great number of villages. To fatisfy my curious 
reader, it maybe fuflicient todefcribe Lorbrulgrud. 
This city Bands upon almoft two equal parts on 
each fide the river that pa-ffes through. It contains 
above eighty thoufand houfes, and about fix hund¬ 
red thouiand inhabitants. It is in length three 
olomolungs, (which make about fifty-four Englilh 
miles') and two and a half in breadth, as I meafur- 
ed it myfelf in the royal map made by the King’s 
order, which was laid on the ground on purpole 
for me, and extended an hundred feetI paced 
the diameter and circumference feveral times bare 
foot, and, computing by the fcale, meafured it 
pretty exattly. 

The King’s palace is no regular edifice, but an 
heap of building about feven miles round : the chief 
rooms are generally two hundred and forty feet 
high, and broad and long in proportion. A coach 
was allowed to Glumdalclitch and me, wherein her 
eov^rnefs frequently took her out to fee the town, 
or go among the (hops ; and I was always of the 
party, carried in my box; although the girl, at my 
own defire, would often take me out, and hold me 
in her hand, that I might more conveniently view 
the houfes and the people, as we paffed along the 
ffreets. 1 reckoned our coach to be about the iquai e 
of Wiftminfier-hall, but not altogether fo high-: 
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however, I cannot be very exaft. One day the go- 
\ernels ordered our coachman to Hop at feveral 
fhops, where the beggars, watching their opportu¬ 
nity, crowded to the Tides of the coach, and gave 
me the moft horrible ipeclacles that ever an Euro¬ 
pean eye beheld, i lure was a woman with a can¬ 
cer in her beat!, fwellcd to a monllrous iize, full 
of holts, in two or three of which J could have ea- 
Tily crept, and covered my whole body. There was 
a fellow with a wen in his neck larger than five 
Wool-packs, and another with a couple of wooden 
legs, each about twenty feet high. But the moft: 
hateful iigln of ail was the l : ce crawling on their 
cloaths. 1 could fee diftin&ly the limbs of thefe 
vermin with my naked eye, much better than thofe 
of an European loule through a microfcopc, and 
their fnouts with which they routed like fwine. 
They were the firft I had ever beheld, and I fhould 
have been curious enough to diliitt one of them, if 
I had had proper inftruments, (which I unluckily 
left behind me in the Ihip,) although indeed the 
fight was lo naulcous, that it perfectly turned my 
ftomach. 7 

Leiide the large box in which I was ufually car¬ 
ried, the Queen ordered a fmallcr one to be made 
for me of about twelve feet fquare, and ten high, 
for the convenience of travelling, becaufe the Other 
was fomewhat too large for Glumdalclitch’s lap, and 
cumbcrfome in the coach : It was made by the fame 
ai tift, whom I directed in the whole contrivance. 

1 his travelling-clofet was an exaft fquare, with a 
window in the middle of three of the fquares, and 
each window was latticed with iron-wire on the out* 
iide, to prevent accidents in long journeys. On the 
fourth fide, which had no window, twoftrong fta- 
ples were fixed, through which the perfon that 
cairied me, when I had a mind to be on horleback, 
put a leathern belt, and buckled it about his waift. 
This was always the office of Tome grave t tufty fer- 
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vant in whom I could confide, whether I attended 
the King and Queen in their progress, or were 
difpoled to fee the gardens, or pay a vifit to fome 
great lady or minifter of ftate in the court, when 
Glumdalclitch happened to be out of order : for I 
loon began to be known and efteemed among the 
greatell officers, 1 fuppofe more upon account of 
their Majefties favour than any merit of my own. 

In jcurnies, when I was weary of the coach, a fer- 
vant on horfeback would buckle on my box, and 
place it upon a cufhion before him ; and there I had 
a full profpcct of the country on three Tides from 
my three windows. I had in this clolet a field-bed, 
and a hammock hung from the cieling, two chairs 
and a table, neatly ferewed to the floor, to prevent 
being tolled about by the agitation of the horfe or 
the coach. And having been long ufed to lea-voy¬ 
ages, thofe motions, although fometimes very vio¬ 
lent, did not much dii'compofe me. 

Whenever I had a mind to fee the town, it was 
always in my travelling-clofet, which Glumdalclitch 
held in her lap in a kind of open fedan, after the 
falhion of the country, borne by four men, and 
attended by two others in the Queen’s livery. The 
people, who had often heard ot me, were very cu¬ 
rious to crowd about the fedan, and the girl was 
complaifant enough to make the bearers flop, and 
to take me in her hand, that I might be more con- 
veniently feen. 

I was very defirous to fee the chief temple, and 
particularly the tower belonging to it, which is rec- 
koned the higheft in the kingdom. Accordingly 
one day my nurle carried me thither, but I may 
truly fay 1 came back difappointed; for the height 
is not above three thoufand feet, reckoning from 
the ground to the higheft pinnacle top; which, 
allowing for the difference between the fize of thofe 
people and us in Europe, is no great matter for ad¬ 
miration, not at all equal in proportion (if I rightly 
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remember,) to Salifbury fteeplc. Rut, not to detraft 
from a nation to which, during my life, I Oiall ac¬ 
knowledge myfelf extremely obliged, it muft be al¬ 
lowed, that whatever this famous tower wants in 
height is amply made up in beauty and ftrengrh. 
hor the walls are near an hundred feet thick, built 
of hewn ft one, whereof each is about forty feet 
fquarc, and adorned on all ftdes with ftatues of gods 
and emperors, cut in marble larger than the life, 
placed in their fevcral niches. I meafured a little 
finger which had fallen down fiom one of thefe fta- 
tucs, and lay unperceivcd among fomc rubbifti, ar.d 
found it exa£Uy four feet and an inch in length. 
Glumdalclitch wrapped it up in her handkerchief; 
and carried it home in her pocket to keep among 
other trinkets, of which the girl was very fond, as 
children at her age ufually are. 

I he King's kitchen is indeed a noble building, 
vaulted at top, and about fix hundred feet high. 

^ £ r cat oven is not fo wide by ten paces «is the 
cupola at St. Paul’s; for I meafured the latter on 
purpofe after my return But, if I Ihould deft; ibc 
the kitchen-grate, the prodigious pots and kettles, 
the joints of meat turning on the lpits, with many 
other particulars, perhaps I fhould be hardly be¬ 
lieved ; at leaft a fevere critic would be apt to think 
1 enlarged a little, as travellers are often fufpedfed 
to do. 1 o avoid which cenfure, I fear I have run 
too much into the other extreme ; and that if this 
treadle fhould happen to be tranflated into tha lan¬ 
guage of Brobdingnag, (which is the general name 
of that kingdom,) and tranfmitied thither, the King 
and his people would have reafon to complain, that 
I had done them an injury by a falfe and diminu- 
nutivc reprefentation. 

His Majefty feldom keeps above fix hundred 
horfes in his ftables : they are generally from fifty- 
four to fixty feet high. But, when he goes abroad 
on iolemn days, he is attended for Bate by a militia 
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guard of five hundred horfe, which indeed I thought 
was the moll Iplendid fight that could be ever be¬ 
held, till I law part of his army in battalia, whereof 
1 fhall find another occaiion to fpeak. 

. — — — 

* 

CHAP. V, 

Several adventures that happened to the author. The 
execution of a criminal. The author Jhews his fill 
in navigation. 

T Should have lived happy enough in that coun 
A try, if my littlenefs had noc expofed me to feve- 
ral ridiculous and troublefome accidents : fome of 
which I fhall venture to relate. Glumdalclitch of¬ 
ten carried me into the gardens of the court in mv 
fmaller' box, and would fometimes take me out of 
it, or hold me in her hand, or let me down to walk. 

I remember, before the dwarf left the Queen, he 
followed us one day into thofe gardens, and my 
nurfe having fet me down, he and I being clofe to¬ 
gether, near fome dwarf apple-trees, I mufl need 
ihew my wit by a tidy allulion between him and the 
trees, which happens to hold in their language, as 
it doth in ours. Whereupon, the malicious rogue 
watching his opportunity, when I was walking under 
one of them, ihook it diredtiy over my head, by 
which a dozen applet, each of them near as large 
as a Briftol barn . came tumbling about my ears ; 
one of them hit me on the back" as I chanced to 
hoop, and knocked me down flat on my face; but 
I received no other hurt, and the dwarf was par¬ 
doned at my delire, becaufe I had given the provo¬ 
cation. 

Another day Glumdalclitch left me on a fmooth 
grafs-plot to divert mvfelf, while fhe walked at fome 
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diftance with her gowernefs. In the mean time there 
fuddenly fell fuch a violent (Lower of hail, that I 
was immediately by the force of it (truck to the 
ground : and when I was down, the hail-ftoncs 
gave me fuch cruel bangs all over die body, as if I 
had been pelted with tennis-balls ; however, I made 
fhift to creep on all four, and flicker myfelf by ly¬ 
ing flat on my face on the lee*fide of a border of 
lemon-thyme, but fo bruifed from head to ioor, 
that I could not go abroad in ten days, Neither is 
this at all to be wondered at, becaule nature in 
that country obferving the fame proportion through 
all her operations, a hail-done is near eighteen hun¬ 
dred times as large as one in Europe, which 1 can 
alien upon experience, having been fo curious as to 
weigh and meafure them. 

But a more dangerous accident happened to me 
in the fame garden, when my little nurfe believing 
Ihe had put me in a fecure place, which I often in- 
treated her to do, that 1 might enjoy my own 
thoughts, and having left my box at home to avoid 
the trouble of carrying it, went to another part oi 
the garden with her governefs, and lome ladies of 
her aquaintance. While Hie was ablent, and out 
of hearing, a fmall white fpaniel belonging to one 
of the chief gardeners, having got by accident into 
the garden, happened to range nca x the place wheie 
Hay: the dog, following the feem, camedire&ly 
up, and, taking me in his mouth, ran ttrait to his 
matter, wagging his nil, and fet me gently on the 
ground. By good fortune he had been fo well 
taught, that I was carried between his teeth without 
the leatt hurt, or even tearing my cloaths. But the 
poor gardener, who knew me well, and had a great 
kindnefs for me, was in a terrible fright : he gent¬ 
ly took me up in both his hands, and afkedme how 
1 did ; but I was fo amazed and cut of breath, that 
I could not fpeak a word. In a few minutes I came 
-to myfelf, and he carried me fafe to my little nurfe, 
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who by this time had returned to the place where 
flic left me, and was in cruel agonies when I did 
not appear, nor anfwer when fhe called : She fe- 
verdy reprimanded the gardener on account of his 
dog. But the thing was hufhed up, and never 
known at court; for the girl was afraid of the 
Queen’s anger, and truly, as to myfelf, I thought 
it would not be for my reputation that fuch a ftory 
fhould go about. 

This accident abfolutely determined Glumdai- 
clitch never to truft me abroad for the future out of 
her fight. I had been long afraid of this refolution, 
and therefore concealed from her fome little un¬ 
lucky adventures, that happened in thofe times when 
1 was left by myfelf. Once a kite, hovering over 
the garden, made a ftoop at me, and, if I had not 
refolutely drawn my hanger, and run under a thick 
efpalier/he would have certainly carried me away 
in his talons. Another time, walking to the top of 
a frtlh mole-hill, 1 fell to my neck in the hole, thro* 
which that animal had call up the earth, and coin¬ 
ed fome lye, not worth remembering, to excufe my- 
felf for fpoiling my cloaths. I likewife broke my 
right fhin againft the (hell of a fnail, which I hap¬ 
pened to ftumble over, as I was walking alone, and 
thinking on poor England. 

I cannot tell, whether I were more pleafed or 
mortified to obfcrve, in thofe folitary walks, that 
the fmaller birds did not appear to be at all afraid 
of me, but would hop about within a yard’s diftance, 
looking for worms and other food, with as much 
indifference and fecurity, as if no creature at all 
were near them. 1 remember, a thrufh had the 
confidence to fnatch out of my hand, w:th his bill, 
a piece of cake that Glumdalclitch had juft given 
me for my breakfaft. When I attempted to catch 
any of thefe birds, they would boldly turn againft 
me, endeavouring to p> k my fingers which I durft 
not venture within their reach; and then they would 
VoL. V. F Bop 
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h >p back unconcerned to hunt for worms orfnails, 
;is they did before. But one day I took a thick cud¬ 
gel, and threw it with all my ftrength fo luckily at 
a linnet, that l knocked him down, and, feizing 
him by the neck with both my hands, ran with him 
in tiiumph to my nurfe However the bird, who 
had only been ftunned, recovering him fell, gave 
me fo many boxes with his wings on both tides of 
my head aaid body, though I held him at arms 
length, and was out of the reach of his claws, that 
i was twenty times thinking to let him go. But I 
was foon relieved by one of our fervants, who 
wrung oft the bird s neck, and I had him next day 
for dinner by the Queen’s command. This linnet, 
as near as I can remember, feeined to be fomewhat 
larger than an England fwan. 

The maids of honour often invited Glumdalditch 
to their apartments, and defired Ihe would bring 
me along with her, on purpofe to have the pleafure 
of feeing and touching me. They would often ifrip 
me naked from top to toe, and lay me at full length 
in their bofoms, wherewith I was much difgufted; 
becaufe, to lay the trrnh, a very ofFenfive fmell came 
from their fkins; which I do not mention, or in¬ 
tend, to the difadvantage of thofe excellent ladies, 
for whom I have all manner of rdpedf ; but I con¬ 
ceive that my fenle was more acutef in proportion 
to my littlencfs, and that thole il^iftrious perfons 
were no more difagreeable to their lovers, or t<$ each 
other, than people of the fame quality are with us 
in England. And, after all, I found their natural 
Imell was much more fupportable than when they 
ufed perfumes, under which I immediately frVoontd 
away. I cannot forger, that an intimate friend of 
mine in Lilliput took the freedom in a warm day, 
when I had ufed a good deal of exercife, to com¬ 
plain of a ftrong fmell about me, although I am as 
little faulty that way, as molt of my fex : but I fup- 
pofe.his faculty of fuelling was as nice with regard 
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to me, as mine was to that of this people. Upon 
this point, I cannot forbear doing judice to the 
Queen my midrefs, and Glumdalclitch my nuile, 
hofe perfons were as i'weet as thole of any lady m 

ngland. * - 

That which gave me mod uneafinefs among tnete 
maids of honour, (when my nurfe carried me to 
them,) was td fee them ufe me without any manner 
of ceremony, like a creature who had no fort of 
confequence : for they would drip themfelves to 
the lkin, and put on their fmocks in my prefence, 
while I was placed on their toilet, directly before 
their naked bodies, which I am fure to me was very 
far from being a tempting fight, or from giving me 
anv other emotions than thole of horror and dil- 
guft. Their lkins appeared fo coarfe and uneven, 
fo variduflv coloured, when I faw them near, with 
a mole here and there as broad as a trencher, and 
hairs hanging from it thicker than pack-threads, tp 
fay nothing farther concerning the reft of their 
perfons. * Neither did they at all fcruple, while I 
was by, to difeharge what they had drank, to the 
quantity of at lead two hog%ads in a *vedel that 
held above three tuns. The handfomeft among 
‘ th®fe maids of honour, a pleafant frolickfome girl 
of fix teen, w%iid fometimes fet me aftride upon 
one of her nipple, with many ether trices, where¬ 
in ihg reader w» excufe me for not being over par¬ 
ticular. But I was fo much difpleafed, that I in- 
treated Glumdalclitch to contrive fome excufc for 
not feeing that young lady any more. 

One day a young gentleman, who was nephew to 
mv nurfe's governefs, came and preded them both 
to fee an execution. It was of a man who had mur¬ 
dered one of that gentleman’s intimate acquaint¬ 
ance. Glumdalclitch was prevailed on to be of the 
company, very much againft her inclination, for 
fhc was naturally tender- hearted : and as for my- 
felf although I abhorred luch kind of fpeftacles, 

1 f 2 y et 


ft 


» 

4 + GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Part II. 

yet my curiofify tempted me to fee fomething, that 
I thought mull be extraordinary. The malefactor 
was fixed in a chair upqn a fcaffdd ereCted for that 
purpqfe, and his head cut off at one blow with a 
lword of about forty feet long. The veins and ar¬ 
teries fpouted up luch a prodigious quantity of 
blood, and fo high in the air, that the great Jet 
d*<cau at Verfailles was not equal for the time it laffc- 
ed; and the head, when it fell on the fcaffold floor, 
gave fuch a bounce as made me ilart, although I 
were at leaf! half an Englifh mile diftant. 

The Queen, who often ufed to hear me talk of 
my fea-voyagcs, and took all occafions to divert me 
when I was melancholy, alked me whether I un¬ 
derflood how to handle a fail or an oar, and whe¬ 
ther a little exercife of rowing might not be conve¬ 
nient for my health: I anfwered, that 1 underflood 
both very well: for although my proper employ- # 
ment had been to be lurgeon or doctor to the /hip, 
yet often upon a pinch 1 was forced to work like a 
common mariner. But I could not fee how this 
could be done in their country, where thf fmalleff 
wherry was equal to ji firll-rare man of war among 
ns, and fuch a boat a? I could manage would never 
live in any of tluir rivers. Her Majefty faid, I 
would contrive a boat, her own joiner Ihould make 
it, and (h» would provide a place ft? me to fail in. 
The fellow was an ingenious workman, and by my 
inftruCtions in ten days tiniflied a pleafure^boat, 
with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold eight 
Europeans. W h?n it was flnifhed, the Queen was 
fo delighted, that fhe ran with it in her lap to the 
King, who.ordered it to be put in a ciftejrn full of 
water with me in it by way of trial; where I could 
not manage my two lculls, or little oars, for want 
of room. But the Queen had before contrived an¬ 
other projeCt. She ordered the joiner to make a 
wooden trough of three hundred feet long, fifty 
broad, and eight deep; which being well pitched, 
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to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along 
the wall in an outer room of the palace. It had a 
cock near the bottom to let out the water, when it 
began to grow Hale ; and two fervants could eaiily 
fill it in half an hour. Here 1 often ufed to row 
for my own diverfion, as well as that of the Queen 
and her ladies, who thought themfelves well enter¬ 
tained with my fkill and agility. Sometimes I would 
put up my fail, and then my bufmels was only to 
freer, while the ladies gave me a gale with their fans; 
and when they were weary, fome of the pages would 
blow my fail for vard with their breath, while I (hewed 
my art by (leering (larboard or larboard, as I pleafed. 
When I had done, Glumdalclitch always carried back 
my boat into her clofet, and hung it on a nail to dry. 

In this exercife I once met an accident, which 
had like to have coft me my life : for one of the 
pages having put my boat into the trough, the go- 
vernefs, who attended Glumdalclitch.. very offici- 
oufly lifted me up to place me m the boa*. bu< I 
happened to flip through her fingers, and Ihould 
infallibly nave fallen down forty feet upon the floor, 
if, by the lu- kieft chance in ^|it world, I had not 
been (lopped by a coi king pin that (luck in the 
• gog,d gentlewoman’s ftomacher ; the head of the 
pin palled berv^en my flurt and the waiftband of 
my breeches, and thus I was held by th#middle in 
the air, till Glumdalclitch ran to jny relief 

Another time, one of the fervants, whofe office 
it was to fill my trough every third day with frefh 
w.-ter, was fo careleis to let a huge frog (not per¬ 
ceiving it) flip out* f his pail. The fiog lay conceal¬ 
ed till I was put into my boat, but then, feeing a 
relling-place, climbed up, and made it lean fo much 
on one tide, that I was forced to balance it with all 
my weight on the other to prevent overturning. 
When the frog was got in, it hopped at once half 
the length of the boat, and then over my head, 
backwards and forwards, daubing my face and 
} clothes 
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clothes with its odious dime. The largenefs of its 
features made it appear the moll deformed animal 
that can *bc conceived. However, I delircd Glum- 
d.iUlirth to let me deal with it alone. I banged it 
a ggod while with one of rny fculls, and at laft for¬ 
ced it to leap out of the boat. 

But the greared danger I ever underwent in that 
kingdom, was from a monkey, who belonged to 
one of the clerks of the kitchen. Glumdalclitch had 
locked me up in her clofet, while die went fome- 
wherc upon bufinefs, or a vifir. The weather being 
very warm, the dofet-window was left open, as well 
as the windows and the door of my bigger box, in 
which I ufually lived, becaufe of its largenefs and 
convenicncy. As I fat quietly meditating at my ta¬ 
ble, l heard fomerhing bounce in at the clofet win¬ 
dow, and fkip about from one fide to the other: 
whereat although 1 were much alarmed, yet I ven¬ 
tured to look our, but not din ing from my feat ; 
and then I law this frolickfome animal frifking and 
leaping up and down, till at lad he car*e to my 
box, which he feemed to view with great pleafure 
and curioTity, peepirtg in at the door and every win¬ 
dow. I retreated to the farther corner of my room, 
or box, but the monkey looking in at every 4iJe 
put me ittfo fuch a fright, that I panted prefence 
of mind to conceal myfelf under the bed, as I might 
eafily have done# After fome time fpentin piping, 
grinning, and chattering, he at lad efpied me, and 
reaching one of his paws in at the door, as a cat 
does when fhe plays with a moufe, although I of¬ 
ten fhifted place to avoid him, he at length feized 
the lappet of my coat, (which, being made of that 
country filk, was very thick and drong,) and drag¬ 
ged me out He took me up in his right fore-foot, 
and held me as a nurfe docs a child Ihe is going to 
fuckle, jud as I have feen the fame fort 6f creature 
do with a kitten in Europe : and. when I offered 
to druggie, he fqueezed me fo hard, that I thought 
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it more prudent to fubmic. I have good reafon to 
believe, that he took me for a young one of his own 
fpecies, by his often ftroaking my face v£ry gently with 
his other paw. In thefe diverfions he was interrupted 
by a noile at the clolet-door, as if fomebody were 
opening it ; whereupon he luddenly leaped up to 
the window, at which he had come in, and thence 
upon the leads and gutters, walking upon three legs, 
and holding me in the fourth, till he clambered up 
to a roof that was next to ours I heard Giumdal- 
clitch give a (hreek at the moment he was carrying 
me out. The poor girl was aimoft diftra&ed: that 
quarter of the palace was all in an uproar; the fer- 
vants ran for ladders ; the monkey was leen by hun¬ 
dreds in the court, luting upon the ridge of a build¬ 
ing, holding me like a baby in one of his forepaws, 
and feeding me with the other, by cramming into 
my mouth fome victuals he had fqneczed out or the 
bag on one fide of his chaps, and patting me when 
I would not eat; whereat many of the rabble be¬ 
low could not forbear laughing ; neither do i think 
they juiily ought to be blamed, for without qu eft ion 
the fight was ridiculous enough to every body but 
myfelf. Some of the people threw up fiones, hop¬ 
ing to drive the monkey down; but this was first¬ 
ly forbidden, or elfe very probably my brains had 
been dallied our. ^ 

The ladders were now applied, # and mounted by 
fevenfl men, which the monkey obferving, and 
finding himfelf almoft incompafied; not being able 
to make fpeed enough with his three legs, let me 
drop on a ridge-tyle, and made his efcape. Here I 
lat for fome time, 0 five hundred yards from the 
ground, expecting every moment to be blown down 
by the wind, or to fall by my,own giddinefs, and 
come tumbling over and over from the ridge to the 
eves : but. §n honeft lad, one of my nurfe’s footmen, 
climbed up, and putting me into his breeches poc¬ 
ket brought me dovwi late. 


I was 
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I was almoft choaked with the filrhy fluff the 
monkey had crammed down my throat; but my 
clear little nurfe picked it out of my mouth with a 
fmall needle, and then I fell a-vomiting, which 
gave me great relief. Yet I was fo weak, and bruif- 
ed in the tides with the fqueezes given me by this 
odious animal, that I was forced to keep my bed a 
forrnight. The King, Queen, and all the court, 
fent every day to enquire aferr my health, and her 
Majefty made me feveral viflts during my fickncfs. 
The monkey was killed, and an order made that 
no fuch animal fliould be kept about the palace. 

When I attended the King after my recovery to 
return him thanks for his favours, he was pieafed 
to rally me a good deal upon this adventure. He 
afked me, what my thoughts and fpeculations were 
while I lay in the monkey’s paw ; how 1 liked the 
vi&uals he gave me ; his manner of feeding ; and 
whether the frefh air on the roof had fliarpened 
my ftomach. He defired to know, what I would 
have done upon fuch an occafion in my own coun¬ 
try. I told his Majefty, that in Europe we had no 
monkeys, except fuch as were brought for curiofi- 
ties from other places, and fo fmall, that I could 
deal with a dozen of them together, if they prtfum- 
ed to atrack me. And as for that monftrous animal 
with whom I was fo lately engaged, (it was indeed 
as large as an e]ephant,) if my fears had fuffered 
me to think fo far as to make ufe of my hanger, 
(looking fiercely, and clapping my hand upon the 
hilt, as I fpoke,) when he poked his paw into my 
chamber, perhaps I fhould have given him fuch a 
wound, as would have made him glad to withdraw 
it with more hafte than he put it in. This I deli¬ 
vered in a firm tone, like a perfon who was jealous 
left his courage fliould be called in queftion. How¬ 
ever, my fpeech produced nothing elforbefides a 
loud laughter, which all the refpeft, due to his 
Majefty from thofe about him, could not make 
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them contain. This made me reflect, how vain an 
attempt it is tor a man to endeavour to do himfelt 
honour among thofe, who are out oF all degree of 
equality or comparifon with him. And yet L have 
i'een the moral of my own behaviour very trequent 
in England iince my return, where a little contemp¬ 
tible varlet, without the lead title to birth, perfon, 
wit, or common fenfe, fliall prefume to look with 
importance, and put himfelf upon a foot with the 
created perfons of the kingdom. _ 

I was every day furnifhing the court with lome 
ridiculous dory; and Glumdalditch, although die 
loved me to excefs, yet was arch enough to inform 
the Queen, whenever I committed any folly that 
fhe thought would be diverting to her Majefty. I he 
girl, who had been out of order, was carried by 
her governefs to take the air about an hour s dii- 
tance, or thirty miles from town. They alighted 
out of the coach near a fmall foot-path in^a field, 
and, Gtumdalclkch fetting down my travelling-box, 
I went out of it to walk. There was a cow-dung 
in the path, and I mud need try my aftivity by at¬ 
tempting to leap over it. I took a run, but unfor- 
tunately jumped Ihort, and found myfelf juft in the 
middle up to my knees. I waded through with fome 
difficulty, and one of the footmen wiped me as clean 
as he could with his handkerchief; tor fwas filthi¬ 
ly bemired, and my nurfe confined me to my box, 
till we returned home ; where the Queen was foon 
informed of what had paffed, and the footmen 
fpread it about the court; fo that all the mirth for 
fame days was at my expenfe. 


Vol. V. 
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CHAP. VI * 


Several contrivances of the ant hr to plcafc the King 
and Queen, Hejbews his f ill in mufic. The Ki g 
inquires into the fate of England, which the author 
relates to him. The King's olfer vat ions thereon . 


T USED to attend the King’s levee once or twice 
a week, and had often leen him under tlie bar¬ 
ber’s hand, which indeed was at firft very terrible 
to behold : for the razor was almoft twice as long 
*s an ordinary feythe. His Majefty, according to 
the cuftom of the country, was only fhaved twice 
a-wcelc. I once prevailed on the barber to give me 
fome of the fuds or lather, out of which 1 picked 
forty or fifty of the flrongeft Rumps of hair. I then 
took a piece of fine wood, and cut it like the back 
of a comb, making fcveral holes in it at equal dis¬ 
tance with as finall a needle as I could get from 


• In this chapter the author gives an account of the political flafer 
ot Europe. Hts obfervations are delivered with his ufual fpirit - f hu¬ 
mour and feverity. He appears mod particularly aftetfed with the. 
proceedings ofcthe courts of judicature, .,nd complains of being aime ft 
ruined by a chancery fuit, which was determined in iis faveur ivitb 
eo P s - It mnft brconfefTcd, that inftances of this kind are too frequent 
m our courts of jurticej and they lease us no room to boaftof the ex¬ 
ecution ot our prefentiaws however excellent the laws, in their own 
original foundation, may have been. Judgment , « ten turned inti 

mrmiVKd, u bitter ; but delays, as Lord Bacon cbferves, turn it in- 
to vinegar- It becomes /harp and corrooing : and certainly it is more 
elgible to die immedia ely by the wound of an enemy, than to desay 
lingering by poifon, administered from a Leming friend. Orrery 
The noble commentator is mifbken as to his 6rft obfeivation • for 
Gulliver has here given a political account of no country but Emr- 

i nd *u II V ^ OVVe ? r a millake to which any commentator would 
have been liable, who had read little more than the titles or contents 
of the chapters, into which tlrs work is divided} for the word Eu- 
repe has, in fome Engli/h, and all the Irifh editions, been printed in 
the title of this chanter, inflead of England, 

Glumdalclucb. 
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•Glumdalclitch. I fixed in the ftumps fo artificially, 
fcraping and Hoping them with my knife towards 
the points, that I made a very tolerable comb ; 
which was a feafonable fupply, my own being <0 
much broken in the teeth, that it was almoft ufe- 
]els : neither did I know any artift in that countiy 
fo nice and exa£t, as would undertake to make me 

another. v 

And this puts me in mind or an amutement, 
wherein I fpent many of my leifure hours. 1 defil ¬ 
ed the Queen’s woman to favc for me the combings 
of her Majefty’s hair, whereof in time I got a good 
quantity, and confulting with my friend the cabi¬ 
net-maker, who had received general orders to do 
little jobs for me, I directed him to make two chair- 
frames, no larger than thole I had in my box, and 
then to bore little holes with a fine awl round thole 
parts where I defigned the backs and feats; through 
thele holes I wove the ftrongeft hairs I could pick 
out, juft after the manner of cane* chairs in England. 
When thev were finilhed, I made a prefcnt of them 
to her Majefty, who kept them in her cabinet, and 
uJcd to (hew them for curiofities, as indeed they 
were the wonder of every one that beheld them. 
The Queen would have had me fit upon one of 
thole chairs, but I abfolutelv refuled to obey her, 
protefting I would rather die a thoufand deaths, 
than place a difhonourable part of my body on thole 
precious hairs that once adorned her Majefty s head. 
Of thefe hairs (as I had always a mechanical genius,) 

I likewife made a neat little purfe about five feet 
long, with her Majefiy’s name decyphered in gold 
letters, which l gave to Glumdalclitch by the 
Queen’s confent. I o fay the truth, it was more 
for Ihew than ufe, being not of ftrengdi to bear the 
weight of the larger coins, and therefore file kept 
nothing in it but iorue little toys that girls are fond 

*The King, who delighted in mufic, had frequent 
G 2 concerts 
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concerts at court, to which I was fometimescarried, 
and let in my box on a table to hear them : but the 
noife was fo great, that I could hardly dillinguilh 
the tunes. I am confident, that all the drums and 
trumpets of a royal army, beating and founding 
together juft at your ears, could not equal it. ftiy 
pra&ice was to have my box removed from the place 
where the performers far, % as far as I could, then to 
ihut the doors and windows of it, and draw the 
wiiAlow-curtains; after which I found their muiic 
nor difagreeable. 

I had learned in my youth to play a little upon 
the fpiner. Glumdalclitch kept one in her cham¬ 
ber, and a matter attended twice a week to teach 
her : I called it a fpinet, bec.iufe it fomewhat rc- 
lembled that inttrumenr, and was played upon in 
the lame manner. A fancy came into my head, 
that I would entertain the King and Qncen with an 
Englifh tune upon this inftrument. Rut this ap. 
pcared extremely difficult: for the fpinet was near 
hxty feet long, each key being almolt a foot wide, 
fo that with my arms extended I comd not reach to 
above five keys, and to prels them down required a 
good fmart ftroke with my lift, which would be too 
great a labour, and to no pui polc. The method I 
contrived was this : I prepared two round 1 ticks 
about the bigneJs of common cudgel.; they Were 
thicker at one end than the other, and I covered 
the thicker ends with a piece of mouie’s ikin, that, 
by rapping on them, I might neither damage the 
tops of the keys, nor interrupt the found. Before 
the fpinet a bench was placed about four feet below 
the keys, and I was put upon rhe bench. 1 ran ilde- 
mg upon it that way and this, as fait as I could, 
banging the proper keys with my two fticks, and 
made a Hurt to play a jig to the great fatisfa&ion of 
noth their Majefties : but it was the moft violent 
exerciie I ever underwent, and yet I could not ttrike 
above iixteen keys, nor confcquentiy play the bals 
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and treble together, as other artifts do; which was 
a great difadvantage to my performance. 

The King, who, as 1 before obferved, was a 
prince of excellent undemanding, would frequent¬ 
ly order, that I iliould be brought in my box, and 
let upon the table in his clofet; he would then 
command me to bring one of my chairs out of tnc 
box, and fit down within three yards diftance upon 
the top of the cabinet, which brought me almolt to 
a level with his face. In this manner I had leveral 
converfations with him. I one day took the free¬ 
dom to tell his Majefty, that the contempt he dil- 
co' ered towards Europe, and the reft of the world, 
did not feem anfwerable to thofe excellent qualities 
of mind that he was mailer of: that realon did not 
extend itfelf with the bulk of the body ; on the 
contrary, we obferved in our country, that the 
talleft perfons were ufually leaft provided with it 1 
that, among other animals, bees and ants had the 
reputation of more induftry, art, and lagacity, than 
many of the larger kinds; and that, as inconfider- 
able as he took me to be, I hoped I might live to 
do his Majefty fome fignal fervice. ihe Kmg heard 
me with attention, and began to conceive a niuen. 
better opinion of me than he had ever betore. 
delired I would give him as exact an account ot the 
government of England, as I poffifaly could ; be- 
c iufe, as fond as princes commonly are or their 
own cuftoms, (for fo he conjectured of other 
narchs bv my former difeourfes,) he (liould be glad 
to hear of any thing that might delerve imitation 
Imagine with thy tel f, courteous reader, how ot- 
ten I then willicd for the tongue of Demofthencs 
or Cicero, that might have enabled me to celebrate 
the praife of my own dear native country, in a ftile 
equal to its merits and felicity. * . „ 

I began my difeourfe by informing his Majefty* 
that our dominions conlifted of two illands, which 
compofed three mighty kingdoms under one iov,- 

rugn. 
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rci 3 n » befides our plantations in America. I dwelt 
Jong upon the fertility of our foil, and the tempc- 
1 ature oi our climate. I then fpokc at large upon 
the conftitution of an Englilh parliament, partly 
made up of an illuftrious body called the Houfe of 
1 cers, perfons of the nobleft blood, and of the 
moft ancient and ampl patrimonies J defcribed 
that extraor 'inary care always taken of their educa¬ 
tion in arts and arms, to qualify them for being 
counfdlors both to the king and kingdom ; to have 
a hiare in the legiflature ; to be members of the 
hi g no ft court of jud»cature, from whence there* 
eouid be no appeal ; and to be champions always 
ieady for die deience of their prince and country, 
by their valour, conduct, and fidelity. That thefe 
were the ornament and bulwark of the kingdom, 
worthy followers of their mod renowned anceftors’ 
wiiofe honour had been the reward of their virtue, 
horn which their pofterity were never once known 
to degenerate. To thefe were joined fcveral holy 
perfons as parr of that aflembly, under the title of 
bifhops, whole peculiar bufinelk it is to take care of 
religion, and or thofe who ijiftruft the people 
therein. Thefe were fearched and fought out 

0 through the whole nation, by the prince and his 
wifeft counsellors among fuch of the priefthood, as 
were moft dfifervedly diftinguifhed by the fanftity 

X lhc,r ,IVCS? ;lncl l * ie depth of their erudition, 
who were indeed the fpiritual fathers of the clergy 
and the people. 07 

1 hat the other part of the parliament confifted 
(A nn ajCniblv called tlie houfe of commons, who 
were all principal gentlemen, freely picked and cull- 
c<l out by the people theinlclves, ‘for their great a- 
bihties and love ot their country, to repiefent the 
wifdoni or the whole nation. And that thefe two 
bedres made up the moft auguft affembly in hurope, 
to whom, in conjunction with*the nrince, the whole 
icgdlarure is committed. 
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I then defcended to the courts of juftice, over 
which the judges, thofe venerable fagts and inter¬ 
preters of the law, prefided for determining the 
difputed rights and properties of men,'as well as 
for the punilhment of vice and protection of inno¬ 
cence. I mentioned the prudent management of 
our treafury, the valour and achievements of our 
forces by fea and land. I computed the number of 
our people, by reckoning how many millions there 
might be of each religious fcft, or political party a- 
mong us. I did not omit even our fporis and 
paftimes, or any other particular, which I thought 
might redound to the honour of my country. And 
I finifhed all with a brief hiftorical account of af¬ 
fairs and events in England for about an hundred 
years paft. 

This converfation was not ended under five au¬ 
diences, each of feveral hours •, and the king heard 
the whole with greatf attention, frequently taking 
notes of what I fpoke, as well as memorandums or 
what queftions he intended to afk me. 

When I had put an end to thefe long difcourfes* 
his Majefiy in a fixth audience confulting his notes, 
propoled many doubts, queries, and objections up¬ 
on every article. He afked what methods were ukd 
to cultivate the minds and bodies of our young no¬ 
bility, and in what kind of bufinefs they commonly 
fpent the firft and teachable part of their lives. 
What courfe was taken to fupply that aflembly 
when any noble family became extinCt What qua¬ 
lifications were neceflary in thofe who are to be 
created new lords : whether the humour of the 
prince, a fum of money to a court lady or a prime 
minifter, or a defign of ftrengthening a party op- 
pofite to the public intereft, ever happened to be 
motives in thofe advancements. What fhare of 
knowledge thefe lords had in the laws of their coun¬ 
try, and how they came by it, fo as to enable them 
to decide the properties of them fellow fubjefts in 

the 
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the Lift refort. Whether they were always fo free 
from avarice, partialities, or want, that a bribe or 
lbme other finifter view could have no place among 
them. Whether thofe holy lords I fpoke of, were 
always promoted to that rank upon account of 
their knowledge in religious matters, and the fane- 
t:ty ot their lives; had never been compliers with 
the times while they were common priefts, or fit- 
^ifh proftirute chaplains, to fome nobleman, whofe 
opinions they continued fervilely to follow after 
they were admitted into that affembiy. 

He then deftred to know, what arts were praCH* 
fed in electing thofe whom I called commoners : 
whether a Granger with a ftrong purfe might not 
influence the vulgar voters to ebufe him before 
them own landlord, or the moft confiderable gen¬ 
tleman in the neighbourhood. How it came to pafs, 
tnat people were lo violently bent upon getting into 
this affembiy, which I allowed to be a great trou¬ 
ble and ex pc nee, often to the ruin of their families, 
without any falary or penfton ; becaufc this appear¬ 
ed inch an exalted ftrain ot virtue and public fpi- 
rir, that his Majefty feemed to doubt it might pof- 
libly not be always ftnccre : and he defired to know 
whether fuch zealous gentlemen could have any 
views of refunding themfelves for the charges’and 
trouble they were at, by facrificing the public good 
to the deftgns of a weak and vicious prince, in con¬ 
junction with a corrupted miniftry. He multiplied 
his questions, and lifted me thoroughly upon eve- 
iy part of this head, propofing numberlefs enqui- 
i ics and objections, which I think it not prudent 
or convenient to repeat* 

Upon what I laid in relation to our courts of ju- 
flice, his Majefty deftred to be fatisfied in feveral 
points : and this I was the better able to do, ha¬ 
ving been formerly almoft: ruined bv a long fuit in 
chancery, which was decreed for me'with cofts. He 
«(kcd what time was ulually fpent in determining 
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between right and wrong, and what degree of ex¬ 
pence. Whether advocates and orators had liber¬ 
ty to plead in caufes manifeftly known to be unjuft, 
vexatious, or opprefllve. Whether party in reli¬ 
gion or politics were obferved to be of any weight 
in the fcale of juftice. Whether thofe pleading ora¬ 
tors were perfons educated in the general knowledge 
of equity, or only in provincial, national, and o- 
ther local cuftoms. Whether they or their judges 
had any part in penning thole laws, which they af- 
fumed the liberty of interpreting and glofling upon 
at their pleafure Whether they had ever, at dif¬ 
ferent times, pleaded for and againft the fame 
caufe, and cited precedents to prove contrary opi¬ 
nions. Whether they were a rich or a poor cor¬ 
poration. Whether they received any pecuniary 
reward for pleading or delivering their opinions; 
And particularly, whether they were ever admitted 
as members in the lower fenate. 

He fell next upon the management of our trea- 
fury; and faid, he thought my memory had fail¬ 
ed me, becaule I computed our taxes at about five 
or fix millions a-year, and when I came to mention 
the iflues, he found they amounted to fometimes 
more than double : for the notes he had taken 
were very particular in this point, becaule he 
hoped, as he told me, that the knowledge of our 
conduct might be ufeful to him, and he could not 
be deceived in his calculations. But, if what I told 
him were true, he was ftill at a lofs how a king¬ 
dom could run opt of its eftate like a private per- 
fon. He a Iked me, who were our creditors : and 
where we found money to pay them. He wonder¬ 
ed to hear me talk of fuch chargeable and expen- 
five wars ; that certainly we muft be a quarrelfome 
people, or live among very fcad neighbours, and 
that our generals muft needs be richer than our 
kings. He alked what bufinefs we had out of our 
own ifiands, unlefs upon the fcore of trade or trea- 
Vol.V. . I ty» 
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ty, or to defend the coafts with our fleet. Above 
ail, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary 
handing army in the mid ft of peace, and among a 
tree people. He (aid, if we were governed by our 
own conlent, in the perfons of our reprefentatives, 
he could not imagine of w'hoip we were afraid, or 
againft whom we were to fight; and would hear 
my opinion, whether a private man’s houfe might 
not better be defended by himfelf, his children, 
and family, than by half a dozen rafeals, picked 
up at .1 venture in the ftreet for imall wages, who 
might get an hundred times more for cutting their 
throats. 

He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetic (as he 
was plea led to call it) in reckoning the numbers of 
our people by a computation drawn from the feverai 
lefts among us in religion and politics. He faid, 
he knew no re.don why thole, who entertain opi¬ 
nions prejudicial to the public, fhould be obliged to 
change, or mould not be obliged co conceal them. 
Anti a.s it was tyranny in any government to require 
the firft, fo it was weaknefs not to inforce the it - 
contl : for a man may be allowed to keep poifons 
in his clofet, but not to vend them about for cor¬ 
dials. 

He oblerved, that among the diverflons of our 
nobility and gentry, I had mentioned gaming ; he 
defired to know ac what age this entertainment was 
ullutlly taken up, and when it was laid down ; how- 
much of their time it employed : whether it ever 
went fo high as to afFeft their fortunes : whether 
mean vicious people, by their dexterity in that art, 
might not arrive at great riches, and fometimes keep 
our very nobles in dependence, as well as habituate 
them to vile companions, wholly take them from 
the improvement of their minds, and force them 
by the Ioffes they received, to learn and praftife 
that infamous dexterity upon others. 

He was perfcftly aftonifhed with the hiftorical 
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account I gave him of our affairs during the laft 
century, protefting it was only a heap of confpira- 
cies, rebellions, murders, maffacres, revolutions, 
barifhmcms, the very word effefts that avarice, 
faftion, bypocrify, perfidi ufnefs, cruelty, rage, 
madnefs, hatred, envy, luft, malice, and ambition 

could produce. ... 

His Majefty, in another audience, was at the 

pains to recapitulate the futn of all I had Ipoken ; 
compared the queftions he made, with the anfwers 
I had given ; then taking me into his hands, and 
ftroaking me gently, delivered himtelf m thdc 
words, which I fhall never forget, nor the manner 
he fpok-e them int My little friend Gnldrig, you 
have made a moft admirable panegyric upon your 
country : you have clearly proved, that ignorance, 
idleneis, and vice are the proper ingredients for 
qualifying a legiflator; that laws are beft explained 
interpreted, and applied by ihofe whole mu-reft and 
abilities lie in perverting, confounding, and eluding 
them. I obferve among you forne lines ot an in- 

ftitution, which, in its original might have been to¬ 
lerable, but thefe half erafed, and rhe reft wholly 
blurred and blotted by corruptions. It doth not 
appear from all you have faid, how any one per¬ 
fection is required toward the procurement of any 
one ftation among you; much lefs that men are en¬ 
nobled on account of their virtue, that priefts are 
advanced for their piety or learning, foldiers tor 
their conduit or valour, judges for their integrity, 
fenators for the love of their country, or counfel- 
lors for their wifdom. As for yourlelf, continued 
the King, who have fpent the greateft part of your 
life in travelling, I am well dilpofed to hope you 
may hitherto have elcaped many vices of your 
country. But by what I have gathered from 
your own relation, and the anfwers I have with 
much pains wringed and extorted from you, I can¬ 
not but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the 
I 2 molt 
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moft pernicous race of little odious vermin, that 
nature ever fuffered to crawl upon the furface of 
the earth. 




CHAP. Vil *. 

The author’s love of his country. He makes a propofal 
of much advantage to the King, -which is rejected. 
The King's great ignorance in politics. 7 he learn¬ 
ing of that country very impelfett and confined. The 
lerws, and military affairs, and parties in the Jlate. 

■\TOTHING but an extreme love of truth could 
have hindered me fronp concealing this part of 
my (lory. It was in vain to dilcover my refentments, 
which were always turned into ridicule ; and I was 
forced to reft with patience, while my noble and 
molt beloved country was Jo injurioufly treated. I 
am as heartily lorry as any of my readers can poflibly 
be, that uch an occafion was given: but this prined 
happened to be lo curious and inquifitive upon eve¬ 
ry particular, that it could not confift either with 
gratitude or good manners to refute giving hirry 
what latis attion I was able. Yet thus much I mav 
b; allowed to fay in my own vindication, that 1 art¬ 
fully eluded many of his queftions, and gave to eve¬ 
ry point a more favourable turn, by many degrees, 
than the ftriftnefsof truth would allow. For I have 


* yirls ch’pi^r contains fuch farcafms on the ftrufture of the hu¬ 
man body, as too plaints ihew, that the author was unwilling to lofe 
any opootttimty »t oebafmg and rid.culing his cwr. fpecies. — Here 
a renednon naturally oc.urs, which, wi hout any fuperltition, leads 
taci 1. to admire and confefs the w .ys of Providence. For tl,i« great 
genius, this mighty wit, who feem d to feoff and fcorn at all m n- 
Kind, lived n t only to be an example to punirti his own pride, and 
to tern/y urs, but underwent fonae of the greiteft miferies to which 
hunua nature is liable. Orrery % 


always 

















Chap. 7. A VOYAGE to BROBDINGNAG. 61 

always that laudable partiality to my country, which 
Dionyfius Halicarnafifenfis with fo much juftice re-r 
commends to an hiftorian: 1 would hide the frail¬ 
ties and def ormities of my political mother, and 
place her virtues and beauties in the moft advanta- 
geous light. This was my fincere endeavour in 
thofe many difcourfes I had with that monarch, ah 
though it unfortunately failed of fuccefs. 

But great allowances fhould be given to a King, 
who lives whoily fecluded from the reft of the 
world, and muft therefore be altogether unacquaint¬ 
ed with the manners and cuftoms that moft prevail 
in other nations : the want of which knowledge will 
ever produce many prejudices, and a certain nar- 
rownefs of thinking, from which we and the po¬ 
liter countries of Europe are wholly exempted. And 
it would be hard indeed, if fo remote a prince’s no¬ 
tions of virtue and vice were to be offered as a ftan- 
dard for all mankind. 

To confirm what I have now faid, and further 
to fhew the miferable effefts of a confined educa¬ 
tion, I fhall here infert a paflage which will hardly 
obtain belief. In hopes to ingratiate myfelf farther 
into his M.ijtfty’s favour, I told him of an inven¬ 
tion dificovered between three and four hundred 
years ago to make a certain powder, into an heap 
of which the fmalleft fpark of fire falling, would 
kindle the whole in a moment, although it were as 
big as a mountain, and make it all fly up in the air 
together, with a noife and agitation greater than 
thunder. That a proper quantity of this powder, 
rammed into an hollow tube of brals or iron, ac¬ 
cording to its bignefs, would drive a ball of iron or 
lead with luch violence and fpeed, as nothing was 
able to fuftain its force. That the largeft balls thus 
dificharged would not only defiroy whole ranks of 
an army at once, but batter the ftrongeft walls to 
the ground, link down lhips, with a thoufand men 
in each, to the bottom of the fea; and, when link- 
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cd together by a chain, would cut through marts 
and rigging, divide hundreds of bodie.s in the mid¬ 
dle, and lay all warte before them That we often 
pur this powder into large hollow balls of iron, and 
difchargtd them by an engine inro fome city we 
were befieging, which would rip up the pavement?, 
tear the houles to pieces, burrt and throw fplinters 
on every fide, dafhing out the brains of all who 
came near. 1 hat I knew the ingredients very well, 
which were cheap and common ; I underftood the 
manner of compounding them, and could direft his 
workmen how to make thofe tubes of a fize pro¬ 
portionable to all other things in his Majefty’s king¬ 
dom, and the largeft need not be above an hundred 
feet long ; twenty or thirty ot which tubes, charged 
with the proper quantify of powder and balls, would 
batter down the walls of the ftrongeft town in his 
dominions in a few hours, or dertroy the whole 
metropolis, if ever it fhould pretend to difpute his 
abfolute commands. This I humbly offered to his 
Majtfty, as a imall tribute of acknowledgment in 
return of fo many marks that I had received of his 
royal favour and protection. 

1 he king was (truck with horror at the deferip- 
tion I had given of thofe terrible engines, and the 
propofal I had made. He was amazed, how fo im¬ 
potent and groveling an infeCt as I (thele were his 
expreflions) could entertain fuch inhuman ideas, 
and in lo familiar a manner, as to appear wholly 
unmoved at all the feenes of blood and deflation, 
which I had painted as the common effedts of thofe 
dertruCtive machines, whereof he faid fome evil ge¬ 
nius, enemy to m nkind. muft have been the firft 
contriver. As for himfelf, he proterted, that al¬ 
though few things delighted him fo much as new 
difcoveries in art or in nature, yet he would rather 
loie half his kingdom, than be privy to fuch a fe- 
cret, which he commanded me, as I valued my life, 
never to mention any more. 
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A ftrange effett of narrow principles and fhorc 
views! that a prince poirefied of every quality 
which procures veneration, love, and efteem ; of 
ftrong parts, great wifdom, and profound learning, 
endowed with admirable talents for government, 
and almoft adored by his iubjetts, ihouid from a 
nice unneceflary fcruple, whereof in Europe we 
can have no conception, let flip an opportunity put 
into his hands, that would have made him abiolutc 
mafter of the lives, the lib rcies, and the fortunes 
of his people. Neither do I fay this with the lead 
intention to detract from the many virtues of that 
excellent king, whole charafter, I am fenfible, will 
on this account be verv much lefTened in th opi¬ 
nion of an Engliili reader : but I take this defect 
among them to have rilen from their ignorance, by 
not having hitherto reduced politics into a fcience, 
as the more acute wits of Europe have done. For 
I remember very well in a difeourfe one day with 
the King, when I happened to ay there were ieve- 
ral thoufand books among us written upon the arc 
of government, it gave him (Jirt&.y contrary to 
my intention,) a very mean opinion of our under¬ 
standings. He proieflea both to abominate and 
defpife all myftery. refinement, and intrigue, either 
in a Prince or a Miniftcr. He could not tell what 
I meant by fee rets of ftate, where an enemy, oi 
fome rival nation, were not in the cale. He con¬ 
fined the knowledge of go erning within very nar¬ 
row bounds, to common fenfe and reafon, to ju- 
ftice and lenity, to the lpeedy determination of ci¬ 
vil and criminal caufes ; with fome oilier obvious 
topics, which are not worth confidcring. And he 
g.ive it for his opinion, that whoever could make 
two ears ot corn, or two blades of grais, to grow 
upon a fpot of ground where only one grew be¬ 
fore, would deferve better of mankind, and do 
more eflential fervice to his country, than the 
whole race of politicians put together. 


The 
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The learning of this people is very defective, con¬ 
fiding only in morality, hiftory, poetry, and ma¬ 
thematics, wherein they mud be allowed to excel. 
But the lad of thefe is wholly applied to what may 
be ufeful in life, to the improvement of agricul¬ 
ture, and all mechanical arts ; fo that among us it 
would be little edeemed. And as to ideas, entities, 
abdra&ions, and tranfcendantals, I could never 
drive the lead conception into their heads. 

No law of that country mud exceed in words 
the number of letters in their alphabet, which con- 
fids only in two and twenty. But indeed few of 
them extend even to that length. They are expref- 
fied in the mod plain and fimple terms, wherein 
thofe people are not mercurial enough to difeover 
above one interpretation : and to write a comment 
upon any law is a capital crime. As to the declfion 
of civil caufes, or proceedings againd criminals, 
their precedents are fo few, that" they have little 
reafon to boad of any extraordinary (kill in cither. 

They have had the art of printing, as well as the 
Chinefe, time out of mind : but their libraries are 
not very large ; for that of the King, which is rec¬ 
koned the larged, doth not amount to above a 
thoufand volumes, placed in a gallery of twelve 
hundred feet long, from whence I had liberty to bor¬ 
row what books I pleafed. The Queen’s joiner had 
contrived, in one of Glumdalclitch s rooms, a kind 
of wooden machine five and twenty feet high, form¬ 
ed like a danding ladder, the deps were each fifty 
feet long : it was indeed a moveable pair of dairs, 
the lowed end placed at ten feet didance from the 
wall of the chamber. The book I had a-mind to 
read was put up leaning againd the wall : I firft 
mounted to the upper dep of the ladder, and turn- 
ing my face towards the book, began at the top of 
the page, and fo walking to the right and left abem 
eight or ten paces, according ro the length of the 
lines, till I had gotten a little below the level of 
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mine eves, and then defending gradually till I came 
to the bottom : .after which I mounted again, and 
began the other page in the fame manner, and lo 
turned over the leaf, which I could eafily do with 
both my hands, for it was as thick and ftitt as a 
pafte-board, and in the largeft folios not above 

eighteen or twenty feet long. . , 

Their ftyle is clear, mafculine, and fmooth, but 
not florid •, for they avoid nothing more than mul- 
tiolving unneceffary words, or ufing various exprel- 
fions I have perufed many of their books, elpe- 
ciailv thofe in hiftory and morality. A.mong the 
reft I was much diverted with a little old treatife, 
which always lay in Glumdalclitch s bed-chamber, 
and belonged to her governefs, a grave elderly gen¬ 
tlewoman, who dealt in writings of morality and 
devotion. The book treats of the weaknels ot hu¬ 
man kind, and is in little efteem, except among the 
women and the vulgar. However 1 was curious to 
lee what an author of that country could fay upon 
fuch a fubjeft. This writer went through all the 
ufual topics of European moralifts, (hewing how 
diminutive, contemptible, and helplefs an animal 
was man in his own nature : how unable to defend 
himfelf from inclemencies of the air, or the fury ot 
wild beafts : how much he was excelled by one 
creature in ftrength, by another in fpecd, by a third 
in forefight, by a fourth in induftry. He added, that 
nature was degenerated in thefe latter declining ages 
of the world, and could now produce only fmall 
abortive births, in comparifon of thofe in ancient 
times He faid it was very reafonable to think, not 
onlv that the fpecies of men were originally much 
larger, but alfo that there rnuft have been giants m 
former ages ; which, as it is afferted > 1 ^‘7 an 

tradition, fo it hath been confirmed bv huge bones 
and fkulls cafually dug up in leveral parts of the 
kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindled race 
of man in our days. He argued, that the very laws of 
Voi. V. 2 I nature 
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nature abfolutely required we fhould have been made 
in the beginning of a fizr more large and robult, not 
io liable ro deftruflion from every little accident of 
a tile falling from an houle, or a ftone call from 
the hand of a boy, or being drowned in a little 
brook, fiom this way of reafoning, the au:hor 
drew fever a 1 moral applications, ufeful in the con¬ 
duct of life, but needlefs here to repeat. For niy 
own part, I could not avoid relieving how univer¬ 
sity ibis talent was fpread, of drawing lectures in 
morality, or indeed rather matter of dilconrenr and 
repining, from the quarrels we raife with Nature. 
And, I believe, upon a ftrift enquiry, thofe quar¬ 
rels might be fhc'wn as ill-grounded among us, as 
they are among that people *. 

As to their military affairs, they bon ft that the 
King's army confilfs of an hundred and Icventy-fix 
thoufand foot, and thirty two thoufand horfc : if 
that may be called an army, which is made up of 
trade!men in the llveral cities, and farmers in the 
country, whole commanders are only the nobility 
and gentry without pay or reward. I hey arc indeed 
pei feci enough in their cxercifes, and under very 
good difeipiine, wherein I faw no great merit ; for 
how Ihouid it be otherwife, where every farmer is 
under the command of his own landlord, and every 
citizen under that ol the principal men in his own 
cit}, cholen after the manner of Venice by ballot ? 

I have often feen the militia of Lorbrulgrud 
drawn out to exercifc in a great field, near the city, 
ol twenty miles fquare. They were in all not above 
twenty-live thoufand foot, and fix thoufand horfe : 
bur it was impoflible for me to compute their num¬ 
ber, confidering the fpace of ground they took tip. 


The author s real to juftify Providence ha; brf.,re been remark¬ 
ed ; and thefe qu irrcls with Na me, or, in other word*, with Go' 
cou.d nor have been more forcibly reproved, than by toewing, that the 
complaints upon ^hich tney arc louniei, would be ccua.lv fpecious 
r.mong beings or fuch aftenitoing fuperiorky of Mature and ftr<ng:b. 
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A cavalier, mounted on a large fleed, might be 
about ninety feet high. I have I'een this whole bo- 
dy of horie, upon a word of command, draw their 
fwords at once, and brandtlh them in the air. Ima¬ 
gination can figure nothing fo grand, (o iurpriting, 
and to alionilhing! it looked as it ten thoufand 
flalhes of lightning were darting at the lame time 
from everv quarter of the fkv. _ 

I was curious to know how this prince, to whole 
dominions there is no accefs from any other coun¬ 
try, came to think of armies, or to teach his peo¬ 
ple the practice of military difeipline. But 1 was 
loon informed both by converfation and reading 
their hiftories : for in the courfe of many ages they 
have been troubled with the fame difeafe to which 
the whole race of mankind is lubjeft; the nobility 
often contending for power, the people for liberty, 
and the King for abfolute dominion. All which, 
however, happily tempered by the laws ot that 
kingdom, have been fometimes violated by eacn ot 
the three parties, and have more than once occali- 
oned civil wars, the laft whereof was happily put 
an end to by this prince’s grandfather in a general 
compofition ; and the militia, then fettled with com¬ 
mon confent, hath been ever hnce kept in the fmU- 
.eft duty. 



C H A r. VIII. 

The King and Queen make a progrefs to the frontiers 
The author attends them. The manner in which he 
leaves the country very particularly related . He re¬ 
turns to England . 

t Had always a ftrong impulfe, that I fliould 
* fome time recover my liberty, though it was im- 
2 I 2 pombl* 



65 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Parr It. 

pofliblc to conjecture by what means, or to form 
any projcCt with the lead hope of fucceeding. The 
fhip in which I failed was the firR ever known to 
be driven within fight of that coaft, and the King 
had given ftriCt orders, that if at any time another 
appeared, it fhould be taken afhore, and with all 
its crew and pafiengers brought in a tumbril to Lor- 
brulgrud. He was ftrongly bent to get me a woman 
of my own fize, by whom I might propagate the 
breed : but I think I (hould rather have died, than 
undergone the difgrace of leaving a pofterity to be 
kept in cages like tame Canary birds, and perhaps 
in time fold about the kingdom to perfons of quality 
for curiofities. I was indeed treated with much 
kindnefs: I was the favourite of a great King and 
Queen, and the delight of the whole court; but it 
was upon luch a foot, as ill became the dignity of 
human kind. I could never forget thofe domeftic 
pledges 1 had left behind me. 1 wanted to be among 
people with whom I could converfe upon even 
terms, and walk about the ftreets and fields, with¬ 
out being afraid of being trod to death like a frog, 
or a young puppy. But my deliverance came fooner 
than I expeCted, and in a manner not very com¬ 
mon : the whole ftory and circumftances of which 
I ill all faithfully relate. 

I had now been two years in this country ; and, 
about the beginning of the third, Glumdaiclitch 
and I attended the King and Queen in a progrefs to 
the fouth coaft of the kingdom. I was carried as 
ufual in my travelling-box, which, as 1 have alrea¬ 
dy deferibed, was a very convenient clofet of twelve 
feet wide. And I had ordered a hammock to be 
fixed by filken ropes from the four corners at the 
top, to break the jolts, when a fei vant carried me 
before him on horfe^ack, as I fometimes defired, 
and would often fleep in my hammock while we 
were upon the road. On the roof of my clofet, not - 
direCtly over the middle of the hammock, I ordered 
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the joiner to cut out a hole of a foot fquare, to give 
me air in hot weather, as I ilept; which hole I (hut 
at pleafure with a board, that drew backwards and 
forwards through a groove. 

When we came to our journey’s end, the King 
thought proper to pafs a few days at a palace lve 
hath near Flanflafnic, a city within eighteen Englilh 
miles of the feafide. Glumdalclitch and I were 
much fatigued : I had gotten a finall cold, but the 
poor girl was fo ill as to be confined to her cham¬ 
ber. i longed to fee the ocean, which mult be the 
only fcene of my efcape, if ever it Ihould happen. 

I pretended to be worfe than 1 really was, and de¬ 
fined leave to take the frelh air of the fiea with a 
page, whom I was very fond of, and who had fome- 
times been trufted with me. I (hall never forget 
with what unwiilingnefs Glumdalclitch confented, 
nor the drift charge (he gave the page to be care¬ 
ful of me, burfting at the fame time into a flood of 
tears, as if fhe had Tome foreboding of what was to 
happen. The boy took me out in my box about 
half an hour’s walk from the palace towards the 
rocks on the lea (bore. I ordered him to fet me 
down, and, lifting up one of my fafnes, cafi; many 
a wiftful melancholy look towards the lea. I found 
myfelf not very well, and told the page that I had 
a mind to take a nap in my hammock, which I 
hoped would do me good. I got in, and the boy 
flint the window dole down to keep out the cold, 

1 loon fell afleep, and all I can conjectuie is, that, 
while I flcpt, the page, thinking no danger could 
happen, went among the rocks to look for birds 
eggs, having before obferved him from my window 
fiearching about, and picking up one or two in the 
(lefts, lie that as it will, 1 tound my (elf fuddenly 
awaked with a violent pull u$on the ring, which 
was faftened at the top of my box for the conveni- 
cncy of carriage. I felt my box raifed very high in 
the air, and then borne forward with prodigious 
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fpeed. I he firft jolt had like to have fhaken me out 
of my hammock, hut afterwards the motion was 
eafy enough. I called out fcveral times, as loud as 
I could rail’e my voice, but all to no purpofe. I 
looked towards my windows, and could fee nothing 
but the clouds and lkv. I heard a noife juft over 
my head like the clapping of wings, and then be¬ 
gan to perceive the woeful condition I was in, that 
t >me eagle had got the ring of my box in his beak, 
with an intent to let ir fall on a rock like a tortoife 
in a (hell,, and then pick out my body, and devour 
it : lor the lagacity and hncll of this bird enabled 
him to dil’cover his quarry at a great diftance, tho* 
better concealed than I could be within a two inch 
board. 

In a little time I obftrved the noife and flutter of 
wings to increafe very fail, and my box was tolled 
up and down like a lign in a windy day. I heard 
fcveral bangs or buffets, as I thought, given to the 
eagle, (for fuch I am certain it mult have been, that 
held the ring of my box in his beak,) and then all 
on a fudden felt myfelf falling perpendicularly down 
for above a minute, but with fuch incredible fwift- 
nefs, that I almoft loft my breath. My fall was 
flopped by a terrible fquaih, that founded louder 
to my ears than the cararaft of Niagara * ; after 
which I was quite in the dark for another minute, 
and then my box began to rife io high, that I could 
fee light from the tops of the windows. I now per¬ 
ceived that 1 was fallen into the fea. My box, by 
the weight of my body, the goods that were in, and 
the broad plates of non fixed for ftrength at the 
four corners of the top and bottom, floated about 
ft/e feet deep in water. I did then, and do now 


• Niagara i 2 fettlcment of the French in North America, end the 
r “ ar.ift is produced by the tall of a conHux or waicr (formed of the 
lour vjfi lai;es <>f Cjnada,) from aro.ky precipice, th perpendicular 
Hcighr of which is iy feet; aid it is laid to have be.n heard toftcen 
Kague* 
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fuppofe, that the eagle which flew away with my 
box, was purfued by two or three others, and for¬ 
ced to let me drop while he defended himfclf againft 
the red, who hoped to (hare in the prey. The 
plates of iron faftened at the bottom of the box, 
(for thofe were the ftrongeft,) preferved the balance 
while it fell, and hindere'd it from being broken on 
the furface of the water. Every joint of it was well 
grooved; and the door did not move on hinges, 
but up and down like a fafh, which kept my clofet 
io tight, that very little water came in. I got with 
much difficulty out of my hammock, having Arft 
ventured to draw back the flip-board on the roof 
already mentioned, contrived on purpose to let in 
air, for want of which I found myfelf almoft 
ftifled. 

How often did I then wifh myfelf with my dear 
Glumdalclitch, from whom one iingle hour had fo 
far divided me ! And I may fay with truth, that in 
the midft of my own misfortunes, I could not for¬ 
bear lamenting my poor nurfe, the grief fhe would 
fufler for my lofs, the difplcafure of the Queen, and 
the ruin of her fortune Perhaps many travellers 
have not been under greater difficulties and dill refs 
than I was at this juncture, expecting every mo¬ 
ment to fee my box dalhed in pieces, or at leaf! o- 
verfet by the Arft violent blaft or riling wave. A 
breach in one Angle pane of glafs would have 
been immediate death : nor could any thing have 
preferved the windows but the llrong lattice-wires 
placed on the out-Ade againft accidents in travel¬ 
ling. I faw the water ooze in at feveral crannies, 
although the leaks were not coniiderable, and I en¬ 
deavoured to ftop them as well as I could. I was 
not able to lift up the roof of my clofer, which o- 
therwife I certainly fliould have done, and' lat on 
the top of it, where l might at leaft preferve myfelf 
fome hours longer than by being ftiut up (as I may 
call it) in the hold. Or if 1 elcaped tbefe dangers 
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for a clay or two, what could I expert but a mifer- 
able death of cold and hunger ? I was four hours 
under thefe circumftances, expecting, and indeed 
\vi(hing every moment to be my laft. 

1 have already told the reader, that there were 
two ftrong ftaples fixed upon that fide of my box 
which had no window, and into which the fervant, 
who ufed to carry me on horfcback, would put a 
leathern belt, and buckle it about his waift. Being 
in this difconfolate date, I heard, or at leaft thought 
I heard, fome kind of grating noife on that fide cf 
my box where the ftaples were fixed, and foon at- 
ter I began to fancy, that the box was pulled cr 
towed along in the fea ; for I now and then felt a 
fort of tugging, which made the waves rife near the 
tops of my windows, leaving me almoftin the dark. 
This gave me fome faint hopes of relief; although 
I was not able to imagine how it could be brought 
about. I ventured to unferew one of my chairs, 
which were always faftened to the floor; and ha¬ 
ving made a hard fiiifc to ferew it down again di- 
rertly under the flipping-board that I had lately o- 
pened. I mounted on the chair, and putting my 
mouth as near as I could to the hole, I called for 
help in a loud voice, and in all the languages I un- 
derftood. I then faftened my handkerchief to a 
flick I ufually carried, and thruftingit up the hole, 
waved it feveral times in the air, that if any boat or 
{hip were near, the fcamen might conjerture fome 
unhappy mortal to be fliut up in the box. 

I found no effert from all I could do, but plain¬ 
ly perceived my clofet to be moved along ; and in 
the fpace of an hour, or better, that fide of the box 
where the ftaples were, and had no window, ftruck 
againft fomething that w^s hard. I apprehended it 
to be a rock, and found my ft If tofled more than 
ever. I plainly heard a noife upon the cover of my 
clofet, like that of a cable, and the grating of it as 
it paffed through the ring, I then found myfelf 
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hoi fled up by degrees, at lead: three feet highei 
than I was before. Whereupon I again thruft up my 
hick and handkerchief, calling for help till I was 
almoft hoarle. In return to which, I heard a gr a 
(bout repeated three times, giving me fuch tra 
pons of iov as are not to be conceived but by thole 
EliofeeUbem. I now heard a trampling over my 
head, and fomebody calling through the hole 
a loud voice in the Englilh tongue, if £ er f ^ 
body below, let them (peak. 1 anlwered, I was an 
Englifhman, drawn by ill fortune into the greateft 
thv ever any creature underwent, and 
begged by all that was moving to be delivered out 
of the dungeon I was in. The \01ce repliec 
fafe for my box was faftened to their {hip i and 
he carpenter ihould immediately come and law a 
hole in the cover, large enough to pu 1 me out. I 
anfwered, that was needlefs, and would take up too 
much time, for there was no more to be done, bu 
let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, and 
tie the box out of the fea into tin flop, and lo 
into the captain’s cabin *. Some of them upon 
hearing me talk fo wildly thought I was mad ; o- 
thers laughed ; for indeed it never came into my 
head that I was now got among people of my own 

ftaturc and Hreugth. ihe carpenter came, and in 

a few minutes favved a paffige about four teet 
fquare, then let down a fmall ladder, upon 
mounted, and from thence was taken into the lhip 

in a very weak condition. 

1 he tailors were all in amazement, andl nfhed m 
a thoufand queftions, which 1 had no inclination 

* There are fevers! little incidents which 

men, depended on then_ b->g dellvered . and he is afterwards 

abfuidity, by his deal to preferve his forni- 
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nnfwcr. I was equally confounded at the fight of 
o many• pignt.es, for fuch I took them to be, after 
!° jP a .8 "ccuftomed mine eyes to the mon- 
had left - J5ut thc captain, Mr Tho¬ 
mas W.lcocks, an honeft worthy Shroplhire man, 
ohferv.ng I was ready to faint, took me into his ca- 
’ gave me a cordial to comfort me, and made 
me turn in upon his own bed, advifing me to take 
a little reft, ot which I had great need 8 Before I 

fome v°aS’ \ h ' m IO unded ' tand 'hat I had 
ome valuable furniture in my box, too good to be 

loft , a line hammock, an handfome field-bed, two 

chairs, a table and a cabinet. That my clofet was 

hung on all tides, or rather quilted, with lilk and 

cotton : that if he would let one of the crew brin^ 

■»y clofet into his cabbin, I would open it there be°- 

, i e him, and fhew him my goods. The captain 

hearing me utter thefe abfurdities concluded I was 

nif-d 8 / h< ? WeVCI \ (Ifu PP° fe to Pacify me) he pro- 
mled to give orders as I defired, and going upon 

deck fent fome of his men down into my clofet 
f om whence (as I afterwards found) they drew up 
a 1 my goods, and dripped off the quilting : but thf 
chairs, cabinet, and bed-ftead, being feretved to he 

rrr h d r gcd by thc of z 

knocked off f I- 11 ? 1 UP by f0rce - Then they 
knocked oft ome of the boards for the ufe of the 

t P ’.e a t th h C I, ^ had S- ‘hey had a mind 
i, let the hull drop into the fea, which, by rea- 

unk°m n; ‘ n | breadles made in the bottom andfides, 
unk to rights. And indeed I was glad not to have 
been J ipedator of the havock the/made ' becaufe 
• < onfident it would have lenfibiy touched me bv 

t2t3t£2£r**‘ i "'» -Sf! 

dr itr ,,i,h 

had cleaned uL 1 *‘ aJ ett ’ a d ,he dangers I 
y f * f d - However, upon waking I found my- 
ielf much recovered. It was now ‘about eight 

* o’clock 
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o’clock at night, and the captain ordered [upper im¬ 
mediately, thinking I had already failed too long. 
He entertained me with great kindnefi, obfei\in B 
me not to look wildly, or talk inconfiftently • and, 
when we were left alone, defired I would give him a 
relation of my travels, and by what accident T came 
to be fet a drift in that monflrous wooden .chelt. 
He faid, that about twelve o’clock at noon, as he 
was looking through his glafs, he fpied it at a oi- 
ftance, and thought it was a fail, which he had a 
mind to make, being not much out of his corn le, 
in hopes of buying fome bilket, his own beginning 
to fall fhort. That upon coming nearer, and hnd- 
in<» his error, he fent out his long boat to di cover 
what I was ; that his men came became back in a 
fright, fwearing they had feen a fwimm.ng houle. 
That he laughed at their folly, and went himfdf m 
the boat,ordering his men to take a ttrong cable a- 
long with them. That the weather being calm he 
rowed round me feveral times, obferved my win¬ 
dows, and the wire lattices that defended them. 
That he difcovered two ftaples upon one fide, which, 
was all of boards without any paffage for light. He 
then commanded his men to row up to that fade, 
and fattening acable to one of the ftaples, ordered 
them to tow my chctt (as they called it) towards 
the Ihip. When it was there, he gave directions 
to fallen another cable to the ring fixed m the co¬ 
ver and to raife up my chert with pulhes, which all 
the Tailors were not able to do above two or three 
feet. He faid they faw my flick and handker¬ 
chief tkruft out of the hole, and concluded that 
fome unhappy man mull be lhut up m the cavity. 
I alked, whether he or the crew had feen any pro¬ 
digious birds in the air about the time he hill dif¬ 
fered me ? to which he anfwered, that, d.fcour- 
ilna this matter with the failors while I was fcflccp, 
one of them faid he had obferved three eagles flying 
towards the north, but remarked nothing of their 
K 7 being 
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being larger than the ufual lize, which, I fuppofe, 
mull be imputed to the great height they were at ; 
and he could not gucls the realon of my queftion. 
I then ilk d the captain, how far he reckoned we 
might be from land ? He faid, by the belt compu¬ 
tation he could make, we were at lead an hundred 
leagues. 1 allured him that he mull be millaken 
by aim oft half, for I had not left the country from 
whence I came above two hours before I dropt in¬ 
to the fea. W hereupon he began again to think 
that my brain was diliurbed, ol which he gave me 
a hint, and advifed me to go to bed in a cabbin he 
had provided I allured him I was well refrelhed 
with his good entertainment and company, and as 
much in my fenfes as ever I was. in my life. lie 
then grew ferious, and defired to aflc me freely whe¬ 
ther I were not troubled in mind by the confciouf- 
nefs of fome enormous crime, for which I was pu- 
mlhed at the command of fome prince, by expo- 
ling me in that cheft, as great criminals in other 
countries have been forced to fea in a leaky vdTcl 
without provifions: for although he Iho'uld be 
fort y to have taken fo ill a man into his Ihip, yet 
he would engage his word to let me fafe a (bore in 
the nrft port where we arrived. He added, that his 
iufpicions were very much increafed by fome very 
abfurd fpeeches 1 had delivered at fu ll to the failors, 
and afterwards to himfelf, in i elation to my elofee 
or cheft, as well as by my odd looks and behaviour 
while I was at (upper. 

\ begged his pati&ncc to hear me tell mv (lory, 
which ] faithfully did from the laft time I left Eng¬ 
land to the moment he firft difeovered me. And as 
truth always forceth irs way into rational minds, fo 
this honeft worthy gentleman, who had fome tinc¬ 
ture of learning and very good fenfe, was immedi¬ 
ately convinced of my candour and veracity. But, 
farther to confirm all I had laid, I intreated’him to 
give order that my cabinet Ihould be brought, of 
« which 
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which I had the key in my pocket, (for he had al¬ 
ready informed me how the Teamen diipofed ot my 
cloitt). I opened it in his prefenc , and Ihewed 
him the fmall collection of rarities I m.tue in 
the country from whence I had been io itrangely 
delivered. I here was the comb 1 had contrived 
out of the flumps of the King's beard, and another 
of the fame mateiials, but fixed into a piling ot 
her Majetty's thumb-nail, which ferved for the 
back There was a collection of needles and pins 
from a foot to half a yard long ; four wifp flings, 
like joiners tacks ; fome combings of the Queen s 
hair; a gold ring which one day (he made me a 
urefent of in a molt obliging manner, taking it 
from her little finger, and throwing it over my head 
like a collar. I dclired the captam would accept 
this ring in return of his civilities ; which l '.e abso¬ 
lutely refilled. I Ihewed him a corn that I had 
cut off with mv own hand from a maid of honour s 
toe ; it was about the bignels ot a Kentifn pippin, 
and grown fo hard, that, when I returned to Eng¬ 
land. I got it hollowed into a cup, and fet in iihei. 
Laftly, 1 defired him to fee the breeches I had then 
on, which were made of a nioule’s fkin. , 

I could force nothing on him but a footman s 
tooth, which I ob'erved him to examine with great 
curiofity, and found he had a fancy tor it. H* 
received it with abundance of thanks, more than 
fuch a trifle could deferve. It was drawn by an un- 
ikilful furgeon in a miftake trom one of GlumtU.- 
clitch’s men, who was afflicted with the ootKach 
but as it was as found as any in his head. I O ot 
cleaned and put into my cabinet. It was about .» 
foot long, and four inches in diameter. 

The camain was very well fatisfied with this plain 
relation I had given him, and laid, lie hoped, when 
we returned to England, I would oblige the wor.d 
bv putting it on paper, and making it public. M 
anfwe r was, that I thought we were already over- 
flocked with books of travels; that nothing could 
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now pafs which was not extraordinary; wherein I 
doubted feme authors lefs confulted truth, than 
thvirown vanity, or intereft, or the diversion of 
ignorant readers : that my ftory could contain little 
bolides common events, without thofe ornamental 
delcriptions of Orange plants, trees, birds, and o- 
flier animals; or of the barbarous cuftom and ido¬ 
latry of lavage people, with which moft writers a- 
bound. However, I thanked him for his good o- 
opinion, and promifed to take the matter into my 
thoughts. 

He laid, he wondered at one thing very much, 
which was, to hear rile fpeak fo loud, aiking me 
whether the King or Queen of that country were 
t !lick of hearing. I told him, it was what i had 
been ufed to for above two years p.tft ; and that I 
admired as much at the voices pf him and his men, 
who feemed to me only to whifper, and yet I could 
hear them well enough. 13 ut when I fpoke in that 
country, it was like a man talking in the frreet to 
another looking out from the top of a fteeple, un¬ 
it L when 1 was placed on a table, or held in any 
perfon s hand. I toid him, I had I ike wife obferved 
another thing, that when I firft got into the fhip, and 
the failors ftood all about me, I thought they were 
the moft little contemptible creatures 1 had ever be¬ 
held. For indeed, while I was in that prince’s 
country, I could never endure to look in a glafs, 
after mine eyes had been accuftomed to fuch prodi¬ 
gious objects, bccaufe the companion gave me fo 
delpicable a conceit of myfelf. The captain faid, 
that while wc were at f upper he obferved me to look 
at every thing with a fort of wonder, and that I 
often /cemed hardly able to contain my lauphter, 
which he knew not well liow to take, but imputed 
it to fome diforder in my brain. I anfwered, it was 
very true; and 1 wondered how 1 could forbear, 
when I law his ditties of the llzc of a Elver three- 
ptnro, a leg of pork hardly a mouthful, a cup not 
° ‘'*2 ,,s a nut-fhcil; and io I went on, deferibing 

the 
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the reft of his houfehold-ftuff and provifions after 
the fame manner. For although the Qiteen had or¬ 
dered a little equipage of all things neccliary forme, 
while I was in herfervice, yet my ideas were wholiv 
taken up with what I law on every fide of me, and I 
winked at my own littlenefs, as people do at their 
own faults. The captain underftood my raillery 
very well, and merrily replied with the old Englilh 
proverb, that he doubted mine eyes were bigger than 
my belly, for he did notobferve niy ftomach fo good 
although I had fafted all day ; and, continuing in 
his mirth, protefted he would gladly have given an 
hundred pounds to have feen my clofet in the eagle s 
bill, and afterwards in its fall from fo great a height 
into the fea •, which would certainly have been a 
molt aftonilhing objedl, worthy to have the defenp- 
tion of it tranfmitted to future ages : and the com- 
parifon of Phaeton was fo obvious, that he could 
not forbear applying it, although l did not much 
admire the conceit. _ . 

The captain, having been at Tonquin, was in his 
return to England driven north-eaftward to the la¬ 
titude of 44 degrees, and of longitude 143. But 
meeting a trade-wind two days after I came on 
board him, we failed fouthward a long time, and 
coafting New-Holland, kept our courfe weft-touth- 
weft, and then louth-fouth weft, till we dou¬ 
bled the Cape of Good Hope. Our voyage was very 
profperous, but I fhill not trouble the reader 
with a journal of it. The captain called in at one 
or two ports, and fent in his long-boat for provi¬ 
fions and frefli water, but I never went out of the 
fhip till we came into the Downs, which was on the 
third day of June 170b, about nine months after 
my efcape. I offered to leave my goods in fecurity 
for payment of my freight; but the captain proteft¬ 
ed he would not receive one farthing. We took a 
kind leave of each other, and I made him promife 
he would come to fee me at niy houfe in Redr iff. I 

hired 
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hired a horfe and guide for five fhillings, which I 
borrowed of the captain. 

As I was on the road, obferving the littlenefs of 
the heufes, the tree?, the cattle, and the people, I 
began to think myfelf in Lillipur. I was afraid of 
trampling on every traveller I met, and often called 
aloud to have them hand out of the way, fo that I 
had like to h >ve gotten one or two broken heads for 
my impertinence. 

When 1 came to my own houfe, for which I was 
forced to inquire, one of the fervants opening the 
door, I bent down to go in (like a goofc under a 
gate) for fear of ftriking my head. My wife ran 
out to embrace me, but I ftooped lower than her 
knees, thinking file could otherwife never be able 
to reach my mouth. My daughter kneeled to alk 
my blefling, but I could not lee her till fhe arofe, 
having been fo long ufed to hand with my head and 
eyes erect to above lixty feet ; and then I went to 
take her up with one hand by the waih. I looked 
down upon the fervants, and one or two friends 
who were in the houfe, as if they had been pig¬ 
mies, and I a giant. I told my wife lhe had been 
too thrifty, for I found flie had harved hcrfelf and 
her daughter to nothing. In fhort I bahaved my¬ 
felf fo unaccountably, th at they were all of the cap¬ 
tain’s opinion when he fir ft law me, and concluded I 
had loll my wits. This I mention as an inltance of 
the great power of habit and prejudice. 

In a little time, 1 and my family and friends came 
to a right underhand ing : but my wife protefted I 
ihould never go to lea any more : although my evil 
delliny fo ordered, that lhe had not power to hin¬ 
der me, as the reader may know hereafter. In the 
mean time, i here conclude the fecond part of my 
unfortunate voyages 

* rV.rjj the whole of the.fc two voyages to Lilliput and Brobding 
rag, aril'es one general remark, which, however obvious has been 
overlooked bv thefo v.ho couhdcr them as little mere than the 

fpext 
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fport of a wanton imagination. Wh n human aftions; are afcribed to 
Imica and giants, there are few that do not exc.te c.ther contempt 
a.° 2u <t 0 r horror. To aferibe them theretore to fuch beings, was 
p»rhaps the moit probable method of engaging the mind to examine 
them^wirh attention, and judge of them wi.h impartiality, by fnf- 
pet ding the fafc.nation of habit, and exlnb ting tarn, liar ob efts „ a 
CW light. The ufe of the fable then is not lefs a PP aren *> th *'*i“* 

, ,,tenfi»e • and that this ufe was intended by the author, 

can be doubted only by thofe who are difpofed to affirm, that order 
and regularity are the effe&s of chance. . , . 

Upon reading over the two firft paits of thefe travels, t in 
I can difeern a very great refemblance between certain paiTag.s in 
Guffiver’ voyage toLilliput, and the voyage of Cyrano de Bergerac 
oulliver s vo, b _Lc vrano de Bergerac is a French author of 

to c u ...ho had a very peculiar turn of wit and humour, 

a lingular chrrtaer, who had a very ^ advan . 

taowof [earning,' and a regular education. His imagination was 
leii guarded and corre«, but more agreeably extravagant. He has 
introduced into his philofophical romance, the fyftem <' f . Dcfcartes, 

inquiries'oV the phUofo- 

t&i&rjsrsxt'irissirzsz 

9/rCry, 
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TRAVELS 

Into feveral remote Nations of the World. 

P A R T III. 

A Voy age to Lapu ta, Balnibarbi, Lucg- 
nagc, Glubbduborib, and Japan *. 


C H A P. I. 

The author fets out on hii third voyage , is taken by pi- 
rat s The malice of a Dutchman . His ariival at 
an ijland . He is received into Laputa . 

11 AD not been at bonne above ten days, when 
Captain William Robinfon, a Cornifh man, 
commander of the llope-well, a flout fhip of 
three hundred tuns, came to my houfe. I had 

formerly 


* The third par- is in gene al written againft chymifts, mathema¬ 
ticians. mechanics, and projectors OJ all kinds. 

Switi was hale acquainted wit 1 mathematical knowledge, and was 
prejudiced againft it, by obferving the ftrar.gc eftelh it produced in 
ih 1 who applied themfehei entirely to that fcicnce. N»partofhu- 
r an literature has given gieater ftrength to the min -, or has produ- 
f r d greater benefits ro mankind, than the fevcral branches of learning 
that may pals under the general denomination of mathematics. But 
the ahufes of this fludy, the idle, f in, immech ? nical refinement 
°? it, are juft fubjefls ot iatire. The real ufe of kn -wledge is to in- 
V! go rate, not tc enervate the faculties of re.fon. Learning degene- 
rates into a fgccies of madnefs, when it is not fuperior to what it 
polie kth. The Liemific powers are moft evident, when they are 
c. pab.2 of exerting themfelves in the Lcial duties of life j when they 

wear 
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formerly been furgeon of another ffiip, where he 
was mailer and a fourth part owner, m a voyage to 
the Levant; he had always treated me more like a 
brother, than an inferior officer, and, heating 

n0 clrjlns ’ bu ' b^ v fr "re y cfc'r n ful, £C anli" 'mlVe' vVgomus, by ti e 
by the labours of dige^on- purfuits of oflentatious pe- 

Si.««2 ?s 

cedurc and limes of the human 

- - ■ 

more proper light. _ K d; n lum acri 

Ftnimae m«S«, magnm t ltr “ m 1 u ^“ a ‘{V\ exper ; me nts, or the 
He cannot he .u PP oled to itre- 

right application of them: hu. he r cj- unbracing a 

gu'.ar produ&ions of thofe ra|hmen,\v , ^taurs 5 whilft 

cloud inftead of a goddtfi, ^ blcfcd the 

Tupiter, from the embraces ot a Jt no, and an Aicm 

earth with an Hebe, and an Hcrui.es. • t ridicule the 

The defign of Gulliver, in his voyage to Laputa, ist r ^ ^ 

vain pretentions of chymifts, mat P n a(ir i a i ihidies. by no 

of that fpeculative tnbe,who fpend the j mi nd, or to L.large 

difpute, extremely neceifary ,n the fur.m^o^the *U ^ ^ ^ 

architecture, and otner fpectea , , • is wholly ablorbed 

rambles after a thoyiani .chimera?, repulf.cn, and 

in the confutation of the feveral posvets of attract,. 
the circulation of .he heavenly o , , n producing, a 

footv hands and face, .• employed .n Ms air P and qua hf y 

confide,able degree of cold, in fwers , 0 the pro’ft of 

the raging ct the dog-ftar, wh - f h f 0 n; es and exttavagan- 

extracting fun- Warns .h , f-h < » Dr. Swift 

cics are certa.nly the objefts of du.Uon ^ a , ejn 

5rJrS :vHt b a tfcs iSWS. 

^"'ufrfuMS- of fi-.ee, and wafie their I ves in the 
pXt of aerial vanities aadcxu.naganc.es. $*</'• ^ y 


/ 
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my arrival, made me a vifit, as 1 apprehend, only 
out of friendfhip ; for nothing palled more than 
what is ufual after long abfences. Rut, repeating 
his vifits often, expreffing his joy to find me in good 
health, afking whether I were now fettled for life ; 
adding, that he intended a voyage to the Raft-In¬ 
dies in two months ; at lad he plainly invited me, 
though with fomc apologies, to be furgeon of the 
fhip ; that I fhould have another furgeon under 
me, befides our two mates ; that my falary fhould 
be double to the ufual pay; and that having expe¬ 
rienced my knowledge in fea affairs to be at lead 
equal to his, he would enter into any engagement 
to follow my adrice, as much as if I had lhared in 
the command. 

He laid lb many other obliging things, and I 
knew him to be fo honed a man, \hat I could not 
reject his propofai ; the third I had of feeing the 
world, notwithdanding my pad misfortunes, con¬ 
tinuing as violent as ever. The only difficulty that 
remained, was to perfuade my wife, whole confcnt 
however I at lad obtained by the profpeft of advan¬ 
tage Ihe propofed to her children. 

# We fet out the sth day of Augud 1706, and ar¬ 
rived at Fort Sr. George the nth of April 1707. 
We dayed there three weeks to refrefh our crew, 
many of whom were fick. From thence we went 
to ronquin, where the captain refolved to conti¬ 
nue fome time, becaufe many of the goods he in¬ 
tended to buy were not ready, nor could he expect 
to be difpatched in feveral months. Therefore, in 
hopes to defray fome of the charges he mud be at, 
he bought a floop, loaded it with feveral forts of 
goods,, wherewith the Tonquinefe ufually trade to 
the neighbouring idands, and putting fourteen.men 
on board, whereof three were of the country, he 
appointed me mader of the floop, anti gave me 
power to traffic, while he tranlacted his affairs at 
Tonquin. 

We 
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We had not failed above three days, when, a 
great ftorm ariting, we were driven five days to the 
N. N. E. and then to the E ; alter which we had 
fair weather, but ftiil with a pretty ftrong gale from 
the W. Upon the tenth day, we were chafed by 
two pyrates, who foon overtook us ; for my Hoop 
was fo deep laden, that ihe failed very flow, nei¬ 
ther were we in a condition to defend ourieives. 

We were boarded about the fame time by both 
the pyrates, who entered furioufly at the head of 
their men ; but, finding us all proilrate upon our 
faces, (for fo 1 gave order.) they pinioned us with 
ftrong ropes, and, fetting a guard upon us, went 
to fearch the floop. 

I obferved among them a Dutchman, who feem- 
ed to be of fome authority, though he was not com¬ 
mander of either (hip. He knew us by our counte¬ 
nances to be Englifhmen, and jabbering to us in his 
own language, fwore we lliould be tied back to 
back, and thrown into the fea. 1 fpoke Dutch to¬ 
lerably well; I told him who we were, and begged 
him, in ccnlkleration of our being Ghriftians and 
Proteftants of neighbouring countries in ftrict alli¬ 
ance, that he would move the captains to take fome 
pity on us. 1 his inflamed his rage, be repeated his 
tlu eatenings, and, turning to his companions fpoke 
with great vehemence in the Japanefe language, as 
I fuppofe, often uflng the word Cb'i/lianos. 

The largeft of the two pyrate fhips was com¬ 
manded by a Japanefe captain, who fpoke a little 
Dutch, but very imperfedliy. He came up to me, 
and after feveral queftions, which I anfwered in 
great humility, he iaid we Ihoukl not die. I made 
the captain a very low bow, and then turning to 
the Dutchman laid, 1 was lorry to find more mercy 
in an Heathen, than in a brother Chriftian. liut 
I had foon reafon to repent thofe foolilh words : 
for that malicious reprobate, having often endea¬ 
voured in to perfuade both the captains, that 

I might 
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I might be thrown into the fea, (which they would 
not yield to after thepromife made me that 1 fhould 
not die,) however prevailed to far as to have a pu- 
nifhment infli&ed on me, worfe, in all human ap¬ 
pearance, than de.ith itfelf. My men were fent by 
an equal divifion into both the pyntte Ihips, and my 
H >op new manned As to mylclt, it was determin¬ 
ed that 1 Ihould be fet a-drift in a (mall canoe, with 
paddles nnd a fail, and four days provilions, which 
lad the Japanefe captain was fo kind to double out 
of his own /lores, and would permit no man to 
fearch me. I got down into tlie canoe, while the 
Dutchman, /landing upon the deck, loided me 
with all the curies and injurious terms his language 
could afford. 

bout an hour before we faw the pyrates, I had 
taken- an obfervation, and found we were in the 
latitude of 46 N. and of longitude 183. When I 
was at fome didance from the pyrates. I difeovered 
by my pocket glafs fevcral ifl.md to the fou:h-eaft. 

1 let up my fail, the wind being fair, with a deilgn 
to reach the neared of thofe iilands, which I made 
Ihifr to do in about three hours. Jt was all rocky ; 
however I got many birds eggs, and, driking fire, 

I kindled fome heath and dry lea-weed, by which I 
roaded my eggs. I eat no other fupper, being re- 
folv .d to Ip ire my provilions as much as I could. I 
p illed the night under the ihelter of a rock, ftrew- 
ing fome heath under me, and flept pretty well. 

The next clay I failed to another ifland, and thence 
to a third and fourth, fometimes uling my fail, and 
fometimes my paddles. Bur, not to trouble the 
reader with a particul ir account of my didreffes, 
let it fuffice, that, on 'ht- fifth day, I arrived at the 
1 iff ill md in my fight, whichffay fiouth-eatt to the 
former. 

his ifland was at a greater didancc than I ex¬ 
pected, and I did not reach it in lels than five 
hours. 1 cncompalled it aimed round, before f 
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could find a convenient place to land in, which was 
a finall creek about three times the widenefs of my 
canoe. I found the ifland to be all rocky, only a 
littl- intermingled with tufts of grafs, and fweet 
fuelling herbs. I took out my imall provifions, 
and, after having retrefhed myfelf, I fecured the 
remainder in a cave, whereof there were great num¬ 
bers. I gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, 
and got a quantity of dry fea-weed, and parched 
graisrwhich l defig ned to kindle the next day, and 
roalt my eggs as well as I could, (for I had about 
me my dint, fteel, match, and burning glafs). 1 
lay all night in the cave where I had lodged my pro¬ 
vifions. My bed was the fame dry grals and fea- 
weed which I intended lor fuel. I fiept very lit¬ 
tle, for the dilquiets of my mind prevailed over my 
weari nels, and kept me awake. I confidercd how 
impolliblc it was to preferve my life in lo defolate a 
pi.ice, and how mile cable mv end muff be. ^et 
found mylelr fo iiftlefs and -efponding, that I had 
not the heart to rife ; and before l cou d get Ipi- 
rits enough to creep out of my cave, the day was 
far advanced. I walked a while among the rocks, 
the iky was perfectly clear, and the fun fo hot, that 
I was forced to turn my face from it ; when all on 
a hidden it became obfeure, as 1 thought, in a man¬ 
ner very different f:om what happens by the inter- 
pofnion of a cloud I turned back, and perceived 
a vaft opaque body between me and the fun, mov¬ 
ing towards the "ifland : it feemed to be about 
two miles high, and hid the fun fix or feven mi¬ 
nutes, but 1 did not oble.ve the air to be much 
colder, or the fkv more darkened, than if I had 
hood under the fhade of a mountain. As it ap 
proachcd nearer over the place where I was, it ap¬ 
peared to be a firm fubftance, the bottom flat, 
fmooth, and fliining very bright from the reflexion 
of the fea below. I hood upon a height about two 
hundred yards from the lhore, and law thisvift 
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body defending almoft to a parallel with me, at 
lefs than an t nglilh mile diftanc . 1 took out my 

pocket perlpe&ivc, and could plainly difeover num¬ 
bers of people moving up and down the iides of ir, 
which appeared to be Hoping ; but what thele people 
were doing, I was not able to difiinguifh. 

The natural love of life gave me fome inward 
motions of joy, and I was ready to entertain a hope, 
that this adventure might fome way or other help 
to deliver me from the defolate place and condition 
I was in But at the fame time the reader can hard¬ 
ly conceive my aflonilhment, to behold an ifland 
in the air, inhabited by men, who were able (as it 
fhould feem,) to raife or fink, or put it into a pro- 
grefiive motion, as they plealed. But not being at 
that time in a difpofition to philofophife upon this 
phenomenon, I rather chofe to obfei vc what courfe 
the ifland would take, bccaufe it feemed for a while 
to hand A ill. Yet i'oon after it advanced nearer, 
and I could fee the fld-es of it encomp dTd with fe- 
veral gradations of galleries, and flairs at certain 
intervals to defeend from one to the other. In the 
lowefl gallery I beheld fome people filhing with long 
angling rods, and others looking on. I waved my 
cap (for my hat was long iince worn out,) and my 
handkerchief towards the ifland ; and, upon its 
nearer approach, I called and fhouted with the ut- 
moft flrength of my voice ; and then, looking cir- 
cumfpe&ly, I beheid a croud gathered to that fide, 
which was moft in my view. I found, by their 
poiniing towards me and to each other, that they 
plainly difcovered me, although they made no re¬ 
turn to my Ihouting But I could fee four or five 
men running in great hafie up the flair to the top 
of the ifland, who then difappeared. I happened 
rightly to conje&ure, that thefe were fent for or¬ 
ders to fome perfon in authority upon this occafion. 

The number of people increafed, and in lefs than 
hair an hour, the ifland was moved and raifed in 

fuch 
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fuch a manner, that the lowed gallery appeared in 
a parallel of lefs than an hundred yards didancc 
from the height where l Hood. I then put myfelf 
into the mod lupplicating poliures, and fpoke in 
the humbled accent, but received no anfwer. Thofe, 
who flood neared over-againft me, feemed to be 
perfons of diflinttion, as I luppoled by their habit. 
They conferred earnedly with each other, looking 
often upon me. At length one of them called out 
in a clear, polite, fmooth dialeft, not unlike in 
found to the Italian, and therefore I returned an 
anfwer in that language, hoping at lead, that the 
cadence might be more agreeable to his ears. Al* 
though neither of us underdood the other, yet my 
meaning was eafily known, for the peopie law the 
diftrefs I was in. 

They made ligns for me to come down from the 
rock, and go towards the lhore, which I according¬ 
ly did ; and the dying idand being railed to a con¬ 
venient height, the verge directly over me, a chain 
was let down from the lowed gallery, with a leat 
fadened to the bottom, to which 1 fixed myfelf, and 
was drawn up by puilies. 


CHAP. II. 

The humours anddifpofitions of the Laputians deferibed. 
An account of their learning . Of the King , and his 
court. The author's reception there. 'The inhabi¬ 
tants jubjeft to fear and dijquietudcs. An account 
of the women . 

A T my alighting I was furrounded with a croud 
of people, but thofe who dood neareft feemed 
to be of better quality. They beheld me with all the 
marks and circumdances of wonder, neither indeed 
Vol.V. M was 
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was I much in their debt; having never till then 
ieen a race of mortals fo lingular in their fhapes, 
habits, and countenances. Their heads were all re¬ 
clined either to the right or to the left; one of their 
eyes turned inward, and the other directly up to 
the zenith *. T heir outward garments were adorn¬ 
ed with the figures of funs, moons, and ftars, in¬ 
terwoven with thole of fiddles, flutes, harps, trum¬ 
pets, guittars, harpficords, and many other inftru- 
inents of mufic unknown to us in Europe. I ob 
ferved here and there many in the habit of fervants, 
with a blown bladder fa Ik ned like a flayl to the end 
of a fliort hick, which they carried in their hands. 
In each bladder was a fmall quantity of dried peas, 
or little pebbles, (as 1 was afterwards informed.) 
With theie bladders they now and then flapped the 
mouths and ears of thole who flood near them, of 
which practice 1 then could not conceive the meaning. 
It feems the minds of thofe people are fo taken up 
with imenle fpeculations, that they neither can 
fpeak, nor attend to the dil'courfes of others, with¬ 
out being roufed by fome external ta&ion upon the 
organs of Ipeech and hearing ; for which reafon, 
thofe perlons who are able to afford it, always keep 
a flapper (the original is climenole ,) in their family, as 
one of their domeflics, nor ever walk abroad, or 
make viflts without him. And the bufinefs of this 
officer is, when two, three, or more perfons, are 
in company, gently to ftrike with his bladder the 
mouth of him who is to lpeak, and the right ear of 
him or them to whom the fpeaker addreffeth him- 
felf. r I his flapper is likewife employed diligently to 
attend his maker in his walks, and upon occalion 
to give him a foft flap on his eyes, becaufe he is al¬ 
ways lb wrapped up in cogitation, that he is in ma- 
nifeft danger of falling down every precipice, and 

* By this defeription the author intended to ridicule thofe who 

7 ,, m ^ ecubtive lcTcnce > thc P° we -s of who/e minds arc a; 

abiurdly employed as the eyes ol the Lapuaans. 
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bouncing his head againft every port; and in the 
ftrcets, of jufUing others, or being juftled himielf 

into the kennel. a . 

It was neceffiry to give the reader this informa¬ 
tion, without which he would be at the fame lofs 
with me to underftand the proceedings of thefe peo¬ 
ple, as they conducted me up the (fairs to the top of 
the ifland/and from thence to the royal palace. 
While we were attending, they forgot feveral time's 
what they were about, and left me to myielf, till 
their memories were again roufed by their flappers; 
for they appeared altogether unmoved by the fight 
of my foreign habit and countenance, and by the 
fhouts of the vulgar, whofe thoughts and minds 
were more difengaged. 

At 1 ft we entered the palace, and proceeded into 
the chamber of prefence, where I law the King 
feated on his throne, attended on each fide by per- 
fons of prime quality Before the throne was a 
large table filled with globes and fpheres, and ma¬ 
thematical inftruments of all kinds. His Majefty 
took not the lead notice of us, although our en¬ 
trance was not without lufficient noife, by the con- 
courfe of all perfons belonging to the court. But 
he was then deep in a problem, and we attended at 
lead an hour, before he could folve it. 'I here 
flood by him on each fide a young page with flaps 
in their hands, and when they law lie was at leifute, 
one of them gent'v ftruck his mouth, and the other 
his right ear ; at which he ftarted like one awaked 
on the fudden, and, looking towards me and the 
company I was in, recollefted the occafion of our 
coming, whereof he had been inrormed before. He 
fpoke fome words, whereupon immediately a young 
man with a flip came up to my fide, and flapt me 
oently on the right ear, but I made figns, as well 
as I could, that I had no occafion for fuch an in- 
ftrument ; which, as I afterwards found, gave his 
Maiefty and the whole court a very mean opinion 
M 2 of 
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of my underflanding. The King, as far as 1 could 
conjecture, afked me feveral queftions, and I ad- 
drtfled myfclf to him in all the languages I had. 
When it was found, that ! could neither under¬ 
hand, nor be underhood, I was conducted by his 
order to an apartment in his palace, (this prince 
being diftiriguilhed above all his predecellbrs for his 
holpitality to ftrangers, (where two fervants were 
appointed to attend me. My dinner was brought, 
and four perfons of quality, whom I remembered 
to have (een very near the King’s perfon, did me 
the honour to dine with me. We had two cour- 
fes, of three dilhes each. In the flirt courfc there 
was a fhoulder of mutton cut into an equilateral 
triangle, a piece of beef into a rhomboides, and a 
pudding into a cycloid. The fecond courfe was 
two ducks trufied up into the form of fiddles ; fau- 
fages and puddings refembling flutes and hautboys, 
and a breaft of veal in the fliape of a harp. The 
fervants cut our bread into cones, cylinders, paral- 
lelograms, and feveral other mathematical figures. 

Yv hue we were at dinner, I made bold to afk the 
names of feveral things in their language, and thofe 
noble perfons, by the afiiftance of their flappers de¬ 
lighted to give me anfwers, hoping to raile my ad¬ 
miration of their great abilities, if I could be brought 
to converfe with them. I was foon able to call for 
bread and drink, or whatever clle I wanted. 

After dinner my company withdrew, and a per¬ 
fon was fent to me by the King’s order, attended by 
a flapper He brought with him pen, ink, and 
paper, and three or four books, giving me to un- 
demand by ligns, that he was fent to teach me the 
anguage. We fat together four hours, in which 
time I wrote down a great number of words in co- 
lumns wuh the tianflations over-againft them: I 
hkewife made a flu ft to learn feveral ihort fentences. 
1 'or my tutor would order one of my fcivants to 
fetch lomething, to turn about, to make a bow, to 

fit, 
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fit, or to ftand, or walk, and the like. Then I rook 
down the fentence in writing. He fhewed me alio in 
one of his books the figures of the fun, moon, and 
dars, the Topics, the zodiac, and polar circles, toge¬ 
ther with the denominations f many figures of planes 
and folids. He gave me the names and deferiptions 
of all the mufical inftruments, and the general terms 
of art in playing on each of them. After he had 
left me, I placed all my words with their interpre¬ 
tations in alphabetical order. And thus in a few 
days, by the help of a very faithful memory, I got 
fome infight into their language. 

The word, which I interpret the flying or floating 
ifland , is in the original Laputa, whereof I could 
never learn the true etymology. Lap in the old ob- 
folete language lignificth high , and untuth a gever- 
nor> from which they fay by corruption was deriv¬ 
ed Laputa, from Lapuntuth. But I do not approve 
of this derivation, which feems to be a little drain¬ 
ed. I ventured to offer to the learned among them 
a conje&ure of my own, that Laputa was quafi 
lap outed\ lap fignifying properly the dancing of 
the fun beams in the fea, and outed a wing, which 
however I fhall not obtrude, but fubmit to the ju¬ 
dicious reader. 

Thofe to whom the King had intruded me, ob- 
ferving how ill I was clad, ordered a taylor to come 
next morning, and take meafure for a fuit of 
cloaths. This operator did his office after a different 
manner from thofe of his trade in Europe. He 
drd took my altitude by a quadrant, and then with 
rule and compaffes delcribed the dimenfions and 
out lines of my whole body, all which he entered 
upon paper; and in fix days brought my cloaths 
very ill made and quite out of ffiape, by happening 
to midake a figure in the calculation. But my 
comfort was, that I obferved fuch accidents very 
frequent, and little regarded. 

During my confinement for want of cloaths, and 
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by an indifpofition that held me fome days longer, 
I much enlarged my dictionary ; and when I went 
nexr to court, was able to underftand many things 
the King {poke, and to return him fome kind of 
anfwers. His Majefty had given orders, that the 
iflind fhould move north call and by eaft to the ver¬ 
tical point over Lagado, the metropolis of the 
whole kingdom below upon the firm earth. It was 
about ninety leagues diftant, and our voyage lafted 
four days and a half. I was not in the leaft fen- 
fible of the progreflive motion made in the air by 
the ifland. On the fecond morning about eleven 
a-clock the King himfelf in perfon attended by his 
nobility, courtiers, and offuers, having prepared 
all their mulical ioflruments, played on them for 
three hours without intermiflion, fo that I was 
quite ftunned with the noife ; neither could 1 pofli- 
bly guefs the meaning, till my tutor informed me. 
He laid, that the people of their illand had their 
ears adapted to hear the mufic of the fpheres, 
which always played at certain periods, and the 
court was now prepared to bear their part, in what¬ 
ever inrtrument they moft excelled. 

In our journey towards Lagado, the capital city, 
his Majefty ordered that the ifland fhould flop over 
certain towns and villages, from whence he might 
receive the petitions of his fubjects. And to this 
pur pole feveral pack-threads were let down with 
fmall weights at the bottom. On thefe pack-threads 
the people ftrung their petitions, which mounted 
up directly, like the icraps of paper faftened by 
ichooi-boys at the end of the ftring that holds tht r 
kite. Sometimes we received wine and victuals 
from below, which were drawn up by pullies. 

I lie knowledge I had in mathematics gave rr»e 
great afliftance in acquiring their phrafeology, 
vyluch depended much upon that fcience, and mu¬ 
fic ; and in the latter I was not unikilled Their 
ideas are perpetually converfant in lines and figures. 

If 
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IF they would, for example, praife the beauty of a 
woman, or any other animal, they deferibe it by 
rhombs, circles, parallelograms, ellipfes, and other 
geometrical terms, or by words of art drawn from 
mufic, needlefs here to repeat. I obferved in the 
King's kitchen all forts of mathematical and nautical 
inftruments, after the figures of which they cut 
up the joints that were ferved to his Majefty’s table. 

Their houfes are very ill built, the walls bevil, 
without one right angle in any apartment ; and this 
defect arifeth from the contempt they bear to prac¬ 
tical geometry, which they defpife as vulgar and 
mechanic, thofe inftru&ions they give being too re¬ 
fined for the intellectuals of their workmen, which, 
occafions perpetual miftakes. And although they 
are dexterous enough upon a piece of paper in the 
management of the rule, the pencil, and the divi¬ 
der ; yet in the common actions and behaviour of 
life, l have not ieen a more clumiy, awkward, and 
unhandy people, nor fo flow and perplexed in their 
conceptions upon all other fubjects, except thofe of 
mathematics and mufic. They are very bad rea- 
foners, and vehemently given to oppofition, unlefs 
when they happen to be of the right opinion which 
is feldom their cafe. Imagination, fancy, and in¬ 
vention, they are wholly ftrangers to, nor have any 
words in their language, by which thofe ideas can 
be cxprelTed ; the whole compafs of their thoughts 
and mind being fhut up within the two fore-men¬ 
tioned fciences. 

Moft ot them, and efpecially thofe who deal in 
the agronomical parr, have great faith in judicial 
aftrology, although they are a (named to own it pu¬ 
blicly. But what I chiefly admired, and thought al¬ 
together unaccountable, was the firong diipofition 
I obferved in them towards news and politics, per¬ 
petually inquiring into public affairs, giving their 
judgements in matters of date, and pafilonately de¬ 
puting every inch of a party opinion. I have in¬ 
deed 
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deed obferved the fame difpofition among mod of 
the mathematicians I have known in Europe, al¬ 
though I could never difeovee the lead analogy be¬ 
tween the two fciences ; unlefs thofe people fuppofc, 
that becaufe the fmalleft circle hath as many de¬ 
grees as the larged, therefore the regulation and 
management of the world require no more abili¬ 
ties, than the handling and turning of a globe : but 
I rather take this quality to fpring from a very com¬ 
mon infirmity of human nature, inclining us to be 
mod curious and conceited in matters where wc 
have lead concern, and for which we arc lead a- 
dapted, either by dudy or nature. 

'Ihele people are under continual difquictudes, 
never enjoying a minutes peace ot mind ; and their 
didurbances proceed from caufts, which very little 
affect the red of mortals. Their apprthenfions aiife 
from Icveral changes they dread in the celcdial bo¬ 
dies. For indance, that the earth, by the continual 
approaches of the fun toward* it, mud be abforbed 
or lwallowed up. That the face of the fun will by 
degrees be incl uded with its own effluvia, and give 
no more light to the world. That the earth very 
narrowly elicaped a brufh from the tail of the lad 
comet, which would have infallibly reduced it to 
afhes ; and that the next, which they have calcula¬ 
ted for one and thirty years hence, will probably 
deftroy us. For, if in its perihelion it lhouid ap¬ 
proach within a certain degree of the fun (as by 
their calculations they have reafon to dread) it will 
receive a degree of heat ten thoufand times more 
intenfe, than that of red hot glowing iron ; and, 
in its abfence from the fun, carry a blazing tail ten 
hundred thouiand and fourteen miles long j through 
which if the earth lhouid pafs at the didance of one 
hundred thoufand miles from the ?iucleus i or main 
body of the comet, it mud in its paffage be fet on 
fire, and reduced to afhes. That the fun, daily 
lpcnding its rays without any nutriment to lupply 
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them, will at laft be wholly con Turned and annihi¬ 
lated ; which muft be attended with the deftrudtion 
of this earth and of all the planets that receive their 
light from it *. 

They are fo perpetually alarmed with the appre- 
henfions of thefe, and the like impending dangers, 
that they can neither fleep quietly in their beds, 
nor have any relifh for the common pleafures or 
amufements of life. When they meet an acquaint¬ 
ance in the morning, the fir ft queftion is about the 
fun’s health, how he looked at his letting and rifing, 
and what hopes they have to avoid the ftroke of 
the approaching comet. This convention they are 
apt to run into with the lame temper, that boys 
di(cover in delighting to hear terrible ftories of ipi- 
rits and hobgoblins, which they greedily lilten to, 
and dare not go to bed for fear. 

The women of the ifland have abundance of vi¬ 
vacity ; they contemn their hufbands, and are ex¬ 
ceedingly fond of Grangers, whereof there is al¬ 
ways a confiderable number from the continent be¬ 
low attending at court, either upon affairs of the 
feveral towns and corporations, or their own par¬ 
ticular occafions, but are much defpifed, becauie 
they want the fame endowments. Among thefe 
the ladies chufe their gallams : but the vexation is, 
that they a 61 with too much eafe and fecurity, for 
the hufband is always fo rapt in (peculation, that 
the miftrefs and lover may proceed to the greateft 
familiarities before his face, if he be but provided 
with paper and implements, and without his flapper 
at his fide. 

The wives -md daughters lament their confine 
ment to the ifland, although I think it the moll de¬ 
licious fpot of ground in the world ; and although 
they live here in the greated plenty and magnifi- 


* All thefe were fuppoficions of perfons eminent in their time for 
mathematical knowledge. 
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ccncc, and are allowed to do whatever they pleafe, 
they long to fee the world, and take the diverfions 
ot the metropolis, which they are not allowed to 
do without a particular licence from the King ; and 
this is not ealy to be obtained, becaufe the people of 
quality have found, by frequent experience, how 
hard it is to perfuade their women to return from 
below, I was told, that a great court-lady, who 
had feveral children, is married to the prime mini- 
itcr, the i icheft lubjedt in the kingdom, a very 
graceful perfon, extremely fond of her, and lives 
m the lineft palace of the ifland, went down to La- 
gndo on the pretence of health, there hid herfelf 
ioi leveral months, till the King fent a warrant to 
learch for her, and fhe was found in an obfeure 
caung-houfc all in rags, having pawned her cloaths 
to maintain an old deformed footman, who beat 
her every day, and in whole company fhe was taken 
much again ft her will. And although her hufband 
received her with all pofllble kindnels, and without 
the leaft reproach, fhe foon after contrived to fteai 
down again with all her jewels to the fame gallant, 
and hath not been heard of fince. 

I his may perhaps pafs with the reader rather for 
an European or Englifti ftorv, than for one of a 
country fo remote. But he may pleafe to confider, 
that the caprices of womankind are not limited by 
any climate or nation, and that they are much 
niQie uniform than can be eaflly imagined. 

In about a month’s time, 1 had made a tolerable 
prouciency m their language, and was able to an- 
u cr mod of the King's queftions, when I had the 
honour to attend him. His Majefty difeovered not 
the leait cunofity to inquire into the laws, govern¬ 
ment, nncory, religion, or manners of the coun¬ 
tries where I had been, but confined his queftions 
to the ft ate of mathematics, and received the ac¬ 
count I gave hun with great contempt and indif¬ 
ference, 
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ference, though often roufed by l\\s flapper on each 
fide 
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jf phenomenon folved by modern philofophy and afro - 
norny. The Laputians great improvements in the 
latter. The Kings method of fupprejfing inflec¬ 
tions. 

I Defired leave of this prince to fee the curiofuies 
of the iiland, which he was gracioufly pleafed 
to grant, and ordered my tutor to attend me I 
chiefly wanted to know, to what caufe in ait or in 
nature it owed its feveral motions, whereof I will 
now give a philofophical account to the reader. 

The flving or floating ifland is exactly circular, 
its diameter 7837 yards, or about four miles and an 
half, and confequently contains ten thoufand acres. 
It is three hundred yards thick. The bottom, or 
under furface, which appears to thofe who view it 
from below, is one even regular plate ot adamant, 
fhooting up to the height of about two hundred 
yards. Above it lie the feveral minerals in their 
ufual order, and over all is a coat or lich mould, 
ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity of the upper 
furface, from the circumference to the centre, is 
the natural caufe why all the dews and rains, which 
fall upon the ifland, are conveyed in fmall rivulets 
towards the middle, where they are emptied into 
four large batons, each of about half a mile in cir¬ 
cuit, and two hundred yards diftant from the cen¬ 
tre. From thefe bafons the water is continually ex¬ 
haled by the fun in the day-time, which effectually 
prevents their overflowing. Befldes, as it is in the 
power of the monarch to raife the ifland above the 
N 2 region 
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region of clouds and vapours, lie can prevent the 
taHing of dews and rains whenever he pleafes. For 
the liighed clouds cannot rife above two miles as 
naturalifis agree, at lead they were never known to 
do io in that country. 

At the centre of the ifland there is a chafm about 
fifty yards in diameter, from whence the altrono- 
mcrs defcend into a large dome, which is therefore 
called flandona gag„o!e, or the ajirommcr's cave , fi 
tuated at the depth of a hundred yards beneath 
the upper furface of the adamant. In this cave are 

twenty lamps continually burning, which, from the 

reflection of the adamant, call a ftrong light into 

every part. The place is ftored with great variety 

of lextants, quadrants, telelcopes, aflrolabcs, and 

other aftronomical inftruments. But the created 

curtofity upon which the fate of the ifland depends, 

is a .oadflone of a prodigious fize, in fliape refem- 

Wmg a weaver’s fliuttle. It is in length fix yards, 

• nd in the th,eked part at lead three yards over. 

his magnet is fudained by a very drong axle of 

adamant palling through its middle, upon *hich it 

plays, and is polled lo exactly, that the weakelt 

Y a iS h ° 0ped round with an hoi- 

h ck y n . er , ama , nt ’ four feet d££ P- as many 
thick and twelve yards in diameter, placed hori- 

eacli^ix c “"f !"W 0 rt( i d b - v ei S ht adamantine feet, 
each fix yards high, In the middle of the concave 
ule there is a groove twelve inches deep, in which 
the extremities of the axle are lodged, and turned 
lound as there is occafion. 

The done cannot be moved from its place by 
nny force becaufe the hoop and its feet are one 
continued piece with that body of adamant, which 
conditutes the bottom of the ifland. 

By means of this load-done the ifland is made to 
e and fall, and move from one place to another. 

which'fl! 1 refpe<a , t0 ' hat P art of thc earth over 
" luch the monarch preUdes, the done is endued at 
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one of its Tides with an attractive power, and at the 
other with a repu'Ifivc. Upon placing the magnet 
erect, with its attracting end towards the earth, the 
ifland defcends; but when the repelling extremity 
points downwards, the ifland mounts directly up¬ 
wards. When the poiition of the done is oblique, 
the motion of the ifland is fo too : for in this mag¬ 
net the forces always act in lines parallel to its di¬ 
rection. 

By this oblique motion the ifland is conveyed to 
different parts of the monarch’s dominions. To 
explain the manner of its progrefs, let A B repre¬ 
sent a line drawn crois the dominions of Balnibar- 
bi, let the line c d rep relent the load done, of 
which let d be the repelling end, and c the attracting 
end, the ifland being over C ; let the done be plac¬ 
ed in the podtion c d, wiih its repelling end down¬ 
wards ; then the ifland will be driven upwards ob¬ 
liquely towards D. When it is arrived at Z), let 
the done be turned upon its axle, till its attracting 
end points towards E y and then the idand will be 
carried obliquely towards E ; where, if the done 
be again turned upon its axle, till it dands in 
the podtion E F, with its repelling point downward, 
the idand will rile obliquely towards F , where, by 
directing the attracting end towards G , the ifland 
may be carried to G , and from G to //, by turning 
the done, fo as to make its repelling extremity point 
directly downward. And thus, by changing the 
Situation of the done as often as there is occalion, 
the idand is made to rife and fall by turns in an ob¬ 
lique direction, and by thofe alternate riflngs and 
fallings ((he obliquity being not confiderable,) is 
conveyed from one part of the dominions to the 
other. 

But it mult be obferved, that this idand cannot 
move beyond the extent of the dominions below, 
nor can it rife above the height of four miles. For 
which the aftronomas (who have written large fyI- 

tems 
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toms concerning the Rone,) afilgn the following rea- 
ion : that the magnetic virtue does not extend be¬ 
yond the dift.mcc of four miles, and that the mine¬ 
ral, which ads upon the Rone in the bowels of the 
earth, and in the fea about fix leagues diirant from 
the (hove, is nor diffufed through the whole globe, 
but terminated with the limits of the King’s domi¬ 
nions ; and it was eafy, from the great advantage 
of Rich a fuperior fituation, for a prince to bring 
under his obedience, whatever country lay within 
the attraction of that magnet. 

When the Rone is put parallel to the plane of 
the horizon, the iRand Randcth ft ill; for in that 
calc the extremities of it, being at equal diftance 
from the earth, ad with equal force, :he one irr 
drawing downwards, the other in pulhing upwards, 
and confcquently no motion can enfue. 

I his load fione is under the care of certain afiro- 
nomers, who from time to time give it fuch poli- 
tions as the monarch direds. They fpend the great- 
eR part of their lives in observing the celeRial bo¬ 
dies, which they do by the affiRance of glalTcs far 
excelling ours in goodnefs. For, although their 
larged telefcopes do not exceed three feet, they 
magnify much more than thole of an hundred with 
us, and (hew the Rars with greater clearnefs. This 
advantage hath enabled them to extend their difeo- 
vcries much farther than our aflronomers in Eu¬ 
rope ; for they have made a catalogue of ten thou- 
land fixed Rars, whereas the largeR of ours do not 
contain above one third part of that number. They 
have likewile difeovered two Idler Rais, or fatel- 
iites, which revolve about Mars, whereof the inner- 
mofl is diAant from the centre of the primary pla¬ 
net, exadly three of his diameter*, and the outer- 
moR five; the former revolves in the fpace of ten 
hours, and the latter in twenty-one and‘an half; fo 
that the fquares of their periodical times are very 
near in the fame proportion wih the cubes of their 

diftance 
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diffance from the centre of Mars, which evidently 
fhews them to be governed by the fame law of gra¬ 
vitation, that influences the other heavenly bodies. 

They have obferved ninety-three different comets, 
and fettled their periods with great exaCtnefs. If 
this be true, (and they affirm it with great confi¬ 
dence,) it is much to be willied, that their obferva- 
tions were made public, whereby the theory of co¬ 
mets, which at prelent is very lame and defective, 
might be brought to the fame perfection with other 
parts of altronomy. 

The King would be the moft abfolute prince in 
the univerfe, if he could but prevail on a miniftry 
to join with him ; but thefe, having their eftates 
below on the continent, and confidering that the 
office of a favourite hath a very uncertain tenure, 
would never content to the enfl iving their country. 

If any town fhould engage in rebellion or mutiny, 
fall into violent faClions, or refuie to pay the ufual 
tribute, the King hath two methods of reducing 
them to obedience. Thefirff and the mildeft courfe 
is by keeping the ifland hovering over fuch a town, 
and the lands about it, whereby he can deprive them 
of the benefit of the fun and the rain, and confe- 
qucntly affliCt the inhabitants with dearth and dif- 
eafes. And if the crime deferve it, they are at the 
fame time pelted from above with great Hones, a- 
gainft which they have no defence but by creeping 
into cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houfts 
are beaten to pieces. But if they frill continue ob- 
ftinate, or offer to raife inlurreCIions, he proceeds 
to the laff remedy, by letting the ifland drop diredl- 
ly upon their heads, which makes an univerfal de- 
ftru&ion both of houfes and men. However, this 
is an extremity to which the pi ince is feldom driven, 
neither indeed is he willing to put it in execution, 
nor dare his tniniffers advile him to an adion, which, 
as it would render them odious to the people, fo it 

would 
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would be a great damage to their own eftates, which 
lie all below, for the ifl md is the King’s demeln. 

But there is hill indeed a more weighty reafon, 
why the kings of this country have been always 
averfe from executing fo terrible an action, unlcYs 
upon the utmoft neceflity. For if the town, in¬ 
tended to be dellroyed, fhould have in it any tall 
rocks, as it generally falls out in the Larger cities, a 
fituation probably chofen at firlt with a view to pre¬ 
vent fucli a cataftrophe ; or if it abound in high 
fpires, or pillars of Rone, a fudden fall might en¬ 
danger the bottom or under-furface of “the ifland, 
which, although it confift, as I have laid, of one 
intire adamant two hundred yards thick, might 
happen to crack by too great a (hock, or bur ft by 
approaching too near the fires from the houfes be¬ 
low, as the backs both of iron and ftonc will often 
do in our chimnies. Of all this the people are well 
appri'ed, and underftand hoev far to carry their 
obftinacy, where their liberty or property is con¬ 
cerned. And the King, when he is higheft pro¬ 
voked, and mo ft determined to prefs a city to rub- 
bifti, orders iheifiand to defeend with great gentle- 
neL, out of a pretence or cendernels to his people ; 
but indeed tor fear of breaking the adamantine bot¬ 
tom ; in which cafe it is rlie opinion of all their 
philofophers, that the load ftonc could no longer 
hold it up, and the whole mafs would fall to the 
giound. 

By a fundamental law of this realm, neither the 
King, nor either of his two cider Ions, are permit¬ 
ted to leave the ifland, nor the Queen, till ihc is 
pafe child-bearing. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

The author leaves Laputa , is conveyed to Balnibarbi, 
arrives at the metropolis . A defeription of the me - 
tropolis, and the country adjoining . The author hof- 
pitahly received by a great lord . His convcrfat ion 
with that lord. 

A LTHOUGH I cannot fay that I was ill-treated 
in this ifland, yet I muft cor.fefs I thought 
myfelf too much neglected, not without fome de¬ 
gree of contempt. For neither prince nor people 
appeared to be curious in any part of knowledge, 
except mathematics and mufic, wherein I was tar 
their inferior, and upon that account very little re¬ 
garded. 

On the other fide, after having feen all the cu- 
riofities of the ifland, I was very delirous to leave 
it, being heartily weary of thofe people. They were 
indeed excellent in two fciences, for which I have 
great eftcem, and wherein I am net unverfed, but 
at the fame time fo abftra&ed and involved in Specu¬ 
lation, that I never met with fuch difagreeable com¬ 
panions. I converfed only with women, tradefmen, 
flappers, and court-pages, during two months of 
my abode there; by which at laft I rendered myfelf 
extremely contemptible ; yet thefe were the only 
people, from whom I could ever receive a reasona¬ 
ble anfwer. 

I had obtained by hard fludy a good degree of 
knowledge in their language ; I was weary of being 
confined to an iiland, where I received fo little coun¬ 
tenance, and refolved to leave it with the firft op¬ 
portunity. 

There was a great lord at court, nearly related to 
Vol.V. O ' the 
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the King, and, for that reafon alone, ufed with 
rcfpedh He was univerfally reckoned the moll 
ignorant and ftupid perfon among them. He had 
performed many eminent fervices for the crown, 
had great natural and acquired parts, adorned with 
integrity and honour, but fo ill an ear for muiic, 
that his detra&ors reported he had been often known 
to beat time in the wrong place; neither could his 
tutors, without extreme difficulty, teach him to de- 
monftrare the moll eafy propofition in the mathe¬ 
matics. He was pleated ro Ihew me many marks of 
favour, often did me the honour of a vilit, deiired 
to be informed in the affairs of Europe, the laws 
and cuftoms, the manners and learning of the feve- 
ral countries where I had travelled. He liflened to 
me with great attention, and made very wife obfer- 
varions on all I fpoke. He had two dappers at¬ 
tending him for hate, but never made ufe of them, 
except at court, and in vilits of ceremony, and 
would always command them to withdraw, when 
we were alone together. 

I entreated this illuftrious perfon to intercede in 
my behalf with his Majefty for leave to depart, 
which he accordingly did, as he was pleafed to tell 
me, with regret: tor indeed he had made me feve- 
ral offers very advantageous, which however I re- 
fufed with exprefiions of the higheft acknowledg¬ 
ment. 

On the r 6th of February I took leave of his 
Majefly and the court. The King made me a pre- 
fent to the value of about two hundred pounds 
Englilli, and my proteftor, his kinfman, as much 
more, together with a letter of recommendation to 
a friend of hisinLagado, the metropolis: the ifland 
being then hovering over a mountain about two 
miles from it, 1 was let down from the lowed gal¬ 
lery in the lame manner as I had been taken up. 

The continent, as far as it is fubjedf to the mo¬ 
narch of the flying illand, paffes under the general 
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name of Balnibarbi ; and the metropolis, as Haid 
before, is called Lagado. I felt fome little iatis- 
fa&ion in finding myi'elf on firm ground I walked 
to the city without any concern, being clad like one 
of the natives, and fufficiently inftrufted toconverlc 
with them. I loon found out the pedon’s houle to 
whom I was recommended, prefented my letter 
from his friend the grandee in the iiland, and was 
received with much kindnefs. 1 his great lord, 
whofe name was Munodi, ordered me an apartment 
in his own houfe, where I continued during my 
ftay, and was entertained in a moft hofpitable man- 

nei The next morning after my arrival lie took me 
in his chariot to fee the town, which is about halt 
the bignefs of London, but the houfes very ftrange- 
ly built, and mcdt of them out ot repair, i he 
people in the ftreets walked faft, looked wild, then- 
eyes fixed, and were generally in rags. We palled 
through one of the town-gates, and went aoout 
three miles into the country, where I faw many la¬ 
bourers working with leveral forts of tools in the 
ground, but was not able to conjeiture what they 
were about; neither did I obferve any expectation 
either of corn or grafs, although the foil appeared 
to be excellent. I could not forbear admiring at 
thefe odd appearances both in town and country; 
and 1 made bold to defire my condu&or, that he 
would be pleafed to explain to me what could oe 
meant by fo many but'y heads, hands, and faces, 
both in the ftreets and the fields, becaui'e I did not 
dillover anv good elicits they produced ; but, on 
the contrary, I never knew a foil fo unhappily cul¬ 
tivated, houles fo ill contrived and lo ruinous, er a 
people whole countenances and habit exprellcd lo 

much mifery and want. ct.en. 

This Lord Munodi was a perfon ot the hrlt 
rank, and had been fome years governor of Laga¬ 
do • but by a cabal of mimfters was dil'charged tor 
O 2 infufficiency 
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infufficiency. However the King treated him with 
tendernefs, as a well-meaning man, but of a low 
contemptible underftanding. 

When I gave that free cenfure of the country 
and its inhabitants, he made no further anfwer, 
than by telling me, that I had not been long enough 
among them to form a judgement; and that the 
different nations of the world had different cul- 
toms; with other common topics to the fame pur- 
pol'e. But, when we returned to his palace, he 
alked me how l liked the building, what ablurdities 
1 obferved, and what quarrel I had with the drefs 
or looks of his domeftics. This he might fafely 
do ; becaufe every thing about him was magnificent, 
regular, and polite. I anfwered, that his Excel’ 
lency’s prudence, quality, and fortune, had ex- 
empted him from thefe defects, which folly and 
beggary had produced in others. He faid, if I 
would go with him to his country-houfe about 
twenty miles diftant, where his eftate lay, there 
would be more leifure for this kind of convention. 

I told his Excellency, that I was intirely at his difi- 
polal; and accordingly we fet out next morning. 

During our journey he made me obferve the fe- 
veral methods uled by farmers in managing their 
lands; which to me were wholly unaccountable; 
for except in fome very few places, I could not dif- 
cover one ear of corn, or blade of grafs. But in 
thiee hours travelling, the lecne was wholly alter¬ 
ed ; we came into a moil beautiful country; farm¬ 
ers houfes at fmall diftances neatly built, the fields 
inclofed, containing vineyards, corn-grounds, and 
meadows. Neither do I remember to have feen a 
more delightful profpeft. His Excellency obferv¬ 
ed my countenance to clear up; he told me with a 
ligh, mat there his eftate began, and would conti- 
, r p“ e t ! , f < lme * l, U w <-' fhould come to his houfe. 
lhat lus countrymen ridiculed and defpifed him for 
managing Ins affairs no better, and for fetting fo ill 
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nn example to the kingdom, which however was 
followed by very few, fuch as were old, and wil¬ 
ful, and weak like himfelf. 

We came at length to the houfe, which was in¬ 
deed a noble ftrufture, built according to the bed 
rules of ancient architecture. The fountains, gar¬ 
dens, walks, avenues, and groves, were all difpol- 
ed with exact judgement and tafte. 1 gave due 
praifes to every thing I law, whereof his Excellen¬ 
cy took not the leaft notice till after (upper; when, 
there being no third companion, he told me with 
a very melancholy air, that he doubted he muft 
throw down his houfes in town and country to re¬ 
build them after the prefent mode, deltroy all his 
plantations, and call others into fuch a form as 
modern ufage required, and give the fame directions 
to all his tenants, unlcls he would fubinit to incur 
the cenfure of pride, fingularity, affiliation. igno¬ 
rance, caprice, and perhaps increafe his Majeftys 
difpleafure. 

That the admiration I appeared to be under, 
would ceafe or diminilli, when he had informed 
me of fome particulars, which probably I never 
heard of at court, the people there being too much 
taken up in their own ('peculations to have regard 
to what pafild here below. 

The fum of his difeourfe was to this effect: that 
about forty years ago certain perfons went up to 
Laputa, either upon bulinefs ordiverlion, and after 
five months continuance came back with a very 
little (mattering in mathematics, but full of volatile 
fpirito acquired in that airy region. That thefe per- 
lons upo rheir return began to dillike the manage¬ 
ment of every thing below, and fell into fchemes of 
putting all arts, fciences, languages, and mecha¬ 
nics upon a new foot. To this end they procured 
a royal patent forerefling an academy of projectors 
in Lagado; and the humour prevailed fo llrongly 
among the people, that there is not a town of any 

eonlequence 
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confequence in the kingdom without fuch an aca¬ 
demy. In thele colleges the profefTors contrive 
new rules and methods of agriculture and building, 
and new inftruments and too!s for all trades and 
manufactures, whereby, as they undertake, one 
man /hall do the work of ten, a palace may be 
builr in a week, of materials lo durable, as to laft 
for ever without repairing. All the fruits of the 
earth fa il! come to maturity at whatever feafon we 
think fit ro chufe, and increafe an hundred-fold 
more than they do ar prefent; with innumerable 
other hippy propofals. The only inconvenience 
is, that none of thefe projects are yet brought to 
perfection, and in the mean time the whole coun¬ 
try lies miferably wafte, the houfes in ruins, and 
the people without food or cloaths. By all which, 
inltead of being difeouraged, they are fifty times 
more violently bent upon profecuting their fchemes, 
driven equally on by hope and defpair; that 2s for 
himfelf, being not of an enterprifing fpirit, he was 
content to go on in the old forms, to live in the 
houfes his anceftors had built, and aCt as they did 
in every part of life without innovation. That 
fome few other perfons of quality and gentry had 
done the fame, but were looked on with an eye of 
contempt and ill-will, as enemies to art, ignoranr, 
and ill commonwealths-men, preferring their own 
eafe and florh before the general improvement of 
their country. 

His Lordfhip added, that he would not by any 
further particulars prevent the pleafure I fhould 
certainly take in viewing the grand academy, whi¬ 
ther he was refolved I fhould go. He only defired 
me to obferve a ruined building upnn the fide of a 
mountain about three miles diftant, of which he 
gave me this account: that he had a very conveni¬ 
ent mill within half a mile of his houfe, turned by 
a current from a large river, and fufficient for his 
•wn family, as well as a great number of his te¬ 
nants. 
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nants. That about feven years ago, a club of thefe 
projectors came to him with propofals to deftroy 
this mill, and build another on the lide of that 
mountain, on the long ridge whereof a long canal 
muft be cut for a repofitorv of water to be convey¬ 
ed up by pipes and engines to fupply the mill, be- 
caufe the wind and air upon a height agitated the 
water, and thereby made it fitter for motion : and 
becaufe the waterdefcending down a declivity would 
turn the mill with half the current of a river, whofe 
courfe is more upon a level. He faid, that being 
then not very well with the court, and prelTed by 
many of his friends, he complied with the propofal; 
and, after employing an hundred men for two 
years the work milcarried, the projectors went off, 
laying the blame entirely upon him, railing at him 
ever fmce, and putting others upon the fame expe¬ 
riment with equal affurance of fuccefs, as well as 
equal difappointment. 

In a few days we came back to town, and his ex¬ 
cellency, coniidering the bad character he had in 
the academy, would not go with me himfelf, but 
recommended me to a friend of his to bear me com¬ 
pany thither. My lord was pleafed to reprefent me 
as a great admirer of projects, and a perfon of 
much curiolity, and eafy belief: which indeed was 
not without truth; for I had myfelf been a fort of 
projector in my younger days. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. V. 

The author permitted to fee the grand academy cf La- 
gado. The academy largely deferibed, The arts 

wherein the profcjfors employ themjelves *• 

T HIS academy is not an entire Tingle building, 
but a continuation of feveral houfes on both 
fides of a ftreet, which growing wafte, was pur- 
chafed and applied to that ufe. 

* However wild the defeription of the flying ifl.'.nd, and the man¬ 
ners and various projects of the philofophers of L,3gado, may appear, 
vc it is a real pidlurc embellifhed with much latent \sit and humour. 
Tt is a fat ire upon thofe aftronomers and mathematicians who have 
fo entirely dedicated their time to the planets, tiiat they have 
been carelcfs of their family and country’, and have been chiefly 
anxious abcu: the economy and welfare of the upper worlds. 
But if we confide Swift’s romance in aferious light, \Ve (hall find him 
of opinion, that thofe determinations in philofophy, which at pre¬ 
sent feem to the mod knowing men to be perfe&ly well founded and 
und.rfiood, arc in reality unfcttled, or uncertain, and may perhaps, 
Tome ages hence, be as much decried as the axioms of Ariflotle are 
at this day. Sir Ifaac Newton and his notions may hereafter be out 
of faihion. There is a kind of mode in pliiiofcpiiy, as well as in 
other things : ar.d fuch modes often change more from the humour 
and coprice of men, than either from the unreafonable, or the ill- 
founded conclufions ot the philofophy itfelf. The reafonings of fomc 
philofophers have undoubtedly better foundation than thofe of o:hets : 
but I am of opinion, (and Swift feems to be in the fame way of 
thinking,) that the moll applauded philofophy, hitherto extant, has 
not fully, clearly, and certainly explained many difficulties in rhe 
phenomena of nature. I am induced to believe, that God may have 
abfolutelv denied us the perfeft knowledge of many points in philo- 
fophy, fo that wc (ball never arrive at that perfection, however cer¬ 
tain we may fuopefe cr.rfelves of having attained to it already. Upon 
the whole, vve may fay with Tully, Omnibus fcrc in rebus , tt maxime in 
fhyficiiy quid net: fit citius quam quidfic> dixer irt:. Orrery. 

This note in general feems to be a teftimony of his Lordflnp’s ao- 
probation, but it is not eafy to difeover what in particular is meant 
by the word real t fince every pidlure is a real picture, whether it be 
copied from nature or fancy ; and indeed it is equally difficult to con¬ 
ceive now a picture ot any kind can be embellished with that which 
is hidden. 


I was 
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I was received very kindly by the warden, and 
went for many days to the academy Every room 
hath in it one or more projectors ; and I believe I 
could not be in fewer than live hundred rooms. 

The firfb man I faw wa* of a meagre afpeCl, with 
footy hands and face, his hair and beard long, rag¬ 
ged and ilnged in feveral places. His cloaths, fhirt, 
and (kin, were all of the fame colour. He had been 
eight years upon a projeCt for extracting fun-beams 
out of cucumbers, which were to be put into vials 
hermetically fealed, and let out to warm the air in 
raw inclement fummers. He told me, he did not 
doubt, that, in eight years more, he lliould be able 
to fupply the governor’s gardens with fun-fhine 
at a reafonable rate ; but he complained that his 
ftock was low, and intreated me to give him fome- 
thing as an encouragement to ingenuity, efpecially 
fmee this had been a very dear feafon for cucum¬ 
bers. I made him a fmall prefent, for my lord had 
furnifhed me with money on purpofe, becaufe he 
knew their praCtice of begging from all who go to 
fee them. 

I went into another chamber, but was ready to 
haften back, being a too ft overcome with a horrible 
(link. My conductor prefled me forward, conjuring 
me in a whifper to give no offence, which would 
be highly refented, and therefore I durft not fo 
much as flop my nofe. The projector of this cell 
was the moft ancient ftudent of the academy ; his 
face and beard were of a pale yellow : his hands 
and cloaths dawbed over with filth When I was 
prefented to him he gave me a dole embrace, (a 
compliment I could well have excufed) His em¬ 
ployment rrom his firft coming into the academy 
was an operation to reduce human excrement to its 
original food, by feparating the feveral parts, re¬ 
moving the tinCture which it receives from the gall, 
making the odour exhale, and feumming oft the 
faliva. He had a weeklv allowance from the fo- 
Vol.V. P ciety 
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ciety of a veficl filled with human ordure about the 
bignds of a iirifiol barrel. 

i law another at work to calcine ice into gun¬ 
powder, who like wife flit wed me a treatife he had 
written concerning the malleability of fire, which 
he intended to publifb. 

There was a moft ingenious architect, who had 
contrived a new method for building houfes by be¬ 
ginning at the roof, and working downwards to the 
foundation, which he jufiified to me by the like 
practice of thofetwo prudent infects the bee and the 
ipider. 

1 here was a man born b ind, who had feveral 
apprentices in his own condition : their employment 
was to mix colours for painters, which their maf- 
ter taught them to diltinguilh by feeling and fnicl- 
ling. it was indeed my misfortune to find them at 
that time not very perfect in their lefibns, and the 
profeflor himfelf happened to be generally miftaken. 
This artifi is much encouraged and efteemed by the 
whole fraternity. 

In another apartment I was highly pleafed with a 
piojedlor, who had found a device of plowing the 
ground with hogs, to fave the charges of ploughs, 
cattle, and labour, ihe method is this : In an 
acre of ground you bury at fix inches diftance and 
eight deep, a quantity of acorns, dates, chefnuts, 
and other mafic or vegetables, whereof thefe ani¬ 
mals are fondeft : then you drive fix hundred or 
more of them into the field, where in a few days 
they will root up the whole ground in fearch of 
their food, and make it fit for fowing, at the fame 
time manuring it with their dung ; it is true, upon 
expeiiment they found the charge and trouble very 
great, and they had little or no crop. However, it 
is not to be doubted, that this invention may be 
capable of great improvement. 

I went into another room, where the walls and 
cicling were all hung round with cobwebs, except 
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a narrow paflage for the artift to go in and out. At 
mv entrance he called aloud to me not to diltuib 
his webs. He lamented the fatal miftake the world 
had been fo long in of uiing filk-worms, while we 
had fuch plenty of domeftic infeas, who infinitely 
excelled the former, becaule they underftood how 
to weave as well as fptn. And he propoled farthet, 
that, by employing fpiders, the charge of dying 
ltlks fhould be wholly faved; whereof I was fully 
convinced, when he (hewed me a vaft number of 
flies molt beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed 
his fpiders, afluring 'us, that the webs would take 
a tincture from them ; and, as he had them of all 
hues, he hoped to fit every body’s fancy, as lboti 
as he could find proper food for the flies, of cei- 
tain gums, oils, and other glutinous matter, to give 
a ftrength and confidence to the threads* 

There was an aftronomer, who had undertaken 
to place a fun-dial upon the great weather-cock on 
the town houfe, by adjufting the annual and diur¬ 
nal motions of the earth and fun, fo as to aniwer 
and coincide with all accidental turnings of the 

wind. ^ r V 

1 was complaining of a fmall fit of the cholic, 
upon which my conductor led me into a room 
where a great phyfician refided, who was famous 
for curing that difeafe by contrary operations from 
the fame inftrument. He had a large pair of bel¬ 
lows with a long {lender muzzle of ivory : this he 
conveyed eight inches up the anus, and, drawing in 
the wind, he affirmed, he could make the guts as 
lank as a dried bladder, hut when the difeafe was 
more ftubborn and violent, he let in the muzzle 
while the bellows were full of wind, which he dif- 
charged into the body of the patient ; then with¬ 
drew* the inftrument to replenish it, clapping his 
thumb ftrongly againft the orifice of the funda¬ 
ment ; and, this being repeated three or four times, 
the adventitious wind would ruih out, bringing the 
p 2 noxious 
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noxious along with it, (like water put into a pump,) 
and the patient recover. I faw him try both expe¬ 
riments Upon a dog, but could not diicern any 
elfeft from the former. After the latter, the ani¬ 
mal was ready to bui ft, and made fo violent a dif 
charge, as was very oflenfive to me and my compa¬ 
nions. rite dog died on the fpot, and we left the 
doftor endeavouring to recover him by the fame 
operation. 

I vilited many other apartments, but fhall not 
trouble my reader with all the curioiities I obferved, 
being ifudious of brevity. 

I had hitherto Teen only one fide of the academy, 
the other being appropriated to the advancers of 
fp culative learning, of whom I fhall fay fomething 
when I have mentioned one illufti ions perfon more, 
who is called among them the univerfal arti/l. He 
told us he had been thirty years employing his 
thoughts for the improvement of human life. He 
had two large rooms full of wonderful curiofiries, 
and fifty men at work, borne were condenfing air 
into a dry tangible lubitance by extracting the nitre, 
and letting the aqueous or fluid particles percolate ; 
others foftening marble for pillows and pin-cu- 
lliions ; others petrifying the hoofs of a living 
horie to preferve them from foundering. The ar^ 
tiffc hi ml elf was at that time buly upon two great 
defigns ; the firlf, to low land with chaff, wherein 
he affirmed the true feminai virtue to be contained, 
as he demonitrated by feverai experiments, which I 
was not lkilful enough to comprehend. The other 
was, by a certain campofition of gums, minerals, 
and vegetables, outwardly applied to prevent the 
growth of wool upon two young lambs; and he 
hoped in a reafonable time to propagate the breed 
of naked Iheep all over the kingdom. 

We eroded a walk to the other part of the aci- 
demy, where, as I have already laid, the projectors in 
fpeculative learning refided. 
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Thefirft profeffor I faw was in a very large room 
with forty pupils about him. After (alutation ob- 
ferving me to look earneftly upon a frame which 
took up the greatefl part of both the length and 
breadth of the room, he faid perhaps I might 
wonder to fee him employed in a project for impro¬ 
ving fpcculative knowledge by pra&ical and mecha¬ 
nical operations. But the world would foon be 
fenfible of its ufefulnefs ; and he flattered himfelf, 
that a more noble exalted thought never fprang in 
any other man’s head. Every one knew, how la¬ 
borious the ufual method is of attaining to arts and 
fciences ; whereas by his contrivance, the moll ig¬ 
norant perfon, at a realonable charge, and with a 
little bodily labour, might write books in philofo- 
phy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics, and the- 
ology, without the lealt afliftance from genius or 
fludy. He then led me to the frame, about the 
iides whereof all his pupils ifood in ranks : It was 
twenty feet fquare, placed in the middle of the room. 
The iuperficies was compofed of feveral bits of 
wood about the bignefs of a dye, but fome larger 
than others. They were all linked together by 
ilender wires. Thefe bits of wood were covered on 
every fquare with paper palled on them; and on 
thefe papers were written all the words of their 
language, in their feveral moods, tenfes, and de- 
clenfions; but without any order. The profefibr 
then deflred me to obferve; for he was going to fee 
his engine at work. The pupils at his command 
took each of them hold of an iron-handle, whereof 
there were forty fixed round the edges of the 
frame ; and, giving them a hidden turn, the whole 
difpofition of the words was intirely changed. He 
then commanded fix and thirty of the lads to read 
the feveral lines foftly, as they appeared upon the 
frame; and where they found three or four words 
together, that might make part of a fentence, they 
dictated to the four remaining boys, who were 

feribes. 
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fcribcs. This work was repeated three or four times, 
and at every turn, the engine was fo contrived, that 
the words fhifeed into new places, as the fquare bits 
of wood moved upfide down. 

Six hours a day the young ifudents were employ¬ 
ed in this labour, and the p rote {Tor fhewed me fe- 
veral volumes in large folio already collected of 
broken fcntenccs, which he intended to piece toge¬ 
ther, and out of thofe rich materials to give the 
world a compleat body of all arts and fciences ; 
which however might be ftiil improved and much 
expedited, if the public would raife a fund for ma¬ 
king and employing five hundred fuch frames in 
Lagado, and oblige the managers to contribute in 
common their feveral collections. 

He allured me, that this invention had employed 
all his thoughts from his youth : that he had emp¬ 
tied the whole vocabulary into his frame, and made 
the ilridleft computation of the general proportion 
there is in books between the numbers of particles, 
nouns, and verbs, and other parts of fpeech *. 

I made my humbleft acknowledgment to this il- 
luftrious perfon for his great communicativcnefs ; 
and promifed, if ever I had the good fortune to 
return to my native country, that I would do him 
juftice, as the foie inventor of this wonderful ma¬ 
chine ; the form and contrivance of which I delired 
leave to delineate upon paper, as in the figure here 
annexed. I told him, although it were the cuftom 
of our learned in Europe to Heal inventions from 
each other, who had thereby at lead this advantage, 
that it became a controversy which was the right 


* The projeft for a more eafy and expeditions method of writing a 
treatife in any fcience, by a wooden engine, is en:ert.iiningly latiri- 
cal, and is aimed at thole authors who, inftead of cre iong ma e- 
rials from their own thoughts and obfervations, collect hom dictio¬ 
naries a. d common place books, an irregular variety, without orcer, 
life, ordefign: 

tc Ut nec pes net caput uni 
t( Recklatur forma?, Oirery . 
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owner; yet I would take fuch caution, that he 
Ihould have the honour entire without a rival. 

We next went to the fchool of languages, where 
three protefTors fat in conlultation upon improving 
that of their own country. 

The fir ft project was to (hor ten difcourfc by cut¬ 
ting polyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs 
and participles ; becaufe in reality ail things ima¬ 
ginable are but nouns *. 

The other project was a fcheme for entirely abo- 
lifhing all words whatfoever ; and this was urged 
as a great advantage in point of health, as well as 
brevity. For it is plain, that every word we fpeak, 
is in fome degree a diminution of our lungs by cor- 
rofion ; and confequently contributes to the flior- 
tening of our lives. An expedient was therefore 
offered, that, iince words are only names for things, 
it would be more convenient ior ail men to carry 
about them fuch things as were neceffarv to exprets 
the particular buiineis they are to diicourie on. 
And this invention would certainly have taken 
place, to the great eafe as well as health of the fub- 
jecl, if the women, in conjun&ion with the vulgar 
and illiterate, had not threatened to raife a rebelli¬ 
on, unlefs they might be allowed the liberty to fpeak 
with their tongues, after the manner of their fore¬ 
fathers ; fuch conftant irreconcileable enemies to 
fcience are the common people. However, many 
of the mod learned and wife adhere to the new 
leheme of expreffmg themfelves by things, which 
hath only this inconvenience attending it, that if a 
man’s butinefs be very great and of various kinds, 
he muff be obliged in proportion to carry a greater 

* This projed is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of contracting 
the Englilh language, c-ie dialed of which is naturally harlh, and 
that harrtinefs is (till increa ed by improper contta&or.s. As Swift 
was fcrupuloufly exad in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not 
the leaft improper expreflion over efcaped his cenfure. And 1 remem¬ 
ber to have feen in manufeript a dictionary of haid words, compo- 
fed by him for the ufe of his lemale Unate. 0>rcry % 
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bundle of things upon his back, unlefs he can af¬ 
ford one or two ttrong fervants to attend him. I 
have often beheld two of thofe fages almoft linking 
under the weight of their packs, like pedlars among 
us ; who, when they met in the ttreets, would lay 
down their loads, open their facks, and hold con¬ 
version for an hour together ; then put up their 
implements, help each other to refume their bur¬ 
thens, and take their leave* 

But for fhort conventions a man may carry im¬ 
plements in his pockets and under his arms enough 
to fupply him ; and in his houfe he cannot be at a 
lofis. Therefore the room, where company meet 
who praflife this art, is full of all things ready at 
hand, requilite to furnilh matter for this kind of 
artificial converfe. 

Another great advantage propofed by this inven¬ 
tion was, that it would ferve as an univerfal lan¬ 
guage to be underflood in all civilized nations, 
whofe goods and uienfils are generally of the fame 
kind, or nearly refemWing, fo that their tiles might 
eafily be comprehended. And thus ambafladors 
would be qualified to treat with foreign princes, or 
miniilers of flate, to wiiofe tongues they were utter 
ftrangers. 

I was at the mathematical fchool, where the ma¬ 
tter taught his pupils after a method fcarce imagi¬ 
nable to us in Europe. The propofition and de- 
monttration were fairly written on a thin wafer, 
with ink compofed of a cephalic tinflure. This the 
ftudent was to fwallow upon a fatting ftomach, and 
for three days following eat nothing but bread and 
water. As the wafer digetted, the tincture mount¬ 
ed to his brain, bearing the propofition along with 
it. But the iucccfs hath not hitherto been anfwer- 
able, partly by l'ome error in the quantum or com- 
pofition, and partly by the perverlenefs of lads; to 
whom this boius is fo naufeous, that they generally 
ileal afide and dilcharge it upwards, before it can 

operate; 
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operate ; neither have they been yet perfuaded to 
ufe fo long an abftinence as the prei'eription re- 
quires. 

C H A v. VI. 

j} further account of the academy. The author pro- 
pofes fame improvements, which are honourably re- 
ceived *. 

I N the fchool of political proje&ors I was but ill 
entertained; the profellors appearing in mv 
judgement wholly out of their fenles ; which is a 
Vcene that never fails to make me melancholy. 
Thefe unhappy people were propofing lchemes for 
perfuading monarchs to chule favourites upon the 
fcore of their wildom, capacity, and virtue; of 
teaching minifters to confult the public good ; of 
rewarding merit, great abilities, and eminent fer- 
vices : of inftrufting princes to know their true in- 
tereft, by placing it on the lame foundation with 
that of their people ; of chuftng for employments 
perfons qualified to exercife them ; with many 
other wild impoffible chimeras, that never entered 
before into the heart of man to conceive ; and 


* This chapter is full of feverity and farire. Sometimes it is ex¬ 
erted againft the legiflative power; lomet imcs again ft particular po¬ 
liticians ; fometimes againft women : and fometimes it degenerates 
into filth. True hum ur ught to be kept up with decency and dig- 
ritv or it lofes every tintture of entertainment. Defcriptions that 
flock our delicacy, cannot have the kaft good efted: upon our 
minds. Thev offend us, and we fly precipitately from the 1-ght. We 
cannot ftav long enough to examine, whether wit, feme, or morality, 
may be ccuched under fucli odious appearances. 1 am lorry to fay, 
that thefe fort of defcriptions, which are too often lnterfpeifcd 
throughout all Swift's works, are feldom written with any other 
view, or from any other motive, than a wild unbridles indulgence 

of his own bumeur and difpcCtion. Orrery . 

Vol. V. confirmed 
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confirmed in me the old obfervation, that there is 
nothing fo extravagant and ii rational, which fome 
philofophers have not maintained for truth. 

But however I (hall fo far do juftice to this part 
of the academy, as to acknowledge that all of them 
were not fo vifionary. There was a mod ingenious 
doftor, who feemed to be perfectly verftd in the 
whole nature and fyftem of government. This il- 
luftrious perfon had very ufdully employed his flu- 
dies in finding out effectual remedies for all difeafes 
and corruptions, to which the feveral kinds of pu¬ 
blic adminiftration are fubjeft by the vices or in¬ 
firmities of thofe who govern, as well as by the li- 
centioufnefs of thofe who are to obey. For infiance; 
whereas all writers and reafoners have agreed, that 
there is a ft rift univerfal refemblance between the 
natural and the political body ; can there be any 
thing more evident, than that the health of both 
muft be preferved, and the difeafes cured by the 
fame preferiptions ? It is allowed, that fenates and 
great councils are often troubled with redundant, 
ebullient, and other peccant humours; with many 
difeafes of the head, and more of the heart ; with 
firong convulfions, with grievous contractions of 
the nerves and fmews in both hands, but efpecially 
the right; with fplecn, flatus,, vertiges, and deliri¬ 
ums; with fcrophulous tumours full of foetid pu¬ 
rulent matter; with four frothy ruftations ; with 
canine appetites, and crudenefs of digeftion, befides 
many others needlcfs to mention." This doftor 
therefore propofed, that, upon the meeting of a 
fenate, certain phyficians fhould attend at the three 
firft days of their fitting, and at the clofe of each 
day’s debate feel the pulfes of every fenator ; after 
which, having maturely confidered and confulted 
upon the nature of the feveral maladies and the 
methods of cure, they fhould on the fourth day 
return to the fenate-houfe, attended by their apo*- 
thecaries fiored with proper medicines; and, before 
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the members fat, adminifter to each of them leni¬ 
tives, aperitives, abderlives, corrofives, reftrin- 
pents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics, i&erics, 
apophlegmatics, acouftics, as their feveral cal'es rc- 
quirecl ; and, according as thefe medicines ihouUl 
operate, repeat, alter, or omit them at the next 
meeting. 

This projeft could not be of any great expence 
to the public ; and might, in my poor opinion, be 
of much ufe for the difpatch of bulinefs in thole 
countries, where fenates have any fhare in the le- 
gifluive power; beget unanimity, Ihortcn debates, 
open a few mouths which are nowclofed, and dole 
many more which are now open; curb the petu- 
lancy of the young, and correct the politivenefs ot 
the old ; rouze the dupid, and damp the pert. 

Again ; becaufe it is a general complaint, that 
the favourites of princes are troubled with fhort 
and weak memories; the fame doctor propofed, 
that whoever attended a fird minider, after having 
told his bulinefs with the utmoft brevity and in the 
plained words, ihould at his departure give the laid 
minider a tweak by the nole, or a kick in the bel¬ 
ly, or tread on his corns, or lug him thrice by 
both ears, or run a pin into his breach, or pinch 
his arm black and blue, to prevent forgetfulnefs : 
and at every levee day repeat the fame operation, 
till the bulinefs were done or abfolutely refuted. 

He likewife directed, that every lenator in the 
great council of a nation, after he had deliveied 
his opinion, and argued in the defence of it, fhould 
be obliged to give his vote dire&ly contrary ; be¬ 
caufe, ?t that were done, the refult would infallibly 
terminate in the good of the public. 

When parties in a date are violent, he otter¬ 
ed a wonderful contrivance to reconcile them. iThe 
method is this : you take an hundred leaders of 
each party ; you dilpofe them into couples of iuch, 
whole heads are neared of a iize; then let two nice 
Q 2 operators 
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operators f.uv off the occiput of each couple at the 
lame time in luch a manner, that the brain may be 
equally divided. Let the occiputs thus cut off be in¬ 
terchanged, applying each to the head of his oppo- 
lite party-man. It feems indeed to be a work that 
requireth fome exadfnefs, but the profeffor affured 
us, that, if it were dextroufly performed, the cure 
wouid be infallible. For he argued thus; that the 
two half-brains, being left to debate the matter be¬ 
tween thcmfclves within the fpace of one fkull, 
would foon come to a good underftanding, and 
produce that moderation, as well as regularity of 
thinking, fo much to be wilhed for in the heads of 
thofe, who imagine they come into the world only 
to watch and govern its motion : and, as to the 
difference of brains in quantity or quality, among 
thole who are dire&ors in faction, the dodlor al¬ 
lured us from his own knowledge, that it was a 
perfedf trifle. 

I heard a very warm debate between two profef- 
fors, about the moft commodious and effectual 
ways and means of railing money without grieving 
the lubjedf. The firft affirmed, the jufteft method 
would be to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly ; 
and the fum, fixed upon every man, to be rated 
after the faireft manner by a jury of his neighbours. 
The fecond was of an opinion diredlly contrary • 
to tax thofe qualities of body and mind, for which 
men chiefly value themfelves ! the rate to be more 
or lefs according to the degrees of excelling ; the 
decilion whereof ffiould be left entirely to their own 
breaft. The higheft tax was upon men, who are 
the greateft favourites of the other fex, and the 
affelTincnts according to the number and natures of 
the favours they have received ; for which they are 
allowed to be their own vouchers. Wit, valour, 
and politenefs, were likewife propofed to be large¬ 
ly taxed, and coiiedied in the fame manner, by 
every perfon’s giving his owivword for the quantum 
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of what he poflcffld. But as to honour, juftice, 
wifdom, and learning, they ihould not be taxed at 
all; becaule they arc qualifications of lb lingular a 
kind, that no man will either allow them in his 
neighbour, or value them in himfelf. 

The women were propofed to be taxed according 
to their beauty and (kill in dreffing; wherein they 
had the fame privilege with th^ men, to be deter¬ 
mined by their own judgement. But conftancy, 
chaftitv, good fenfc, and good nature, were not 
rated, becaule they would not bear the charge of 
collecting. 

To keep fenators in the intereft of the crown, it 
was propofed, that the members fhould raffle for 
employments , every man firft taking an oath, and 
giving fecuriry, that he would vote for the court, 
whether he won or no ; after which the lofers had 
in their turn the liberty of raffling upon the next 
vacancy. 1 bus hope and expectation would be 
kept a five ; none would complain of broken pro¬ 
miles, but impute their difappointments wholly to 
fortune, whole fhoulders are bioader and ftronger 
than thofe of a miniftry. 

Another profeffor fhewed me a large paper of 
inftruCtions for difeovering plots and confpiracie 9 
again ft the government. He advifed great ftatef- 
men to examine into the diet of all fufpeCted per- 
fons ; their times of eating ; upon which fide they 
lay in bed ; with which hand they wiped their po- 
ftei iors ; to take a ftridt view of their excrements, 
and, from the colour, the odour, the tafte, the 
coniiftence, the crudenefs, or maturity of digeftion, 
form a judgement of their thoughts and defigns. 
Becaule men are never lb ferious, thoughtful, and 
intent, as when they are at ftool, which he found 
by frequent experiment: for in fuch conjunctures, 
When he riled merely as a trial to coniider which 
was the belt way of murdering the king, his ordure 
would have a tinfture of green ; but quite different, 
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when he thought only of railing an infurreCtion, or 
burning the metropolis. 

The whole difeourfe was written with great 
acutenefs. containing many obfervations both cu¬ 
rious and ufeful for politicians ; but, as I concei¬ 
ved, not altogether compleat. This I ventured to 
tell the author, and offered if he pleafed to fupnly 
him with l'ome additions. He received my propo¬ 
rtion with more compliance, than is ufual among 
writers, cfpeci.illy tliofe of the projecting fpecies ; 
profelling lie would be glad to receive farther in¬ 
formation. 

I told him, that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by 
the natives called Lr.ngdon , where I had fojourned 
fomc time in my travels, the bulk of the people 
confiR in a manner wholly of difeoverers, witneiTes, 
informers, accufers, profecutors, evidences, fwear- 
ers, together with their feveral fubfervient and fub- 
altern inllruments, all under the colours, the con¬ 
duct, and pay of mini Iters of Rate and their depu¬ 
ties. The plots in that kingdom are ufually the 
workmanlhip of thofe perfons who defire to raife 
their own characters of profound politicians ; to 
rcftcre new vigour to a crazy adminiftration ; to 
Rifle or divert general difeontents ; to fill their 
coffers with forfeitures ; and raife or fink the opi¬ 
nion of public credit, as either fiiall but anfwer 
their private advantage. It is firfi agreed, and let- 
tied among them, what fufpected perfons (hall be 
accufed of a plot: then, effectual care is taken to 
fecure all their letters and papers, and put the own¬ 
ers in chains. I hefe papers are delivered to a fee 
of arriffs, very dexterous in finding out the mvfie- 
rious meanings of words, fyllables, and letters ; for 
inffance, they can difeover a clofe-Rool to lignifya 
privy-council ; a flock of geefe, a fenate ; a lame 
dog *, an invader ; the plague, a Randing army ; 

* See t!,e proceedings again!* D.. Aiscrbury, B.:nop of Rochester. 
State Trials, vol. vi. 

a buzzard, 
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a buzzard, a prime minifter ; the gout, a high 
prieft ; a gibbet, a fecretary of hate; a chamber¬ 
pot, a committee of grandees; a fieve, a court- 
lady ; a broom, a revolution ; a moule-trap, an 
employment; a bottomlefs pit, a treafury; a link, 
a court; a cap and bells, a favourite; a broken 
reed, a court of juftice ; an empty tun, a general ; 
a running fore, the adminiftration. 

When this method fails, they have two others 
more effectual, which the learned among them call 
acrojiics and anagrams. Firft, they can decypher 
all initial letters into political meanings. Thus, N 
fhall lignify a plot, B , a regiment of horfe, L, a 
fleet at fea : or, Secondly, by tranfpoiing the let¬ 
ters of the alphabet in any ltifpe&ed paper, they 
can lay open the deepefl: defigns of a difeontented 
party. So for example, if I lhould fay in a letter 
to a friend, Our brother Tom has jlift got the piles, a 
ikilful decypherer would difeover, that the fame 
letters, which compofe that lentence, may be ana- 

lyfed into the following words, Rcfifi ,- a plot 

is brought home - The Tour. And this is the ana- 

grammatic method. 

The profeffor made me great acknowledgements 
for communicating thefe obfervations, and promi- 
fed to make honourable mention of me in his trea- 
tife. 

I faw nothing in this country, that could invite 
me to a longer continuance, and began to think of 
returning home to England. 


C H A r. 
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The author leaves Lagado , arrives at Maldonada . Ne 
fbip ready. He takes a fl)ort voyage to Glubdubdiib. 
His reception by the governour 



continent, of which this kingdom is a part, 


A extends itfelf, as I have reafon to believe, eall> 
w/ird to that unknown tract of America weftivard 
of California, and north to the Pacific Ocean, which 
is not above a hundred and fifty miles from Laga- 
do ; where there is a good port, and much com¬ 
merce with the great ilLind of Luggnagg, fuuated 
to the north weft about 29 degrees north latitude, 
and 140 longitude. This iiland of Luggnagg ftands 
fouth-eaftward of Japan, about an hundred leagues 
diftant. There is a ftrief alliance between the Ja- 
panefe Emperor and die King of Luggnagg, which 
affords frequent opportunities of failing from orre 
ifland to the other. I determined therefore to di¬ 
rect my courfe this way, in order to my return to 
Europe. I hired two mules, with a guide, to fhew 
me the way, and carry my fmall baggage. I took 
leave of my noble protc&or, who had fhtwn me fo 

* Gulliver feems to hive finiGicd his voyage to Laputa in a carelefs 
hurrving manner; which makes me nlmoft think, that fometimes 
he was ti ed wi'h his work, and attempted ro run through it as fail 
as he could, otherwife why was the curtain diopt fo foon, or why 
were we deprived < t fo noble a fccne as might have been difeovered 
in the ifiar.d of Glubdubdrib,‘where the governour, by his Ikill in 
necromancy, had the power of calling whom he pleaied from the 
dead. 1 have not time by this ft to write to you my thoughts up¬ 
on a fubjetl, which I confef av akened. but hy no means fatisfud my 
curiofi y. I lamented to find fo many iiluftvious ghofts vanith fo 
quickly and fo abruptly from my fight, many of whom were of the 
brighten characters in h.flory. In my i.ext htter I fhall endeavour 
to detain them a little longer in Leiccftcr fields, than Swift fuffered 
them to ftay in the iiland of Sorcerers. Orrery. 


much 
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much f .vour, and made me a generous prefent at 

my departure. . , 

My journey was without any accident or adven¬ 
ture worth relating. When I arrived at the port 
of Maldonada (for fo it is called; there was no lhip 
in the harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor like to 
be in fome time, The town is about as large as 
Portfmouth. I foon fell into fome acquaintance, 
and was very hofpitably received. A gentleman ot 
diftinflion laid to me, that fince the flops bound 
for Luggnagg could not be ready in lcls than a 
month, it might be no difagreeable amulement for 
me to take a trip to the little ifland of Glubbdub- 
drib, about five leagues off to the fouth weft. He 
offered himfelf and a friend to accompany me, and 
that I fhould be provided with a lmall convemenc 

barque for the voyage. . 

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the 
word, fignifies the ifland of Sorcerers or Magi¬ 
cians. It is about one third as large as the ille ot 
Wight, and extremely fruitful: it is governed by 
ihe°head of a certain tribe, who are all magicians. 
This tribe marries only among each other, and the 
eldeft in fucceffion is prince or governor. He hath 
a noble palace, and a park of about three tnoufand 
acres, furrounded by a wall of hewn ftone twenty 
feet high. In this park are feveral fmall incloiures 
for caitle, corn, and gardening. 

The governor and his family are ferved and at¬ 
tended by domeftics of a kind fomewhat unufual. 
By his (kill in necromancy, he hath a power or cal¬ 
ling whom he pleafeth from the dead, and com¬ 
manding their lervice for twenty-four hours, but 
no longer; nor can he call the fame perlons up a- 
gain in lefs than three months, except upon very 
extraordinary occafions. 

When we arrived at the ifland, which was about 
eleven in the morning, one of the gentlemen, who 
accompanied me, went to the governor, and de- 

Voh. V. & 
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fired admittance for a Granger, who came on pur¬ 
pose to have the honour of attending on his high- 
nefs. This was immcdiatly granted, and we all 
three entered the gate of the palace* between two 
rows of guards armed and dreifed after a very an¬ 
tic manner, and fomething in their countenances 
that made my flefli creep with a horror I cannot 
exprefs. We palled through fcveral apartments 
between lervants of the fame fort ranked on each 
fide, as before, till we came to the chamber of pre¬ 
fence, where, after three profound obeyfances, and 
a few general quef ions, we were permitted to lie 
on three fools near the lowef ffep of his highnefs’s 
throne. He underfood the language of Balnibar- 
bi, although it were different from that of this 
illand. He defired me to give him fome account of 
my travels ; and, to let me fee that I fiould be treat¬ 
ed without ceremony; he difmiffcd all his atten¬ 
dants wkh a turn of his finger at which, to niy 
great afonifiment, they vanificd in an infant, 
like vifions in a dream, when we awake on a hid¬ 
den. I could not recover myfelf in fome time, till 
the governor affured me, that I fiould receive no 
liurt ; and obferving my two companions to be un¬ 
der no concern, who had been often entertained in 
the fame manner, I began to take courage, and re* 
lated to his highnefs a fiort hifory of my feveral 
adventures: yet not wiihout fome hefitation. and 
frequently looking behind me to the place, where 
I had feen thofe domef ic fpeftres. I had the ho^ 
nour to dine with the governor, where a new fet 
of ghofs ferved up the meat, and waited at table. 

I now obferved myfelf to be lefs terrified than I 
had been in the morning. I fayed till fun-fet, but 
humbly defired his highnefs to excufe me for not 
accepting his invitation of lodging in the palace. 
My two friends and I lay at a private houfe in the 
town adjoining, which is the capital of this li:tle 
jfland $ and the next morning we returned to pay 

our 
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our duty to the governor, as he was pleafed to 
command us. 

After this manner we continued in the ifland for 
ten days, mod: part of every day with the governor, 
and at"night in our lodging. I foon grew fo fami- 
liarifed to the fight of fpirits, that after the third or 
fourth time they gave me no emotion at all: or if 
I had any apprehenfions left, my curiofity prevailed 
over them. For his highnefs the governor order¬ 
ed me to call up whatever perfons I would chufe to 
name, and in whatever numbers, among all the* 
dead, from the beginning of the world to the pre_ 
lent time, and command them to anfwer any que 
ftions I Ihould think lit to alk ; with this, conditi¬ 
on, that my queftlons mud be confined within the 
compafs of the times they lived in. And one thing 
I might depend upon, that they would certainly 
tell me truth, for lying was a talent of no ufe in 
the lower world. I made my humble acknow¬ 
ledgments to his highnefs for fo great a favour 
We were in a chamber, from whence there was a 
fair profpeft in the park. And, becaufe my firft 
inclination was to be entertained with fcenes of 
pomp and magnificence, I defired to fee Alexander 
the Great at the head of his army, juft after the 
battle of Arbcla, which, upon a motion of the go¬ 
vernor’s finger, immediately appeared in a large 
field under the window, where we ftood. Alex¬ 
ander was called up into the room : it was with 
great difficulty that I unJerftood his Greek, and 

* I believe it would be impoflible to find out the dtfign of Dr< 
Swift, in lummoning, up a parcel of apparitions, that, from their 
behaviour, or from uny thing tbev lay, are almoft of as little confe- 
cuence as the ghofts in Gay's farce of the What dd y call it . Per¬ 
haps Swift’s general defign might be to arraign the conduct of emi¬ 
nent perfons after their death, and to convey their names and ima¬ 
ges to pofterity deprived of thofe falfe colours in which they former¬ 
ly appeared. If thefe were his intentions, he has mifled his aim , 
or at leaf! has been fo far cairied away by his d.fp-fition to raillery, 
that the moral which c.Ught to arile fretft foch a fable is uuiied in 
obl'curitv. Orrtiy . 

Pi 2 had 
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had but little of my own. He allured me upon his 
honour, that he was not poifoned, but died of a 
fever by exceffive drinking f. 

.Next I Jaw Hannibal palling the Alps, who 

t The firrt airy fabftance introduced is Alexander the Creat. Af¬ 
ter a hint from Gulliver, that we have loft the true Greek idiom, 
the conqueror ot the univerfe is made to declare upon his honour, 
that he died by exceflive drinking, not by poifon.” A trifling 
a d an improper obiervation, becaufe the apparition is called up .is he 
appeared at the head of his army, juft after the battle of Arbela. I 
own my exp--Nations were great, When I fowid his appearance was 
J.o be at that particular junflurc. Or rather I could have wifl.ed to 
luve leen him after the battle of ISSUS, when the temperate life 
which he made of his victory, was highly worthy of imitation. 
Mich a circumflance might have graced his triumph. There are o- 
tners too in the hifturical records of him, that redound to his h<»- 
nonr. Hie tender regard which he fliewej to Pindar, bv fparin- the 
hotifc of thar poet, \%hen he razed rhe city of Thebes, feems to de¬ 
mand perpetual gratitude from all fuccecding bards. The manner 
in whien he vifned the tomb of Achilles j the affection and refpeft 
paid by him to Ariftotle; the undaunted confidence placed in his 
phyfician Philip, are inflances fuflicient to fhew, that Alexander did 
n n want fome virtues of humanity. And when we confider feveral 
of.his rain adhons of inebriety, they convince us how far the native 
cxcellencKs of the mind may be debafed and changed by paflions 
which too often attend fucccfs and luxury, 

XJtiunque defee ere mores 
Dedecorant bene naia culpa. 

It u eWdcnt, that Swift had conceived an abfolute difeurt to Alexan¬ 
der, whole charaO.r he aims to dc(lr.>y, by touching it in fo (light a 
manner, that he puts me in mind of the vifit paid by Auguftus Catfar 

^ ^^ S ?T IC i7 at . AkX e drij - U ‘'° n EmCr-s atli! 

. , he body of the Macedonian hero was found in rts full dimen- 
lions, but fo tender, notu.thflanding all the former embalming, that 

^dUteS “o'::? ° nly thC " 0fC ° f "•> d ^' d im- 

verlyJr i I P fr'i ,lrtiS 4.J’ eCUlUr ' h °»? h « K "ot dtfeo- 

sered at an Itafty view. The appearance of Alexander with a vigo¬ 
rous army immediately after the battle of Arbela, produces only a 
declaration that he d'Cd by drunkennels; thus inadequate and ridicu- 

whh’h'e' 2 e ° r rC 'f°a iS ' he ima " P ur P° fe for which Alexander 
' ' ■ h:s "l°y Jttarched into a remote country, fubverted a mighty 
empire, and deluged a nation with blood ; he gained no more than 

T'^rA'il 10 h e‘ tn u mC ; ,c hicb aftcr a ftw «P^«ion» was no longer 

Deus ro hl i, | V o h,mf n : ! hu tl>e I "To e of his rrfnrreOionap- 

d 1, If V" 5 e<5Ua y r r ° r,3n ' " i,h that ofbis life, upon 
which it is a fatire nor mor^ ~ r...i * 
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told me, he had not a drop of vinegar in his 
camp *. 

I law Csefar and Pompey at the head of their 
troops juft ready to engage. I law the former in 
his laft great triumph. I defired, that the fenatc 
of Home might appear before me in one large cham¬ 
ber, and a modern reprefentative in another. The 
firft feemed to be an aifembly of heroes and demi¬ 
gods, the other a knot of pedlars, pick-pockets, 
higwaymen, and bullies. 

The governor, at my requeff, gave the fign for 
Cvefar and Brutus to advance towards us. I was 
ftruck with a profound veneration at the fight of 


• Hannibal Lems to bare been fnmmouei with no other view 
than to cenfure Liv\ the hiftorian. It is not only improbable, bnt 
impoflible, that H innibal fhould have carried a fuflicicnt quantity of 
vinegar tor the ptirpole related by Livy ; but as vinegar will certainly 
foften and difloive (tones, the experiment might have been improved 
or fo contrived by Hannibal, as to appear to make an cafy and expe¬ 
ditious opening through feme particular paflage already fitted for the 
purpofe. Such a trial, practiced in that age of darknefs, and pro¬ 
perly managed, might have been univcrfally received as a kind of 
miracle ; fo that Livy could force have avoided inferting the report 
as an acknowledged truth : efpecially as the fa£t itfelf feems to in¬ 
fer that the Romans were invincible, unlefs from fome lupernatural 
caufe. Swift, no friend to military men, thinks the Carthaginian 
general unworthy of any further notice j and haftens to call up the 
l'enateof Rome. This gives him an opportunity of being very fe- 
vere upon a certain modern atfembly, which he treats in a manner 
more referobling the Cynic in his ceil, than the free*humoured Ra¬ 
belais in his cafy chair. O-rtry . 

Livy the Roman hifiorian has related that Hannibal burnt a great 
pile of wood upon a rock tli3t flopped his paflage, and when it \va* 
thus heated poured linegar upon it, by which it was made fo loft as 
to beealily cut through. 

Gulliver’s account of his entertainment at Glubbdubdrib is flrange- 
lv and whimfically diverting. Alexander the Great, at the head of 
his army jult after the ba.tlc of Aibcla, allured Gulliver upon his 
honour, that he was noc p< ifoned, but died of a fever by excefiive 
drinking. And afterwards Han.iibal palling the Alps, declared to 
him, that he had not a drop of vinegar in his camp. How ridicu¬ 
lous, how contemptible, are thefe plagues of the world, thefe de- 
flroyers of the human race, when ftripped of their royalty and com¬ 
mand, as well as their ability to perpetrate any further mifehief? 

■ ■■ M ors jola futeiur 

S^antulaJint bijrirwm nrpufeub. Juv, a r . 10 . 


Brutus 
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Brums, and could eafily difcover the mofr confum- 
mate virtue, the greateR intrepidity and firmnefs 
of mind, the truefl love of his country, and gene¬ 
ral benvolence for mankind, in every lineament of 
his countenance. 1 obferved with much pleafure, 
that thefe two pcrlons were in good intelligence with 
etch other; and Caefar freely confefled to me, that 
the grcateR actions of his own life were not equal, 
by many degrees, to the glory of taking it away. I 
had the honour to have much converfation with 
Brutus; and was told that his anceRor Junius, So¬ 
crates. Epaminondas, Cato the younger, Sir Tho¬ 
mas More, and himfelf, were perpetually together : 

2, Jcxtumvirate to which all the ages of the world 
cannot add a feventh*. 

It 

• Pompey and Carfar only appear to grace the entry of Brutus* 
who is Swift's favoutite patri. t. But as Ctffar genetoufly confefled 
to Gulliver, “ that rhe gicateil actions ot his life were not equal, by 
many degrees, to the glory of taking it away ; ” it would have been 
a proper alleviation ot the Dilator's crimes, to have acknowledged 
him the greateft fhtefman, orator, and foldicrof the age in which 
he lived ; an age fertile of eminent men ; an age when ambi'ion was 
fcarce looked upon as a ciime ; and wh n the Roman virtue (once 
the fupport and prefervation of the common-wealth) was long fmee 
Jofl in vice and luxury. At luch a time a finglc mafler was become 
neceflary ; and Pcmpev would have feized the reins of government, 
had not Ca?fa interpofed. If the confpirators had reftored liberty to 
their country, their adt had been completely gloiious, and would have 
fhewed, that C^lar, not R^me, was degenerated. But if we may 
judgfe from the contrquencts, Heaven difapproved of the deed. A 
panicu)ir fate attended the confpirators, not one of whom died a 
natural death. And even Bru.us, perhaps recollefling in his laft mo¬ 
ments the benefts which he had received fiom C*efar was ftaggered 
in his thoughts of virtue, and imagining himfelf deceived by a Shadow 
broke out into a pathetical exprelfion fignifying, tf that he had wor- 
“ {hipped v rtue as a fwbttancv, and had found it only a fhaJow f 0 
that he hems to have wanted that fortitude of mind, which conflant- 
ly attends t-ue virtue to the grave. This defecl in the charatfer of 
Brutuj. is not improperly expieifcd in the famous gallerv of the Great 
Duke of Tufcany, where there is a very fine head of Brutus, becun 
by Mchael Angela, but left unfinifhed : under it is engraven upon a 
c opper-plate this diflich : 1 

Dunt Brvti cjjigiem fcalpor de rrurrrcrc diuii. 

In n.enum JuLris •venit, a abJilnaU. 


If 
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It would be tedious to trouble the reader with re* 
lating what vaft numbers of illuftrious pctTons were 
called up to gratify that infatioble delire I had to 
fee the world in every period of antiquity placed 

before 

If Brutus erred, it was from a wrong notion of virtu?. The 
charaftcrof Caelar is perhapi more 2 miab)e, but lefs pcrfe£b. His 
fruit" were great ; however, many of them were foils to his virtues. 

A modern eminent writer has reptefented him as a glutton. He tells 
us, that when Ca* ar went to the public fealts, he cnnflantly took a 
vomit in the morning, with a defign to indulge himfclf with more 
keennefs, and to increafe his appetite f r the enfuing feal>. The taft 
is true, but l would willingly believe the inference unjud. It is more 
than probable, tha* he prallied tiiis cudom by the advice of his phv- 
ficians, who might direct tuch a regimen, as the m;»ft certain and 
immediate prefervalion againft epileptic fits to w-hidh the Dictator 
was often liable. My honoured father, who was excelled by few phv- 
ficians in the theory of phylie, has often told me, that thofc kind 
of convulfions were ot fuch a nature as generally to come on after eat¬ 
ing, and more voilently if the domach was overloaded. Cajfar was l'e 
careful in obferving a decent dignity in his behaviour, that he dread¬ 
ed the ftiame of txpofing publicly this wcaknefs in his conftituti n ; 
and therefoA guarded agrinft it in a prudent manner, which has fince 
been condiued into a reproach. This furmife reds upon the Itrong- 
er foundation, as all authors agree, that he was mold dri&ly and re¬ 
markably abdemious. 

In his public character, Oefar appens a drong example, how far 
the greatert natural and acquired a compiilhmen:s may lofe their luf- 
tre, when made fubfervient to falle glory-, and an immoderate third 
of power j as, on the other hand, the hiftory of Brutus may indriict 
us, what unhappy effects the rigid cxerci e of fuperior virtue, when 
mifapplied and carried too far, may produce in the moft ftcdfait mind, 
or the founded juigement. 

Gulliver ha- g ven to Brutus five companions, Junius Bru f u*, So¬ 
crates, Epaminoadas, Cato the cenfor, and Sir Thomas More. Such 
a frxtumvirate is not cafiiy to be increaled : yet let me hope, that the 
reflexion is too feverely critical, when he adds, that all the ages 
“ of the world cannot furnifti out a feventh.” Every age has produ- - 
ced men of virtue and abilities in the highed degree. The race of 
mankind fince their fird creation, have b^en always the fame. The 
greateft chara&ers have boen blc ded with the greateft faults. Poets 
and hiftorians have fingled out particular perfons for fame and im¬ 
mortality : they have adorned them with accompltfliments which 
perhaps thy never polleHed, while other men equally meritorious 
have been filently buried in oblivion, with only the lelf confciouf- 
nefs of deferving a rank among the companions of Brutus in the Ely* 
Can fields. 

In this illudiious fextumvirate, Socrates and Sir Thomas More 
undoubtedly q^ferve the pre eminence. The extravagant virtue of 

Junius 
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before me. I chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding 
the deftroyers of tyrants and ulurpers, and the re¬ 
storers of liberty to opprefled and injured nations. 

But 


Junius Brutus is (hocking to every parent, and every good-natured 
mind. The important lervices of the lather might juftly have claim¬ 
ed from the public, the pardon of his fun;: and, when his paternal 
piety had faved their lives, h:i piecepts and example might fo effec¬ 
tually have reclaimed their errors, as to have made them become use¬ 
ful members of the commonwealth. 1 am fully perluaJed, that if 
Dr. Swift had been a father, wc fhould not have found the name of 
Junius Brutus where it is now placed. 

In Epaminondas the Theban glory firft appeared, and did. His 
own merit, in overcoming the great*fl difficulties, entirely fixed bis 
reputation. A haopy concurrence of cireumlfances has often given 
fame to others; bur Epaminondas was indebted for his fuperior cha¬ 
racter, only to himfclf. 

I am in fume doubt, whether Cato the cenfor can fairly claim a 
rank among fo choice a group of ghoils *. He juftly indeed condem¬ 
ned the luxury of the Romans, and he puiiffied their vices with an 
impartial fcccrity. But herein he feems to have indulged his own 
natural temper, rather than to have atted abhdutely from a love of 
virtue. He was a declared enemy to poetry, painting, and all the 
politer arts. He was proud, vain, and morofe. But above all, 
he was fo extremely avaricious, that Rhadamamhus, in the Archbi- 
fhop of Cambrays dialogues of the dead, after exprefling fome regard 
to his merits, tells him, as he wa< an ufurer, he could not be admit¬ 
ted into tbc Elyfian fields ; and therefore orders him to keep the gate 
as porter, in which fituation he might gratify the cenloiioufnefs of 
his difpofltion, by examining every ghoft that attempted to come 
into Elyfium, and by (hutting the door againft all thofe who were not 
Qualified for admittance. Rhadamanthus then gives him money, to 
pay Charon for fuch paflengers who were not able to pay for them- 
fclves; and at the fame time declares, that he will punifh him as a 
-robber, if he ofters to lend out thjt money upon usury. How very 
different are the fentiments of Abp. Fenelon, and of Dr. Swiff, in 
their judgement of Cito ? The one thinks him unworthy of a place 
among millions in Elyfium, while the other diftineui/hes him among 
♦he greateft men of antiquity. From this dilienfion of opinions may 
be traced, perhaps, tne particular temper both of the Archbifhop and 
of the Dean; ar.d from thence may be deduced the rcafo.n why the 
cenfor waselleemcd by the latter, and condemned by the fotmer. 0r» 
i:ry. 
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But it is impofiibk to exprefs the fatisfa&ion I re¬ 
ceived in my own mind, after iuch a manner as to 
make it a fuiuble entertainment to the reader. 



CHAP. VIII. 

A further account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient and 
modern hijlory corrected, 

H AVING a defire to fee thofe ancients,. who 
were moft renowned for wit and learning, I 
fet apart one day on purpofe. * I propofed that 
* Homer 


The noble author finilhes h's remarks on this feventh chapter, by 
objlrving, that “ Gulliver, a ter having taken a tranfient view of 
ct numberlefs illuftrious peifons, whom he does not name, doles the 
<* chapter, and gives him an opportunity of finiftiing his letter ^ ana 
then address his Ion thus: « Late, very late, may you become a 
•1 c hdl ! and when one, may vou equal one of Swift’s fextumviratej 
“ and m.iy his ghoft (grown lefs cynical and better inftrufted) rejoice 
<c to admit you into the company, from which he has fo arbitrarily 
“ excluded all 1'ilturc generations.” # 

Gulliver has not excluded all future generations from adding to this 
fcxt'imvirate. For he fpeaks only of the time paft. What Caro s 
may appear to blefs the world, and oppofe the torrent of corruption, 
in after ages, God only knov. s. Swift. # , , 

* Gulliver, tired of heroes, changes the fcenc m this 3th chapter, 
and becomes curious to know the fixation of poets and philoiopher-, 
v-ho, in their turn, have as eagerly contended for tame, as Las Ur 
did for power, or Brutus for liberty. He defireS that Homer and A- 
riftotlc mav make their appearance at the head ot their commenta¬ 
tors. “ Homer,” fays our traveller, “ was the taller and corner 
“ perfon of the two j walked very ereft for one of his age, and his 
«C e VCS W ere the moft quick and piercing I ever beheld t- I s 
certain, that Homer has rather gained, than left vigour by his years. 
Twenty-fix centuries have not unbraced his nerves, or given one 
wrinkle to his brow. And although Gulliver has beftowed upon 
him the additional ornament of fine eyes, yet I am apt to think they 

f <c All that is meant by Gulliver is, that Homer had the moft 
« quick and piercing genius of ail human race.” Swift, 

- ‘ have 
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Homer and Ariftctle might appear at the head of 
all their commentators ; but thefe were fo numer¬ 
ous, that fome hundreds were forced to attend in 

the 

: ;t left I ,m 

not to conclude from the wndufl:™. VS d (flnce 11 ,s ""poffible 
mlmt, cy, becomes more' wtenfel^iif- 0 / Hum " and that the 

xupted by external objects Jt is an ol/nhi 6 ’ W ^ Cn '! ’ s not ,n,cr * 
nourifhed more perfons than SylJa Catfar Toi'a ft*' Homer has 
their pictures have decayed, not a’leTter o? the W? * 1°* VS* 
The Grecian poet not only preferves his original r*** ^ a * b t Cn °^ # 
freely, and looks beautifu||y P , n o'h-r Ian £ but brc ' 1thcs 

fychofi than Pythagoras ever dmlnd ! a ha !>P ier 

abfoluHy obliged to wear the Hifi' °.* ^ owever > if Homer was 
to him/he 2 Sh been given 

limbs uneafy and confined • and wonM I V demotion of his 
even to the birth-dav fuit whit h r ^ ,s own fimple attire, 

commentators 1 have done*iT^honour^o^H^ ** h l " 

Some of thofe learned nrdmic » °. ^ omer > chan the tranflators. 

upon particles and words • others 3 have ' wa ^ ed . their observations 
comparing the propriety if -whH * 5 » 

endeavoured to trace out from the Uifd and have 

of arts and fciences. Some there ire rud, ments 

circumrtances as wore negleOed bv Uomc^ *7® ° n ^ n?rrow 
to their own confined gen^u, Thev 3 “.V*" ° n,y be f V itab *' 

his fublime flights, and attem-n rU ' *• n °t able to purfue him in 
with themfeives. Their low m rh™ ™} '° bnng him Upon a ,evcI 
abfurd problem, prooofed bv t ^"° nS ,tmind of an 
Iliad might not'b^ri t wheth - 

whole might be contained within a Z 'L » ^ l*-* . hand > !hat the 
tion IS f id to have encaged the them Jht. J Th ' 5 lm P°rtant quef. 
court, and gives us a p S. S J"? atten " on the French 
Homer. The Dauphin and hi train h a£T“* ^ U P°" 
a nut-ftell. when Alexander aid h?. *r the I,iad into 

moft curious cabinet of Dariu< as thr U [ tierS chofe the ticheft and 
mer’s works. US aS thc onI y ^opt r repofltory for Ho- 

but^DrSwift ^s'^l'aded'VhenTtogetlfe^ tbe ! r o^araffere; 

ing their commentators in that itift an V '" ,v ° f fte,,v " 

thof- fholiafta ought to appeLr Wb nd,<U '™ S H f ht i» which 
produfiions of a„ uncommon geniu- fuch as^ref b ‘ C , fl ' cd „ with ,he 
rnufl, in feme meafurc, be ranifVH bv b j • ■ Te( =rnblcs Homer, it 
in the fame manner that you mi» ho * ad imitations and comments ; 
and influence, ttifing vapCe" a /have obferved the fun, by its heat 
and perhaps corrupt the Tir, in whichhTlb" 6 '"-'f c th “ inff °> 

- ** 

devour 
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the court and outward rooms of the palace. * 
knew and could diftinguilh thofe two heroes a* 
firft fight, not only from the crowd, but from 
each other. Homer was the taller and comlier 
perfon of the two, walked very ered for one of his 
age, and his eyes were the moft quick and piercing 
l ever beheld," Ariflotle (looped much and made 
ufe of a daft'. His vifage was meagre, his hair 
lank and thin, and his voice hollow *. I foon dif- 

covcred 


dfavour to purfuc anJ extend a pleating inchanted protpefl, that has 
no real foundation, deviate into a dark, difagreeahle road of briers 

and thorns ?--It h on this account, that the Dean has introduced 

Ariftotle in company with Homer. Orrery. 

• This defeription of Ariilotle is fine, and in a few words, repre¬ 
sents the true nature of his works. By not having the immortal fpi- 
rit ®f Homer, he was unable to keep his body ered ; and his flatf, 
which feebly fupported him, like his commentators, made this defeat 
more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful qualities : but thefe 
real ornament 5 f like his hair, were thin and ungraceful f. His ftyle 
Was harlh, and like his voice, had neither force nor harmony. He 
was without doubt a man of great genius and penetration 5 bl,t 
did infinitely more prejudice than lervice to real literature. He ftu- 
died words more than* fa£ts; and delivered his philofophy perplexed 
with fuch intricate logical terms, as have Hid a foundation for the 
endlefs fcholaftic deputations which have corrupted and retarded the 
progrefs of learning. He waged war with all his predeceilbrs. He. 
never quotes an author but with a view to refute his opinion. Like 
the Ottoman emperor, he could not reign in fafety, till he had firil 
detlroycd his brethren, He was as ambitious in Lienee, as his pu¬ 
pil Alexander was in arms. He aimed to be a defpotic orginal j and 
not only to be the prince, but the tyrant of philofophy. What then 
can be expe&ed from the commentators of his works, who were de¬ 
void of his ingenuity, and poflefled all his intricate follies? Ramus 
with his covert ignorance, and Scotus and Aquinas, with their fub- 
divifinns and imaginary nothings, mud make a contemptible figure in 
th;- Elyfian fields, which are the fuppofed manlions of chearfulnefs, 
truth and candour, and confequently mud be a very improper fituati- 
on for that tribe of philofophers. Orrery. 

In Gulliver’s portrait of Homer, we obferve all the marks and de¬ 
lineations of quicknes, genius, and fire, accompanied with ao ex- 
quifite power and felicity, in the communication of his ideas, with 
clearnefs and force, unto the fouls of his auditors. Switt’s portrait ot 
Ariflotle is equally ftrong and maflcrly. He (looped much, laith he, 

•f- tc In this the noble commentator feems to be miflaken ; for it 
<« cannot be believed, that Ariftotle's real ornaments, however few, 
“ w’erc ungraceful 
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covered that both of them were perfect ftrangers to 
the re it of the company, and had never (een or 
heard of them before, 'and l had a whifper from 
a ghofr, who (hall be namelds, that thele com¬ 
mentators always kept in the molt diftant quarters 
from their principals in the lower world, through 
a confcioufnefs of fhame and guilt, becaufe they 
had lo horribly mifreprefented the meaning of thole 
authors to polterity. I introduced Didymus and 
Eultathius to Homer, and prevailed on him to treat 
them better than perhaps they deferved, for he 
loon found they wanted a genius to enter into the 
fpirit of a poet. But Ariftotle was out of all pati¬ 
ence with the account I gave him of Scotus and 
Ramus, as I prefented them to him, and he afked 
them whether the reft of the tribe were as great 
dunces as themfelves. 

I then ddjred the governor to call up Defcartes 
and G.ilTendi, with whom I prevailed to explain 
their iyltems to Ariftotle. This great philofopher 

and made ufe of a ftaff; that is, he thought, he conCdered, he ru¬ 
minated, he pondered deeply on the mod intricate and abftrufc points 
re.ating ro the luences; and, by the force of rcafoning, which is 
meant by his (tali, he cleared his way through briers and thorns, un¬ 
til he (truck into the road which leads to fcience and philofphy.— 
f he remaining part of Anftotle s portrait, is only the reprefentation 
of an abftracfed fcholar, worn away and decayed with years, hard flu* 
dy, nocturnal lucubrations, and the want of bodily exercife. 

Some would make Swift treat Ariftotle with very little refpert. 
But, on the contrary, Swift admired Ariftotle beyond all the philo- 
fophers which had appeared in the world, from the days of Alex¬ 
ander the Great to the moment he was then writing ; I had almoft 
faid, even to the contempt of all others, not excepting Defeases, 

GalTend' and the famous Sir Jfaac Newton.-From a little book 

of in ruthorvs which Dr. Swift was pleafed to draw up for the ufe 

Sin <cA*A'. in h j S °.^ n WOrds » S ivC his real opinion of Ari- 
fto le. “ Anrtotle, the d.fc.pie of Plato, and tutor to Alexander 

cc jf 1 l J ol,owers /were called Peripatetics, from a Greek 

" 0rd w h »ch fignifies to wulk ; becaufe he taught his difciples walk- 
tng. VVe have not all his works; and fome of thofe which are 
imputed to him, are fup-ofed not genuine. He writ upon logic, 
or the ait ofreaioning; upon moral and naturalpbihfopby: upon 
oratory , poetry f etc. and leems to be a perfon of ths mojl compre- 
benfive genus reoat ever lived." Swift. 

freely 
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freely acknowledged hi cwnmiftakes in natural 
philofophv, becaufe he proceeded in many things 
upon conjecture, as all men muft do ; and he 
found that Gaffendi, who had made the doCtrine 
of Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the vor¬ 
tices of Defcartes, were equally to be exploded *. 
He predicted the fame fate to attraftioriy whereof 

the 

* I believe you will find, that Aridotle is ftill to be preferred t° 
Epicurus. The fo r mer made fame ufet'ul experiment and dlfcoveries 
and was engaged :n a real puriuit of knowledge, although his man¬ 
ner is much perplexed. The latter was full of vanity and ambition. 
He was an impodor, and only aimed at deceiving. He feemed not 
to believe the principles whh h he has aflerted. He committed the 
government of all things to chance. His natural philofophy is abfurd. 
His moral philofophy wants its proper bafis, the fear of God. M. 
Bayle one of his warmed advocates is of this lad opinion, where he 
fays, Or ne fcauroit pas dire ajfez de blen de 1'bonnetete de fes moeurs , 
ri affirx, de mat de fes opinions fur la religion. His general maxim, that 
happinefs confided in plea.ure, was too much unguarded, and mud. 
lay a foundation of a mod dedru&ive pra&ice: although from his 
temper and condi'ution, he made his a&ions fufficientlv pleafurable 
to himfelf, and agreeable to the rules of true philofophy. His for¬ 
tune exempted him from care and folicituie ; his valetudinarian ha¬ 
bit of body, from intemperance. He paflld the greateft part of his 
time in his garden, where he enjoyed all the elegant amuftments of 
life. There he dudied ; there he tai ght his philofophy. This par¬ 
ticular happy fuuadon greatly contributed to that tranquility of mind, 
and indolence of body, which he made his chief ends. He had not 
however refolution lufficicnt to meet the gradual approaches of death, 
and wanted chat onlbny which Sir William Temp.’c aferibes to 
him : for, in his lad moments, when he found that his condition 
was defperate, he toak fuch large draughts of wine, that he was ab- 
folutely ir.t'xicated, and deprived of his fenfes * fo that he died more 
like a Bacchanal than a philolopher ; to which the epigram alludes. 

Hinc flygia chins bo:Jit aquas, 

I fliould not have ventured into this criucifm and cenfure upon 
thefe ancient pi iloforhers, if my opinion was rot in a great meafure 
fupported by Lord Bacon, who as he was certainly the mod accurate 
judge of this fubjeft, might be perhaps, fr m that pre-eminence, too 
fevere a critic. It mud be owned, that Epicurus in particular has 
many followers and admirers among the ancients, and among the 
moderns. Cicero commends him for cultivating his fritndfhips in 
the mod exquifite manner. The book lies epen before me, and I 
will tranferibe the words. De qua [ami : :a] Epicurus quidem ira di¬ 
nt , omnium rerum quas ad beate r iverdur: fapientia compcraverit , nihil 
cjfe mejus amici: ia, nihil ubri us, nihil jucurmus ; neque vero b:c oranore 
Jclum, fedmulfo magis vita, hfatfii, et trnribus, comprobavit. Diogenes 
Laertius praifes his virtue and learning. In the Aufuftan age the 

grea - 
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the prefent learned are fuch zealous aflertors. He 
faid, that new fyftems of nature were but new ta- 
fhions, which would vary in every age : and even 
thofc, who pretend to demonftrate them from ma¬ 
thematical principles, would fiourifh but a fhort 
period of time, and be out of vogue when that was 
determined; 

I have fpent five days in convcrfiqg with many 
others of the ancient learned. I faw moft of the 
hrft R.oman emperors. I prevailed on the gover- 
nor*to call up Eliogabalus’s cooks to drefs us a din¬ 
ner, but they could not fhew us much of their lkill 
for want of materials. A helot of Agefilaus made 

grcatefl names are infjrted among his followers. Cxfar, Atticus, 
Mecznas, Lucretius, Virgil and Horace, embraced his philofoph-, 
and gave a luftre to his feft and dottrincs. Sir William Temple 
fays, “ that he wonders why fuch /harp inveftives were fo general- 
“ lymade againft Epicurus, by the ages that followed him 5 efpe- 
“ cially as his admirable wit, felicity of exprefiion, excellence of na- 
“ ture, fweetnefs of converfation, temperance of life, and conftancy 
“ of death, made him fo much beloved by his friends, admired by 
“ his lcholars, and honoured by the Athenians.’* Sir William 
Temple imputes this injuftice “ to the envy and malignity of the 
u Stoics, and to fome grofs pretenders, who ailiimed the denomina- 
“ tionof that fe£t $ who miftook his favourite principle,” [That 
ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE,] “ by confining it 
“ to fenfual pleafure only. To thefe fucceeded the Chriftians, who 
efleemed his principles of natural philofophy more oppofite to thofc 
“ of our religion, than either the Platonifts, ;he Peripatetics, or 
“ even the Stoics themfclves.” This is the opinion, and thefe are 
almcfl the exaft words of the great Sir William Temple. 

Swift equally explodes Epicurus, and the more modern philofo- 
phers Defcartes and Gaflendi. 

Defcartes was a knight errant in philofophy, perpetually miflaking 
windmills for giants 5 yet by the ftreneth of a warm imagination, he 
ltarted fome opinion*, which probably put Sir Ifaac Neuton and others 
on making many experiments that produced moft ufeful difeoveries. 

Gaflendi was efttemed one of the greateft ornaments of France. 
He was a dotfor ot divinity, and royal profeftbr of mathematics. He 
was born in Provence in 1592, and died in 1655. With great in- 
duftry he collected whatever related to the perfon and to the rhilofo- 
phy ot Epicurusj the latter of which he has reduced into a complete 
f;ftem. 1 

I have now curforily gone through the charafters of fuch ghofts 
as arc nominally fpecificd by Gulliver. I may be wrong either in my 
account or in rr.y obiervations : and I ftiail reioice to be confuted by 
you in any point of learning wha tever. Orrery. J 
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us a difh of Spartan broth, but I was not able t° 
get down a fecond fpoonful. 

The two gentlemen, who conduced me to the 
Hland, were prefTed by their private affairs to re¬ 
turn in three days, which I employed in feeing fome 
of the modern dead, who had made the greateft 
figure for two or three hundred years paft in our 
own and other countries of Europe; and having 
been always a great admirer of old illuftrious fa¬ 
milies, I defired the governour would call up a do 
zen or two of kings, with their anceftors in order 
for eight or nine generations. But my difappoint- 
ment was grievous and unexpected. For, initead 
of a long train with royal diadems, I faw in one fa¬ 
mily two fidlers, three fpruce courtiers, and an 
Italian prelate. In another, a barber, an abbot, 
and two cardinals. I have too great a veneration 
for crowned heads to dwell any longer on fo nice a 
fubjeCt. But as to counts, marquifes, dukes, earls, 
and the like, I was not fo fcrupulous. And, I 
confefs, it was not without fome pleafure, that I 
found myfelf able to trace the particular features, 
by which certain families are diftinguilhed up to 
their originals. I could plainly diicover from 
whence one family derives a long chin, why a fe¬ 
cond hath abounded with knaves for two genera¬ 
tions, and fools for two more; why a third hap¬ 
pened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to be fhar- 
pers; whence it came, what Polydore Virgil fays 
of a certain great houfe, Nec vir forth , nec famino, 
cqfta ; how cruelty, falfhood, and cowardice, grew 
to be charadleriftics, by which certain families arc 
diftinguilhed as much as by their coats of arms ; 
who fir ft brought the pox into a noble houfe, 
which hath lineally defcended in fcrophulous tu¬ 
mours to their pofterity. Neither could I wonder 
at all this, when I faw fuch an interruption of line¬ 
ages by pages, lacqueys, valets, coachmen, game- 
fters, fidlers, players, captains, and pick-pockets. 

1 was 
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I was chiefly difgufted with modern hiftory. For 
having fit iCtiy examined all the perlons of greateft 
name in the courts of princes for an hundred years 
paft, I found how the world had been milled by 
proflitute writers to alcribe the greateft exploits in 
war to cowards, the wifeft counlel to fools, fince- 
rity to flatterers, Roman virtue to betrayers of their 
country, piety to atheifts, chaftity to Sodomites, 
truth to informers : how many innocent and ex¬ 
cellent perlons had been condemned to death or 
banilhment by the praftifingof great minifters upon 
the corruption of judges, and the malice of facti¬ 
ons : how many villains had been exalted to the 
higheft places of trufl, power, dignity, and profit: 
how great a fhare in the motions and events of 
courts, councils, and fenates. might be challenged 
by bawds, whores, pimps, parafices, and buffoons : 
how low an opinion I had of human wildom and 
integrity, when I was truly informed of the fprings 
and motives of great enterprizts and revolutions in 
the world, and of the contemptible accidents to 
which they owed their iiiccefs. 

Here I difeovered the roguery and ignorance of 
thofe, who pretend to write anecdotes , or ferret 
hiftory; who lend fo many kings f o their graves 
with a cup of poifon ; will repeat the difeourfe be¬ 
tween a prince and chief mioiftcr, where no witnefs 
was by ; unlock the thoughts and cabinets of am- 
bafladors and lecreraries of ftate ; and have the per¬ 
petual misfortune to be miftaken. Here I difeo¬ 
vered. the true caufesof many great events that have 
furprifed the world ; how a whore can govern the 
back-ftairs, the back-ftairs a council, and the coun¬ 
cil a fenate. A general confefied in my prefence, 
that he got a vi&ory purely by the force of cowar¬ 
dice and ill-conduft ; and an admiral, that, for 
want of proper intelligence, he beat the enemy, to 
whom he intended to betray the fleet. Three kings 
protefted to me, that, in thpir whole reigns, they 

never 
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never did once prefer any perfon of merit, unlefs 
by miftake, or treachery of fome minifter in whom 
they confided : neither would they do it if they 
were to live again ; and they fhewed, with great 
ftrength of reafon, that the royal throne could not 
be fupported without corruption, becaufe that po- 
iitive, confident, reftive temper, which virtue in- 
fufed into a man, was a perpetual clog to public 
bufinefs. 

I had the curiofity to inquire in a particular man¬ 
ner, by what method great numbers had procured 
to the mi elves high titles of honour and prodigious 
eftates; and I confined my enquiry to a very mo¬ 
dern period, however without grating upon prefent 
times, becaufe I would be fure to give no offence 
even to foreigners ; for I hope the reader need not 
to be told, that I do not in the leaft intend my 
own country in what I fay upon this occafion. A 
great number of perfons concerned weie called up, 
and upon a very flight examination difeovered fuch 
a feene of infamy, that 1 cannot refle£l upon it 
without fome ferioufnefs. Perjury, opprefiion, fu- 
bornation, fraud, pandarifm, and the like infirmities , 
were amongft the moll excufable arts they had to 
mention ; and for thefe i gave, as it was reafona- 
ble, great allowance But when fome confeffed 
they owed their greatnefs and wealth to fodomy, or 
inceft ; others to the proflituting of their own 
wives and daughters ; others to the betraying their 
country or their prince ; iome to poifoning, more 
to the perverting of jullice in order to deftroy the 
innocent ; I hope I may be pardoned, if thefe dif- 
coveries inclined me a little to abate of that pro¬ 
found veneration, which I am naturally apt to pay 
to perfons of high rank, who ought to be treated 
with the utmoft refpe£t due to thtir lublime dignity 
by us their inferiors. 

I had often read of fome great fee vices done to 
princes and ftates, and defired to fee the perfons by 

Vol. V. T whom 
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whom thofe fervices were performed. Upon en- 
quiiy I was told, that their names were to be found 

on no record, except a few of them, whom hifto- 

ly hath icprelented as the vile ft rogues and trai¬ 
tors. As to the reft, I had never once heard of 
them. They all appeared with dejected looks, and 
m the meaneft habit, moft of them telling me they 
died in poverty and difgrace, and the reft on a 
jciufold or a gibbet. 

Among others there was one perfon, whofe cafe 
appeared a little lingular. He had a youth about 
tighteen years old Handing by his fide. He told me' 
lie had for many years been commander of a [hip. 
and in the (ea-fight at Aftium had the good fortune’ 
to break through the enemy’s great line of battle, 
link three of their capital flops, and take a fourth, 
which was the foie caufe of Anthony’s flight, and 
ot the victory that enfued; that the youth Handing 
by him, his only (on, was killed in the aiftion. He 
added, that upon the confidence of fomc merit, the 
war being at an end, he went to Rome, and folli- 
cited at the court of Auguftus to be preferred to a 
gieater Ihip, whole commander had been killed- 
but, without any regard to his pretenfions, it was’ 
given to a boy, who had never feen the fea, the fon 
ofLibertma, who waited on one of the Emperor’s 
miftreflcs. Returning back to his own veflil, he 
was charged with negletft of duty, and the Ihip 
g.yen to a favourite page of Publicola, the vice-ad- 
m.ral; whereupon he retired to a poor farm at a 
gieat diftance from Rome, and there ended his life 

r J , W r aS T ^ r CUr j°f ro know truth of this Rory,' 
that I defired Agnppa might be called, who was 

"I" that h S ht ’ He geared, and confirmed 
the whole account, but with much more advantage 
to the captam, whofe modefty had extenuated or 
concealed a great part of his merit. 

1 was furprifed to find corruption grown fo high 
and lo quick in that empire, by the force of luxu¬ 
ry 
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ry fo lately introduced, which made me lefs won¬ 
der at many parallel cafes in other countries, where 
vices of all kinds have reigned fo much longer, 
and where the whole praife, as well as pillage, hath 
been ingrolTed by the chief commander, who per¬ 
haps had the leatt title to either. 

As every perfon called up made exaftly the fame 
appearance he had done in the world, it gave me 
melancholy reflexions to oblervc, how much the 
race of human kind was degenerated among us 
within thel'e hundred years part. How the pox, 
under all its conlequences and denominations, had 
altered every lineament of an fc.nglilh countenance; 
fhortened the fize of bodies, unbraced the nerves, 
relaxed the finews and mufcles, introduced a (allow 
complexion, and rendered the flelh loofe and ran- 

C,d I defeended fo low as to defire, that fome Eng- 
1 i(h yeomen of the old damp might be fummoned 
to appear ; once fo famous for the fimpheuy of 
their manners, diet, and drefs ; for juftice in their 
dealings ; for their true fpirit of liberty ; for their 
valour and love of their country. Neither could 1 
be wholly unmoved, after comparing the living 
with the dead, when I confidered how all thole 
pure native virtues were proftituted for a piece of 
money by their grand- children, who, in lolling then 
votes, and managing at elections, have acquiied 
every vice and corruption that can poflibly be learned 
in a court. 


T 2 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The author returns to Maldonada. Sails to the king¬ 
dom of Luggnagg. The author co fined. He'is 
■fi 1 / Jff court. The manner of his admittance, 
the lung s great lenity to his fuljefts. 

T IIE day of our departure being come, I took 
leave of his Ilighnefs, the governor of Giub- 
uuDdribb, and returned with my two companions 
to Maldonada, where after a fortnight’s waiting, a 
inip was ready to fail for Luggnagg. The two 
gentlemen, and fome others, were lo generous and 
kind as to furmffi me with provisos, and fee me 
on Board. I was a month in this voyage. We had 
one violent (form, and were under a ncceffity of 
jtcenng well ward, to get into the trade wind, which 
!°I“jf above hxty leagues. On the 2 jft of April, 
wc fa,led ,nto ‘be river of Ciumegnig, which 
a fea-port town at the louth-eail point of Lugg¬ 
nagg. \V e cart anchor within a league of the town 

on d hn, a< H C a V S /' lal T f0r 3 pilot - Two of ‘hem came 
on board 10 lefs than half an hour, by whom we 

were guided between certain (hoals and rocks 
wh.ch are very dangerous in the palTagc, to a large 
baim where a fleet may ride in fafetyVuhin a cf! 
ble s length of the town wall. 

Some of our Tailors, whether out of treachery or 
inadvertence, had informed the pilots that I was a 
hi anger and a great traveller ; whereof thefe gave 
notice to a cuftom-houfe officer, by whom I was 
examined very Ifriflly upon my landing. This offi- 

which h^rll 0 ^ 6 ln r ,hC Ian § ua § e of Balnibarbi, 
a a ^ ^? rce °* much commerce is generally 
undcritood in that town, efpecially by feamen, and 

thofe 
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thofe employed in the cuftoms. I gave him a ffiort 
account of i'ome particulars, and made my dory as 
plaufible and confident as I could; but 1 thought 
it neccffary to ilifguife my country, and call myielf 
an Hollander, becaufe my intentions were for Ja¬ 
pan, and l knew the Dutch were the only Europe¬ 
ans permitted to enter into that kingdom. 1 there¬ 
fore told the officer, that having been ihipwreckcd 
on the coal! of Bainibarbi, and calf on a rock, I 
was received up into Laputa, or the flying tfland, 
(of which he had often heard,) and was now endea¬ 
vouring to get to Japan, from whence I might find 
a convenience of returning to my own country. 
The officer faid, I mud be conhned till he could 
receive orders from court, for which he would 
write immediately, and hoped to receive an anfwer 
in a fortnight. I was carried to a convenient lodg¬ 
ing with a centrv placed at the door; however, I 
had the liberty of a large garden, and was treated 
with humanity enough, being maintained all the 
time at the King's charge. I was invited by feveral 
perfons, chieily out of curiofity. becaufe it was re¬ 
ported that 1 came from countries very remote, of 
which they had never heard. 

I hired a young man, who came in the fame fhip, 
to be an interpreter : he was a native of Luggnagg 
but had lived fome years at Maldonada, and was a 
perfect mailer of both languages. By his affiilance 
I was able to hold a conversation with thofe who 
came to vifit me; but this confided only of their 
quedions and my aniwers. 

The difpatch came from court about the time we 
expected. It contained a warrant for conducting 
me and my retinue to I raldragdubh, or Trildrog- 
drib, for it is pronounced both ways, as near as I 
can remember, by a party of ten horfe. All my 
retinue was that poor lad for an interpreter, whom 
I periuaded into my fervice, and at my humble re- 
queft we had each of us a mule to ride on. A 

mefienger 
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mcfienger was di/patched half a day's journey be¬ 
fore us to give the King notice of my approach, 
and to dt fire that his Majefly would pleafe to ap¬ 
point a day and hour, when it would be his graci¬ 
ous pleafure, that 1 might have the honour to lick 
the dujl before his footflooL This is the court ftyle, 
and I found it to be more than matter of form. 
For, upon my admittance two days after my arri¬ 
val, I was commanded to crawl upon my belly, and 
lick the floor as I advanced ; but, on account of 
my being a ftranger, care was taken to have it made 
fo clean, that the duft was not oftvnfive. However, 
this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to any but 
perfons of the higheft rank, when they deiire an 
admittance. Nay, fometimes the floor is ftrewed 
with duft on purpofe, when the perfon to be ad¬ 
mitted happens to have powerful enemies at court 
And I have feen a great lord with his mouth fo 
crammed, that, when he had crept to the proper 
diftance from the throne, he was not able to fpeak 
a word. Neither is there any remedy ; becaufe it 
is capital for thofe who receive an audience, to fpic 
or wipe their mouths in his Majcfty’s prefence. 
There is indeed another cultom which I cannot al¬ 
together approve of; when the king hath a-mind 
to put any of his nobles to death in a gentle, indul¬ 
gent manner, he commands the floor to be ftrewed 
with a certain brown powder ot a deadly compolition, 
which being licked up infallibly kills him in twenty- 
four hours. Rut, in juftice to this prince’s great 
clemency, and the care he hath of his fubje&s lives, 
(wherein it were much to be wilhed, that the mo- 
narchs of Europe would imitate him) it muff be 
mentioned for his honour, that ftricl orders are 
given to have the infefted parts of the floor well 
waflied after every fuch execution ; which if his 
domeftics negletft, they are in danger of incurring 
his royal difpleafure. I myfelf heard him give di- 
reftions, that one of liis pages fliould be whipr, 

whofe 
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whofe turn it was to give notice about wafliing the 
floor after an execution, but malicioufly had omit¬ 
ted it, by which neglect a young lord of great 
hopes coming to an audience was unfortunately 
poifoned, although the King at that time had no 
defign againlt his life. But this good prince was 
fo gracious as to forgive the poor page his whipping, 
upon promite that he would do fo no more without 
fpecial orders. 

To return from this digrefllon ; when I had 
crept within four yards of the throne, I railed my- 
felf gently upon my knees, and then, ftriking my 
forehead feven times a gain ft the ground, I pro¬ 
nounced the following words, as they had been 
taught me the night betore, Ickpling gloffthrobbJquut 
ferumm blh'iop mlajbnalt zwin tnodbalkuffh Jliophad 
(Ttirdlubb ajht. 1 his is the compliment ettablifhed 
bv the laws of the land for all perfons admitted to 
the King’s prefence. It may be rendered into Eng- 
lifh thus: May your ccelcjiial Majejly outlive the fun , 
eleven moons and a half. To this the King returned 
fome anlwer, which although I could no: under¬ 
hand, yet I replied as I had been dire&ed: Flute 
drin yalerick dwuldom prajlrad mirpujh , which pro¬ 
perly fignilies, my tongue is in the mouth of my friend; 
and by this exprefiion was meant, that I defired 
leave to bring my interpreter ; whereupon the young 
man already mentioned was accordingly introduced, 
by whofe intervention l anlwered as manyqueftions 
as his Majefty could put in above 2n hour. I Ipcke 
in the Balnibarbian tongue, and my interpreter de¬ 
livered my meaning in that of Laggnagg 

The King was much delighted with my company, 
and ordered his Bliflinarklub, or high chamberlain, 
to appoint a lodging in the court for me and my 
interpreter, with a daily allowance for my table, 
and a large purfe of gold for my common expences. 

1 Hayed three months in this country out of per¬ 
fect obedience to his Majeffy, who was pleafed 

highly 
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highly to favour me, and made me very honoura¬ 
ble offers. But I thought it more conliftenr with, 
prudence and jullice to pals the remainder of mv' 
days with inv wife and family. 


-■!= == ==^8£5 — _ = =L= 

CHAP. X. 

The Luggnvggians commended . A particular dferip - 
tion of the Struldbrugs , with many cc river fat ions 
between the author aud home eminent fierfons upon 
that fubjeti, 

T HE Luggnuggians are a polite and generous 
people; and although they are not without 
fome lhare of that pride, which is peculiar to all 
eaftern countries, yet they fhevr themfelves courte¬ 
ous to ftrangers, elpecially luch who are counte¬ 
nanced by the court. I had many acquaintance 
among perfons of the beft fafhion, and being al¬ 
ways attended by my interpreter, the converfation 
we had was not difagreeable. 

One day, in much good company, I was afked 
by a perfon of quality, whether I had feen any of 
their Struldbrugs or immortals. I faid, I had not; 
and defired he would explain to me, what he meant 
by fuch an appellation applied to a mortal creature. 

He told me, that lometimes, though very rarely, 
a child happened to be born in a family with a red 

circular 


* The defeription of the Struldbrugs is an inftruaive piece of mo- 
my. Fur n we confiier it in a ferious light, it tends to reconcile us 
to (,ur final difTo.ution. Death, when fet in contrail to the immor- 
Ja.ity.of the Struldbrugs, is no longer the king of terrms: he Jof,« 
hisiling; he appears to us as i friend, and we chearfully obey hi® 
lumowris, becaufe it brings certain relief to the greateft miteries. Ic 
is in this defeription, that Swift fliincs in a particular man er He 
probably fei: in hxmfdf the efotts of approaching age, and Lritiy 

dreaded 
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circular fpot in the forehead dire&ly over the left 
eye-brow, which was an infallible mark, that it 
fhould never die. The fpot, as he defcribed it, was 
about the compafs of a lilver three pence, but in 
the courfe of time grew larger, and changed its co¬ 
lour; for at twelve years old it became green, fo 
continued till five and twenty, then turned to a 
deep blue; at five and forty it grew coal black, and 
as large as an Englifii (hilling ; but never admitted 
any farther alteration. He laid, thefe births were 
fo rare, that he did not believe there could be above 
eleven hundred Struldbruggs of both lexes in the 
whole kingdom, of which he computed about fifty 
in the metropolis, and among the reft a young girl 
born about three years ago : that thefe productions 


dreaded that period of life, in which he might become a representa¬ 
tive of thofc mifcrable immertak. His appreh nfions were unfortu¬ 
nately fulfilled. He lived to be the mod melancholy fight that was ever 
beheld Yet, even >n that condition, he continued to inftruct, by 
appearing a providential inftance to mortify the vanity which is too 
apt to anfe in the human breaft. Our life cannot be pronounced 
ha: py till the laft feene is clofed with eafe and refignation ; the mind 
ftill continuing to prehrve its ufual d gnity, and falling into ihe arms 
or death a a wearied traveller links into reft. This is that Eutha- 
nufia which Auguflus often defired, which Antoninus Pius enjoyed, 
and tor which eCery wife man will pray. Orrery. 

Gulliver’s account of the Struldbrugs is the fineft leclure that ever 
was conceived by any mortal man, to reconcile poor tottering crea¬ 
tures unto a chearful refignation of this wretthed life, and perfealy 
agreeable to that fentiment of the infptred prophet, ‘ The days ot 
♦< our life are threescore years and ten ; and though men be fo ftrong, 
« t h at they live to fourfeore years; yet is their life then but labour 
« and for/ow.” Thofe difpenLtions of the Almighty, which are 
frequently the concomitants of old age. Dr. Swifr, throughout his 
whole life, conftantly apprehended, from fome peculiar infirmities 
attending his habit of body, would ftize upon him at laft. 1 helc 
Lr.d O rery, without any fort ot hefitation, roundly a.ierts to be the 
avenging judgements cf God. as if he had been let into the fecret by 
foment! ular revelation. But, inftead of infultmg the afties ot fo 
brigh- a genius with the infirmities of liis later days, and comparing 
him to one of his own htruldbrugs, we fi.ould endeavour to inflame 
our f.uls bv catching fire and fpirit, ani patrmtifm from Ins inimita¬ 
ble writings ; a*.d filently confefs the ways ot God to be infcrutable, 
and his judgements paft fin ing cut. Swifu 

Vol. V. U 
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were not peculiar to any family, but a meer effeft 
chance ; and the children of the btruidbrugs 
them I elves were equally mortal with the reft of the 
people, 

I freely own myfclf to have been ttruck with 
incxpreffible delight upon hearing this account : 
and the perfon, who gave it me, happening to un¬ 
derhand the Balnibarbian language, which I fpoke 
very well, I could not forbear breaking out into 
expreflions perhaps a little too extravagant. I cried 
our, as in a rapture, Happy nation, where every 
chi d hath at lead a chance for being immortal! 
happy people, who enjoy fo many living examples 
ot ancient virtue, and have matters ready to inttruct 
them in the wifdom of all former ages ! but, hap- 
piett beyond all comparifon are thofe excellent 
Struldbrugs, who being born exempt from that u- 
nivtidal calamity of human nature, have their 
minds free and difengaged, without the weight and 
deprettion of Ipirits caufed by the continual appre- 
henlion of death. I difeovered my admiration, that 
I had not obferved any of thefe illuftrious peifons 
at court ; the black fpot on the forehead being fo 
reniaikable a dittinclion, that I could not have ea- 
fdy overlooked it: and it was impottible that his 
JVh.j; tty, a mott judicious prince, fhould not pro¬ 
vide hi m ft If with a good number of fuch wife and 
able counfellors. \ et perhaps the virtue of thole 
reverend fages was too ttridl for the corrupt and 
libertine manners of a court And we often find 
by experience, that young men are too opinionative 
and volatile to be guided by the fober dictates of 
their feniors. However, fince the King was pleafed 
to allow me accefs to his royal perfon, J was re- 
folved, upon the very fir ft occaiion, to deliver my 
opinion to him on this matter freelvand at large by 
the help of my interpreter; and whether he would 
pleaie to take my advice or no, yet in one thin^ I 
was determined, that, his Majefly having frequently 

offered 
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offered me an eftablifhment in this country, l 
would with great thankfulnefs accept the favour, 
and pafs my life here in the conversation of thofe 
fuperior beings, the Struldbrugs, if they would 
pleafe to admit me. 

The gentleman, to whom I addrcilcd my dil- 
courfe, becaufe (as 1 have already obferved.) he 
fpoke the language of Balnibarbi, faid to me with 
a fort of a finile, which ulually arifeth from pity to 
the ignorant, that he was glad of any occafion to 
keep me among them, and defired my permiffion to 
explain to the company what 1 had (poke. He did 
fo, and they talked together for fome time in their 
own language, whereof I underftood not a lyllable, 
neither could I obferve by their countenances, 
what impreflion my dilcourle had made on them. 
After a lhort fllence the fame perl'on told me, that 
his friends and mine (lo he thought fit to exprels 
liimfelf,) were very much pleafed with the judicious 
remarks I had made on the great happinefs and ad¬ 
vantages of immortal life, and they were defirous 
to know, in a particular manner, what fcheme of 
living I fliould have formed to myfelf, if it had 
fallen to my lot to have been born a btruldbrug. 

I anfwercd, it was caly to be eloquent on lo co¬ 
pious and delightful a lubjedt, efpecially to me, \\ ho 
had been often apt to amufe mylelf with vifions of 
what I fliould do, if I were a king, a general, or. 
a great lord : and, upon this very calc, I had fre¬ 
quently run over the whole fyftem how I lhould 
employ mylelf, and pais the time, if I were lure to 
live for ever. 

That, if it had been my good fortune to come 
into the world a Struldbrug, as foon as I could 
difeover my own happinefs by undemanding the 
difference between life and death, 1 would fir ft re* 
folve by all arts and methods whatfoever to procure 
myfelf riches. In the purfuit of which by thrift 
and management, I might reafonably expedt in 
U 2 about 
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about two hundred years to be the wealthieft man 
in the kingdom. In the f'econd place, I would 
from my earlieft youth apply myfelf to the ftudy of 
arts and fcienccs, by which I fliould arrive in time 
to excel all others in learning. Lailly, I would 
carefully record every action and event" of confe- 
quence that happened in the public, impartially 
draw the characters of the feveral fucceflions of 
princes and great minilters of Hate, with my own 
obfei vations on every point. I would exactly fet 
down the feveral changes in cuftoms, language, fa- 
Ihions of drefs, diet and diverfions. By all which 
acquirments I fliould be a living treafury of know¬ 
ledge and wifdom, and certainly become the oracle 
of the nation. 

I would never marry after threefcore, but live in 
an hofpitable manner, yet Hill on the laving fide. 

I would entertain myfelf in forming and directing 
the minds of hopeful young men, by convincing 
them from my ovyn remembrance, experience, and 
obfervation,. fortified by numerous examples, of 
the ufefulnefs of virtue in public and private life. 
But my choice and conftant companions fliould be 
a let of my own immortal brotherhood, among 
whom I would eleCt a dozen from the molt ancient 
down to my own contemporaries. Where any of 
thefe wanted fortunes, I would provide them with 
convenient lodges round my own eftate, and have 
lome of them always at my table, only mingling a 
few of the molt valuable among you mortals, whom 
length of time would harden me to lofe with little 
or no reluctance, and treat your pofterity after the 
lame manner; juft as a man diverts himfelf with 
the annual fucceflion of pinks and tulips in his 
garden, without regretting the lofs of thole, which 
withered the preceding year. 

1 hefe Struldbrugs and I would mutually com¬ 
municate our oblervations and memorials through 
the courfe of time, remark the feveral gradations 
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by which corruption fteals into the world, and op- 
pole it in every t'tep by giving perpetual warning 
and inftruclion to mankind; which, added to the 
ftrong influence of our own example, would pro¬ 
bably prevent that continual degeneracy of human 
nature io juftly complained of in all ages. 

Add to all this the pleafure of feeing the various 
revolutions of ftates and empires; the changes in 
the lower and upper world; ancient cities in ruins, 
and obfeure villages become the feats of kings ; fa¬ 
mous rivers lefier.ing into lhallow brooks; the oce¬ 
an leaving one coaft dry, and overwhelming ano¬ 
ther ; the difeovery of many countries yet unknown; 
barbarity over-running the politeft nations, and the 
moft barbarous become civilized. I fnould then lee 
the difeovery of the longitude, the perpetual mo¬ 
tion, the univerfal medicine, and many other great 
inventions brought to the utmoft perfection. 

Wh3t wonderful difeoveries (hould we make in 
aftronomy by out-living and confirming our own 
predictions, "by obferving the progrefs and returns 
of comets, with the changes of motion in the lun, 

moon, and (tars. # 

I enlarged upon many other topics, whicn the na¬ 
tural defire of endlefs life and fublunary happinefs 
could eafily furnilh me with. When I had ended, 
and the fum of my difeourfe had been interpreted, 
as before, to the reft of the company, there was a 
good deal of talk among them in the language of 
the country, not without fome laughter at my cx- 
pence. At laft the fame gentleman, who had been 
my interpreter, faid he was defired by the reft to 
fet me right in a few miftakes, which I had fallen 
into through the common imbecillitv of human 
nature, and upon that allowance was lefs anfwera- 
ble for them. That this breed of Struldbrugs was 
peculiar to their country, for there were no luch 
people either in Balnibarbi, or Japan, where he 
had the honour to be ambaludor from his Majefty, 
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and found the natives in both thofe kingdoms very 
hard to believe, that the faff was pollible; and it 
appeared from my aftonifhmenr, when he firft 
mentioned the matter to me, that I received it as a 
thing wholly new, and fcarcelyto be credited. That 
m the two kingdoms above mentioned, where dur- 
ing his rcftdence lie had converted very much he 
obferved long life to be the univerfal defire and wifh 
of mankind. That whoever had one foot in the 
grave, was fure to hold back the other as ftrongly 
as he could. That the oldeft had ftill hopes of 
living one day longer, and looked on death as the 
greatcll evil, from which Nature always prompted 
him to retreat ; only in this ifland of Luggnagg the 
appetite for living was not fo eager, from the con- 
tinual example of the Struldbrugs before their 
eyes. 


I hat the fyftem of living contrived by me was 
unrealonable and unjuft ; bccaufe it fuppofed a 
perpetuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no 
man could be lo foolifh to hope, however extrava- 
gant he may be in his w.fhes *. That the queftion 
therefore was not, whether a man would chufe to 
be always in the prime of youth, attended with 
profperny and health ; but how he would pafs a 
perpetual life under all the ufual difadvantages, 
which old age brings along with it. for although 
few men will avow their defires of being immortal 
upon fuch hard conditions, yet in the two king¬ 
doms before mentioned, of Balnibari and Japan, 
he obferved that every man defired to put off death 
lor lomc time longer, let it approach ever fo late • 


, J° ,h ' s >* ma >’ P°®Wy be Objefted, That the perpetuity of youth 

nfe^a\ n n dv V V £ °h-V, 0 be , le !' S a P rcd '£y than the papetuity of 
whhonr f " faj ' a E ' a !ual . de a y- •*"<) might therefore he hoped 
rnelTed f/,Trfr- afinCeCt But ,he '<™iment here ex- 

vou h 'wr, ( or° ■' S °" n r 'T or:ali, . v > 'hough not perpetual 
, as f“ Rullar > 0" ■ in W horn the wilh of perpetual youth only 
becaufp that only appeared from fafl£ 
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and he rarely heard of any man who died wi ling- 
ly, except he were incited by the extremity of grief 
or torture. And he appealed to me, whether, in 
thofe countries I had travelled, as well as my own, 

1 had not obferved the fam- general difpofition f- 
After this preface he gave me a particular ac¬ 
count of the strudbrugs among them. He laid, 
they commonly adfed like mortals, till about thirty 
years old, after whicn by degrees they grew melan¬ 
choly and deje&ed, encrealing in both till they 
came to fourfcore. This he learned from their own 
confeffion; for otherwife, there not being above 
two or three of that fpecies born in an age, they 
were too few to form a general obfervation by. 
When they came to fourlcore years, which is rec¬ 
koned the extremity of living in this country, they 
had not only all the follies and infirmities of other 
old men, but many more, which arofe from the 
dreadful profpefl: of never dying. They were not 
only opinionative, peevifh, covetous, morofe. vain, 
talkative ; but incapable of friendlhip, and dead to 
all natural affeftion, which never defended below 
their grand-children. Envy and impotent defires 
are their prevailing paflions. But thofe objects, a- 
gainft which their envy feems principally directed, 
are the vices of the younger fort, and the deaths of 
the old. By reficdling on the former they find 


+ If it be raid, that although the folly of during life to be pro¬ 
longed under the diiadvantagcs of old age. is here finely expoted j 
vet the defireof terreftrial immortality upon terms, on which alone, 
in the nature of things, it is pofiiblc, an exemption trom dilcafe, ac¬ 
cident and decay, is tacitly allowed : It may he anlwered, that as we 
grow old by imperceptible degrees, fo for the moft part we grow old 
without repining, and every man is ready to profefs himtelt willing 
to die, when he fhall be overtaken by the decrepitude oi age in fome 
future period ; yet when every other eye fees that period is arrived, he 
is ftill tenacious of life, and murmurs at the condition upon which 
he received his exigence. To reconcile old age therefore to the 
thoughts of a diflblution, appears to be all that was ncceihry in a 
moral writer for practical uurpofes. 


them 
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themfelves cut off from all poflibility of pleafure $ 
and whenever they fee a funeral, they lament and 
repine that others are gone to an harbour of reft, 
to which rhey themfelves never can hope to arrive. 
They have no remembrance of any thing, but what 
they learned and obferved in their youth and mid- 
leage, and even that is very imperfect. And for 
the truth or particulars of any faCt it is fafer to de¬ 
pend on common tradition, than upon their beft re¬ 
collections. The leaft miferable among them ap¬ 
pear to be thofe, who turn to dotage, and entirely 
lofe their memories; thefe meet with more pity and 
afiiftance, becaufe they want many bad qualities 
which abound in others. 

If a btruldbrug happen to marry one of his own 
kind, the marriage is diffoived of courfe by the 
courtely of the kingdom, as loon as the younger 
of the two comes to be fourfeore. For the law 
thinks it a reafon-ible indulgence that thofe, who 
are condemned without any fault of their own to 
a perpetual con inuancc in the world, fhould not 
have their rniferv doubled by the load of a wife. 

As foon as they have compleated the term of 
eighty years, they are looked on as dead in law ; 
their heirs immediately fucceed to their eftates, only 
a fmall pittance is reserved for their fupport ; and 
the poor ones are maintained at the public charge. 
After that period they are held incapable of any 
emoloyment of truft or profit; they cannot pur- 
chafe lands or take leafes ; neither are they allow¬ 
ed to be wimtffes in any caufe. either civil or cri¬ 
minal, not even for the decifion of nieers and 
bounds. 

At ninety they lofe their teeth and hair ; they 
have at that age no diftinction of tafte, but eat and 
drink whatever they can get without relifh or appe¬ 
tite. The difeafes they were fubjeft to ftill conti¬ 
nue, without encreafing or diminifhing. In talk¬ 
ing they forget the common appellation of things, 
2 and 
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and the names of perlons, even of thofe who are 
their neareft friends an t relations. For the fame 
reaIon they never can amufe themfclves with read¬ 
ing becaufe their memory will not ferve to carry 
them from the beginning of a fentence to the end, 
and by this defedl they are deprived of the only en¬ 
tertainment, whereof they might otherwife be ca¬ 
pable. 

The language of this country being always upon 
the llux, tiie btruldbrugs of one age do not under¬ 
hand thofe of another; neither are they able after 
two hundred years to hold any converfation (far¬ 
ther than by a few general words) with their neigh¬ 
bours the mortals ; and thus they lie under the dif- 
advutage of living like foreigners in their own 
country. 

This was the account given me of the Struldbrugs, 
as near as l can remember. I afterwards faw live 
or fix of different ages, the youngeft not above 
two hundred years old, who were brought to me 
at ftveral times by fome of my friends, but al¬ 
though they were told that I was a great traveller 
and had feen all the world, they had not the leaff 
curioiity to ask me a queftion; only deiired I would 
give them Jlum/kiuiiji, or a token of remembrance : 
which is a modetl way of begging, to avoid the law, 
that ftri&ly forbids it, becaufe they are provided 
for by the public, although indeed with a very 
fcantv allowance. 

They are delpifed and hated by all forts of peo¬ 
ple ; when one of them is born, it is reckoned o- 
minous, and their birth is recorded very particular¬ 
ly ; fo that you may know their age by confulting 
theregifter ; which however hath not been kept a- 
bove a thoufand years part, or at leaft hath been 
detlroyed by time or public didu.bailees. But the 
ufual way of computing how old they are, is, by 
afking them what kings or great perfons they can 
remember, and then confulting hiftory ; for m- 
Vob. V. X falhbly 
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falliblythe laft prince in their mind did not begin 
his reign after they were fourfeore years old. 

1 hey were the mod mortifying fight I ever be¬ 
held ; and the women more horrible than the men. 
liefides the u.'ual deformities in extreme old age, 
they acquired an additional ghafilinefs in propor¬ 
tion to their number of years, which is not to be 
deferibed ; and, among half a dozen, I foon dii- 
tinguilhed which was the eldeft, although there 
was not above a century or two between them. 

1 he reader will eafily believe, that from what I 
had heard and leen; my keen appetite for perpetu¬ 
ity of life was much abated. I grew heartily alham- 
cd of the pleafing vifions Iliad formed ; and thought 
no tyrant could invent a death, into which I could 
not run with pleafure from iuch a life. The king 
lieard of all that had pafied between me and my 
friends upon thisoccafion, and rallied me very plea- 
iantly ; wiihingl could fend a couple of Struldbrugs 
to my own country to arm our people againft the 
fear ot death *, but this it feems is forbidden by 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, or elfe I 
fhould have been well content with the trouble and 
expence of tranfporting them. 

I could not but agree, that the laws of this king- 
dom relating to the Struldbrugs were foundedupon 
the ftrongeft realons, and fuch as any other coun¬ 
try would be under live necelfiry of enacting in the 
like circumftances. Otherwife, as avarice is the 
necefiary conlcquent of old age, thofe immortals 
would it) time become proprietors of the whole na¬ 
tion, and engrols the civil power; which, for want 
of abilities to manage, mull end in the ruin of the 
public. 


* Perhaps it way not be wholly ufelefs to remark, that the fight 
ota Struldbrug would no oeherwife arm thofe againft the fear of death, 
"ho have no h -pe beyond it, than a mm is armed againft the fear of 
Ireakii g his limbs who jumps out of a window when his houfe is 
Oil fiie. 
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CHAP. XI. 


The author leaves Luggnagg, and fails to Japan. 
From thence he returns in a Dutch Jhip to Am* •* 
derdam, and from Amfterdam to England. 

I Thought this account of the Struldbrugs might 
be iome entertainment to the reader, becauie it 
i'eems to be a little out of the common way ; at lead 
I do not remember to have met the like in any book 
of travels, that hath come to my hands : and if I 
am deceived, my excule mud be, that it is necena- 
ry # for travellers, who defcribe the lame country, 
very often to agree in dwelling on the lame parti¬ 
culars, without deferving thecenfure of having bor¬ 
rowed or tranferibed from thofe who wrote before 
them. 

There is indeed a perpetual commerce between 
this kingdom and the great empire of Japan; and 
it is very probable, that the Japanefe authors may 
have given fome account of the Struldbrugs *, but 
my day in Japan was lb lliort, and 1 was lo entire¬ 
ly a dranger to the language, that I was nonqua¬ 
lified to make any enquiries. But I hope the Dutch 
upon this notice will be curious and able enough 
to iupply my defeats. 

His Majedy having often prdTcd me to accept 
iome employment in his court, and finding me ab- 
fblutely determined to return to my native country, 
was pleafed to give me his licence to depart, and 


* The word receffary is here ufed in the fame manner, as when by 
the idiom of our language it means cenwrient, though it is to be un- 
derftood in its proper fignification. “ Travellers who delcribe the 
“ fame country, very often neceffalily ?gree in dwelling on the fame 
« particulars, and therefore do rot dejerve the cenfurc ot having or- 

•* rowed, £fc. . 

X 2 honoured 







164 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS. Part III. 

honoured me with a letter of recommendation un¬ 
der his own hand to the Emperor of Japan. He 
likewife prefented me with four hundred forty-four 
large pieces of gold (this nation delighting in even 
numbers) and a red diamond, which 1 fold in Eng¬ 
land for eleven hundred pounds. 

On the 6th day of May 1709, I took a folemn 
leave of his Majefty and all my friends. 1 his prince 
was fo gracious, as to order a guard to conduct me 
to Glanguenftald, which is a royal port to the S. W. 
part of the itland. In 6 days I found a veflcl ready to 
carry me to Japan, and fpent 15 days in the voyage. 
We landed at a fmall port-town, called Xamofehi, 
fituated on the S E. part of Japan ; the town lies 
on the weftern point, where there is a narrow 
freight leading northward into a Jong arm of the 
fea, upon the N. YV. part of which, Yedo the me¬ 
tropolis hands. At landing I /hewed the cuftom- 
houfc officers my letter from the King of Luggnagg 
to his Imperial Majefty. They knew the feai per¬ 
fectly well; it was as broad as the palm of my 
hand. The impreffion was A King lifting up a lame 
beggar from the earth . The magiftrates of the town 
hearing of my letter, received me as a public mini- 
iler ; they provided me with carriages and fervants, 
and bore my charges to Yedo, where I was admit¬ 
ted to an audience, and delivered my letter, which 
was opened with great ceremony, and explained to 
the Emperor by an interpreter, who then gave me 
notice by his Majefty’s order, that 1 fhouid iignify 
my requeft, and whatever it were, it fhouid be 
granted for the fake of his royal brother of Luge- 
nagg. This interpreter was a perfon employed to 
tranfact affairs with the Hollanders: he foon con¬ 
jectured by my countenance, that I was an Euro¬ 
pean, and therefore repeated his Majefty’s com¬ 
mands in Low-dutch, which he/poke perfectly well. 

1 anfwered (as I had before determined) that 1 
was a Dutch merchant Ihipwreeked in a very re¬ 
mote 
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mote country, from whence I had travelled by fea 
nnd land to Luggnagg, and then took (hipping for 
Japan, where I knew my countrymen often tiaded, 
and with Tome of thefe I hoped to get an opportu¬ 
nity of returning into Europe: I therefore mod 
humbly iotreated his royal favour to give order, 
that I should be conduced in fafety to Nangafac : 
to this 1 added another petit on, that for the fake 
of my patron the king of Luggnagg, his Majefty 
would condefcend to excufe my performing the ce¬ 
remony impofed on my countrymen, of trampling 
upon t be crucifix: becaufe l had been thrown into 
his kingdom by my misfortunes, without any inten¬ 
tion of trading. When this lat er petition was in¬ 
terpreted to the Emperor, he Teemed a little fur- 
prized; and laid, he believed I was the fir ft of my 
countrymen, who ever made any fcruple in this 
point ; and that he began to doubt, whether I was 
a real Hollander or no; but ratherfufpefted I mud 
be a chriftian. However, for the reafons I had 
offered, but chiefly to gratify the king of Luggnagg, 
by an uncommon mark of his favour, he would 
comply with the Angularity of my humour; but the 
affair mud be managed with dexterity, and his of¬ 
ficers fhouM he commanded to let me pals as it were 
by forgettulnefs, For he allured me, that if the 
p ec ret lhould be difeovered by my countrymen the 
Dutch, they would cut my throat in the voyage. I 
returned my thanks by the interpreter tor lo un- 
ufual a favour ; and fome troops being at that 
time on their march to Nangafac, the commanding 
officer had orders to convey me fafe thither, with 
particular inftru&ions about the bufmefs of the 
crucifix. 

On the 9th day of June, 1709, I arrived at 
Nangafac after a very long and ti oublefome jour¬ 
ney. I focui fell into company of fome Dutch Tailors 
belonging to the Amboyna of Amflerdam, a dout 
fhip of 450 tons. I bad long lived in Holland, pur- 

fuing 
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fuing my Rudies at Leyden, and I (poke Dutch well. 
The Teamen Toon knew from whence I came Jaft; they 
were curious to enquire into my voyages andcourfe 
of life. I made up a Rory as (liort and probable 
as I could, but concealed the greateft part. I knew 
many perfons in Holland ; I was able to invent 
names for my parents, whom I pretended to be ob- 
Icure people in the province of Guelderland. I 
wou’d have given the captain (one Theodorus 
Vangrult) what lie pleafed to alk for my voyage to 
Holland ; but underRanding I was a furgeon, lie 
was contented to take half the ufual rate, on con¬ 
dition that I would ferve him in the way of my cal- 
ing. Before we took Ihipping, I was often allced 
by fome of the crew, whether I had performed the 
ceremony above mentioned ? I evaded the queRion 
by general anfwers, that I had fatisfied the Empe¬ 
ror and court in all particulars. However, a ma¬ 
licious rogue of a ikipper went to an officer, and 
pointing to me, told him, I had not yet trampled 
cn the crucifix: but the other, who had received in- 
ftrudlions to let me pafs, gave the ralcal twenty 
ftrokes on the fhoulders with a bamboo ; after 
which I was no more tioubled with luch queftions. 

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voy¬ 
age. We failed with a fair wind to the Cape of 
Good Hope, where we Raid only to take in freRi 
water. On the 10th of April 1710, we arrived fafe 
at AmRerdam, having loR only three men by fick- 
nefs in the voyage, and a fourth who fell from the 
fore-maR into the fea, not far from the coaR of 
Guiney. From Amfterdam I loon after fet fail for 
England in a fmall veiled belonging to that city. 

On the i6:h of April we put in at the Downs. I 
landed next morning, and faw once more my na¬ 
tive country, after an abience of five years and fix 
months complete. I went ftrait to RediifF, where 
I arrived the fame day, at two in the afternoon, 
and found my wife and family in good health. 

T R A- 
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T RAVELS 

Into feveral remote Nations of the World 
TART IV. 


A Voyage to the Country of the 

Houyhnhnms *. 

I.* *.$.**.************************ 

C H A P. I. 

The author fets out as captain of a Jhip. His men con - 
fpire again/i him , confine him a long time to his cab - 
bin. 'Set him on Jhore in an unknown land . He 
travels up into the country . The Yahoos, aflrange 
fort of animal , defcribed. The author meets two 
Houyhnhnms. 

I Continued at home with my wife and children 
about five months in a very happy condition, if 
I could have learned the lefion of knowing when I 
was well. I left my poor wife big with child, and 
accepted an advantageous offer made me to be cap¬ 
tain 


* In this laft part of his imaginary travels. Swift has indulged a 
milanthropv that is intolerable. The reprefcntation which he has 
given us of human nature, mu ft terrify, and even debale the mind 
of the reader who views it. His fallics of wit and humour loleall 
their force, nothing remaining but a melancholy and difagrecable im- 
prelfion : we are difeufted, not entertained , we aie fhocked, not in¬ 
truded by the fable. I fticu.d therefore chufe to take no notice ot 
* his 
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tain of the Adventure, a Rout meichant-man of 
350 tuns : for I underftood navigation well, and 
being grown weary of a furgeon’s employment 
at fea, which however I could exercife upon occa- 

fion, 


his Yahoos, did I not think it ncrcfTary to affirt the vindication of 
human n.iure, and thereby, in lome mcafilre, to pay my duty to the 
great Author of our fpecies, who has created us in a very feariul, and 
a very wonderful manner. 

We are compofed of a mind, and of a bodv, intimately united, and 
mutually affc&ing each other. Their operations indeed are entirely 
different. Whether the immortal f r irit, that enlivens this fine m i- 
chine, is originally of a luperior nature in various bodies, (which, I 
own, feems mod confident, and agreeable to the fcale and order of 
beings,) or whether the difference depends on a fymmetry, or peculiar 
ftructurc of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach to de- 
tetmine. It is evidently certain, that the body is cnrioufly firmed 
with proper orgms to delight, and fuch as art- adapted to all the ne- 
ccflary tifes of life. The fpirit animates the whole j, it guides the na¬ 
tural appetites, and confines them within juft limits. But the natu¬ 
ral force of this fpirit is often immerfed in matter ; and the mind be¬ 
comes fubfervient to pafitons, which it ought to govern and cired. 
Horace, although of the Epicurean dodrine, acknowledges this truth, 
w here he lays, 

A'que affigit bumo divirrpartlculum aurtr. 

It is no lefs evident, that this immortal fpirit has an independent 
power of ailing, and, when cultivated in a proper manner, feeming- 
]y quits the corporeal frame within which it is imprifoned, and foars 
into higher and more fpacious regions; where, with an energy, which 
I had almofl faid was divine, it ranges among thole heavenly bo¬ 
dies, that in this lower world, are fcarce vifiblc to our eyes ; and we 
can at once explain thi difLnce, magnitude, and velocity of the pla¬ 
nets, and can foretell,, even to a degree of minutenefs, the particular 
time when a conn t will return, and w hen the fun will be eclii fed in 
the next century. Thefe powers cctainly evince the dignity of hnman 
nature, and the furprifing effedls of the immaterial fpirit within us ; 
which, in fo confined a Date, can thus difengage itfeif from the fet¬ 
ters of matter. It is from th>s pre eminence of the foul over the bo¬ 
dy, that we are enabled to view f the exadf order and curious variety of 
different beings; to confidcr and cultivate the natural productions of 
the earth ; and to admire and imitate the wife benevolence which 
rtign:. throughout the w hole fyftem of the univerfe. It is from hence 
that w’e form moral laws for oixr conduft. From hence we delight in 
cooving that gieat original, who in his ellence is utterly ii.compre- 
henfible, but in his influence is powerfully apparent to every degree 
of his creation. From her.ee too we perceive a real beauty in virtue, 
and a diftin&ion between good and c\il. Virtue alts wild the urmoft 
generofity, and with no view to her own advantage ; while vice, like 
a glutton, feeds herfvlf encnnouily, and then is willing to dtfgorge 
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fion, I took a Ikilful young man of that calling, ofte 
Robert Purefoy, into my ihip. We fet fail from 
Portfmouth upon the 7th day of September, 1610; 
on the 14th, we met with Captain Pocock of Bri- 
ftol, at Teneriff, who was going to the bay of 

Campeachy 

the naufeous offals of her feaft. But I lhall wander too far, efpecially 
as 1 flatter my felt, that your mind is fo good, and fo unprejudiced, 
that you will more eafily feel than I can illuftrate the truth of thefe 
affertions. 

Swift deduces his observations from wrong principles: for, in his 
land cf Houyhnhnms, he confiders the foul and body in their moft 
degenerate and uncultivated ftate ; the former as a Have to the appe¬ 
tites of the latter. He feerns infenfible of the furprifing mechanifm 
and beauty of every part of the human conrpofition. He forgets the 
fine defeription which Ovid gives of mankird : 

Os bemini fubtirr.e dedir , ccelumquc tutti 
Ji'JJit , ft ert&oi adJidera toilere *>ultus. 

In painting Yahoos he becomes one himfelf. N^r is the pifture 
w hich he draws of the Houyhnhnms, Inviting or amufing. It wants 
both light and lhade to adorn it. It is cold and infipid. We there 
view the pure infiinfts of brutes, unafiifted by any knowledge of let¬ 
ters, afting within their own narrow fphere, merely for their imme¬ 
diate prefervation. They are incapable of doing wrong, therefore 
they aft right. It is furely a very low' character given to creatures, in 
wh'>m the author would infinuate fome degree of reafon, that they aft 
inottenlively, when they have neither the motive nor the power to 
aft otherwise. Their virtuous qualities are only negatives. Swift 
himfelf, amidft all his irony, mull have confefled, that to moderate 
our pallions, to extend our munificence to otheis, to enlarge our un- 
derfttnding, and to raife cur idea of the Almighty by contemplating 
hi? works, is not only the bufinefs, but otten the praftice, and the 
fiudy of the human mind. It is too certain, that no individual has 
ever poffeffed every qualification and excellence. However, fuch an 
alfemblage of cifferent virtues may hill be collected from different 
perfons, as are fufficient to place the dignity cf human nature in an 
amiable and exalted flation. We muff lament indeed the many in- 
ftanccs of thofc who degenerate or go aftray from the end and inten¬ 
tion of their being. The true foUrce of this depravity is often owing 
to the want of education, to the falfe indulgence of parents, or to 
fome other bad caufes, which are conrtamly prevalent in every nation. 
Many of thefe errors are finely ridiculed in the foregoing parts of this 
romance : but the voyage to the Houyhnhnms is a real infult Upon 
m r.kind. 

a I am heartily tired of the laft part of Gulliver's travels; and am 
glad, that, having exhaufled ail my obf-rvations on this dilagreeable 
fu' jeft, I may finifh my letter ; especially as the conclusion of it na¬ 
turally turns my thoughts from yahoos, to one of the deareff pledges 
1 have upon iarth, yourfelf, etc. Orrery. 

Some others, befides Lord Orrery, have thought proper to cenfure 
Yol, V, Y Gulliver's 
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C.impeachy to cut logwood. On the 16th, he was 
parted from us in a 1 lor in ; 1 hoard, fince my re¬ 
turn, that his Ihip foundered, and none efcaped, 
but one eabbin*boy. lie was an honed man, and 

a good 

Cul’-ivcr's voyage to the Houyhnhnms. But whether indci d their 
a ima: verlio is pro.ceded from the infirmity of their judgement, or 
from ;hm Y ,hoo depravity in their own nature, I fti.dl not vouch- 
fjfe t.» inquire; a 5 the dnily occurrences of tlii wretched world prove, 
illnfluv, 3 nd confirm all the fi realms of the d- ctor. Shall we praife 
th a xceilcnt morah.'l, the humorous Hogarth, for expofing midnight 
rev Is, deb«*u< hetirs, ami a ih u and other vices and follies of human 
hind, in a furies of hieroglyphics, fuited to the improvement and the 
c.;rietfton of the wil 1, tlie gay,, the frolic, and the extravagant ? And 
(Kill a e Ci udemn a preacher of rigliteoufncf , for expofi.g, under the 
cha;v v er c r n iffy unreachable yahoo, ti e deformity, the blackncfs, 
th fi.thinr !s, and corruption of thufc hellifh, abominable vices, which 
iui'a.uc the vw rat It God againft the children of difobediencc; and lub- 
i :fti:icm.w th u. repentance, that is, without a thorough change of hfe 
;.nd practice, i -< vuriatingpe.ditiun? Ought a preacher of righteoufnefs, 
ought a watchman of the Chriflian faith (who is accountable for his 
talents, and ••biiged to warn the iniv cent, as well as terrify the wick¬ 
ed and prof n,) to hold his peace, like a dumb dog, that cannot 
hark, when avaiici, fr-ud, cheating, violence, rapine, extortion, 
cruelty, oppieffion, tyianny, rancour, envy, malice, detraflion, ha¬ 
tred, revenge, murder, whoredom, adultery, lafeivioufnefs, bribery, 
corruption, pimping, lying, perjury, fubornation, tieachery, ingra- 
titiKe, gaming, flattery, drunkennef*, gluttony, luxury, vanity, ef¬ 
feminacy, cowardice, pride, impudence, hypocrify, infidelity, blaf- 
phrmy, idolatry. Sodomy, and innumerable other vices, are as epi- 
d mical as tho pox, a d many of them the notorious cbara&eriftics 
of ti c Bulk of human kind ? I would afk tnofc mighty fjftecers, thele 
kind pretenders to benevolence, thefe hollow char.ty-mongers, what 
is thc:r real opin:on of that old lerpent, which, like a roaring lion, 
rravcrfeih ihe globe, f.-eking whom he may dcvcUr ? Was he not 
crea el bv the Almighty, pure, fauhlefs, intelligent? But is there 
now, thrruJi u the whole fyi'.em of created rxiilence, any bead, any 
Y.ili o, any tvrant, fo vile, f» bife, fo co:ruptcd ? And whence ori¬ 
ginal v pMoce-. dcd the change ? Was it not from the abufe ot that free¬ 
st m, wiMinut which no created intelligence can be repured faithful, 
wife, brav.’, or virtuous, in :h - eyes of his Creator? And fu'ely, if 
this once great, once glorious, fpirit hath been reduced for many 
th* ufaud of g s, f r ought we know to the contrary, below all the 
fevera! gra'ations of created beings, whether intelligent, animal, or 
infcnliblc; . ml expofed to the fu y of *ha: avengmg, though merciful, 
God, who is the fountain of all wifdum, goodr.clr, and virtue ; are 
we nor to c-ni dr, by an exaft parity of reafon, that every moral 
agent is equally acc< untable to God for that degree of i* teibeence and 
perfection, which determines the nature of his exigence ? And upon 
this.very principle, wiiich cannot be denied without running into the 
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a jrood failor, but a little too pofitive in his own 
opinions, which was the caufe of his tleftiuftion, 
as it hath been of feveral others, for it he had 
followed my advice, he might have been late at 
home with his family at this time, as well as mylelt. 

I had feveral men died in my rtiip ot calenturer, 
fo that I was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes 
and the Leeward Iflands, where I touched by the 
direction of the merchants who employed me; 
which I had foon too much caufe to repent; tor 1 
found afterwards, that molt of them had been buc¬ 
caneers *. I had fifty hands on board, and my or¬ 
ders were, that I lhould trade with the Indians m 
the South Sea, and make what difcovenes I could. 
Thefe rogues, whom I had picked up, debauched 
my other men, and they all formed a confpiracy to 
feize the thip. and i'ecure me ; which they did one 
morning, rufliing into my cabbm, and binding me 
hand and foot, threatening to throw me over board 
if I offered to ftir. I told them, I was their pnloner, 
and would fubmit. This they made me fwear to do, 
and then they unbound me, only fattening one o 
my legs with a chain near my bed, and placed a 


laftof abfurdities, and which in fad is the rcafomng ofS.Ktr 
throughout his whole 2d chapter of his id vp.ftle, that ere run. man, 
that gloriou creature man, is defervcdly more contemptible a 
brute bead, when he flies in the face ot his Creator, by ml ft ng un 
der the banner of the enemy ; and perverts that rea.on vvh^eh w as 
defigned to have been the glory of ms natme, even the uircdi. 6 'I ' 
rit of his life and demeanour, to the vildt, the mo., execrable, the 
moil hellilh purpoies. And this mamtellly appears to be the g.oum.- 
worlc of the whole fa.ire contained in the voyage to -he 
f Then the author infer s leverul pailagrs f.om the Holy Sclp ures 
Ind the Apocrypha, which, he fays, will mlly juftify a.l 
of the dodari But thele we omit, as improper an a jWi.ival ro- 

conclude: if the brutality and fil hinefs of the Yahoos be 
Teprefented bv the fatiric genius ol Dr. Swift, in colours the mo 
(hocking and deteftable, as they certainly are, and as, >“ they 

ought to have been, the- pidure is the more finking, as well as the mo.e 
terrible ; and, up n Mat account, more likely to liitorce the obligation 
of religion and virtue upon the fouls of men. Sjvip. 

* Ceitain pirates, that in.died the Weft-Indie-, were focal. . 

r Y 2 centry 
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centry at my door with his piece charged, who was 
commanded to {hoot me dead, if I attempted my 
liberty. They fent me down victuals and drink, 
and took the government of the fhip to themfelves. 
Their defign was to turn pirates, and plunder the 
Spaniards, which they could not do, till they got 
more men. But firft they refolved to fell the goods 
in the fhip, and then go toMadagafcar for recruits, 
feveral among them having died fince my confine¬ 
ment. They failed many weeks, and traded with 
the Indians; but I knew not what courfe they took, 
being kept a clufe prifoner in my cabbin, and ex- 
petting nothing lefs than to be murdered, as they 
often threatened me. 

Upon the 9th day of May 1711, one James 
Welch came down to my cabbin, and faid, he had 
orders from the captain to fet me a fhore. I ex- 
poftulated with him, but in vain ; neither would he 
io much as tell me, who their new captain was. 
They forced me into the long-boat, letting me put 
on my beft fuit of cloaths, which were as good as 
new, and take a fmall bundle of linen, but no arms, 
except my hanger; and they were fo civil as not to 
fearch my pockets, into which I conveyed what mo¬ 
ney I had, with fome other little rieceflaries. They 
rowed about a league ; and then fet me down on 
a ftraud. I defired them to tell me what coun¬ 
try it was. They all fwore, they knew no more 
than myfelf, but faid, that the captain (as they 
called him) was refolved, after they had l'old the 
lading, to get rid of me in the firft place where 
they could difeover land. They pulhed off imme¬ 
diately, advifing me to make hafte, for fear of being 
overtaken with the tide ; and fo bade me farewell. 
In this delolate condition I advanced forward, 
and foon got upon firm ground, where I fat down 
on a bank to reft myfelf, and confider what I had 
beft do. When I was a little refreflied, I went up 
into the country, refolving to deliver myfelf to the 

firft 
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firft favages I fliould meet, and purchafe my life 
from them, by fome bracelets, glafs rings, and 
other toys, which failors ufually provide themfclves 
with in thofe voyages, 'md whereof I had i*>me 
about me. The land was divided by long rows of 
trees, not regularly planted, but naturally growing; 
there was great plenty of grafs, and leveral fields of 
oats. I walked very circumfpe&ly for fear of being 
furprifed, or fuddenly (hot with an arrow from be¬ 
hind, or on either fide. I fell into a beaten road, 
where I law many tracks of human feet, and fome 
of cows, but moll of horles. At lall l beheld fe- 
veral animals in a field, and one or two of the lame 
kind fitting in trees. Their fliape was very Angular 
and deformed, which a little difeompofed me, fo 
that I lay down behind a thiefeet to oblerve them 
better. Some of them, coming forward near the 
place where I lay. gave me an opportunity of dif- 
tinttly marking their form. Their heads and breads 
were covered with a thick hair, fome frizled, and 
others lank ; they had beards like goats, and a long 
ridge of hair down their backs, and the fore-parts 
of their legs and feet ; but the red of their bodies 
were bare, fo that I might fee their (kins, which 
were of a brown buff-colour. 1 hey had no tails, 
nor any hair at all on their buttocks, except about, 
the anus ; which, I preiume, Nature had placed 
there to defend them, as they (at on the ground ; 
for this podure they ufed, as well as lying down, 
and often dood on their hind-feet. Th y climbed 
high trees as nimbly as a fquirrel; for they had 
ftrong extended claws before and behind, termi¬ 
nating in fharp points, and hooked. They would 
often fpring, and bound, and leap with prodigious 
agility. The females were not fo large as the males; 
they had long lank hair on their heads, but none 
on their faces, nor any thing more than a fort of 
down on the red of their bodies, except about the 
anus and pudenda. Their dugs hung between their 

fore- 
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fore-feet, and often reached almoft to the ground 
as they walked. The hair of both fexes was of 
feveral colours, brown, red, black, and yellow. 
Upon the whole, 1 never beheld in all my travels 
fo difagreeable an animal, or one againft which I 
naturally conceived fo ftrong an antipathy So that 
thinking I had feen enough, full of contempt and 
averfion, I got up, and pui fued the beaten road, 
hoping it might eircdl me to the cabbin of fome 
Indian. I had nor got far, when I met one of thefe 
creatures full in my way, and coming up directly 
to me. The ugly monftcr, when he law me, dif- 
torted feveral ways every feature of his vifage, and 
Rared as at an object he had never feen before; 
then approaching nearer, lifted up his tore* paw, 
whether out of curiofity or mi (chief, I could not 
tell: but I drew my hanger, and gave him a good 
blow with the liar lide of it ; for 1 durft not ftrike 
with the edge, fearing the inhabitants might be 
provoked againft me, if they Ihould come to know, 
that I had killed or maimed any of their cattle. 
When the beaft felt the fmart, he drew back, and 
roared fo loud, that a herd of at leaft forty came 
flocking bout me from the next field, howling and 
making odious faces-, but i ran to the body of a 
tree, and, leaning my back againft it, kept them 
off by wavir my hanger. Several of this curfed 
brood, getting lv-ld of the branches behind, leapt 
up into the tree, from whence they began to dif- 
charge their excrements on my head : however, I 
efcaped pretty well by flicking clofe to the ftem of 
the tiee, but was almoft: fti fled with the filth, which 
fell about me on every fide. 

In the midft of this diftrefs, I obferved them all 
to run away on a hidden as faft as they could, at 
which I ventured to leave the tree, and purfue the 
road, wondering what it was that could put them 
into this fright. But. looking on my left hand, I 
{aw a korfe walking fofily ia*the field: which, my 
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perfecutors having fooner difcovered, was the caule 
of their flight. The horfe ftarted a little when he 
came near me, but, loon recovering himlelf, looked 
full in my face with manifeft tokens of wonder : he 
viewed my hands and test, walking round me teve- 
ral times. I would have purlucd my j >urney but 
he placed himlelf direftly in the way, yet looking 
with a very mild afpedt, never offeting the leal vi¬ 
olence- We flood gazing at each other tor lotne 
time ; at lafl I took the boldnefs to reach my hand 
towards his neck with a delign to itroak it, uung 
the common flyle and whittle of Jockies, when they 
are going to handle a ftrange horfe. But this ani¬ 
mal teemed to receive my civilities wiih dtldain, 
fliook his head, and bent his'brows, foftly railing 
up his right fore-foot to remove my hand. Then he 
neighed three or four times, but m fo difl rent a 
cadence, that I almofl began to think he was lpeak- 
in<> to himlelf in fome language of his own. 

While he and I were thus employed, another 
horfe came up; who applying himlelf to the firft 
in a very formal manner, they gently fttuckeach 
other’s right hoof before, neighing tcveral times by 
turns, and varying the found, which leemed to be 
almofl articulate. They went fome paces off, as it 
ir were to confer together, walking tide by hue, 
backward and forward, like perfons deliberating 
upon fome affair of weight, but often turning their 
eyes towards me, as it were to watch that i migu 
not elcape. 1 was amazed to lee fuJa actions and 
behaviour in brute beads ; and concluded with my- 
felf, that if the inhabitants of this country were 
endued with a proportionable degree ot reatun, 
they mult needs be the wiled people upon earth. 
This thoupht gave me io much comfort, that 1 ic- 
iblved to go forward, until I could discover tome 
houle or village, or meet with any o i the names, 
leaving the two horfes to difeourfe together a, they 

pleated. But the lirtt JO who was a dapple-grey, ob- 
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ferving me to ffal off, neighed after me in fo ex- 
preffve a tone, that l fancied myfilf to underftand 
what he meant; whereupon I turned back, and 
came near him to expert his farther commands, 
bur concealing my fear as much as I could ; for I 
began to be in Ionic pain, how this adventure might 
terminate ; and the reader will eafily believe, I did 
not much like my prefent iituation. 

The tw horfes came up clofe to me, looking 
with great earneftnefs upon my face and hands. 
The grey fteed rubbed my hat all round with his 
right lore hoof, and difeompofed it fo much, that 
I was forced to adjuft it better, by taking it off and 
fettling it again ; whereat both he and his compa¬ 
nion (who was brown-bay,) appeared to be much 
furprifed ; the latter felt the lappet of my coat, and 
finding it to hang loofe about me, they both looked 
with new figns of wonder. He ftroaked my right 
hand, Teeming to admire the foftnefs and colour ; 
but he fqeezed it fo hard between his hoof and his 
pattern, that I was forced to roar; after which they 
both touched me with all poffible tendernefs. They 
were under great perplexi y about my (hoes and 
flockings, which they felt very often, neighing to 
each other, and ufmg various geffures, not unlike 
thole of a philolopher, when he would attempt to 
folve fome new and difficult phenomenon. 

Upon the whole, the behaviour of thefe animals 
was fo orderly and rati o il, fo acute and judicious, 
that I at la it concluded they were two magicians, 
who had thus metamorphofed themfeives upon fome 
deiign, and, feeing a ftranger in the way, refolved 
to diveit themfeives with him; or perhaps were 
really amazed at the fight of a man fo very different 
in tidbit, feature, and complexion, from thofe who 
mighi probably live in fo remote a climate. Upon 
the (Irength or this reafoning, I ventured to addrefs 
them in the following manner : Gentlemen, it you 
be conjurers, as i have good caufe to believe, you 
2 can 
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can uoderfland any language; therefore 1 make 
bold to let your worfhips know, that I am a poor 
diftrefcd Englifhman, driven by h.s misfortune* 
upon your coaft, and I intreat one of you to let me 
rale upon his back, as if he were a real hoi fe, to 
fome houfe or village, where I can be relieved. In 
return of which favour I will make you a preknt 
of this knife and bracelet, (taking them out ot my 
pocket) The two creatures flood filent while 1 
fpoke, feeming to liften with great attention; and 
when I had ended, they neighed frequently towards 
each other, as if they were engaged in ferious con- 
•verlation. 1 plainly oblerved. that their language 

.h. p P affi ™ "T f r";- ,nd ,he ,r£ 

might with little pains be refolved into an alphabet 
more eafily than the Ghinefe. v „. 

I could frequently diftinguifh the word Yahoo, 
which was repeated by each of them feveral times; 
and although it was impoffible for me to conje<?tur 
what it meant, yet, while the two horfcs were bufy 
in converfation, I endeavoured to praftite this word 
upon my tongue; and as foon as they were filen , 

I boldly pronounced Yahoo in aloud voice imi¬ 
tating at the fame time, as near as 1 could, the 
neighing of a horfe ; at which they were both vifi- 
bly furprifed, and the grey repeated the fame word 
twice, as if he meant to teach me the right accent, 
wherein l fpoke after him as well as 1 could, and 
found myfelf perceivably to improve every time, 
though very far from any degree of person 
Then the bay tried me with a iecond word much, 
harder to be pronounced ; but, reducing it to t e 
Englifh orthography, may be (pelt thus, Houyh- 
nhnm. I did not fucceed in this 10 well as the tor- 
mer; but after two or three farther trials, 1 had 
better fortune ; and they both appeared amazed at 

After fome farther difeourfe, which I then con- 
ieaured might relate to me, the two friends took 
J Vol.V 2 their 
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their leaves with the fame compliment of (hiking 
each other’s hoof; and the grey made me fir ns that 
I (hould walk before him ; wherein I thought it 
prudent to comply, till I could find a better direc¬ 
tor When I offered to darken my pace, he would 
cry hbuwiy hhutin ; 1 gutfied his meaning, and gave 
him to underhand, as well as I could, that 1 was 
weary, and not able to walk fader; upon which he 
would hand a while to let me red. 



G H A P. II. 

The author conduced by a Houyhnhnm to his boufe. 
The houfe deferibed. The author's reception. The 
food of the Houyhnhnms . The author in djlrefs for 
'want of meat , is at lajl relieved. His manner of 
feeding in that country , 

H AVINu travelled about three miles, we came 
to a long kind of building, made of timber 
duck fn the ground, and wattled a-crofs; the roof 
was low, and covered with draw. 1 now began to 
be a little comforted ; and took out fome toys, 
which travellers ufually carry for prefents to the fa- 
vage Indians of America and other parts, in hopes 
the people of the houfe would be thereby encoura¬ 
ged to receive me kindly. The horfe made me a 
iign to go in fird ; it was a large room with a lmooth 
clay-floor, and a rack and manger, extending the 
whole length on one fide. There were three nags, 
and two marts, not eating, but feme of them fitting 
down upon their hams, which I very much won¬ 
dered at; but wondered more to lee the reft em¬ 
ployed in domedic bufinefs ; rhefe leemed but or¬ 
dinary cattle: however this confirmed my fird opi¬ 
nion, that a people, who could (o far civilize brute 
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animals, muft needs excel in wifdom all the nations 
of the world. The grey came in juft after, and 
thereby prevented any ill treatment which the others 
might have .given me. He neighed to them feveral 
times in a ftile of authority, and received anfwers. 

Beyond this room there were three others reach¬ 
ing the length of the houfe, to which you paffed 
through three doors, oppofite to each other, in the 
manner of a vifta; we went through the fecond 
room towards the third ; here the grey walked in 
firft, beckoning me to attend, I waited in the fe- 
cond room, and got ready my prefents for the ma- 
fter and miftrels of the houfe: they were two 
knives, three bracelets of falfe pearl, a fmall look- 
ing-glafs, and a bead-necklace. The horfe neighed 
three or four times, and I waited to hear fome an¬ 
fwers in a human voice, but I heard no other re¬ 
turns than in the fame dialed, only one or two a 
little fhrilier than his. I began to think, that this 
houfe muft belong to fome perfon of great note 
among them, becaufe there appeared fo much cere¬ 
mony before I gould gain admittance. But, that a 
man "of quality fhoufd be ferved all by horfes, was 
beyond my comprehenfion, I feared my brain was 
difturbed "by my fufferings and misfortunes : I rou- 
(ed myfelfj and looked about me in the room, where- 
I was left alone; this was furnifhed like the firft, 
only after a more elegant manner. I rubbed my 
eyes often, but the fame objedls ftill occurred. I 
pinched my arms and fides to awake myfelf, hoping 
I might be in a dream. I then abfolutely concluded, 
that all thefe appearances could be nothing elfe but 
necromancy and magic. But I had no time to pur- 
fue thefe reflexions; for the grey horfe came to 
the door, and made me a fign to follow him into 
the third room ; where I faw a very comely mare, 
together with a colt and foie, fitting on their 
haunches upon matts of ftraw, not unartfully made, 
and perfectly neat and clean. 

Z 2 The 
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Tlie marc loon after my entrance rofe from her 
matt, and coming lip clofe, after having nicely ob- 
f rved my hands and face, gave me a moft contemp¬ 
tuous look ; then turning to the horfe, I*heard the 
word yahoo often repeated betwixt them ; the mean¬ 
ing of which word I could not then comprehend, 
although it was the fir ft I had learned to pro¬ 
nounce ; but I was foon better informed to my e- 
verlafting morrificarion : for the horfe beckoning 
to me with his head, and repeating the word hfnuin y 
hk.tun , as he did upon the road, which I underftood 
was to attend him, led me our into a kind of court, 
where was another building at fome diftance from 
the houfe. Here we entered, and I faw three of 
thofe dttcftable creatures, which I firft met after 
my landing, feeding upon roots and the flefh of 
f >me animals, which 1 afterwards found to be that 
of affes and dogs, and now and then a cow dead by 
accident ordifeale. Th:y were all tied by the neck 
with ftrong wyrhs fattened to a beam ; they held 
their food between the claws of their fore-feet, and 
tore ii with their teeth. 

The mafter horle ordered a forrel nag, one of 
* his iervants, to untie the lurgeft of thefe animals, 
and take him into the yard. The beaft and I were 
brought clofe together; and our countenances di¬ 
ligently compared both by mafter and fervant, who 
thereupon repeated ieveral times the word yuhoo. 
hlv horror and aftonifhment are not to be deferi- 
bed, when I obferved in this abonimable animal a 
p< rfedl human figure : the face of it indeed was flat 
and br< ad, the nofe depreffed, the lips large, and 
the momh wide : but thele differences are common 
to all favage nations, where the lineaments of the 
countenance are diftorced by the natives luffering 
their infants to lie grovelling on the earth, or by 
carrying them on their backs nuzzling with their 
face againft the mother’s fhoulders. The fore-feet 
of the yahop differed from my hands in nothing 
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elfe, but the length of the nails, the coarfenefs and 
brownnefs of the palms, and the hairinefs on the 
backs. There was the fame refemblance between 
our fee’, with the fame differences, which I knew 
very well, though the horfes did not, bccaufe of 
my (hoes and (lockings; the fame in every part of 
our bodies, except as to hairinefs and colour, which 
I have already deferibed. 

The ereat "difficulty, that feemed to (lick with the 
two horfes, was, to iee the reil of my body Co very 
different from that of a yahoo, for which I was 
obliged to my cloaths, whereof they had no con¬ 
ception. The forrel nag offered me a root, which 
he held (after their manner, as we (hall deferibe in 
its proper place) between his hoof and pattern . 
took it in my hand, and having ("melt it returned ic 
to him again as civilly as 1 could. He brought out 
of the. yahoo’s kennel a piece of afs s flc(h, but it 
{melt fo offenfively, that I returned from it with 
loathing ; he then threw ic to the yahoo, by whom 
it was greedily devoured *. He afterwards (hewed 
me a whifp of hay and a fetlock full of oats ; but 
I (hook my head to fignity, that neither of thefe 
were food for me. And indeed I now apprehend¬ 
ed, that I mu ft abfolutely ftarve, if I did not get to 
fome of my own fpecies; for as to thofe filthy ya¬ 
hoos, although there were few greater lovers of 
mankind at that time, than myfclf; yet I confefs, I 
never faw any feniitive being fo deteftable on all 
accounts ; and the more I came near them, the 
more hateful they grew, while I flayed in that 
country. This the mafter horfe obfeived by my 
behaviour, and therefore fent the yahoo back to 
his kennel. He then put his fore hoof to his mouth, 

* Whoever is difgufted with this pifture of a yahoo, would do well 
to reflet, that it becomes his own in exaft proportion as he deviates 
from virtue, for virtue is the perfection of reafon. The appetites of 
thofe abandoned to vice, are not lefs bru al and fordid than that of a 
yahoo for afles tk(h ; nor is their life a fhte of lefs abjeft l'crvihty. 
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at which I was much furprifed, although he did 
with cafe, and with a motion that appeared perfect¬ 
ly natural ; and made other figns to know what I 
would eat ; but I could not return him fuch an an- 
fwer as he was able to apprehend ; and if he had 
underftood me, I did not lee how it was poflible to 
contrive any way for finding myfelf nourifhmcnr. 
While we were thus engaged, 1 obferved a cow 
palling by; whereupon I pointed to her, and ex- 
preffvd a defire to go and milk her. This had its 
effect; for he led me back into the houfe, and or¬ 
dered a mare-fervant to open a room, where a goed 
ftore of milk lay in earthen and wooden vefiels af¬ 
ter a very orderly and cleanly manner. She gave 
me a large bowl full, of which I drank very hear¬ 
tily, and found myfelf well refrefhed. 

About noon l faw coming towards the houfe a 
kind of vehicle drawn like a fledge by four yahoos. 
There was in it an old fteed, who feemed to be 
quality; he alighted with his hind feet forward, 
having by accident got a hurt in his left fore-foot. 
He came to dine with our horfe, who received him 
with great civility. They dined in the bell room, 
and had oats boiled in milk for the fecond courfc, 
which the old horfe eat warm, but the reft cold. 
Their mangers were placed circular in the middle of 
the room, and divided into fcveral partitions, round 
which they fat on their haunches upon bofios of 
ltraw. In the middle was a large rack, with angles 
anfwering to every partition of the manger. So 
that each horfe and mare eat their own hay, and 
their own mafh of oats and milk, with much de- 
cency and regularity. The behaviour of the young 
colt and foie appeared very model!; and that of the 
malter and miltrefs extremely chearful and com- 
pia'lant to their gueft. The grey ordered me to 
nand by him ; and much difcourlc palled between 
aim and his friend concerning me, as I found by 
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the ttranger’s often looking at me, and the frequent 
repetition of the word yahoo 

I happened ro wear my gloves, which the matter 
grey obferving, feemed perplexed, diicovering figns 
of wonder what I had done to my fore-feet ; he 
put his hoof three or four times to them, as if he 
would fignify, that I ihould reduce them to their 
former fliape, which I prefently did, pulling off 
both my gloves, and putting them into my pocket. 
This occafioned farther talk, and I faw the compa¬ 
ny was pleated with my behaviour, whereof I foon 
found the good effe&s. I was ordered to lpeak the 
few words I underftood; and while they were at 
dinner, the matter taught me names for oats, milk, 
fire, water, and fome others j which I could rea¬ 
dily pronounce after him, having from my youth 
a great facility in learning languages. 

When dinner was done, «he mafter-horfe took 
me attde, and by figns and words made me under- 
ftand the concern he was in, that I had nothing to 
eat. Oats in their tongue are called hlunnh . This 
word I pronounced two or three times ; for al¬ 
though 1 had refufed them at firft, yet upon fe- 
cond thoughts I confidered, that I could contrive 
to make of them a kind of bread, which might be 
fufficient with milk to keep me alive, till I could 
make my efcape to fome other country, and to 
creatures of my own fpecies. The norfe immedi¬ 
ately ordered a white mare fervant of his family to 
bring me a good quantity of oats in a lort of wood¬ 
en tray. Thefe 1 heated before the fire, as well as 
I could, and rubbed them tiil the hufks came off* 
which I made a Ihift to winnow from the grain % 
I ground and beat them between two ftones, then 
took water, and made them into a pafte or cake, 
which I toafted at the fire, and eat warm 
with milk. It was at firft a very infipid diet, though 
common enough in many parts of hurope, but 
grew tolerable by time 5 and having been often re¬ 
duced 
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duced to hard fare in my life, this was not the firft 
experiment I had made, how eafily nature is fatif- 
fied And I cannot but obferve, that I never had 
one hour’s ficknefs while I ftaid in this ifl.rnd. It 
is true, I fometimes made a fhift to catch a rabbit, 
or bird, by fpi inges made oF yal.oo's hairs; and I 
often gathered whole ome herbs, which I boiled or 
eat as laUds with my bread ; and now and then, 
for a rarity, I made a little butter, and drank the 
whey. I was at firft at a great lofs for fait; but 
cuftom foon reconciled me to the want of it ; and I 
am confident, that the frequent ufe of fait among 
us is an effeft of luxury, and was firft introduced 
only as a provocative to drink ; except where it is 
neceffary for preferving of flefh in long voyages, or 
in p^ces remote from great markets. For we ob- 
ferve no animal to be fond of it but man : and as 
to myfelf, when I left this country, it was a great 
while before I could endure the tafte of it in any 
thing that I eat. 

This is enough to fay upon the fubject of my 
diet, wherewith other travellers fill their books, as 
if the readers were perfonally concerned, whether 
we fare well or ill. However it was necefiary to 
mention this matter, left the world ftiould think it 
impoflible, that I could find fuftenance for three 
years in fuch a country and among fuch inhabitants. 

When it grew towards evening, the mafter horfe 
ordered a place for me to lodge in ; it was hue fix 
yards from the houfe, and fep~rated from the ftablc 
of the yahoos. Here I got iome ftravv, and covering 
xnylclf with my own cloaths, flept very found. But 
I was in a fhort time better accommodated, as the 
reader fhail know hereafter, when I come to treat 
tnore particularly about my way of living. 























Chap. III. A Voyage to the IIouyhnhnms. 185 


- 9 —A-!?- A-^--^t-33- ?-?■■?■ 


t- 4 - 6 - is- 


CHAP. III. 


The author Jludious to learn the language : the Houyh- 
nhnm, his majler, affijls in teaching him. Tie 
language deferred. Several Houyhnhnms of qua¬ 
lity came out of curiofity to fee the author. He gives 
his majler a Jbort account of his voyage. 

M Y principal endeavour was to learn the lan¬ 
guage, which my mafter (for fo I Hull hence¬ 
forth call him) and his children, and every fervant 
of his houfe were defirous to teach me. ror they 
looked upon it as a prodigy, that a brute animal 
fhould difcover fuch marks of a rational creature. 

I pointed to every thing, and enquired the name 
of it which I wrote down in my journal book when 
I was alone, and correfted my bad accent by’de- 
firing thofe of the family to pronounce it often. 
In this employment a lorrel nag, one of the undet- 
fervants, was very ready to affilt me. 

In fpeaking they pronounce through the nolo 
and throat, and their language approaches nearelt 
to the High Dutch or German of any I know in 
Europe; but is much more graceful and figmhcant. 
The emperor Charles V made almoft the lame ob- 
fervation, when he faid, that if he were to ipeak 
to his horfe, it lliould be in High-Dutch. 

The curiofity and impatience of my mafter were 
fo great, that he fpent many hours of his leifure to 
inftrutt me. He was convinced (as he afterwards 
told me) that 1 muft be a yahoo, but my teachable- 
nel's, civility, and cleanlinels, aftomfhed him ; which 
were qualities altogether oppofite to thofe animal,. 
He was moft perplexed about my cloaths, reafon- 
ing fometimes with himlelf, whether they weie a 
Vol. V. A a P ar£ 
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part of my body; for I never pulled them off till 
the family were afleep, and got them on before 
they waked in the morning. My mafter was eager 
to learn from whence I came; how I acquired 
thofe appearances of rcafon, which 1 difcovercd in 
all my actions; and to know my Rory from my 
own mouth, which he hoped he fhould foon do by 
the great proficiency I made in learning and pro¬ 
nouncing their words and fentcnces. To help my 
memory, I formed all I learned into the Englifti 
alphabet, and writ the words down with the tranf- 
lations. This laft after fome time I ventured to do 
in my mailer’s pretence. It coft me much trouble 
to explain to him what I was doing : for the inha¬ 
bitants have not the leaft idea of books or literature. 

In about ten weeks time 1 was able to underftand 
moft of his queftions ; and in three months could 
give him fome tolerable anfu ers. Hs was extreme¬ 
ly curious to know from what part of the country 
1 came, and how I was taught to imitate a rational 
creature; becaufe the yahoos (whom he faw I ex- 
adlly refembled in my head, hands and face, that 
were only vifible) with fome appearance of cunning, 
and the ftrongeft difpofition to mifehief, were ob- 
ferved to oe the moft unteachable of all brutes. 

I anfwered that I came over the fea from a far 
place, with many others of my own kind, in a 
great hollow veilcl made of the bodies of trees ; 
that my companions forced me to land on this 
coaft, and then left me to ftiift for myfelf. It was 
with fome difficulty, and by the help of many figns, 
that I brought him to underftand me. He replied, 
that I muft needs be miftaken, or that I /aid the 
thing which was not (for they have no word in 
their language to exprefs lying or falfhood. He 
knew It was impoffible, that there could be a coun¬ 
try beyond the fea, or that a parcel of brutes could 
move a wooden veftei whither they plea fed upon 
water. He was iure no Kouyhnhnm alive could 

make 
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make fuch a veffel, nor would truft yahoos to ma- 

^The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue fignifies 
a horfe, and in its etymology, the P er f e f l0 "°f 
ture! I told my mailer that I was at a lofs for «_ 

prefiion, but would ,m P'° I v ® as .^ to tel \ 

and hoped in a fhort time I (hould be able to tell 
him wonders : he was pleafed to d.reft h.s oWn 
mare, his colt and foie, and the fervants of theta 

mily, to take all opportunities of infinitting me 

and every day for two or three hours he was at the 
fame pains kiml'elf: feveral horfes and mares of 

quality in the neighbourhood came often to our 

houfe, upon the report ipread of a wondei 
ytihoo tha! could fpeak like a Houyhnhnm, and 
feemed in his words and aftions to d.fcover fome 
glimmerings of reafon. Thefe delighted to con- 
verfe with me; they put many queltions, and re¬ 
ceived fuch anfwers as I was able to return. By all 
thefe advantages I made fo great a progress, that 
in five months from my arrival I underftood what¬ 
ever was fpoken, and could exprefs my felt toleia 

b ’Vhe Houvhnhnms who came to vifit my mailer, 
out of a defign of feeing and talking with me 
could hardlv believe me to be a right yahoo, becaute 
my body had a different covering from othei s or 
mv kind. They were aftoniflied to obferve me 
without the uiual hair or lkin, except on my head, 
face, and hands; bull dilcovered that fecret to 
my mafter upon an accident, which happened a- 
bout a fortnight before. 

I have already told the reader, that every night, 
when the family were gone to bed, it was my cu- 
ftom to (trip, and cover myfelt with my cloatl • 
it happened one morning early, that my matter 
lent tor me by the forrel nag, who was h.s; valet; 
when he came, I was fall afleep, my cloaths had 
fallen off on one fide, and my fhirt above my waitt. 

A a 2 1 awakea 
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I awaked at the noife he made, and obferved him 
to deliver his meflage in fome diforder; after which 
he went to my matter, and in a great fright gave 
him a very confuted account of what he had teen : 
this I prefently difcovered ; for going as foon as I 
was drefled to pay my attendance upon his honour, 
he aikcd me the meaning of what his fervant had 
reported ; that I was not the fame thing when I 
ilepr, as I appeared to be at other times; that his 
valet allured him, fome part of me was white, fome 
yellow, at leaf! not fo white, and fome brown. 

I had hitherto concealed the fecret of my drefs 
in order to diftinguifh myfelf, as much as poflible, 
from that curfed race o \yahoos \ but now I found 
it in vain ro do fo any longer. Befides I confidered, 
that my cloaths and fiioes would foon wear out, 
which already were in a declining condition, and 
mull be fupplied by fome contrivance from the hides 
of yahoos, or other brutes; whereby the whole fe- 
cret would be known : I therefore told my mafter, 
that in the country from whence I came, thofe of 
my kind always covered their bodies with the hairs 
of certain animals prepared by art, as well for de¬ 
cency, as to avoid the inclemencies of air both hot 
and cold ; of which, as to my own perfon, 1 would 
give him immediate conviction, if he pleafed to 
command me *, only defiring his excufe, if I did 
not expole thofe parts that nature taught us to con¬ 
ceal. He (aid my difeourfe was all very ftrange, 
but cfpecially the Lift part; for he could not un¬ 
derhand. why nature fhould teach us to conceal 
what nature had given: that neither himfelfnor 
family were ashamed of any parts of their bodies ; 
but however I might do as I pleafed. Whereupon 
I firlt unbuttoned my coat, and pulled it off. I 
did the fame w ith my waiffcoat; I drew off' my 
fhoes, ftockings, and breeches. I let my fliirt 
down to my waiff, and drew up the bottom, fatten¬ 
ing 
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ing it like a girdle about my middle to hide my 

na My' mafter obferved the whole performance with 
great (lens of curiofity and admiration. He took 
up all my deaths in his paftern, one piece after a- 
noiher, and examined them diligently; he then 
ftroaked my body very gently, and looked round 
me feveral times, after which he hud, it was plain I 
mull be a perfect yahoo ; but that I differed very 
much from the reft of my fpecies in the foftneis, 
whitenefs, and fmoothnefs of my flan, my want of 
hair in feveral parts of my body, the fhape and 
lhortnefs of my claws behind and betore, and my 
affectation of walking continually on my two hind¬ 
er feet. He defired to fee no more ; and gave me 
leave to put on my cloaths again, for I was lad¬ 
dering wiihcold. .... r r 

I expreffed my uneafinefs at his giving me fo of¬ 
ten the appellation of yahoo, an odious animal, for 
which 1 had fo utter an hatred and contempt: 1 
begged he would forbear applying that word to me, 
and take the lame order in his family, and among 
his friends, whom he fuffered to fee me. I requeft- 
cd likewife, that the lecret of my having a falle co¬ 
vering to my body might be known to none but 
himfelf, at leaft as long as my prefent cloathing 
lliould laft ; for as to what the forrel nag his valet 
had obferved, his honour might command him to 

C ° All this my mafter very gracioufly confented to, 
and thus the fecret was kept till my cloaths began 
to wear out, which I was forced to lupply by feve¬ 
ral contrivances, that lhall hereafter be mentioned. 
In the mean time he defired 1 would go on with my 
utmoft diligence to learn their language, becaule 
he was more aftonilhed at my capacity tor fpeech 
and reafon, than at the figure of my body, whe¬ 
ther it were covered or no ; adding, that he waited 

with 
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with Tome impatience to hear, the wonders, which 
I promifed to tell him. 

From thence forward he doubled the pains he 
had been at to inftruft me ; he brought me into all 
company, and made them treat me with civility, 
becaufe, as he told them privately, this would put 
me into a good humour, and make me more divert¬ 
ing. 

Every day, when I waited on him, befide the 
trouble he was at in teaching, he would alk me fe- 
vcral queftions concerning myfelf, which I aniwer- 
ed as well as I could ; and by thele means he had 
already received feme general ideas, though very 
imperfvft. It would be tedious to relate the feve- 
ral heps, by which I advanced to a more regular 
converfation : but the firft account I gave of my* 
fclf iii any order and length was to this purpofe : 

That I came fioin a very far country, as I alrea¬ 
dy had attempted to tell him, with about fifty more 
of my own fpecies; that we travelled upon the Teas 
in a great hollow veffel made of wood, and larger 
than his honour’s houfe. I deferibed the fhip to 
liim in the bed terms I could, and explained by the 
help of my handkerchief difplayed, how it was dri* 
ven by the wind. 1 hat upon a quarrel among us I 
was let on fhorc on this coaft, where I walked for¬ 
ward, without knowing whither, till he delivered 
me from the periecution of thofe execrable yahoos. 

He aiked me, who made the fhip, and how it 
was poffible that the Houyhnhnms of my country 
would leave it to the management of brutes ? My 
anlwer was, that I durft proceed no farther in my 
relation, unlefs he would give me his woid and ho- 
rour that he would not be offended, and then I 
would tell him the wonders I had fo ofren promi¬ 
fed. Iicagreed ; and 1 went on by affuring him 
that the (hip was built by creatures like myfelf, who 
in all the countries I had travelled, as well as in my 
own, were the only governing, ratioual anima.s ? 

and 
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and that upon my arrival hither I was as much a- 
ffonilhed to fee the Houyhnhnms aft like rational 
beings, as he or his friends could be in finding lome 
marks of reafon in a creature he was pleafed to call 
a yahoo ; to which I owned my rcfemblance in every 
part, but could not account for their degenerate 
and brutal nature. I faid farther, that if good 
fortune ever reftored me to my native country to re- 
mv travels hither, as I refolved to do, every body 
would believe, that I faid the thing which -was not ; 
that I invented the ftory out of my own head ; and 
(with all poflible refpeft to himfeif, his family, and 
friends, and under h;s promife of not being offend¬ 
ed) our countreymen would hardly think it propa¬ 
ne, that a Houvhnhnm fliould be the prcfiding 
creature of a nation, and a yahoo the brute. 


CHAP. IV. 


the Houyhnhnms’ notion of truth and falfehoad. 
The authors difcour/e difapprov.fi by his mafier. 
The author gives a more particular account of 
himfeif, and the accidents of his voyage. 


M Y mafter heard me with great appearances of 
uneafinefs in his countenance ; becaule aeubt- 
ing or not believing , arc fo little known in this com. - 
try, lhat the inhabitants cannot tell how to oehave 
themfelves under fuch circumftances. And 1 re¬ 
member, in frequent difeourfes with my maiter con¬ 
cerning the nature of manhood in other parts of 
the wo. Id, having occafion to talk of lying 
reprefentation , it was with much difficulty that he 
comprehended wlnt I meant; altho he had otherw.le 
a molt acme judgement. For he argued thus ; that 
the uie of fpeech was to make us underftand one a- 
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nother, and to receive information of fn<Rs ; now, 
if one [aid the thing which was not , thefe ends were 
defeated; becaufe I cannot properly be laid to un- 
derdand him ; and I am fo far from receiving in¬ 
formation, that he leaves me worfe than in igno¬ 
rance ; for I am led to believe a thing black when 
it is white , and /hort when it is long . And thefe were 
all the notions he had concerning that faculty of ly¬ 
ing, fo perfectly well underftood, and fo univcrfal- 
ly pradtiled, among human creatures. 

To return from this digreflion; when I affected 
that the yahoos were the only governing animals in 
my country, which my mailer faid, was altogether 
paft his conception, he defiled to know, whether 
we had Houyhnhnms among us, and what was 
their employment : 1 told him, we had great num¬ 
bers ; that in fummer they grazed in the fields, and 
in winter were kept in houies with hay and oats, 
where yafeo-fervants were employed to rub their 
ikins fmooth, comb their manes, pick their feet, 
ferve them with food, and make their beds. I u - 
derdand you well, faid my mafter ; it is now very 
plain from all you havefpoken, that whatever fhare 
of reafon the yahoos pretend to, the Houyhnhnms 
are vourmaders ; I heartily willi our yahoos would 
be lo tradable. I begged his honour would pleafe to 
excufe me from proceeding any farther, becaufe 
I was very certain that the account he expected 
from me would be highly difpleaiing. But he in- 
fided in commanding me to let him know the bed 
and the word: I told him he fliould be obeyed. 

I owned, that the Houyhnhnms among us, whom 
we called horfes , were the mod generous and come¬ 
ly animal we had ; that they excelled in ftrength 
and fwiftnefs ; and when they belonged to perions 
of quality, were employed in travelling, racing, or 
drawing of chariots, they were treated with much 
kindnefs and care, till they fell into difeafes or be¬ 
came foundered in their feet ; but then they were 
2 fold 
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fold, andufed to all kind of drudgery, till they 
died: after which their fkins were dripped, and 
fold for what they were worth, and their bodies 
left to be devoured by dogs and birds of prey, 
the common race of horfes had not fo good fortune 
being kept by farmers and carriers and other me 
people who put them to great labour, and fed 'hem 
worfe. I described, as well as I could, our way of 
riding; the flupe and ufe of a bridle a faddle a 
fpur, and a whip; of harnefs and wheels. I ad¬ 
ded, that we faftened plates of a certain hardi fub- 
ftance, called iron, at the bottom of their feet, to 
preferve their hoofs from being broken by the do- 
ny ways, on which we often travelled. 

'My'mailer, after fome expr.dions of great in¬ 
dignation, wondered how we dared to venture upon 
a Houyhnhnm’s back; for h ? was fore that the 
weakell fervant in his houfe would be able to {hake 
off the if rongeft yahoo ; or by lying down, and 
rolling on his back, Iqueeze the brute to death. 

I anfwered, that our horfes were trained up from 
three or four years old to the feveral ufes we in* 
tended them for; that, it any oE the ™ 1 

tolerably vicious, they were employed tor cairia- 
oes- that they were feverely beaten, while they 
were voung, for any mifchievous tricks; that the 
males'defigned for the common ufe of riding or 
draught, were generally cajlratea about two years 
after their birth, to take down their fpirits and 
make them more tame and gentle; that they were 
indeed fenfible of rewards and pumihments; but 
his honour would pleafe to confider, that they had 
not the lead tin&ure of reafon, any more than the 

yahoos in this country . 

jt put me to the pains of many circumlocutions 

O give my mailer a right idea of what I (poke ; 
for their language doth not abound in variety of 
words, becaufe their wants and paffions are fewer 
than among us. But it is impoffible to exprefs his 
Vol. V. B b noDle 
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noble refentment at our favage treatment of the 
Houyhnhnm race ; particularly after 1 had explain¬ 
ed the manner and ufe of caftrating horfes among 
us to hinder them from propogating their kind, 
and to render them more fervile. He faid, it it 
were poflible there could be any country, where ya¬ 
hoos alone were endued with reafon, they certainly 
mull be the governing animal, becaufe reafon will 
in time always prevail again ft brutal ftrength. But 
confidering the frame of our bodies, and efpecially 
of mine, he thought no creature of equal bulk was 
fo ill contrived for employing that reafon in the 
common offices of life; whertupon, he defired to 
know, whether thofe, among whom I lived, re- 
fcmbled me or the yahoos of his country. 1 affur- 
ed him, that I was as well lhaped as moft of my 
age : but the younger and the females were much 
more foft and tender, and the fkins of the latter 
generally as white as milk. He faid, 1 differed in¬ 
deed from other yahoos, being much more clean¬ 
ly, and not altogether fo deformed ; but in point 
of real advantage, he thought I differed for the 
worfe. That iny nails were of no ufe either to my 
fore or hinder'feet: as to my fore-feet he could not 
properly call them by that name, for he never ob¬ 
served ine to walk upon them ; that they were too 
foft to bear the ground; that I generally went with 
them uncovered, neither was the covering 1 fome- 
times wore on them, of the fame fhape, or fo 
ftrong as that on my feet behind. That I could 
not walk with any fecurity ; for if either of my hin¬ 
der feet flipped, I mull inevitably fall. He then be.- 
gan to find fault with other parts of my bqdy ; the 
llatnefs of my face, the prominence of my nofe, 
mine eyes placed directly in front, fo that I could not 
look on either fide without turning my head ; that 
I was not able to feed myfelf without lifting one of 
my fore-feet to my mouth ; and therefore nature 
had placed thofe joints to aniwer that neceffity 

He 
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He knew not what could be the ufe of thofe feve 
i-al clefts and divifions in my feet behind ; that 
thefe were too (oft to bear the hardnels an iai P 
nefs of ftones, without a covering made from the 
(kin of fome other brute; that my whole body 
wanted a fence againft heat and cold, which I was 
forced to put on and oft every day with tedioulnels 
and trouble. And Uft’.y, that he obierved eveiy 
animal in this country naturally to abhor the ya¬ 
hoos, whom the weaker avoided, and the itr0 "§^ 
drove from them. So that, fuppofmg us to have 
the gift of reafon, he could not fee how it w^re 
poflible to cure that natural antipathy, which eve¬ 
ry creature difcovered againft us; not con ecjuent 
ly how we could tame and render them ferviceab e. 
However, he would, as he faid, debate the matter 
no farther, becaufe he was more defirous to know 
my own ftory, the country where I '^sborn^and 
the feveral actions and events of my life befoie I 

Ca 'l ie afl'ured him, how extremely defirous I was, 
that he fhould be fatisfied in every pomt ; but i 
doubted much, whether it would be poflible for 
me to explain myfelf on feveral fubjeas, whereof 
his honour could have no conception; becaufe I 
law nothing in his country, to which Icouldre- 
fcmble them. That however I would do nay belt, 
and drive to exprefs myfelf bv fimilitudes, humbly 
deflving his afliftance, when I wanted proper 
words f which he was pleafed to prom.le me. 

I faid, my birth was of honeft parents, in an 

i(tad called Er.gUnd, »hich "* 

country as many days journey, as the ftrongtft ot 
his honour’s fervants could travel in the annual 
courfe of the fun: That 1 was bred a furgeon 
whofe trade it is to cure wounds and huris m 
bodv gotten by accident or violence . lhat my 
country was governed by a female man, whom we 
called Queen : That I left it to get riches, where- 
Bb J u " 
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I y I might maintain myfelf and family when I 
fhould icturn : I hat in my lad voyage I was com¬ 
mander of the fliip, and had about fifty yahoos un¬ 
der me, many of which died at fea, and I was for¬ 
ced to fupply them by others picked out from fcve- 
ral nations : 1 hat our lliip was twice in danger of 
being funk; the firit time by a great ftorm, and 
the iccond by finking againft a rock. Here my 
ni ifler interpofcd, by aiking me, how I could per- 
fu.ide Grangers out of different countries to ven¬ 
ture with me, after the Ioffes 1 had fuftained, and 
the hazards I had run. I laid, they were fellows 
of defperate fortunes, forced to fly from the places 
of their birth on account of their poverty or 
their crimes. Some were undone by law-luits; o- 
thers fpent all they had in drinking, whoring, and 
gaming; others fled for ti ealon ; many for mur¬ 
der, iheft, poifoning, robbery, perjury, forgery, 
coining falfe-money, for committing rapes or f'odo- 
my ; tor flying trom their colours, or deferting to 
the enemy ; and rtiofl of them had broken prilon ; 
none of tliefe durfl return to their native countries 
for fear of being hanged, or of ftarving in a jail ; 
and therefore they were under a neceffity of feek- 
ing a livelihood in other places. 

During this difeourfe, my matter was pleafed to 
interrupt me feveral times ; I had made ufe of ma¬ 
ny circumlocutions in delcribing to him the nature 
of the feveial crimes, for which mod of our crew 
had been forced to fly their country. This labour 
took up feveral days converfation before he was a- 
ble to comprehend me. He was wholly at a lofs 
to know, what could be the ufe or neceffity of 
pr filing thole vices. 7 o clear up which, 1 en¬ 
deavoured to give him fome ideas of rhe defire cf 
power and riches ; of the terrible effects of lull:, 
intemperance, malice, and envy. All this 1 was 
foiced to define, and deferibe by putting cafes and 
making fuppofitions. After which, like one whole 

imagination 
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imagination was ftruck with fomething never feen 
or heard of-before, he would lift up his eyes with 
amazement and indignation. Power, government, 
war, law, punithmem, and a thoufand other things 
had no terms, wherein that language could exprels 
them ; which made the difficulty almoft mluper- 
able to give my matter any conception of what 1 
meant. But being of an excellent underftanding, 
much improved by contemplation and convene, he 
at lad arrivied at a competent knowledge of wnat 
human nature in our parts of the world is capable 
to perform, and defired I would give him (ome 
particular account of that land, which we call Eu¬ 
rope, but cfpecially of my own country 


CHAP. V. 

The author, at his majier's commands, informs him of 
the Jlate of England. The caufes of vjar among the 
princes of Europe. The author begins to explain the 
Englifo eonflitution. 

T HE reader may pleafe to obferve, that the fol¬ 
lowing extract of nay converfations 1 had 
with my matter, contains a luminary of the molt 
material points, which were difcourled on at leve- 
ral times for above two years ; his honour often 
defiring fuller fatisfaftion, as I farther improved 
in the Houyhnhnm tongue. I laid before him, as 
well as I could, the whole ttate of Europe. I dd- 
courfed of trade and manufactures, of arts and Ici- 
ences; and the anfwers I gave to all the queftions 
he made, as thev arole upon feveral fubjeCts, were 
a fund of convcrfation not to be exliaulted. But I 
(hall here only let down the fubftance of what 

palTed between us concerning my own country, re- 
1 ducing 
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ducing it into order as well as I can, without an j 
regard to time or other circuinftances, while I 
ftri^Hy adhere to truth My only concern is, that 
I (hall hardly be able to do juftice to my mailer’s 
arguments and expreflions, which mult needs fuffer 
by my want of capacity, as well as by a translation 
into our barbarous Englifh. 

In obedience therefore to his honour’s com¬ 
mands, I related to him the revolution under the 
Prince of Orange ; the long war with France en¬ 
tered into by the faid Prince, and renewed by his 
fuccdior the prefent Queen, wherein the greateft 
powers of Chriftendom were engaged, and which 
ftill continued: I computed, at his requeft, that 
about a million ofyr.hoos might have been killed in 
the whole progrefs of it; and perhaps a hundred 
or more cities taken, and five times as many fhips 
burnt or funk. 

He afked me, what were the ufual caufes or mo¬ 
tives that made one country go to war with ano¬ 
ther I anfwered they were innumerable ; but I 
fhould only mention a few' of the chief. Some¬ 
times the ambition of princes, who never think 
they have land or people enough to govern. Some¬ 
times the corruption of minifters, who engage their 
matter in a war, in order to ttifle or divert the cla¬ 
mour of the fubje&s againft their evil adminiftra- 
tion. Difference in opinions hath coft many mil¬ 
lions of lives: tor inftance, whether JieJh be bread* 
or bread be JieJh ; whether the juice of a certain 
berry be blood or wine * ; whether whiftling be a 
vice or a virtue f ; whether it be better to kijs a 
pojl, or throw it into the fire % ; what is the beft 
colour for a coat* whether black , white , red , or 
grey; and whether it (hould be long or Jbort , nar¬ 
row or wide , dirty or clean , with many more **. 

* Tranfubfhnmtion. f CHurch-mufic. J Kitting a crofs. 

** The colour and make of facrcd veflments, and different or¬ 
ders ot Popiih ccckfiaftks. 


Neither 
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Neither are any wars fo furious and bloody, or of 
fo lone continuance, as thofe occafioned by diffe¬ 
rence in opinion, efpecially if it be in things indif¬ 
ferent. . . 

Sometimes the quarrel between two princes is to 
decide, which of them (ball dilpoffefs a third of 
his dominions, where neither of them pretend to 
any ri<dit. Sometimes one prince quarrelleth with 
another, for fear the other fliould quarrel with 
him. Sometimes a war is entered upon becauie 
the enemy is too ftrong ; and fometimes becauie he 
is too weak. Sometimes our neighbours want the 
things which we have, or have the things which 
we want-, and we both fight, till they take ours, 
or give us theirs. It is a very juihfiable caufe of a 
war, to invade a country after the people have 
been wafted by famine, deftroyed by peftileuce, or 
embroiled by factions among themfelves. It is 
juftifiable to enter into a war againft our nearett 
ally, when one of his towns lies convenient for us, 
or a territory of land, that would render oui do¬ 
minions round and compact. If a prince fends 
forces into a nation, where the people are poor 
and ignorant, he may lawfully put the half of them 
to death, and make flaves of the reft, in order to 
civilize and reduce them from their barbarous way 
of living. It is a very kingly, honourable, and 
frequent practice, when one prince defires the al- 
fiftance of another to lecure him againft an mva- 
fron. that the affiftant, when he hath driven out 
the invader, iliould feize on the dominions himielt, 
and kill, imprilon, or banilh the prince he came 
to relieve. Alliance by blood, or marriage, is a 
frequent caufe of war between princes; and the 
neater the kindred is, the greater is their dilpofm- 
on to quarrel: poor nations are hungry, and neb 
nations are proud : aqd pride and hunger will ever 
be at variance. For thefe reafons the trade of a 
Jildier is held the molt honourable of all others; 
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becaufc a foldier is a yahoo hired to kill in cold 
blood as many of his own fpecics, who have never 
offended him, as pofiibly he can. 

There is likewifc a kind of beggarly princes in 
Europe, not able to make war by themfelves, who 
hire out their troops to richer nations, for fo much 
a day to each man; of which they keep three- 
fourths to themfelves, and it is the bell part of 
their maintenance ; fucli are thofe in many northern 
parts of Europe. 

What you have told me (faid my matter) upon 
the fubjeft of war, does indeed difeover mod ad¬ 
mirably the eftefts of that reafon you pretend to : 
however it is happy that the Jhame is greater than 
the danger ; and that nature hath left you utterly 
incapable of doing much mifehief. For, your 
mouths lying flat with your faces, you can hardly 
bite each other to any purpofe, unlefs by content. 
Then as to the claws upon your feet before and be¬ 
hind, they are fo ihort and tender, that one of 
ou r yahoos would drive a dozen of yours before 
him. And therefore in recounting the numbers 
of thofe who have been killed in battle, I cannot 
but think you have faid the thing rwhich is not. 

I could not forbear fhaking my head, and fmiling 
a little at his ignorance. And being no ftranger 
to the art of war, I gave him a dtfeription of can¬ 
nons, culverins, muiquets, carabines, piftols, bul¬ 
lets, powder, fwords, bayonets, battles, fieges, 
retreats, attacks, undermines, countermines, bom¬ 
bardments, fea-fights, fhips funk with a thoufand 
men, twenty thouland killed on each fide, dying 
groans, limbs flying in the air, fmoke, noife, con- 
fuiion, trampling to death under horfes feet ; 
flight, purfuit, vi&ory ; fields firewed with carca- 
fes, left for food to dogs and wolves, and birds of 
prey; plundering, dripping, ravifliing, burning 
and deftroying. And to fet forth the valour of 
my own dear countrymen, I aflured him, that I 
i had 
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had feen them blow up a hundred enem ' es at 
in a fiege, and as many in a fiup ; and beheld h 
dead bodies drop down in pieces from the clouds, 
to the great diverfion oi: the fpe&ators ^ 

I was going on to more particulars, when my 
mafter commanded me filence. He fa.d, whoever 
underftood the nature oi yahoos, might eafily be¬ 
lieve it poflible for fo vile an animal to be capaole 
of every action 1 had named, if their ftrength and 
cunning equalled their malice. But as my d.tcourie 
had increaied his abhorrence of the whole Ipecus. 
fo he found it gave him a difturbance in his mind, 
to which he was wholly a ifranger before He 
thought his ears, being ufed to iuch abominab 
words, might by degrees admit them with Ids de- 
teftation. That although he hated the yahoos oi 
this country, yet he no more blamed them 
their odious qualities, than he did a ^"^ (a b rti 
of prey) for its cruelty, or a lharp ftone for cut¬ 
ting his hoof. But when a creature, pretending 
to reafon, could be capable of fuch enormities, he 
dreaded, left the corruption of that faculty might 
be worfe than brutality itfelf. He teemed therefo e 
confident, that, inftead of reafon, we were only 

• It would perhaps be impoinble, by the moft t^oured arpiment 
or forcible eloquence, to .hew the abfurd >n >.h.ce aud homd e u ty 
of war foeffeaua.lv, as by this fimple « h " ^ 

light. With war, including every fpecies ot iniqui iy■ * * 

of deftruftion, we become familiar by degrees, " . 

which are feldom examined, becaufe 1 Xte V er U impJeft. 

which the mind implicitly receives and ictains whate P 

Thus it happens, that when one 

luft, we ftiudder ; but when one man murders applaud, 

his vanity, we approve and we zdmuc y we difeover with 

If, when this and the preceding pages are iC > - n h j ftorv 

aftonirtiment, that, when the lame eve™ h v ^ couU not tit 

we felt no emotion, and acquiefced in wa and can ied on hy 

know to have been commcnced f fu h debaling his 

fuch means i let not him be «nfu«*1 »« t fcrVil ,; on by 

SsSsSesrttKi'aiM 

arts by which they arc deftroyed. oofTdfiid 

VOL. V. C c perjvucu 
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poffefied of fome quality fitted to increafe our na¬ 
tural vices; as the reflection from a troubled dream 
returns the image of an ill fhapen body, not only 
larger but more difforied. 

He added, that he had heard too much upon the 
fubjc£t of war, both in this, and fome former dif- 
courfes. There was another point, whi:h a little 
perplexed him at prefent, I had informed him, that 
fome of our crew left their country on account of 
being ruined by law ; that I had already explained 
the meaning of the word; but he was at a lofs how 
it fliould come to pals, that the law, which was in¬ 
tended for every man’s prefervation, fhouid be any 
man’s ruin. Therefore he ddired to be farther fatis- 
fisd what I meant by law, and the difperifers there¬ 
of, according to the prefent praftice in my own 
country : becaufe he thought nature and reafon 
were fufficient guides for a realonable animal, as 
we pretend to be, in (hewing us what we ought to 
do, and what to avoid. 

1 affined his honour, that law was a fcience, in 
which I had not much converfed, further than by 
employing advocates in vain upon fome injuftices 
that had been done me ; however I would give him 
all the fatisfatffion I was able. 

I faid, there was a fociety of men among us bred 
up from theiryouth in the art of proving, bywords 
multiplied for the purpofe, that white is bbick, and 
black is white , according as they are paid *. To 
this fociety all the red of the people are flaves. For 
example, if my neighbour hath a mind to my cow, 
he hires a lawyer to prove that he ought to have my 
cow from me. I muff then hire another to defend 
my right; it being againft all rules of law, that any 
man fliould be allowed to fpeak for himfelf. Now 
in this cafe I, who am the right owner, lie under 
two great difadvantages; firft, my lawyer, being 

* As in every eanfe council are feed on both fides, it cannot be pre¬ 
ceded, that this account is much exaggerated. 

praftifed 
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pra&ifed al.noft from his cradle in defending falfe- 
hood, is quite out of his element, when he would be 
an advocate for juftice, which is an unnatural o - 
Ice he always attempts with great. aukwardneft. 
not'with ill-will. The fecond difadvantage is, th 
” v lawyer muft proceed with great caution, or elle 
he will be reprimanded by the judges, an a . ° rre 
hv his brethren, as one that would leflln the piac 
Se of the aw And therefore I have but two 
methods to preferve my cow. The firft ,s to gain 
over my adverfary’s lawyer with a double tee , 
will then betray his client, by infinuating that he 
hath juftice on his tide. The tecond way ts, for my 
lawyer to make my caufe appear as unjuft as he 
ru . 1 v allowing the cow to belong to my aJ\tria- 
ry •’ and this, i*it be Ikilfully done, will certainly 
be 1 peak the favour of the bench. Now your ho¬ 
nour is to know, that thefe judges are^perfon ap¬ 
pointed to decide all controverfies of propery^as 

well as for the trial of criminals, and p 

thit I have known lome ot them xetuie a ur 
bribe from the fide where juftice lay, rather tha 
injure the faculty, by doing any thing unbecom 0 

a th/. n^npril realon of mankind. Incic, unu 
ke UK, P™l»c= as aui.n.K, 

to juftify the mod iniquitous opinions, and th 
indies never fail of directing accordingly. _ . 

»«» *» cirs»mte«s»hKh 
Vj» C 2 
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tfrc not to the purpofir. For inftance, in the cafe 
already mentioned : they never defirc to know what 
claim or title my adverlary hath to my cow; but 
whether the cow were red or black; her horns long 
or lhort; whether the field I graze her in be round 
or fquare ; whether fhe was milked at home or a- 
broad; what diieafes lhe is fubjeft to, and the 
like ; after which they confult precedents, adjourn 
the caul'e from time to time, and in ten, twenty, or 
thirty years come to an iffue. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that this fociety hath 
a peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no 
other mortal can underhand, and wherein all their 
laws are written, which they take fpecial care to 
multiply; whereby they have wholly confounded 
the very effence of truth and falfhood, of right and 
wrong; fo that it will take thirty years to decide, 
whether the field left me by my anceftors for fix 
generations, belong to me or to a flranger three 
hundred miles off. 

In the trial of perfons accufed for crimes againft 
the ft are, the method is much more fhort and com¬ 
mendable : the judge firft lends to found the difpo- 
lltion of thofe in power, after which he can eafily 
hang or fave a criminal, ftri&ly prefervkig all the 
due forms of law. 

Here my mafter interpofing, faid it was a pity, 
that creatures endued with fuch prodigious abilities 
of mind, as thefe lawyers, by the delcription 1 gave 
of them, mud certainly be, were not rather encou¬ 
raged to be inftruftors of others in wifdom and 
knowledge. In anfwcr to which I affured his ho¬ 
nour, that, in all points out of their own trade, 
they were ufually the moft ignorant and ftupid ge¬ 
neration among us, the moft defpicable in common 
converfation, avowed enemies to all knowledge and 
learning, and equally difpofed to pervert the gene¬ 
ral realon of mankind in every other fubjeft of 
difcouife as in that of their own proreffion. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 

A continuation of the flute of England under Queen 
Anne. ‘I he character of a firjl mintjler of fate tn 
European courts. 

M Y matter was yet wholly at a lofs to unckr-^ 
ftand, what motives could incite this race ot 
lawyers to perplex, dikpiiet, and weary them leives 
and engage in a confederacy of mjuftice, merely for 
the fake of injuring their fellow-animals ; neither 
could he comprehend what I meant in faying, they 
did it for hire. Whereupon I was at much pains 
to deferibe to him the ufe of money, the matenals 
it was made of, and the value of the metals; that 
when a yahoo had got a great fore of this precious 
fubftence, he was able to purchafe whatever he had 
a mind to, the fineft clothing, the nobleft houles, 
great tratts of land, the moft coftly meats and 
drinks; and have his choice of the moft beaut ful 
females. Therefore, ftnee money alone was able 
to perform all thefe feats, our yahoos though they 
could never have enough of it to fpend, or to lave, 
as they found themlelves inclined from their natu¬ 
ral bent either to profufion or avarice, lhat the 
rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man s la¬ 
bour, and the latter were a thouiand to one in pro¬ 
portion to the former. That the bulk of our peo¬ 
ple were forced to live miferably, by labouring every 
day for fmall wages, to make a few live plenti¬ 
fully. I enlarged myfclf much on thefe and many 
other particulars to the fame purpofe : but his ho¬ 
nour was ftill to feek ; for he went upon a fuppo- 
fition, that all animals had a title to their fhare m 
the production of the earth, and efpecially thole 
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who prefitlcd over the reft. Therefore he defired 
I would let him know, what thefe coftly meats 
were, and how any of us happened to want them. 
Whereupon I enumerated as many forts as came 
into my head, with the various methods of drefllng 
them, which cou'd not be done without lending 
veflels by fea to every part of the world, as well for 
liquors to drink, as for fauces, and innumerable 
other conveniences I allured him that this whole 
globe of earth muft be at leaft three times gone 
round, before one of our better female yahoos 
could get her breakfaft, or a cup to put it in. He 
faid that muft needs be a miferablc country, which 
cannot furnilh food for its own inhabitants. But 
what he chiefly wondered at was, how I'uch vail 
rafts of ground, as I defcribed, fhould be wholly 
without frefh water, and the people put to the nc* 
ccftity of fending over the fea for drink. I replied, 
that England (the dear place of my nativity,) was 
computed to produce three times the quantity of 
food, more than its inhabitants are able to confume, 
as well as liquors extrafted from grain, or prefled 
out of the fruit of certain trees, which made excel¬ 
lent drink ; and the fame proportion in every other 
convenience of life. But in order to feed the lux¬ 
ury and intemperance of the males, and the vanity 
of the females, we fent away the greateft part of 
our necefiary things to other countries, from 
whence we in return brought the materials of dif- 
cafes, folly, and vice, to fpend among ourfelves. 
Hence it follows of neceftity, that vaft numbers of 
our people are compelled to feek their livelihood by 
begging, robbing, ftealing, cheating, pimping, flat¬ 
tering, fuborning, forfwearing, forging, gaming, 
lying, fawning, heftoring, voting, lcribling, ftar- 
gazing, poifoning, whoring, canting, libelling, 
free-thinking, and the like occupations : every one 
of which terms I was at much pains to make him 
underftand. 


That 
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That wine was not imported among us from fo¬ 
reign countries to fupply the want of water, or 
other drinks, but becaufe it was a fort of liquid 
which made us merry, by putting us out o. our 
fenfes, diverted all melancholy thoughts, begat wild 
extravagant imaginations in the brain, railed oui 
hopes, and banilhed our fears; impended every 
office of reafon for a time, and deprived us of the 
ufe of our limbs, till we fell into a profound fleep : 
although it mult be confeffed that we always awa¬ 
ked fick and difpirited; and that the ufe of this 
liquor filled us with difeafes, which made our lives 

uncomfortable and ffiort *• - 

But be fide s all this, the bulk of our people lup- 
ported themfelves by furniffiing the necefiuies or 
conveniences of life to the rich, and to each other 
For inftance, when I am at home, and dreScd as l 
ought to be, I carry on my body the workmanfhip of 
an hundred tradefmen ; the building and furniture 
of mv houfe employ as many more, and live units 

the number to adorn my wife. 

I was going on to tell him of another fort of peo¬ 
ple, who get their livelihood by attending the lick, 
having upon fome occafions informed his honoui 
that many of my crew had died of dileales. But 
here it was with the utmoft difficulty, that 1 brought 
him to apprehend what I meant. He could eahly 
conceive, that a Houyhnhnm grew weak and heavy 
a few days before his death, or by lome accident 
might hurt a limb: but that Nature, who works 
all things to perfeaion, ffiould fuffer any pains to 
breed in our bodies, he thought •impoffible, and 
defired to know the reafon of fo unaccountable an 
evil I told him, we fed on a thouland things, 
which operated contrary to each other ; that we eat 
when we were not hungry, and drank without the 

• This account excites ideas of drunkennefs, very different from 
thnfe which are concciv.d under the terms by which is E ene.ally 

exprefled. provocation. 
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provocation of thirft; that we fat whole nights 
drinking ftrong liquors without eating a bit, which 
difpofed us to (loth, inflamed our bodies, and pre¬ 
cipitated or prevented digeftion. That proftitute 
female yahoos acquired a certain malady, which 
bred rottennefs in the bones of thofe who fell into 
their embraces; that this and many other difeafes 
were propagated from father to fon ; fo that great 
numbers come into the world with complicated ma¬ 
ladies upon them : that it would be endlcfs to give 
him a catalogue of all difeafes incident to human 
bodies; for they could not be fewer than five or fix 
hundred fpead over every limb and joint; in fliort, 
every part, external and inteftine, having difeafes 
appropriated to itfelf. To remedy which there was 
a fort of people bred up among us in the profeflion, 
or pretence, of curing the fick. And becaufe 1 had 
fome ikill in the faculty, I would, in gratitude to 
his honour, let him know the whole my fiery and 
method, by which they proceed. 

Their fundamental is, that all difeafes arife from 
repletion ; from whence they conclude, that a great 
trvacuation of the body is nccefiary either through 
the natural pnflage, or upwards at the mouth. 
Their next bulincis is from herbs, minerals, gums, 
oils, (hells, falts, juices, fea-weed, excrements, 
barks of trees, ferpents, toads, frogs, fpiders, dead 
mens flefh and bones, birds, beafis, and fithes, to 
form a compofition for fmcll and tafte the moft 
abominable, naufeous, and deteftable, they can 
pofiibly contrive, which the ftomach immediately 
reje&s with loathing; and this they call a vomit : 
orelfe from the fame fiore-houfe, with fome other 
poifonous additions, they command us to take in 
at the orifice above or below (jufi as the phyfician 
then happens to be difpofed,) a medicine equally 
annoying and difguftful to the bowels; which, re¬ 
laxing the belly, drives down all before it; and this 
they call a purge or a clyjlcr . For Nature (as the 
2 phyficians. 
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phyficians allcdge.) having intended the ruperior 
anterior orifice only for the lntromiffion ot loluis 
and liquids, and the inferior poftcnor for cation; 

thefe artifts ingenioufly cqnfider.ng that .n aU d 

eafes Nature is forced out of her leat, tl.eieto 
replace her in it, the body mull be treated_ in. a 
manner direftly contrary, by interchanging th- ule 
of each orifice" forcing" folids and liquids in at the 
-ind making evacuations at the mouth. 
Butbtfiteteal difcafo. we .re fubjefl .0 mny 
ih.c“ re only Imagery. 

have invented imaginary cures: theie hate tneiru 
veral names, and I'o have the drugs that are piopei 
for them; and -i* thefe our female yahoos are 

al '(3ne oreat'excellency in this tribe is their fkill at 
prognoftics, 1 Xein "they feldom fail; their pre- 
diaions in real difeafes, when they rife to any de¬ 
gree of malignity, generally po. tend ng deau . 
which is always in their power, when recovery is 

not • and therefore, upon any unexpected fignsot 
amendment after they have pronounced thorfij- 
tence rather than be acculed for falfe prophets, 
they know how to approve their fiigacity to th- 

world by a feafonable dofe. . , , 

They are likewife of fpecial ufe to hufband and 
wives who are grown weary ot their mates: to el- 
left tons, to great minifters of ftate. and often to 

Pr, Ihad formerly upon occafion difeourfed withmy 
mailer upon the nature of government in general, 
and particularly of our own excellent conft.tutmm 
defe rvedly the wonder and envy ot the l 

workk But having here accidentally mentioned a 

miniller of Hate, he commanded me fome time 
tcr to inform him, what fpecies of yahoo I particu- 

^t^ tlm a fir ft or chief minuter of ftate, 
Vol.V. d 
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creature wholly exempt from joy and grief, love 
and hatred, pity and anger; at lcaft makes ufe of 
no other pafllons, but a violent defire of wealth, 
power, and titles ; that he applies his words to all 
ufes, except to the indication of his mind ; that he 
never tells a truth but with an intent that you 
mould take it for a lie; nor a lie, but with a defign 
that you fhould take it for a truth ; that thofe lie 
fpeaks worft of behind their backs, are in the fureft 
way of preferment; and whenever he begins to 
praife you to others, or to yourfelf, you are from 
that day forlorn. 1 he worft mark you can receive 
is a piomife, efpecially when it is confirmed with 
an oath; after which every wife man retires, and 
gives over all hopes. 

There are three methods, bv which a man may 
rife to be chief minifter. The'firft is, by knowing 
how with prudence to difpofe of a wife, a daugh^ 
ter, or a After ; the fecond, by betraying or under¬ 
mining his predecellor; and the third is, by a furious 
zeal in public aficmblies againfl the corruptions of the 
court. But a wife prince would rather choofe to em¬ 
ploy thofe, who pra£tife the laft of thefe methods • 
becaufe fuch zealots prove always themoft obfequi- 
ous and fubfervient to the will and pafllons of their 
mafter. That thefe miniflers, having all employ 
ments at their difpofal, preferve themfelves in 
power, by bribing the majority of a fenate or great 
council; and at laft by an expedient, called an a£i 
e f indemnity, (whereof I delcribcd the nature to 
him,) they fecure themfelves from after-reckon¬ 
ings, and retire from the public, laden with the 
fpoils of the nation. 

The palace of a chief minifter is a feminary to 
breed up others in his own trade: the pages, lac- 
quies, and porter, by imitating their mafter, become 
minifters ot ftate in their feveral diftridb, and learn 
to excel in the three principal ingredients, of info- 
knee, lying, and bribery. Accordingly they have 

a fubaltern 
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a fubaltern court paid to them by perfons of the 
beft rank ; and fometimes, by the force of dexterity 
and impudence, arrive, through feveral gradations, 
to be fucceffor to their lord. 

He is ufually governed by a decayed wench, or 
favourite footman, who are the funnels through 
which all graces are conveyed, and may properly 
be called, in the laft refort, the governors of the 
kingdom. One day in difcourfe, my mafter having 
heard me mention the nobility of my country, was 
plcaled to make me a compliment, which I could 
not pretend to deferve : that he was fure 1 muft 
have been born of fome noble family, becaufe I fat 
exceeded in lhape, colour, and cleanlmefs, all the 
yahoos of this nation, although I feemed to fail in 
Length and agility, which mutt be imputed to my 
different way of living from thofe other brutes ; and 
befides I was not only endued with the faculty of 
jpeech, but likewife with fome rudiments of realop 
to a degree, that with all his acquaintance I paffed 

for a prodigy. , „ , 

He made me obferve, that among the Houyh- 
nhnms, the white, the forrel, and the iron> grey, 
were not fo exactly lhaped as the bay, the dapple 
crey, and the black; nor born with equal talents 
of mind, or a capacity to improve them ; and there¬ 
fore continued always in the condition of fervants, 
without ever afpiring to match out of their own 
race, which in that country would be reckoned 
monftrous and unnatural. , 

I made his honour my moll humble acknow¬ 
ledgements for the good opinion he was pleafed to 
conceive of me ; but allured him, at the lame time, 
that my birth was of the lower fort, having been 
born of plain honeft parents, who were juft able to 
pive me a tolerable education ; that nobility among 
us was altogether a different thing from the idea he 
had of it; that our young noblemen are bred from 
their childhood in idlenefs and luxury; that, as 

D d 2 * ocm 
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foon ns years will permit, they confume their vi¬ 
gour, and contract odious difeafes among lewd fe¬ 
males; and when their fortunes are almoft ruined, 
they marry fome woman ot mean birth, difagreea- 
ble perfon, and unfound conftitution, merely for 
the lake of money, whom they hate and defpife. 
That the productions of fitch marriages are gene¬ 
rally fcrophulous, rickety, or deformed children ; 
by which means the family fcldom continues above 
three generations, uniels the wife takes care to pro¬ 
vide a healthy father among her neighbours or do- 
medics, in order to improve and continue the breed : 
That a weak difeafed body, a meagre countenance, 
and fallow complexion, are the true marks of no¬ 
ble blood ; and a healthy robuft appearance, is fo 
difgraceful in a man of quality, that the world 
concludes his real father to have been a groom, or 
a coachman. The imperfections of his mind run 
parallel with thofe of his body, being a compofjtion 
of Iplccn, duinefs, ignorance, caprice, fenfuality, 
and pride. 

Without the confent of this illuftrious body, no 
law can be cnaCted, repealed, or altered ; and thefe 
nobles-have like wife the decilions of all our poffef- 
iions, without apoeal. 






C Ii A P. VII. 

The author's great love of his native country . His 
majlers obfervations upon the conftitution and ad¬ 
ministration of England , as deferibed by the author 
with parallel cafes and comparifons. His maftor s 
obfervations upon human nature . 

HTHK reader may be difpofed to wonder, how I 
A could prevail on myfelf to give a true reprefenta- 

tion 
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tion of my own fpecics among a race of mortals, who 
are already too apt to conceive the vileft opinion 
of human kind from that intire congruity betwixt 
me and their yahoos. Hut I muft freely confefs, that 
the many virtues of thofe excellent quadrupeds, pla¬ 
ced in oppofue view to human corruptions, had io 
far opened my eyes, and enlarged my underhand- 
in®, that I began to view the aftions and pallions 
ot man in a very different light; and to think the 
honour of my own kind not worth managing; 
which belidcs it was impoflible for me to do before 
a perfon of fo acute a judgement as my mafter, who 
daily convinced me ot a thoufand faults in mylelt, 
whereof I had not the leaft perception before, and 
which with us would never be numbered even a- 
mong human infirmities. I had likewise learned 
from his example an utter deteftation ot all talle- 
hood or dilguile ; and truth appeared (o amiable to 
me, that I determined upon lacrificing every thing 

Let me deal fo candidly with the reader as ^to 
confefs that there was a much ftronger motive .or 
the freedom I took in my reprefentation of things. 
Iliad not been a year in this country, before I con¬ 
tracted fuch a love and veneration for the inhabi¬ 
tants, that I entered on a firm refolution never to 
teturn to human kind, but to pafs the reft of my 
life among thefe admirable Houyhnhnms in the 
contemplation and practice of every virtue, where 
I could have no example or incitement to vice. But 
it was decreed by fortune, my perpetual enemy, that 
fo great a felicity lhould not fall to my ffiare. How- 
ever, it is now Tome comfort to reflect, that, m 
what I faid of my countrymen, I extenuated their 
faults as much as I durft before fo ft rift an exami¬ 
ner ; and upon every article gave as favourable a 
turn as the matter would bear. For indeed who is 
there alive, that will not be fwayed by his byals and 
partiality to the place of his birth. 


I have 
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I have related the fubftance of feveral convcrfa- 
tions I had with my mafter, during the greateft 
part of the time 1 had the honour to be in his fer- 
vice; but have indeed, for brevity’s fake, omitted 
much more than is here fet down. 

When I had anfwcred all his queftions, and his 
curiofity feemed to be fully fatisfied, he fent for me 
one morning early, and commanding me to fit down 
at fome diftance (an honour which he had never be¬ 
fore conferred upon me), he faid, he had been very 
feriouflyconlldering my whole ftory, fo far as it re¬ 
lated both to myfelf and country : that he looked 
upon us as a fort of animals, to whofe fhare, by 
what accident he could not conjecture, fome final! 
pittance of reafon had fallen, whereof we made no 
other ufe, than by its afllftance to aggravate our na¬ 
tural corruptions, and to acquire new ones, which 
nature had not given us : that we difarmed ourfclves 
of the few abilities fhe had be/lowed ; had been 
very fuccefsful in multiplying our original wants, 
and feemed to fpend our whole lives in vain endea¬ 
vours to fupply them by our own inventions. That 
as to myfelf it was manifeft, 1 had neither the 
ltrength or agility of a common yahoo \ that I walk¬ 
ed infirmly on my hinder feet; had found out a 
contrivance to make my claws of no ufe or defence, 
and to remove the hair from my chin, which wa 9 
intended as a fhelter from the fun and the weather. 
Laftly, That I could neither run with fpced, nor 
climb trees like my brethren (as he called them), the 
yahoos in this country. 

That our inftiiutions of government and law were 
plainly owing to our grofs defects in rea/on , and by 
confcquence in virtue ; becaufe reafon alone is fut- 
ficient to govern a rational creature ; which was 
therefore a character we had no pretence to chal¬ 
lenge, even from the account I had given of my 
own people : although hemanifeftly perceived, that 
in order to favour them, I had concealed many 

particulars 
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particulars, and often /aid the thing which was net. 

He was the more confirmed in this opinion bc- 
caufe he obferved, that as l agreed in every feature 
of my body with other yahoos, except where it was 
to my real difadvantage, in point of ftrengtb, fpeed 
and activity, the fhortnefs of my claws, and tome 
other particulars where nature had no part; 10 from 
the reprefentation I had given him of our lives, our 
manners, and our actions, he found as near a re'em- 
blance in the difpofition of our minds. He laid 
the yahoos were known to hate oue another, more 
than they did any different fpecies of animals; and 
the reafon ufually afligned was, the odioufnefs of 
their own fiiapes, which all could lee in the reft but 
not in themfelves. He had therefore begun to 
think it not unwife in us to cover our bodies, and 
bv that invention conceal many of our deformities 
from each other, which would elfe be hardly iup- 
portable. But he now found he had been mii- 
taken, and that the difienffions of thofe brutes 
in his country were owing to the fame caule 
with ours, as 1 had deferibed them. For if (find 
he) you throw among foe. yahoos as much food as 
would be fufficient for fifty, they will, inftead cf 
eating peaceably, fall together by the ears each fin- 
ole one impatient to have all to itfeff ; and therefore 
a fervant was ufually employed to Hand by while 
they were feeding abroad, and thofe kept at home 
were tied at a diftance from each other ; that if a 
cow died of age or accident, before a Houyhnhntn 
could fecure it for his own yahoos, thofe in the neigh¬ 
bourhood would come in herds to feize it, and then 
would enfue fuch a battle as I had deferibed, with 
terrible wounds made by their claws on both hues, 
although they feldom were able to kill one another 
for want of fuch convenient inftruments of death 
as we had invented. At oilier times the like bat¬ 
tles have been fought between the yahoos or feveral 

neighbourhoods without any vifible caufe: thofe of 
? one 
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one diftrift watching all opportunities to furprife the 
next, before they are prepared But if they find 
their project hath mifearried, they return home, 
and, for want of enemies, engage in what I call a 
civil war among themfelves. 

That in fome fields of his country there are cer¬ 
tain /hi fitng ft ones of feveral colours, whereof the 
yafoos are violently fond ; and when part of thefe 
items is fixed in the earth, as it fometimes happen- 
cih, they will dig with their claws for whole days to 
get them out; then carry them away and hide them 
by heaps in their kennels ; but ftill looking round with 
great caution, for fear their comrades Ihould find out 
their creature. My mafter faid, he could never 
difeover the reafon of this unnatural appetite, or 
how thefe hones could be of any ufe to a yahoo; 
but now he believed it might proceed from the lame 
principle of avarice, which 1 had afcribed to man¬ 
kind : that he had once, by way of experiment, 
privately removed a heap of thefe fiones from the 
place where one of his yahoos had buried it; where¬ 
upon the fordid animal, miffing his treaiure, by his 
loud lamenting brought the whole herd to the place, 
there miferably howled, then fell to biting and tear¬ 
ing the reft; began to pine away, would neither eat, 
nor deep, nor work, till he ordered a fervant pri¬ 
vately to convey the Jlones into the fame hole, and 
hide them as before ; which when his yahoo had 
found, he prefently recovered his (pints, and good 
humour, but took care to remove them to a better 
hiding-place, and hath ever fince been a very ler- 
■viceable brute*. 

My mafter farther aflured me, which I alfo cb- 
feivcd myfelf, that in the fields where the Jkining 
jtones abound, the fierceft and moft frequent battles 
are fought, occalioned by perpetual inroads of the 
neighbouring yahoos. 

• Nothing can be faid to make avarice a greater reproach to man- 
kind, except that it is a vice which this description will not cure. 
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He faid it was common, when two yahoos difco- 

to have fome kind of refemblance with our fuits at 

bssr&x 

was nothing that rendered the yahoos more odious, 

thins that came in their way, whether herbs roots* 
henfes the corrupted fleQi of animals, or all min- 
oled o’gether : and it was peculiar in their temper 
ffiu hey were fonder of what they could get by 
tola. a. » greater diftance, than much 

Kudt after S. nature had pointed out to 
thern'a certain r,„ that gave them a general eva- 

fiSf make 

andfchattel and'reel. id «*. and then 

“iSsS-aft. "■*• mr Vft,r. 

17 animals in this havi 

Song n°T""d""n,rafted no. by any ill treatmen. 
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they meet with, but by the naftinefs and greedinefs 
or that fordid brute. Neither has their language 
any more than a general appellation for thofe ma¬ 
ladies, wnich is borrowed from the name of the 
bead, and called hnca yahoo or th z yahoo's evif and 
the cure preferibed is a mixture of their own dung 
and urine , forcibly put down the yahoo's throat. 
1 his 1 have fince often known to have been taken 
with luccefs, and do here freely recommend it to 
my countrymen, for the public-good, as an ad¬ 
mirable Ipeciiic againft all difeafes produced by re¬ 
pletion. 

As to learning, government, arts, manufactures, 
and the like, my matter confefled, he could find 
little or no refemblance between the yahoos of that 
country and thole in ours. For he only meant to 
obferve, what parity there was in our natures. He 
had heard indeed fome curious Houyhnhnms ob- 
ferve, that in moft herds there was a fort of ruling 
yahoo (as among us there is generally fome leading 
or principal ftag in a park) who was always more 
deformed in body, and mifehievous in dfpofttion , than 
any of the rett. I hat this leader had ufually a fa¬ 
vourite as like himfelf as he could get, whofe em¬ 
ployment was to lick his majlcr's feet and pojleriors-, 
and drive the female yahoos to his kennel *; for 
which he was now and then rewarded with a piece 
of afs s fklh. This favourite is hated by the whole 
heid; and therefore to proteCf himfelf keeps al¬ 
ways near the perfon of his leader . He ufuallv con- 
ti»i*es in office, till a worfe can be found ; but the 
vcr y moment he is difearded, his fuccelTor at the 
head or ail the yahoos in that dittriCt, young and 
old, male and female, come into a body, and d£f- 
charge their excrement upon him from head to 
toot. Lut how tar this might be applicable to our 

* Flattery and pimping. 

courts 
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courts and favourites, and minijlers ofjtaie , my ma¬ 
iler laid l could bed determine. . 

I durll make no return to this malicious mfir.u- 
ation, which debafed human «nderftanding below 
the fagacity of a common hound, who hath jut g 
ment enough to didinguilh and follow the cry of 
the ahlt'Jl dog in the pack, without being eve. mil- 

ta Mvmafterto!d me there was fome qualities re. 
markable in the yahoos, which he had not oblerved 
me to mention, or at lead very {lightly, m the ac- 
coumslhad given him of humankind; he fa d, 
thofe animals, like other brutes, h|i their females 
in common ; but in this they diftei^d that the 
{he vahoo would admit the male, while ihe was 
pregnant; and that the hees would quarrel and 

fiaht with the females, as fiercely as with each o- 

fher- both with praftices were fuch degrees of in¬ 
famous brutality, as no other fcnfative creatuie e- 

' 'Another Aing he wondered at in the yahoo, was 
their drange dilpofuion to naftinefs and dirt, 
whereas there appears to be a natural love of clean- 
nefs n all other animals. As to the two former 
a "cufadons, I was glad to let them pals without 
anyTeplv, becaufe I had not a word to offer upon 
them in defence of my ipec.es, which «*e r wife 
certainly had done from my own inclinations. But 
I could' have eafily vindicated human kind from 
the imputation of tingularity upon the lall article, 
if there had been any /wine in that country (as un¬ 
luckily for me there were not), which, alihoug 11 
mav be a tweeter quadruped s a yahoo, cannot 
I humbly conceive, in judice, preten to “ 
cleanlinels; and fo his honour himfelf mud have 
owned, if he had feen their filthy way of feeding, 
and their cudom of wallowing and deeping in th> 

n 'My madcr likewife mentioned another 
Ei c 2 
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which his fervants had difcovered in feveral yahoos, 
and to him was wholly unaccountable. He faid, a 
fancy would fometimes take a yahoo to retire into 
a corner, to lie down, and howl and groan, and 
i’purn away all that came near him, although he 
were young and fat, wanted neither food nor wa¬ 
ter ; nor did the fervants imagine what could pof- 
fibly ail him. And the only remedy they found 
was to fet him to hard work, after which he would 
infallibly come to himfelf. To this I was filent, 
out of partiality to my own kind ; yet here I could 
plainly difeover the true feeds of fpleen , which only 
leizeth on the lazy , the luxurious and the rich , 
who if they w ere forced to undergo the fame regi • 
men, I would undertake for the cure. 

His honour had farther obferved, that a female 
yahoo would often ftand behind a bank or a bufli 
to gaze on the young males palling by, and then 
appear, and hide, uling many antic geftures and 
grimaces, at which time it w’as obferved that ihe 
had a moft offcnfive fmell ; and w hen any of the 
males advanced, w'ould flowly retire, looking often 
back, and with a counterfeit fhew of fear run off* 
into fome convenient place, where ihe knew the 
male would follow her. 

At other times, if a female Granger came among 
them, three or four of her own lex w ould get a- 
bout her, and ftare, and chatter, and grin, and 
fmell her all over; and then turn off, with geftures 
that Teamed to exprefs contempt and difdain. 

Perhaps my mailer might rciine a little on thefe 
{peculations, which he had drawn from w'hac he 
obferved himfelf, or had been told him by others ; 
however I could not reflect without fome amaze¬ 
ment and much forow, that the rudiments of lewd- 
nefs, coquetry, ccnfure and fcandal ihould have place 
by inltindt in womankind. 

I expected every moment, that my mafter would 
accufe the yahoos of thofe unnatural appetites in 

both 

















Chap VIII A Voyage to the Houyhnhnms. 221 

sJ--ssE 

tions of art and reafon 00 our fide ot the globe. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The author relates feveral particulars of the T^oo.; 
The creat virtues of the Houyhnhnms. The eeluca 
ttn Li exercife of their youth. :l bar general of- 

jmbly. 

A S I ou°ht to have underftood human nature 
S m„cK..er, than I fuppofd « P^'« 

,0 do, fo k was ',iy •« »F* .b' ch, 

,A er he cave of the yahoos to mytelf and my 

countrymen ; and I believed, I could yet make far¬ 
ther difcoveries from my own obfervauon. < ter 
fore often begged his honour to let me go amo g 

S ?& oifahoos in the neighbourhood to «h.ch 

he always very graciouily conlented, J )e,n S P 
would never luffer me to be corrupted by them 

not undertake i'uck adventures. 101 1 

dy told the reader, how much I was peftered^by 

thofe odious animals upon my firft arm . 

I afterwards failed very narrowly three or torn 
times of falling into their clutches, when I h*PP • 

1 liewing my Baked arms and breaft m J* 
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when my protettor was with me. At which times 
they would approach as near as they durft, and i- 
mitatc my actions after the manner of monkies, 
but ever with great figns of hatred ; as a tame jack¬ 
daw with cap and flocking is always perfecutcd by 
the wild ones, when he happens to be got among 
them. 

They are prodigioufly nimble from their infancy; 
however I once caught a young male of three years 
old, and endeavoured by all marks of tendernefs 
to make it quiet ; but the little imp fell a fqualling, 
and fcratching, and biting, with fuch violence, 
that I was forced to let it go; and it was high 
time ; for a whole troop of old ones came about 
us at the noife ; but finding the cub was fafe (for 
away it ran), and my forrel nag being by, they 
durlf not venture near us. I obierved the young 
animal s flefii to imclL very rank, and the Rink was 
fomewhat beyond a wcafel and a fox , but much 
more difagreeable. I forgot another circumftance 
(and perhaps I might have the reader’s pardon, if 
it were wholly omitted), that while I held the odi¬ 
ous vermin in my hands, it voided its filthy excre¬ 
ments, of a yellow liquid iubfiance, all over my 
cloaths; but by .good fortune there was a fmali 
brook hard by, where I walhed mvfclf as clean as 
1 could; although I duril not come into my ma- 
lter’s prefence, until 1 were fufiiciently aired. 

By what I could difeover, the yahoos appear to 
be the mod unreachable of all animals; their capa¬ 
cities never reaching higher than ro draw or carry 
bui dens. Yet I am of opinion, this defetft arifeth 
chiefly from a pervcrle, reftive difpofition : For 
they are cunning, malicious, treacherous, and re¬ 
vengeful. They are firong and hardy, but of a 
cowardly fpirir, and by confcquence infolent, ab¬ 
ject, and cruel. It is obierved, that the red-haired 
of both fexes are more libidinous and mifehievous 

than 
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than the reft, whom yet they much exceed in 
ftrength and activity. 

The Houyhnhums keep the yahoos for preient 
ufe in huts not far iron, the houfe ; but the rclt 
are fent abroad to certain fields, where they dig up 
roots, eat feveral kinds of herbs, and fearch about 
for carrion, or fometimes catch weafelsand luhimhu 
(a fort of wild rat), which they greedily devour. 
Nature hath taught them to dig deep holes with 
their nails on the fide of a riling ground, wherein 
they lie by themfelves ; only the kennels of the 
females are larger, fuflicient to hold two or three 
cubs. 

They fwim from their infancy like frogs, and are 
able to'continue long under water, where they of¬ 
ten take filb, which the females carry home to their 
young. And upon this occalion I hope the readei 
will pardon my relating an odd adventure. 

Being one day abroad with my protetftor, the 
forrel-nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I in- 
treated him to let me bathe in a river that was near. 
He confented, and I immediately ftripped myfelf 
ftark-naked, and went down foftly into the ftream. 

It happened that a young female yahoo, Handing 
behind a bank, faw the whole proceeding, and in¬ 
flamed by defire, as the nag and I conjeflured, came 
running with all fpeed, and leaped into the water 
within five yards of the place where I bathed. I 
was never in my life fo terribly frighted ; the nag 
was gazing at fome diftance, not fufpe&ing any 
harm, bhe embraced me, after a moil fulfome 
manner : I roared as loud as I could, and the nag 
came galloping towards me; whereupon file quil¬ 
ted her grafp with the utmoft reludfancy, and leap¬ 
ed upon the oppofite bank, where fhe Hood gazing 
and howling all the time I was putting on my 
cloaths. 

This was a matter of diverfion to my mailer and 
his family, as well as of mortification to myfelf. 

For 
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For now I could no longer deny, that I was a real 
yahoo in every limb and feature, llnce the females 
had a natural propenfity to me, as one of their 
own fpecies : neither was the hair of this brute of 
a red colour (which might have been fome excufe 
for an appetite a little irregular), but black as a 
floe, and her countenance did not make an appear¬ 
ance altogether fo hideous as the reA of her kind ; 
for, I think, (lie could not be above eleven years 
old. 

Having lived three years in this country, the 
reader, I fuppofe, will expeCt, that I fliould, like 
other travellers, give him fome account of the man¬ 
ners and cuAoms of its inhabitants, which it was 
indeed my principal fludy to learn. 

As thcl’e noble Houyhnhnms are endued by na¬ 
ture with a general difpofltion to all virtues, and 
have no conceptions or ideas of what is evil in a ra¬ 
tional creature; fo their grand maxim is, to culti¬ 
vate reafon, and to be wholly governed by it. Nei¬ 
ther is reafon among them a point problematical, 
as with us, where men can argue with plaulibility 
on both Cdes of a queftion ; but flrikes you with 
immediate conviction ; as it mu A needs do, where 
it is not mingled, obfeured, or difcoloured, by 
pafliou and intereft. I remember it was with ex¬ 
treme difficulty, that I could bring my maAer to 
underAand the meaning of the word opinion , or 
how a point could be difputable ; becaufe reafon 
taught us to affirm or deny only where we are cer¬ 
tain ; and beyond our knowledge we cannot do ei¬ 
ther: So that controverfles, wranglings, difpute?, 
and pofltivenefs, in falfe or dubious propofltions, 
are evils unknown among the Houyhnhnms. In 
the like manner, wheal ufed to explain to him our 
feverai fyAems of natural philofophy, he would 
laugh, that a creature pretending to reafon, fliould 
value itfelf upon the knowledge of other people’s 
conjectures, and in things where that knowledge. 
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if it were certain, could be of no life : wherein he 
a „ ree d entirely with the fentiments of Socrates, as 
Plato delivers them ; which I mention as the high- 
eft honour I can do that prince of ph.lofophers. I 
have often fince rcHcGcd. what deftru^on fuch a 
doctrine would make in the libraries of Eu. op 
and how many paths to fame would be then 

UP PricndfhTp and benevolence are the two principal 
virtues among the Hcuyhnhnms * ; and thefe not 
confined to particular objecls, but univerlal to. «hc 
whole race. For a ftranger from the lcmoidt pans 
is eouallv treated with the neareft neighbour; and 
where-ever he goes, looks upon himfelf as at home. 
Thcv urefervc decency and civility in the highett 
degree^; but arc altogether ignorant of ceremony. 
Thev have no fondnefs for their colts or foies, 
but 'the care they take in educating them proceed- 
eth entirely from the dictates of reafon N ^And i 
obferved my matter to (hew the fame atrecuon to 
hi neighbour’s iffue, that he had for h.s own 
Thcv will have it, that Nature teaches taem to 
love 'the whole fpecies, and it is reafon only that 
maketh a diftinftion of perlons, where there is a iu- 

Houyh°fc»™ produced 
one of each fex, they no longer accompany with 
their conforts, except they lole one ot then n u 

. Their virtuous quali'ics are nnly negadve; Jrr r-y. ^ 

+ We here view the pure lnlhntts or Dr > ° 

n-f; “ 

a’&es-’ts. 

P. ,63. W th Swill’s apology .or the t a.e 0: 1 
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by fome cafualty, which very feldom happens: 
but in iuclx a cafe they meet again ; or when the 
like accident befals a perfon whole wife is pall bear¬ 
ing, fome other couple bellow or* him one of their 
own colts, and then go together again until the 
mother is pregnant. The caution is neceflary to 
prevent the country from being over burdened with 
numbers. But the race of inferior Houyhnhnms, 
bred up to be fervants, is not lo ftrittly limited up¬ 
on this article; thefe are allowed to produce three 
of each fex to be domellics in the noble families. 

In their marriages, they are exactly careful to 
choofe fuch colours as will not make any difagree- 
ablc mixture in the breed. Strength is chiefly va¬ 
lued in the male, and comelinefs in the female; not 
upon the account of love, but to preferve the race 
from degenerating ; for where a female happens to 
excel in ftrength, a confort it chofen with regard 
to comelinefs. 

Courtfhip, love, prefents, jointures, fcttlemcnts, 
have no place in their thoughts ; or terms whereby 
to exprels them in their language. The young 
couple meet and are joined, merely becaule it is the 
determination of their parents and friends: it is 
what they fee done every day, and they look up¬ 
on it as one of the necdlarv actions of a realonable 
being. But the violation of marriage, or any other 
unchaftity, was never heard of; and the married 
pair pafs their lives with the fame friendfhip, and 
mutual benevolence, that they bear to others of 
the fame fpccies who come in their way; without 
jealoufy, fondnels, quarrelling, or difeontem. 

In educating the youth of both fexes, their me¬ 
thod is admirable, and highly deferveth our imita¬ 
tion. Thefe are not fuffered to tafte a grain of 
oats, except upon certain days, till eighteen years 
old; nor milk, but very rarely; and in fummer 
they gr aze two hours in the morning, and as many 
m the evening, which their parents likewife ob- 

ferve; 
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ferve • but the fervants are not allowed above half 
that time, and a great part of their grals is brought 
home, which they eat at the moll convenient 
hours, when they can be belt fpared from work. 

Temperance, induftry, exercife, and cleanlinefs, 
are the leffons equally enjoined to the young ones 
of both fexes : and my matter thought it monftrous 
in us to give the females a different kind of educa¬ 
tion from the males, except in feme articles of do- 
meftic management; whereby, as he truly obfer- 
ved one half of our natives were good for nothing 
but bringing children into the world; and to trult 
the care of our children to fuch ufelefs animals, he 
raid, was yet a greater inltancc of brutality. 

ilut the Houyhnhnms train up their youth to 
ftrength, fpeed, and hardinefs by exercifing them 
in running races up and down fteep hills, and ovet 
hard ftony grounds, and when they are all in a 
fweat, they are ordered to leap over head and ears 
into a pond or river. Four times a year the youth 
of a certain diftrift meet to Ihew their proficiency 
in running and leaping, and other feats of firength 
and anility; where the viftor is rewarded, with a 
fong in his or her praife. On this feftival the fer¬ 
vants drive a herd of yahoos into the field, laden 
with hay, and oats, and milk, for a repaft to the 
Houyhnhnms; after which thefe brutes are imme- 
diately driven back again, for fear of being noifome 

to the afiembly. . . 

Every fourth year, at the verbal equinox, there 
is a reprefentative council of the whole nation, 
which meets in a plain about twenty miles from our 
houi'e, and continueth about five or fix days. Here 
thev inquire into the ftate and condition of the le- 
veral diffricts; whether they abound, or be defici¬ 
ent in hay or oats, or cows or yahoos . and where- 
ever there is any want, (which is but feldom,) it is 
immediately fupplied by unanimous conlent and 
contribution. Here likewile the regulation of chil- 
E f 2 d rea 
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tlren is fettled : as for inftance, if a Houyhnhnm 
hath two males, he changeth one of them with an¬ 
other that hath two females : and when a child hath 
betn loft by any cafualty, where the mother is paffc 
breeding, it is determined what family in the diltricl 
ihall breed another to fupply the lofs. 



CHAP. IX. 

A grand debate at the general ajfmbly of the Hcuyh - 
hhmiDy and how it rwas determined. The learning 
oj the Houyhnhnms . Their buildings. Their man - 
tier of bwials . The defeclivenejs of their language. 

O NE of thefe grand afiemblies was held in my 
time, about three months before my depar¬ 
ture, whither my mafter went a<* the reprefentative 
of our diftricL In this council was refumed their 
old debate, and indeed the only debate that ever 
happened in their country ; whereof my mafter af¬ 
ter his return gave me a very particular account. 

The queftion he debated was, whether the ya¬ 
hoos fhould be exterminated from the face of the 
eart h. One of the members for the affirmative, 
offered feveral arguments of great ftrength and 
weight; alledging, that as the yahoos were the molt 
filthy, noilome, and deformed animal which Na¬ 
ture ever produced, fo they were the moft reftive 
and indocile, mifehievous, and malicious: they would 
privately fuck the teats of the Houyhnhnms cows, 
kill and devour their cats, trample down their oats 
and grals, if they were not continually watched ; 
and commit a thouland other extravagancies. He 
took notice of a general tradition, that yahoos had 
not been always in their country ; but that, many 
ages ago, two of thefe brutes appeared together 

upon 
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upon a mountain ; whether produced by the heat 
of the fun upon corrupted mud and fl.me, 01 from 
the ocze and froth of the fea, was never known. 
that thefe yahoos engendered, and tneir biood, 1 
a ffiort time, grew fo numerous as to over run and 
infeft the whole nation : that the Houyhnhnms, to 
get rid of this evil, made a genera hunting, and at 
faft inclafed the whole herd; and, deftioying the 
cider, every Houyhnhnm kept two young ones m 
a kennel, and bought them to fuch a degree of 
tamcnefs, as an animal fo favage by nature can be 
capable of acquiring; uiing them for draught and 
carriage: that there feemed to be much truth m 
this tradition, and that thofe creatures cou.d not be 
rlnbni.mjhy , or aborigines of the land,) becaufe of 
the Violent hatred the Houyhnhnms, as well ai aU 
other animals, bore them; which, although the 
evil difpofition fufficiently deftrved, could net er 
have arrived at fo high a degree, .t they had been 
Aborioines; or eife they would have long fince 
been touted out: that the inhabitants, taking a 
fan y to ule the fervice of the yahoos, had very 
imprudemlv neglected to cultivate the breed of al- 
^ which 'are a comely animal, eaffiy kept, more 
tame and orderly, without any oftenfive fmell, 
ftrong enough for labour, although they yield to 
the odaer in ability of body; and, d their braying 
be no agreeable found, it is far preferable to the 

horrible bowlings of the yahoos. 

Several others declared their feniunents to the 
fame purpofe, when my mafter propofed an expe¬ 
dient to the aflembly, whereof he h^ jndeed bor¬ 
rowed the hint from me. He approved of the tra 

dition mentioned by the honourable member, who 

fpoke before ; and affirmed, that the two yahoos 
Hid to be the firft then among them, had been 

driven thither over the fea ; that, coming to land, 
and being forfaken by their companions, they ie 

tired to the mountains, and, degenerating y ■ 
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grees, became in procefs of time much more fa- 
vage, than thofe of their own fpecies in the coun¬ 
try from whence thele two originals came. The 
reafon Q f tliis aflenion was, that he had now in 
his poffdlion a certain wonderful yahoo, (meaning 
myfclf,) which moft of them had heard of, and ma¬ 
ny of them had leen. He then related to them, 
how he fii ft found me : that my body was all co¬ 
vered with an artificial compofure of the (kins and 
hairs of other animals : that I fpolce in a language 
of my own, and had thoroughly learned theirs : 
that I had related to him the accidents which 
brought me thither ; that, when he faw me without 
my covering, 1 was an exatt yahoo in every part, 
only of a whiter colour, lefs hairy, and with ftiort- 
cr claws. He added, how I had endeavoured to 
perfuade him, that, in my own and other coun¬ 
tries, the yahoos acted as the governing, rational 
animal, and held the Houyhnhnms in iervitude : 
that lie obftrved in me all the qualities of a yahoo, 
only a little more civilized by lome tin&ure of rea¬ 
fon ; which however was in a degree as far inferior 
to the Houyhnhnin race, as the yahoos of their 
country were to me : that, among other things, I 
mentioned a cuftom we had of caftrating Houyh¬ 
nhnms when they were young, in order to render 
them fame; that the opeiation was eafy and fafe; 
that it was no lliame to learn wifdom from brutes, 
as induftry is taught by the ant, and building by the 
fwallow, (for fo I tranflate the word lyhannh , al¬ 
though it be a much larger fowl): that this invent 
tion might be pratftifed upon the younger yahoos 
here, which, befides rendering them tra&able and 
litter for ule, would in an age put an end to the 
whole fpecies without deftroying life : that, in the 
mean time, the Houyhnhnms lhould be exhorted 
to cultivate the breed of alTcs, which, as they are 
ail ldpccts more valuable biuies, lo they have 
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this advantage, to be fit for fervice at five years old, 
which the others are not till twelve. 

This was all my matter thought fit to tell me at 
that time, of what paffed in the grand council. But 
he was pleafed to conceal one particular, which re¬ 
lated perfonallv to myfelf, whereof I foon felt tlic 
unhappy effect, as the reader will know in its pro¬ 
per place, and from whence I date all the fucceed- 
ing misfortunes of my life. 

The Houyhnhnms have no letters, and contc.- 
quently their knowledge is al) traditional. But there 
happening few events of any moment among a peo¬ 
ple lb well united, naturally difpofed to every vir¬ 
tue, wholly governed by rcafon, and cut off from 
all commerce with other nations; the hiftorical 
part is eafily preferved without burdening their 
memories. I have already obferved, that they aie 
fubiett to no difeafes, and therefore can have no 
need of phylicians. However, they have excellent 
medicines compofed of herbs, to cure accidental 
bruifes, and cuts in the paftern or frog of the root 
by lharp Hones, as well as other maims and hurts 
in the feveral parts of the body. r 

They calculate the year by the revolution or the 
fun and the moon, but ufe no fubdivifions into 
weeks. They are well enough acquainted with the 
motions of thofe two luminaries, and underhand 
the nature of eclipfes; and this is the utmoft pio- 
erefs of their aftronomy. 

In poetry they muff be allowed to excel all ouier 
mortals; wherein the juttnefs of their iimilies, and 
the minutenefs as well as exaftnefs of their delcnp- 
tions, are indeed inimitable. Their verbs abound 
very much in both of thefc ; and ufually contain 
either fome exalted notions of friendlhip and bene¬ 
volence, or the praifes of thofe, who were yictois 
in races and other bodily exerciles. L heir buildings, 
although very rude and limple, are not inconveni¬ 
ent, but well contrived to defend them trom all m- 
? junes, 
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juries of cold and heat. They have a kind of tree, 
which at forty years old ioofcns in the root, and 
falls with the firll ftorm ; it grows very fl rait, and 
being pointed like (lakes, with a (harp ftone (for 
the Houyhnhnms know not the ufe of iron,) they 
(lick them ereft in the ground about ten inches, 
afunder, and then weave in oat-ftraw, or fome- 
titnes wattles, betwixt them. The roof is made af¬ 
ter the fame manner, and fo are the doors 

The Houyhnhnms ufe the hollow part, between 
the pattern and the hoof, of their fore-feet, as wc 
do our hands, and this with greater dexterity than 
I could at full imagine, I have fcen a white mare 
of our family thread a needle, (which I lent her on 
purpofe,) with that joint. Tlit'y milk their cows, 
reap their oats, and do all the work which requires 
hands in the fame manner. They have a kind of 
hard flints, which, by grinding againfl: other 
flones, they form into inftruments, that ferve in- 
fkead of wedges, axes, and hammers. With tools 
made of thefe flints they likewife cut their hay, and 
reap their oats, which there grow naturally in fe- 
vcral fields : the yahoos draw home the /heaves in 
carriages, and the fcrvants tread them, in certain 
covered huts, to get out the grain, which is kept 
in (lores. They make a rude kind of earthen and 
wooden vefleis, and bake the former in the fun. 

If they can avoid cafualties, they die only of old 
age, and are buried in the obfeureft places that can 
be found, their friends and relations txprefiing nei¬ 
ther joy nor grief at their departure ; nor does the 
dying perfon difeover the leaft regret that he is 
leaving the world, any more than if he were re¬ 
turning home from avifitto one of his neighbours. 
I remember, my matter having once made an ap¬ 
pointment with a friend and his family, to come to 
his houfe upon fome affair of importance, on the 
day fixed, the miftrefs and her two children came 
very late; flie made two excufes, firft for her huf- 
2 band. 
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band, who, as (he faid, happened that very morn- 
in? to Ihuuwnh. The word is ftrongly expreffive in 
their language, but not ealily rendered into Lng- 

lifh ; kligniCies to retire to hisJi’ji mother. Her ex- 

cufe for not coming iooner was, that her hulband 
dying late in the morning, the was a good whi e 
confulting her fervants about a convenient place 
where his body fliould be laid ; and I °bferved jhe 
behaved herfelf at our houfe as chearfully as the 
tell : Ihe died about three months after. 

They live generally to feventy, or leventy-five 
years, very feldom to fourfeore : lome weeks before 
their death, they feel a gradual deeay; but without 
pain. During this time they are much v ' fll , e< L.^[ 
their friends, becaufe they cannot go abroad with 
their ufual eafe and fatisfadhon. However, about 
ten days before their death, which they feldom fail 
in computing, they return the vifits that have been 
made them, by thofe who are neareft in the neigh 
bourhood, being carried in a convenient fledg 
drawn by yahoos; which vehicle they ufe, not on¬ 
ly upon this occafion, but when they grow °“* "P* 
on long journies, or when they are lamed by y 
accident. And therefore when the dying Houyh¬ 
nhnms return thofe vifits, they take a foiemn leave 
of their friends, as if they were going » fo “* ““ 
mote part of the country, where they defigned to 
oafs the reft of their lives. , - . 

P I know not whether it may be worth obferving, 
that the Houyhnhnms have no word in their lan¬ 
guage to exprefs any thing that is evil, except wh 
they borrow from the deformities or ill qualities 0 
theVhoos. Thus they denote the tolly of a fer- 
vant y , an omifiion of a child, a (tone that cuts their 
feet, a continuance of foulorunlealonab e weather, 
and the like, by adding to each the epithet ot ya¬ 
hoo. For inftance, hhnm yahoo, whnahom yaho„ 
ynlhmndviihlma yahoo, and an ill-contuve aou e, 
ynholmhnmrohlnvj yahoo. ij 

Vol. V. G g 1 cou ‘ a 
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I could with great pleafure enlarge farther upon 
the manners and virtues of this excellent people; 
but intending in a fliort time to publifh a volume 
by itfelf, exprcfly upon that fubjeft, I refer the 
reader thither. And, in the mean time, proceed 
to relate my own fad cataftrophe. 

CHAP. X. 

The author's economy and happy lift among the Houyh - 
hnhnms. His great improvement in virtue by con - 
verfmg with them. Their converfations . The au¬ 
thor hath notice given him by his wafer, that he 
??iuf depart from the country . He falls into a fwoon 
for grief ; but fubmits . He contrives and finifhes 
a canoe by the help of a fellow-jervant, and puts to 
feci at a venture . 

T HAD fettled my little ceconomy to my own 
A heart’s content. My mailer had ordered a room 
to be made for me after their manner, about fix 
yards from the houfe ; the fides and floors of which 
i plaiAcred with clay, and covered with rufh-matts 
of my own contriving; I had beaten hemp, which 
there grows wild, and made of it a fort of ticking: 
this I filled with the feathers of leveral birds I had 
taken with fpringes made of yahoos hair, and were 
excellent food. I had worked two chairs with my 
knife, the lorrel-nag helping me in the grofler and 
more laborious part. When my cloaths were worn 
to rags, I made myfelf others with the fkins of rab¬ 
bets, and of a certain beautiful animal about the 
lame fize, called nnuhnoh , the lkin of which is co¬ 
vered with a fine down. Of thefe I alfo made 
very tolerable dockings. I foaled my Ihoes with 
wood, which I cut from a tree, and fitted to the 

upper- 
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1 a with water or eat with my bread. r*o 

SSLfSS^ v.rif, ,h, "*.'***5 X, 
ims. That Nature is very eafily falsified , and, 
ncce/Tity is the mother of invention. “I 0 ? 1 v j 
feet health of body, and tranquillity of mind, 
did not feel the treachery or inconi'tancy of a fnen , 
nor 'the injuries of a fecret or open enemy. I bad 
no occafion of bribing, flattering, or n q. 

mmmm 

to’watch my words and a£hons, or foige accu 

%% SBKET »o 

penfive^w^ivesT S a o 0 r ^P^ e,S ^ r °^f^^”nVify °roar- 

nominate over-bearing, quarrelfomp, noiiy, ro. 

?nc empty, conceited, fweaiing companions n 

coundrels railed from the dull upon the merit : of 

their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account of 
their virtues; no lords, fidlers, judges, or dancing- 

m fhad the favour of being admitted to feveral 
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afk me queftions, and receive my anfwers. I had alfo 
fometimes the honour of attending my mailer in 
his vifits to others. I never prefumed to fpeak, 
except in anfwer to a queflion ; and then I did it 
with inward regret, becaufe it was a lofs of fo much 
time for improving myfelf: but I was infinitely de¬ 
lighted with the Ration of an humble auditor in 
fuch conventions, where nothing palled but what 
was ufeful, expreffed in the feweft and meft ligni- 
ficant words: where (as I have already faid,) the 
greateft decency was obferved without the leaft de¬ 
gree of ceremony ; where no perfon fpoke without 
being pleafed himfclf, andpleafing his companions; 
where there was no interruption, tedioufnefs, heat, 
or difference of fentiments. They have a notion, 
that when people are met together, a fhort lilence 
doth much improve converfation : this I found to 
be true ; for during thofe little intermiffions of talk, 
new ideas would arife in their minds, which very 
much enlivened the difeourfe. Their fubject are 
generally on friendfhip and benevolence, on order 
and ceconomy; fometimes upon the vilible opera¬ 
tions of nature, or ancient traditions; upon the 
bounds and limits of virtue ; upon the unerring 
rules of reafon, or upon fome determinations to be 
taken at the next great afiembly; and often upon 
the various excellencies of poetry. I may add, 
without vanity, that my prefence often gave them 
lufhcient matter for difeourfe, becaufe it afforded 
my mailer an occafion of letting his friends into 
into the hiftory of me and my country, upon which 
they were all pleafed to dcfcant in a manner not 
very advantageous to human kind ; and for that 
rea'on I fhall not repeat what they faid; only I may 
be allowed to obferve, that his honour, to my great 
admiration, appeared to underfland the nature of 
yahoos much better than myfelf. He went through 
all our vices and follies, and difeovered many 
which I had never mentioned to him, by only fup- 
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pofing what qualities a yahoo of their country, wit h 
a fmall proportion of reafon, might be capable ot 
exerting; and concluded, with too much probabi¬ 
lity, how vile, as well as miferable, fuch a creature 

““ freely confefs, that all the little knowledge I 
have of any value, was acquired by the ledtures 1 
received from my mafter, and from hearing the 
difeourfes of him and his friends; to which I lhould 
be prouder to liften, than to diftate to the greatelt 
and wifeft affembly in Europe. I admired the 

ftrength, comelinels, and ipeed of the inhabitants ; 

and fuch a conftellation of virtues, in fuch amiable 
perfons, produced in me the higheft veneration. 
At firft indeed I did not feel that natural awe, 
which the yahoos and all other animals bear to¬ 
wards them : but it grew upon me by degrees, much 
fooner than I imagined, and was mingled with a 
refpedful love and gratitude, that they would conde¬ 
scend to diftinguifli me from the reft of my fpecies. 

When I thought of my family, my friends, my 
countrymen, or human race in general, I confider- 
ed them as they really were, yahoos in iliape and 
diipofuion, perhaps a little more civilized, and qua- 
. lifted with the gift of l'peech ; but making no other 
ufe of reafon, than to improve and multiply thole 
vices, whereof their brethren in this country had 
only the {hare that Nature allotted them. When 
I happened to behold the reflexion of my owu 
form in a lake or a fountain, I turned away my 
face in horror and deteftation of myfelf; and could 
better endure the fight of a common yahoo than ot 
my own perfon. By converfing with the Houyh- 
nhnms, and looking upon them with delight, 1 tell 
to imitate their gate and gefture, which is now 
crown into an habit; and my friends often tell me 
in a blunt way, that I trot like a horfe ; which how¬ 
ever I take for a great compliment : neither ihall 1 
difown, that in ipeaking l am apt to fall into the 

voice 
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voice and manner of the Houyhnhnms, and hear 
myfelf ridiculed on that account without the leaft 
mortification. 

In the midfl of all this happinefs, and when I 
looked upon myfelf to be fully fettled for life, my 
matter fcnt for me one morning a little earlier than 
his ufual hour. I obferved by his countenance, that 
he was in fome perplexity, and at a lofs how to be¬ 
gin what he had to fpeak. After a fhort ttlence, 
he told me, 'he did not know how I would take 
what he was going to fay; that in the laft general 
aflembly, when the affair of the yahoos was entered 
upon, the reprefentatives had taken offence at his 
keeping a yahoo (meaning myfelf,) in his family, 
more like a Houyhnhnm, than a brute animal. 
That he was known frequently to converfe with 
me, as if he could receive fome advantage or plea- 
fure in my company : that fuch a practice was not 
agreeable to reafon or nature, or a thing ever heard 
of before among th^m. The aflembly did therefore 
exhort him either to employ me like the reft of my 
fpecies, or command me to fwim back to the place 
from whence I came: That the fir ft of thefe expe¬ 
dients was utterly rejected by all the Houyhnhnms, 
who had ever feen me at his houfe or their own : 
for they alledged, that becaufe I had fome rudi¬ 
ments of reafon, added to the natural praviry of thofe 
animals, it was to be feared, I might be able to feduce 
them into the woody and mountainous parts of the 
country, and bring them in troops by night to de- 
ftroy the Houyhnhnms cattle, as being naturally of 
the ravenous kind, and averfe from labour. 

My matter added, that he was daily preffed by 
the Houyhnhnms of the neighbourhood to have 
the affembly’s exhortation executed, which he could 
not put off much longer. He doubted it would be 
impofllble for me to Iwim to another country ; and 
therefore wifhed I would contrive fome fort of ve¬ 
hicle refembling thofe I had defcribed to him, that 

might 
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might carry me on the fea : in which work I 
fhould have the afiiltance of his own fervants, as 
well as thofe of his neighbours. He concluded, 
that, for his own part, he could have been content 
to keep me in his lervice as long as I lived; becaule 
he found I had cured myfelf of fotne bad habits 
and difpofuions, by endeavouring, as far as my in¬ 
ferior nature was capable, to imitate the Hoyulin- 

I fhould here obferve to the reader, that a de¬ 
cree of the general airembly in this country is exprel- 
fed by the word bnblfioyn, which fignifies an exhortati¬ 
on as near as I can render it; for they have no concep¬ 
tion how a rational creature may be compelled, butonly 
advifed, or exhorted ; becaule no perfon can diio- 
bey reafon without giving up his claim to be a ra- 

tional creature. , . r . 

I was ftruck with the utmoft grief and defpa.r at 
my matter's difcourfe : and being unable to iup- 
port the agonies I was under, I fell into a fwoon at 
his feet: when I came to myfelf, he told me, that 
he concluded I had been dead (for thefe people are 
fubieft to no fueh imbecilities of nature) I anlwered, 
in a faint voice, that death would have been too great 
an happinefs; that although I could not blame the 
affembly’s exhortation, or the urgency of his friends; 
yet, in mv weak and corrupt judgement, I thought 
it might conlift with reafon to be lefs rigorous: that 
I could not fwim a league, and probably the near- 
eft land to theirs might be diftant above an hun¬ 
dred : that many materials neceffary for making a 
fmali veffel to carry me off, were wholly wanting 
in this country, which however I would attempt in 
obedience and gratitude to his honour, although 1 
concluded the thing to be impoffible, and therefore 
looked on myfelf as already devoted to deft tuition . 
that the certain profpeit of an unnatural death was 
the leaft of my evils : for iuppohng I fhould elcape 

with life by fomc ftrange adventure, how could i 

111 in 
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think with temper of palling my life among yahoos 
and relapfmg into my old corruptions for want of 
examples to lead and keep me within the paths of 
virtue : that l knew too well, upon what folid rea- 
fons all the determinations of the wife Houyhnhnn f 
were founded, n t to be fhaken by arguments 
of mine, a miferable yahoo; and therefore, after 
prefenting him with my humble thanks for the 
offer of his fervants afiiftance in making a vel- 
fel, and defiring a reafonable time for fo difficult a 
work, I told him 1 would endeavour to preferve a 
wretched being; and if, ever I returned to Eng¬ 
land, was not without hopes of being ufeful to my 
own fpecies, by celebrating the prailes of the re¬ 
nowned Houyhnhnms, and propofing their viitues 
to the imitation of mankind. 

My mafler, in a few words, made a very graci¬ 
ous reply, allowed me the fpace of two months to 
finifli my boat, and ordered the forrel nag, my fel¬ 
low fervant (for fo at this diftauce I may prefume 
to call him), to follow my inftru&ions ; becaufe I 
told my mafler, that his help would be fufficient, 
and I knew he had a tendernefs for me. 

In his company, my firft bufinefs was to go to 
that part of the coalt, where my rebellious crew 
had ordered me to be fet on fhore. I got upon a 
height, and looking on every fide into the fea, fan 
cied I faw a fmall Ifl.ind towards the N. E. 1 took 
out my pocket-glafs, and could then clearly diffin- 
guifli it about five leagues off, as I computed ; but 
it appeared to the forrel nag to be only a blue cloud 
for as he had no conception of any country befide 
his own.fo he could not be asexpert in diftinguifh- 
ing remote objtdls at fea, as we who fo much 
converfe in that element. 

After I haddifeovered this ifland, Iconfidered no 
farther; but refolved, it fliould, if pofflble, be the 
firft place of my banifhment, leaving the confe- 
quence to fortune. 
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I returned home, and conlulting with the forrel- 
nac, we went into a copl'e at feme didance, where 
I Jith my knife, and he with a (hort flint, fattened 
very artiticially after their manner to a wooden han- 
dlcf cut down feveral oak-wattles, about the thick- 
nefsof a walking-daff, and feme larger pieces. But 
I lliall not trouble the reader with a particulai des¬ 
cription of my own mechanics ; let it fufike to 
fay that in fix weeks time, with the help of the 
forrel nag, who performed the parts that require 
mod labour, 1 finifhed a fort of Indian canoe, but 
much larger, covering it with the ik.ns of yahoos 
well ditched together with hempen thi eads of y 

own making. My fail was hkewife compofed of 
the fkins of the fame animal; but I made ufe of 
the youngeft I could get, the older being too tough 
and thick; and I likewife provided tnyfelf with four 
paddles. 1 laid in a dock of boiled fielh, of iab 
bets and fowls; and took with me two veflels, one 
filled with milk, and the other with water. 

1 tried my canoe in a large pond near my maf- 
ter’s houfe, and then correfted in it what was arails; 
fiopping all the chinks with yahoo s tallow, till I 
found it daunch and able to bear me and my 
freight. And, when it was as complete as I could 
noffibly make it, I had it drawn on a carnage very 
eently by yahoos to the fea-fide, under the condudf 
of rhe forrel-nag, and another fervant. 

When all was ready, and the day came for my 
departure, I took leave of my mader and lady, and 
thi whole family, mine eyes flowing with tears, and 
my heart quite funk with grief. But his honour, 
out of curiofity, and perhaps (if I may fpeak. it 
without vanity), partly out of kmdnefs, was de er- 
mined to fee me in my canoe; and got ,^ vera 
his neighbouring friends to accompany him. 1 was 
forced 8 to wait above an hour for the tide, and then 
'obferving the wind very fortunately bearing toward, 
the Bland to which I intended to deer my courfe I 
Vol. V. H h ‘O 01 ' 
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took a fccond leave of my mafter: but, as I was 
going to proftrate myfelf to kifs his hoof, he did 
me the honour to raife it gently to my mouth. I 
am not ignorant how much I have been cenfured 
for mentioning this lad particular, Detractors are 
pleafed to think it improbable, that fo illultrious 
a perlon Ihould defeend to give fo great a 
mark of diflinCtion to a creature fo inferior as 
I. Neither have I forgotten how apt fome travel¬ 
lers are to boaft of extraordinary favours they have 
itceived. But, if thefe cenfurers were better ac¬ 
quainted with the noble and courteous difpolition 
of the Houyhnhnms, they would foon change their 
opinion. 

I paid my refpeefs to the reft of the Houyhnhnms 
in his honour’s company ; then getting into 
my canoe, I puihed off from ihore. 

CHAP. XI. 

The author s dangerous voyage. He arrives at New 
Holland, hoping to fettle there. Is wounded with 
an arrow by one of the natives. Is feized and car - 
ritd by force into a Portguczc JJjip. The great ci¬ 
vilities of the captain. The author arrives at Eng¬ 
land. 

T BEGAN this defperate voyage on February i 
j 714-13, at (j o’clock in the morning. The 
wind was very favourable ; however I made ufe at 
fir ft only of my paddles ; but confidei ing I fhould 
foon be weary, and that the wind might chop a- 
fcout, I ventured to fet up my little fail; and thus, 
with the help of the tide, I went at the rate of a 
IcaLue and a half an hour, as near as I could guefs. 
My matter and his friends continued on the fhore, 

till 
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till I was almoft out of fight; and I often heard 
the fond nag (who always loved me) crying o. t 

tv£ y° k ’- T*. «*« >»r “ lf 

8 “mt '‘deign was, if poffible, » difcover fonre 
fmall ifland uninhabited, yet iufficient by nry 
hour to furnith me with the necefiar.es of l.fe 
which I would have thought a greater happ.nels 
than to be firft minifter in the pohteft court o 
Europe; fo horrible was the idea I conceived of 
returning to live in the fociety, and under the 
nov^rnmant of yahoos. For, in inch a fohtude as 
1 defired, I could at leaft enjoy my own thoughts, 
and refleft with delight on the virtues of thofc ini¬ 
mitable Houyhnhnms, without any opportune 
degenerating into the vices and corruptions oc y 

° The reader may remember what I related, when 
my crew confpired again It me, and confine 
w my cabbin t How I continued there feve.a 
weeks 7 without knowing what courfe we t° 0 k ; and 
when I was put a flrore in the long boat, how .he 
failors told me with oaths, whether true or fal.e, 
that they knew not in what part of the world we 
were However, I did then believe us to be about 
ten decrees foutlrward of the Cape of Good Hope, 
or about 45 degrees louthcrn latitude, as I gatbe.cd 
fromfomVgeneral words 1 overheard among them 
bZo I fuppofed to the fouth-eaft in their intended 
vovage to Madagafcar. And although this were 
but Tittle better than conje&ure, yet I relo.ve to 
fleer my courfe eafl-ward. hoping to reach the 
Inn dr -weft coafl of New Holland, and perhaps 
le £„d as I deftreo lvioS ”«d»"d »' “• 

The wind was full wed. and, by its in the e«','ng, 

1 romouted I had gone eafl-ward at leaft eighteen 

lc.v’ues • when I fpieda very i'mali ifland about half 
league off, which 1 i'oon reached. It was nothing 
but^a toek I.i.h one creek na,orally arched b^the 
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force of tempers. Here I put in my canoe, and 
climbing a part,of- the rock, I could plainly dif- 
cover land to the eaft, extending from fouth to 
north. I lay all night in my canoe ; and repeating 
my voyage early in the morning, I arrived in feven 
hours at the fouth-eaft point of New Holland. 
This confirmed me in the opinion I have long en¬ 
tertained, that the maps and charts place this coun¬ 
try auleaft three degrees more to the eaft than it 
really is ; which thought I communicated many 
years ago to my worthy friend, Mr. Herman Moll, 
and gave him my reafons for it, although he hath 
rather chofen to follow other authors. 

I faw no inhabitants in the place where I landed, 
and being unarmed, 1 was afraid of venturing far 
into the country. I found fome fhell fifti on the 
fliore, and eat them raw, not daring to kindle afire 
for fear of being difeovered by the natives. I con¬ 
tinued three days feeding on oyfters and limpits, to 
fave my own provifions ; and I fortunately found 
a brook of excellent water, which gave me great 
relief. 

On the fourth day, venturing out early a little 
too far, I faw twenty or thirty natives upon a 
height, not above five hundred yards from me. 
They were fiark*naked, men, women, and chil¬ 
dren, round a fire, as 1 could difeover by the fmoke. 
One of them fpied me, and gave notice to the reft ; 
five of them advanced towaids me, leaving the wo¬ 
men and children at the fire I made what hafte 
I could to the fliore, and getting into my canoe, 
ihoved off: the lavages observing me retreat, ran 
after me; and, before 1 could get far enough into 
the fea, difeharged an arrow, which wounded me 
deeply on the infide of my left knee (1 fhall carry 
the mark to my grave). I apprehended the arrow 
might be poifoned, and paddling out of the reach 
of their dans (being a calm day) I made a fhift to 
luck the wound, and drefs it as well as 1 could. 

I was 
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I was at a lofs what to do. for I durft not return 
to the fame landing place, but flood to the north, 
and was forced to paddle; for the wind, though 
very gentle, was againft me, blowing north weft. 
As 1 was looking about for a fecure landing-place, 

1 law a fail to themorth north eaft, which appear¬ 
ing every minute more vifible, I was in fome doubt 
whether I Ihould wait for them or no ; but at lift 
my deteftation of the yahoo race prevailed; and 
turning my canoe, I failed and paddled together 
to the louth, and got into the fame creek from 
whence 1 fet out in the morning, chufing rather to 
trull myl'elf among thel'e Barbarians, than live 
with European yahoos. I drew up my canoe as 
dole as I could to the fliore, and hid myfclf behind 
a none by the little brook, which, as I have alrea¬ 
dy faid, was excellent water. 

The (hip came within half a league of this creek, 
and fent out her long boat with vefiels to take in 
frelh water (for the place, it feems, was very well 
known) ; but l did not obferve it, till the boat was 
altnoll on fhore ; and it was too late to feek ano¬ 
ther hiding place. The feamen at their landing 
obfcrved my canoe, and rummaging it all over, 
ealily conjedured that the owner could not be far 
oft' Four of them, well armed, learched every 
cranny and lurking holes till at laft they found me 
flat on my face behind a Hone. They gazed a 
while in admiration at my ftrange uncouth drels ; 
my coat made of ikins, my wooden foaled ilioes, 
and my furred ftockings ; from whence however 
they concluded, I was not a native of the place, 
who all go naked. One of the feamen, in 1 ortu- 
gueze, bid me rife, and alked who I was. I un- 
derftood that language very well, and getting upon 
my feet, faid I was a poor yahoo bamfbed from 
the Houvhnhnms, and delireu they wou.d pleafe 
to let me'depart. They admired to hear me an- 

fwer them in their own tongue, and f*w, by my 

complexion, 
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complexion, 1 muft be an European; but were at 
a lofs to know what I meant by yahoos and Houy- 
hnhnms and at the fame time fell a laughing at 
my ft range tone in fpeaking, which refembled the 
neighing of a horfe. 1 trembled all the while be¬ 
twixt fear and hatred. 1 again defired leave to de¬ 
part, and was gently moving to my canoe; but 
they laid hold on me, defiling to know, what 
country I was of? whence I came ? with many o- 
ther qu* ft ions. I told them I was born in Eng¬ 
land, horn whence I came about five years ago, 
and then their country and ours were at peace. I 
therefore hoped they would not treat me as an e- 
nemy, lince I meant them no harm, but was a 
poor yahoo feeking fome delolate place where to 
pafs the remainder of his unfortunate life. 

When they began to talk, 1 thought I never 
heard or faw any thing fo unnatural; for it appear¬ 
ed to me as monftrous, as if a dog or cow fhould 
fpeak in England, or a yahoo in Houyhnhnm-land. 
The honeft Portuguefe were equally amazed at my 
Grangedrefs, and the odd manner of delivering my 
words, which however they underftood very well. 
They fpoke to me with great humanity, and faid 
they' were fure the captain would carry me gratis 
to Liibon, from whence I might return to my own 
country ; that two of the teamen would go back to 
the lhip, inform the captain of what they had feen 
and receive his orders ; in the mean time, unlefs I 
would give my folemn oath not to fly, they would 
fecure me by force. 1 thought it beft to comply 
with their propofal. They were very curious to 
know my ftorv, but I gave them very little fatis- 
fa&ion; and they all conje&ured, that my mif- 
for«unes had impaired my reafon. In two hour, 
the boat, which went loaden with veflels of waters 
returned with the captain’s command to fetch me 
on board, i fell on my knees to preferve my li¬ 
berty, but all was in vain ; and the men having 

tied 
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tied me with cords, heaved me into the boat, from 
whence I was taken iiHo the fhip, and from thence 
into the captain’s cabbin. 

His name was Pedro de Mendez ; he was a very 
courteous and generous perfon ; he intreated me 
to give fome account of myftif, and defired to 
know what I would eat or drink ; faid I fhould be 
ufed as well as himfelf, and Ipoke fo many obli¬ 
ging things, that I wondered to find fuch civilities 
from a yahoo. However, I remained filent and 
fullen ; I was ready to faint at the very fmell of 
him and his men. ' At laft I defired fomething to 
eat out of my own canoe ; but he ordered me a 
chicken, and fome excellent wine, and then di- 
refted that I fhould be put to bed in a very clean 
cabbin. I would not undrefs myfelf, but lay on 
the bed cloaihs, and in half an hour ftole out, 
when I thought the crew was at dinner, and get¬ 
ting to the fide of the fhip, was going to leap into 
the fea, and fwim for my life, rather than conti¬ 
nue among yahoos : but one of the Teamen pre¬ 
vented me, and having informed the captain, I was 
chained to my cabbin. 

After dinner, Don Pedro came to me, and de¬ 
fired to know my reafon for fo defperate an at¬ 
tempt; allured me, he only meant to do me all 
the fervice he was able,, and fpoke fo ^ery moving¬ 
ly, that at laft 1 defeended to treat him like an 
animal which had fome little portion of realon. I 
gave him a very fhort relation of my voyage; of 
the confpiracy agarnll me by my own men ; of the 
country where they fet me on fhore, and of my 
five years refidence there : Ail which he looked 
upon, as if it were a dream or a viiion, whereat I 
took great offence ; for I had quite forgot the fa¬ 
culty of lying, fo peculiar to yahoos in all coun¬ 
tries where they prefide, and confequently the di»- 
polition of iulpcdling truth in others of their own 
fpecies. I afked him, whether it were the cuftom 





248 GULLIVER’* TRAVELS. P..rt IV. 

in his country to fay the thing which was not ? I 
afliired him, I had almoft forgot what he meant 
by falfehood, and, if I had lived a thoufand years 
in Houyhnhnm-land, I fhould never have heard a 
lye from the mean eft fervant ; that I was altogether 
indifferent whether he believed me or no; but 
however, in return for his favours, 1 would give 
fo much allowance to the corruption of his nature, 
as to anfwer any obje&ion he would pleafe to make 
and then he might eafily difeover the truth. 

The captain a wife man, after many endeavours 
to catch me tripping in fonie part of my ftory, at 
laft began to have a better opinion of my veracity. 
But he added, that, lince I profeffed fo inviolable 
an attachment to truth, 1 muft give him my word 
and honour to bear him company in this vayage, 
without attempting any thing againft my life, or 
elfe he would continue me a prifoner till we arrived 
at Lifbon. I gave him the promife he required ; 
but at the fame time protefted, that I would fuffer 
the greateft hardfhips, rather than return to live 
among yahoos. 

Our voyage pafled without any confiderable ac¬ 
cident. In gratitude to the captain, I fometimes 
fat with him at his earneft requeft, and ftrove to 
conceal my antipathy againft human kind, al¬ 
though it often broke out; which he fuffered to 
pafs without obfervation. But the greateft part of 
the day 1 confined myfclf to my cabbin, to avoid 
feeing any of the crew. The captain had often in- 
treated me to ftrip myfelf of my lavage drefs, and 
offe r ed to lend me the beft fuit of cloaths he had. 
This I would not be prevailed on to accept, abhor¬ 
ring to cover myfclf with any thing that had been 
on the back of a yahoo. I only deftred he would 
lend me tv*o clean ftvr r s, which, having been 
waflv-d lince he wore them, I believed would not 
fo much detile me. Thcfe I changed every fecond 
dav, ar.d waftied them myfelf. 

2 We 
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We arrived at Lifbon, Nov. 5. 1715. At our 
lending, the captain forced me to cover myle £ 
with his cloak, to prevent the rabble from croud- 
ing about me. I was conveyed to his own houle ; 
and at my earned requeft he led me up to the 
higheft room backwards. I conjured him to con¬ 
ceal from all perfons what I had told him of the 
Houyhnhnms; becaufe the leaft hint of luch a 
ftory would not only draw numbers of people to 
fee me, but probably put me in danger of being 
imprifoned or burnt by the inquifition. The cap¬ 
tain perluaded me to accept a luit of cloaths newly 
made • but I would not l'uffer the taylor to take 
my meafure. However, Don Pedro being almoft 
of my fize, they fitted me well enough. He ac¬ 
coutred me with other neceffanes, all new, which 
I aired lor twenty-four hours, before I would ule 


The captain had no wife, nor above three fer- 
vants, none of which were differed to attend at 
meals'; and his whole deportment was fo obliging, 
added to very good human underftanding, that I 
really began to tolerate his company. He gained 
fo far upon me, that I ventured to look out o£ 
the back window. By degrees I was brought in¬ 
to another room, from whence I peeped into the 
ftreet, but drew my head back in a fright. In 
a week’s time he feduced me down to the door. I 
found my terror gradually leffened, but my hatred 
and contempt feemed to increafe. I was at la ft 
bold enough to walk the ftreet in his company, but 
kept my nole well flopped with rue, or fometimes 

with tobacco. , , , • 

In ten days, don Pedro, to whom I had given 
fome account of my domcftic affairs, put it upon 
me as a matter of honour and confidence, that I 
ought to return to my native country, and live at 
home with my wife and children. He told me, 
there was an tnglilh Ihip in the port juft ready to 
Vol. V. I * la,1 » 
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fail, and he would furnifh me with all things ne- 
ceflary. It would be tedious to repeat his argu¬ 
ments, and my contradictions. He laid it was al¬ 
together impoffible to find fuch a folitary ifland as 
I had defired to live in ; but I might command in 
my own houfe, and pals my time in a manner as 
reclufe as I pleafed. 

I complied at krft, finding I could not do better. 
I left Lifbon, the 24th day of November, in an 
Englilh merchant-man, but who was the mafter I 
never enquired. Don Pedro accompanied me to 
the lhip y and lent me twenty pounds. He took kind 
leave of me, and embraced me at parting, which I 
bore as well as I could. During this laft voyage, I 
had no commerce with the mailer, or any of his 
men; but pretending 1 was Tick, kept clofe in my 
cabbin. On the 5th of December 1715, we caft 
anchor in the Downs about nine in the morning, 
and at three in the afternoon I got fafe to my houle 
at Rotherhithe. 

My wife and family received me with great fur- 
prize and joy, becaufe they concluded me certainly 
dead ; but 1 muff freely confefs the fight of them 
filled me only with hatred, difgull, and contempt; 
and the more by reflecting on the near alliance I 
had to them. For although, fince my unfortunate 
exile from the Houyhnhnm country, I had com¬ 
pelled myfelf to tolerate the fight of yahoos, and 
to converfe with Don Pedro de Mendez, yet my 
memory and imagination were perpetually filled 
with the virtues and ideas of thofe exalted Houyh- 
lihnms. And when I began to confider, that, by 
copulating with one of the yahoo fpecies, I had be¬ 
come a parent of more, it flruck me with the ut- 
1110ft fhame, confufion, and horror. 

As foon as l entered the houfe, my wife took 
me in her arms, and kilfed me; at which, not ha¬ 
ving been ufed to the touch of that odious animal 
for fo many years, I fell into a fvvoon for almoft an 

hour. 
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hour At the time I am writing, it is five years 
fince my laft return to England * : during the fit It 
vear I could not endure my wife or children m my 
orefence: the very fmelt of them was intolerab.e , 
Luch lefs could I fuffer them .0 eat m the lame 
room To this hour they dare not ptefume 
touch my bread, or drink out of the fame cup. 
neither was I ever able to let them take me by the 
£and 1 he firft money l laid out was to buy two 
young ftone-horfes, which I keep in a good £abje, 
Ld next to them the groom is my g«ateft favour 
r_ r f ee \ mv ipints revived by the imell ne 
UC 'J L in the (table. Mv hori'es underhand me 
C T Si vel I converfe with them at lead four 

111 aW. V - ««.»*«;» 

faddle; they live in great amity with me, 
friendfhip to each other. 

, tk; . w « intended as a mark, whereby the ex aft point of time, 
r, c ','f r a a finilhed this noble and grand performance, which, 
D V„ S oh U c ft le of b ' fnend Pope, will in future ages be the 
^iSofall meV M be known to polity. Su./U 
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CHAT. XII *. 

The author's veracity . ffij z^ publifbing this 

work. His cenfure of thrfe travellers who fwerve 
from the truth The author clears h mfelffrom any 
JiniJler ends in writing. An objection anfwered. 
The method of planting colonies. His native country 
commended. Tee right of the crown to thofe countries 
deferihed by the author , is jujlificd. The difficulty 
of conquering them The author takes his lajl leave 

of the reader ; propofih his manner of living for the 
future ; gives good advice , and concludeth. 

T HUS, gentle reader, I have given thee a faith¬ 
ful hiilory of my travels for fixteen years and 
above feven months; wherein I have not been io 
ftudious of ornament as of truth. I could perhaps, 
like others, have aftonifhed thee with flrange im¬ 
probable tales; but I rather cliofe to relate plain 
matter of fa£t in the fimpleft manner aud flyle ; be¬ 
cause my principal defign was to inform, and not 
to amufe thee. 

It is eafy for us who travel into remote countries, 
which are feldom vifited by Englifhmen, or other 
Europeans, to form deferiptions of wonderful ani¬ 
mals both at fea and land. Whereas a traveller’s 

* T muft confefs, in the fpirit of candour and fincerity, that I 
heartily wifli this 12th chapter, which is, without exceDiion, the 
dulkft p tee (at leaf! that I can remember,) in his whole writings, 
were either burnt or annihilated. This indeed, like the reft of his 
critics, I could eafily have patted over unccnfured ; perhaps they never 
obferved it: and yet all that I mean by this gentle feverity, (for I de- 
fpife the reputation of a little centring critic,) is, to ihew the world, 
that I w /Uld Icorn to . ppruve, through thick and thin, the works of 
the moft approved, confummate genius, in defpite to that little know¬ 
ledge which I have endeavoured to acquire, a; a direction to my own 
taftc and judgement. Swift. 


chief 
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chief aim fhould be to make men wifer and better, 
and to improve their minds by the bad, as well as 
pood examples, of what they deliver concerning 
foreign places. 

1 could heartily with a law was enaffed, that eve¬ 
ry traveller, before he were permitted to publilh 
his voyages, fhould be obliged to make oath before 
the Lord High Chancellor, that all he intended to 
print was ablolutely true to the belt of his know¬ 
ledge ; for then the world would no longer be de¬ 
ceived, as it ufually is; while fome writers, to make 
their works pafs the better upon the public, impofe 
the grofled falfities on the unwary reader. I have 
perufed feveral books of travels with great delight 
in my younger days; but having fince gone over 
moft parts of the globe, and been able to contra¬ 
dict many fabulous accounts from my own obler- 
vation, it hath given me a great difguft againd this 
part of reading, and fome ind ; gnation to fee the 
credulity of mankind fo impudently abufed. There¬ 
fore, fince my acquaintance were plealed to think 
my poor endeavours might not be unacceptable to 
-my country, I impofed on myfelfas a maxim never 
-to be fwerved from, that I would JhiEily adhere to 
truth ; neither indeed can I be ever under the lead 
temptation to vary from it, while I retain in my 
mind the lettures and example of my noble maffer, 
and the other illuftrious Houyhnhnms, of whom 
I had fo long the honour to be an humble hearer. 

- Nec fi miferum for tuna Sinonem 

Finxit , varvum etiam , mendacemque , improha finget . 

I know very well how little reputation is to be 
got by writings, which require neither genius nor 
learning, nor indeed any other talent, except a 
good memory, or an exa<d journal. 1 know like- 
wife, that writers of travels, like dictionary makers, 
are funk into oblivion, by the weight and bulk of 
thofe who came lad, and therefore lie uppermod. 
And it is highly probable, that fuch travellers, who 
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fliall hereafter vifit the countries defcribed in this 
woik of mine, may, by detecting my errors, (if 
there be any,) and adding many new difcoveries of 
their own, juftle me out of vogue, and hand in my 
place, making the world forget that ever I was an 
author. This indeed would be too great mortifica¬ 
tion, if I wrote for fame : but as my foie intention 
was the public good, I cannot be altogether difap- 
pointcd. For who can read of the virtues I have 
mentioned in the glorious Houyhnhnms without 
being afhamed of his own vices, when he confiders 
himfelf as the reafoning, governing animal of his 
country ? I fhnll fay nothing of thofe remote nati¬ 
ons, where yahoos prefide ; amongfl which the 
leafl corrupted are the Brobdingnagians, whole 
wile maxims in morality and government it would 
be our happinefs to obferve. But I forbear del- 
canting farther, and rather leave the judicious rea¬ 
der to his own remarks and applications. 

I am not a little pleafed, that this work of mine 
can poflibly meet with no cenfurers : for what ob¬ 
jection can be made againft a writer, who relates 
only plain taCts, that happened in fuch diftant coun¬ 
tries, where we have no* the leafl interefl with re- 
fpeCt either to trade or negotiations ? I have care¬ 
fully avoided every fault, with which common 
writers of travels are often too juflly charged. Be¬ 
sides I meddle not in the leafl with any party, but 
write without paffion, prejudice, or ill-will againft 
any man, or number of men whatfoever. I write 
for the nobleft end, to inform and inflrudl man¬ 
kind, over whom I may, without breach of mo- 
defly, pretend to fome fuperioritv, from the ad¬ 
vantages I received by converfing fo long among 
the mod accomplifhed Houyhnhnms. I write with¬ 
out any view towards profit or praife I never fuf- 
fer a word to pafs, that may look like reflection, or 
poflibly give the leafl offence, even to thofe who are 
moll ready to take it. So that I hope, I may with 

juftice 
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juftice pronounce myi'elf an author perfcftly blame- 
lefs; againft whom the tribes ot anfwerers, conli- 
derers, obfervers, refle&ers, dcte&ers, remarkers, 
will never be able to find matter for exercifing their 

talents. T 

I confefs, it was whifpered to me, that 1 was 
bound in duty, as a fubjeft of England, to have 
given in a memorial to a fecretary of ltate at my 
tirft coming over ; becaufe, whatever lands arc 
difcovered by a fubjea. belong to the crown. But 1 
doubt whether our conquefts, in the countries 1 
treat of, would be as eafy as thofe of Ferdinando 
Cortez over the naked Americans. The Lilliputi- 
ans, 1 think, are hardly worth the charge Of a 
fleet and army to reduce them ; and I queltion 
whether it might be prudent or fafe to attempt the 
Brobdingnagians: Or whether an Englifh army 
would be much at their eafe with the flying ifland 
over their heads. The Houyhnhnms, indeed, ap- 
pear not to be fo well prepared for war, a icience to 
which they are perfect ftrangers, and especially a- 
cainft millive weapons. However, luppofing myfejf 
to be a minifter of ftate, I could never give my ad¬ 
vice for invading them. Their prudence, unani¬ 
mity, unacquaintednefs with fear, and their love of 
their country, would amply iupply all defeats m 
the military art. Imagine twenty ihouland or them 
breaking into the midft of an European aims, 
confounding the ranks, overturning the carriages, 
battering the warriors faces into mummy by terrible 
yerks from their hinder-hoofs ; for they wou,dwell 
deferve the character given to Augultus : Recalci- 
trat undique tutus. But inftead of proposals tor 
conquering that magnanimous nation, I rather with 
they were in a capacity, or dilpofition, to fend a 
fullicient number of their inhabitants for civilizing 
Europe, by teaching us the firft principles ot ho¬ 
nour, juftice, truth, temperance, public Ipint, for¬ 
titude, chaftity, fricndlhip, benevolence, and tide- 
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lity: the names of all which virtues are (till retain¬ 
ed among us in molt languages, and are to be met 
with in modern, as welt as ancient authors; which 
I am able to affert from my own i'mall reading. 

But I had another reafon, which made me lefs 
forward to enlarge his Majefty’s dominions by my 
diicoveries : To lay the truth, 1 had conceived a 
few Icruples with relation to the diftributive juftice 
of princes upon thole occafions. For inftance, a 
crew of pyrates are driven by a ftorm, they know 
not whither; at length a boy difeovers land from 
the top maft ; they go on Ihore to rob and plunder ; 
they tee an harmkfs people, are entertained with 
kindnefs; they give the country a new name; they 
take formal pofllffion of it for their king ; they fet 
up a rotten plank or a Hone for a memorial; they 
murder two or three dozen of the natives, bring 
away a couple more by force for a fample, return 
home, and get their pardon Here commences a 
new dominion, acquired with a title by divine right „ 
Ships are lent with the firft opportunity ; the natives 
driven out or deftroyed ; their princes tortured to 
difeuver their gold ; a free licence given to all adb of 
inhumanity and lull ; the earth reeking with the 
blood of its inhabitants : and this execrable crew of 
butchers employed in fo pious an expedition, is a 
modern co'ony , fent to convert and civilize an idola¬ 
trous and oarbarous people. 

But this dclci iption, I confefs, doth by no means 
affedt the Britifh nation, who may be an example 
to the whole world, for the wiliiotn, care, and 
juftice in planting colonies; their liberal endow¬ 
ments for the advancement of religion and learn¬ 
ing; their choice of devout and able paftors to pro¬ 
pagate Chriftianity ; their caution in Hocking their 
provinces with people of fober lives and converfa- 
tions, Irom this the mother kingdom ; their ftridl 
regard to the diftribution of juftice, in Supplying 
the civil adminiftration through all their colonies 
l with 
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with officers of the greateft abilities, utter grangers 
to corruption ; and to crown all, bv fending the 
mod vigilant and virtuous governors, who have no 
other views than the happinefs of the people oyer 
whom they prefide, and the honour ot the King 


their mailer. . . _ , , r ... 

But as thofe countries, which I have defcnbed, 
do not appear to have any defire of being conquer¬ 
ed, and enllaved, murdered or driven out by colo¬ 
nies ; nor abound either in gold, filver, fugar, or 
tobacco; I did humbly conceive, they were by no 
means proper objects of our zeal, our valour, or 
our interefl. However, if thofe, whom it more 
concerns, think it fit to be of another opinion, 1 
am ready to depofe, when 1 lhall be lawfully called, 
that no European did ever vifit thefe countries be¬ 
fore me: I mean, if the inhabitants ought to be 
believed; unlefs a difpute may arife, concerning 
the two yahoos faid to have been feen many ages 
ago upon a mountain in Houyhnhnm-land. _ 

But, as to the formality of taking poffeffion in 
my fovereign’s name, it never came once into my 
thoughts; and if it had, yet, as my affairs then 
Hood, I Ihould perhaps in point of prudence and 
felf-prefervation have put it off to a better opportu- 

Having thus anfwered the only objeftion that 
can ever be railed againft me as a traveller; I here 
take a final leave of all my courteous readers, and 
return to enjoy my own fpeculations in my httle 
cavden at Redriff; to apply thole excellent eflons 
of virtue which 1 learned among the Houyhnhnms; 
to inftrufl the yahoos of my own family, as far as 
1 ffiall find them docible animals; to behold my n- 
gurc often in a glafs, and thus, if poffible, habitu¬ 
ate myfelf by time to tolerate the fight of a human 
creature : to lament the brutality ot Houyhnhnms 
in mv own country, but always treat their perfons 
with refpect for the fake of my noble mailer, his 
VOL. V, X k family, 
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family, his friends, and the whole Houvhnhnm 
race, whom thefe of ours have the honour to re* 
femble in all their lineaments, however their intel- 
le&uals came to degenerate. 

I began Iaft week to permit my wife to fit at 
dinner with me at the fartheft end of a long table ; 
and to anfwer (but with the utmoft brevity,) the 
few queftions I aiked her. Yet, the fmell of a ya- 
hoo continuing very offenfivc, I always kept my 
nofe well (lopped with rue, lavender, or tobacco- 
leaves. And, although it be hard for a man late 
in life to remove old habits, I am not altogether 
out of hopes in fome time to fuffer a neighbour 
yahoo in my company, without the apprehenfions 
1 am yet under of his teeth or his claws. 

IVly reconcilement to the yahoo kind in general, 
might not be (o difficult, if they would be content 
with thofe vices and follies only which Nature hath 
intitled them to. I am not in the lead provoked at 
the fight of a lawyer, a pick-pocket, a colonel, a 
fool, a lord, a gamefter, a politician, a whore¬ 
monger, a phyfician, an evidence, a fuborner, an 
•attorney, a traitor, or the I ke : this is all accord¬ 
ing to the due courfe of things; but when I behold 
a lump of deformity and difeafes, both in body and 
mind, fmitten with pride, it immediately breaks all 
the meafures of my patience ; neither fhall I be ever 
able to comprehend how fuch an animal, and luch 
a vice, could tally together. The wife and virtu¬ 
ous Houyhnhnms, who abound in all excellencies 
that can adorn a rational creature, have no name 
for this vice in their language, which hath no terms 
to exprefs anything that is evil, except thofe where¬ 
by they dclcribe the deteftable qualities of their ya¬ 
hoos, among which they were not able to diftinguifh 
this of pride, for want of thoroughly underftanding 
human nature, as it fheweth itfelf in other coun¬ 
tries where that animal prefides: But I, who had 

more 
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more experience, could plainly obferve feme rudi¬ 
ments of it among the wild yahoos. 

But the Houyhnhnms, who live under the g 
vernmentof realon, are no more proud of the good 
oualities they pofftfs, than 1 fliould be for not 
wanting a leg or an arm, which no man in his wits 
would boaft of, although he muft be 
out them. I dwell the longer upon this (ubjed, 
from the delire 1 have to make the foc.e.y ol an 
Enalifh yahoo by any means not mfuppoi table , an 
therefore I here in treat thofe, who have anyone- 
ture of this abfurd vice, that they will not pielunu 
to come in my light. 

« • To mort fy pride, which indeed was noynade for man, and 

in the diminutive ftature and contemptible weaUefs of the 
Tiilioutians • in the horrid deformity of the Brobdmgnagians ; in the 
Laputians; and in .he paraHei drawn between 

° U Swift" GldWer^'adir'a, pbin.and bitter fatire, againft the in¬ 
numerable fbllie* and corruptions in law, politics, learning, morals, 
and «”« on. And without difpute thefe manifold corruptions have. 
l„ a courfe ofaees, by the refinements and glofks ot iniquitous men, 
."rived at lal w fachVngtb and effrontery, as to render it .mpoffibte 
fnr all the wit and genius that ever warmed the imagination ot a fa- 
firift to la(h them with any degree of feveiity proportioned to that 
excefs of perturbation and Iplfchief which tb<y feveral y occofion m 
X. * at circle of fociety. All therefore, which can be done by a 
fl*-eine that by nature he is appointed to aft, for the fpnee 
or feventy years, fome ridiculous filly part m this 
of thirty, 1 >, * . . corruption,) is either 10 lament, 

-’.s** 11 *; **r 

, * 1 , n( r the cfore I do preiume the more eligible cou.fe, to laugh 

v hh Democritus, at all the knaves and fools upon earth. A nd aj> 
V ' f; n l we find that Df. Swift has, in thefe travels, exerted a fort 
of ridicule and (Vi re, pointed lo diteftly againft the depravities of hu- 
_ Ic’nd and fupported with fuch an aoundance ot wit and pleafan- 
uyasind'ecdmo/e'ban perfuade us to believe, that h.s .mention was 
either to laugh vice and immorality, if it were po i.» e, qui 
the world ; or at leaf! to avenge the caufe ot virtue on all the patrons 
or abettors of iniquity. Swift* 
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A Tritical Essay upon the Faculties 
of the Mind *. 

To - 

SIR, 

4 T> E INC fo great a lover of antiquities, it was 
4 U reafonable »o fuppofeyou would be very much 
4 obliged with»any thing that was new. I have been 

• of late offended with many writers of effays and 
4 moral diicourfes, for running into ftale topics 
4 and thread bare quotations, and not handling 
‘ their fubjeft fully and clofely : all which errors 
« I have carefully avoided in the following effay, 

* which I have propofed for a pattern for young 
4 writers to imitate. The thoughts and obfervati- 
4 ons being entirely new, the quotations untouched 
‘ by others, the :ubje£t of mighty importance, and 
4 treated with much order and perfpicuity, it hath 
4 coft me a great deal of time ; and I defire you 
4 will accept and confider it as the utmoft effort of 
4 my genius.' 

P HILOSOPHERS fay, that man is a microcofm, 
or little world, refembling in miniature every 
part of the great ; and, in my opinion, the body 
natural may be compared to the body politic ; and 

if 


* This eflay will make you fmile. Orrery. 

In this piece the fp rit of ridicule is very highly difpbyed. The 
author gravely pretends, that this fubjeft is of mighty importance ; 
that his fentimenti are entirely new ; that his quotations .'re untouch¬ 
ed by others : and. above all, that he has treated his fubjecl with 

much 
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A TRITICAL ESSAY, &c. 

if this be fo how can the Epicurean’s opinion be 
true, that the univerfe was formed by a fortuitous 
concourfe of atoms ; which I will no more believe, 
than that the accidental jumbling of the letters of 
the alphabet could fall by chance into a moft inge¬ 
nious and learned treatife of philofophy. Rifum 
Uneatii amici? [Hor.] 1 his falfe opinion muft 
needs create many more ; it is like an error in the 
firffc concottion, which cannot be corrected in the 
fecond ; the foundation is weak, and whatever fu- 
perftrufture you raife upon it, muft of neceffity 
fall to the ground. Thus men are led from one 
error to another, until with Ixion they embrace a 
cloud inftead of Juno; or, like the dog in the fa¬ 
ble, lofe the fubftance in gaping at the fhadow : hor 
fuch opinions cannot cohere ; but like the iron and 
clay in the toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image, muft 
feparate and break in pieces. I have read in a cer¬ 
tain author, that Alexander wept, becaufe he had 
no more worlds to conquer; which he needed not 
have done, if the fortuitous concourfe of atoms 
could create one ; but this is an opinion fitter for 
that many headed beaft the vulgar to entertain, than 
for fo wife a man as Epicurus ; tbe corrupt part of 
his fe£t only borrowed his name, as the monkey 
did the cat’s claw to draw the cheinut out of the 

fire. . 

However, the firft ftep to the cure is to know the 
difeafe ; and though truth may be difficult to find, 


much order, fulnefs, and perfpicuity ; on which account he hath 
propofed it as a pattern for young writers to imitate, and ddires it 
may beconfidercd as the utmoft effort of his genius. Whereas, in fatt, 
the fubjert is of little importance, the fentiments are old and ftale, 
the quotations are thread ba-.e: and to complete his ridicule, he has 
treated his fubjeft in a light, carelefs, rambling, fuperficial manner, 
without order,"fulnefs, meaning, or perfpicuity : and therefore it is 
only to be confidered, like the Meditation on a Broomftick, [ Vcl. 7 
p 1041 m a farcical, fatiric light, defigned purely to expofe the folly 
and temerity of thofe brainlefs, illiterate fcribblers who are eternal¬ 
ly plaguing their contemporaries with a parcel of wild, incoherent 
ponfenfical trafh. Swift* ^ 
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bccaufe, as the philofopher obferves, (he lives in 
the bottom of a well, yet we need not, like blind 
men, grope in open day-light. I hope I may be 
allowed among lo many far more learned men to 
offer my mite, iince a ftander-by may fomedmes per¬ 
haps fee more of the game, than he that plays it. 
But I do not think a philofopher obliged to ac¬ 
count for every phenomenon in nature, or drown 
himfelf with Ariflotle, for not being able to folve 
the ebbing and flowing of the tide in that fatal fen- 
tence he paft upon himfelf, £>iiia te non capio, tu capies 
me. Wherein he was at once the judge and the crimi¬ 
nal, the accufcr and executioner. Socrates, on the 
other hand, who faid he knew nothing, was pro¬ 
nounced by the oracle to be the wifeft man in the 
world. 

But to return from this digrefllon, I think it as 
clear as any demonflration in Euclid, that nature 
does nothing in vain; if we were able to dive into 
her fecret recefles, we fhould find that the fmallcft 
blade of grafs, or moft contemptible weed, has its 
particular ufe: but flic is chiefly admirable in her 
minuteft compofitions ; the leaft and molt contemp¬ 
tible infett moft difeovers the art of nature, if 1 may 
fo call it; though nature, which delights in variety, 
will always triumph over art : and as the poet ob¬ 
ferves, 

Naturam cxpellasfurca licet , vfque recurret. Hof. 

But the various opinions of philofophers, have 
fcattered through the world as many plagues of the 
mind as Pandora’s box did thofe of the body, only 
with this difference, that they have not left hope 
at the bottom. And if truth be not fled with A ft 
trea, fhe is certainly as hidden as the fource of the 
Nile, and can be found only in Utopia. Not that 
I would refledf on thefe wife fages, which would be 
a fort of ingratitude: and he that calls a man un¬ 
grate* 



































the FACULTIES of the MIND. 263 

grateful, fums up all the evil a man can be guilty 

of. . . 

Ingratum fi dixeris omnia diets . 

But what I blame the philofophers for (though 
fame may think it a paradox), is chiefly their pride ; 
nothing lefs than an ipfe dixit , and you muft pin 
your faith on their flecve. And though Diogenes 
lived in a tub, there might be, for aught I know, 
as much pride under his rags, as in the fine-fpun 
garment of the divine Plato. It is reported of this 
Diogenes, that when Alexander came to fee him, 
and promifed to give him whatever he would afk, 
the Cynic only anfwered, “ take not from me what 
“ you canft not give me, but ftand from between 
“ me and the light which was almoft as extrava¬ 
gant, as the philofopher that flung his money into 

the fea, with this remarkable faying- 

How different was this man from the ufurer, 
who being told his fon would fpend all he had gor, 
replied, “ He cannot take more pleafure in fpend- 
ing, than I did in getting it. ,, Thefe men could 
fee the faults of each other, but not their own ; 
thofe they flung into the bag behind ; non videmus 
id manticae quod in ter go eft *. I may perhaps be 
cenfured for my free opinions by thofe carping Mo- 
mus’s whom authors worfhip as the Indians do the 
devil, for fear. They will endeavour to give my 
reputation as many wounds as the man in the alma¬ 
nack ; but I value it not ; and perhaps, like flies, 
they may buz fo oftei^ about the candle, till they 
burn their wings. They muft pardon me, if I ven¬ 
ture to give them this advice, not to rail at what 
they cannot underftand : it does but difeover that 
lelf*tormenting paffion of envy, than which the 


+ Alh’ding to the fable of Phaedrus, that Jupiter had hung over 
every man’s fhculder two fatchels, of which one hung before, and 
contained the faults of his neighbour j and the other behind, which 
contained bis own, 


greateft 
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greatcft tyrant never invented a more cruel tor¬ 
ment. 

Invidia Siculi non invenerc tyranni 
Tor went urn majus — — J u v. 

I muft be fo bold to tell my critics and witlings, 
that they can no more judge of this, than a man 
that is born blind can have any true idea of co¬ 
lours. 1 have always obferved that your empty 
vellcls found loudeft : I value their lafhes as little 
as the fea did thofe of Xerxes, when he whipped 
it. f. The utmoft favour a man can expeft from 
them is, that which Polyphemus promifed Ulyfles, 
that he would devour him the laft: they think to 
fubdue a writer as Caefar did his enemy, with a 
veni y vidiy vici. I conlefs I value the opinion of 
the judicious few, a Piyrner, a Dennis, or a W-k; 
but for the reft, to give my judgement at once, I 
think the long dilpute among the philofophers a- 
bout a vacuum may be determined in the affirma¬ 
tive, that it is to be found in a critic’s head. They 
are at beft but the drones of the learned world, 
who devour the honey, and will not work them- 
felves; and a writer need no more regard them, 
than the moon does the barking of a little fenfeleis 
cur. For, in fpight of their terrible roaring, you 
may with half an eye difeover the afis under the 
lion's fkin. 

But to return to our difeourfe : Demofthenes 
being alked what was the hrft part of an orator, 
replied, aSiion: what was the fecond, aftion : what 
was the third, atlion : and fo on ad infinitum . This 
may be true in oratory ; but contemplation in o- 
thcr things exceeds action. And therefore a wife 
man is never lefs alone, than when he is alone : 

Nunquam minus fclus t quam cum folus . 

And Archimedes, the famous mathematician, 

*f* Ti is told of XcnccS, that when the fea broke down the bridge 
of boats, which he had laid over the Hellefpont, he ordered it to be 
lalhed, and fetters to be thrown into it, 
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Jo intent upon his problems, that he never 
minded the foldier who came to kill him. There¬ 
fore, not to detraft from the juft praife that be¬ 
longs to orators, they ought to confider that na¬ 
ture, which give us two eyes to fee, and two ears 
to hear, has given us but one tongue to fpeak, 
wherein however fome do fo abound;, that the 
virtuofi, who have been fo long in fearch for the 
perpetual motion, may infallibly find it there. 

Some men admire republics, becaufe orators 
fiourifh there mod, and are the great enemies of 
tyranny : but my opinion is, that one tyrant is bet¬ 
ter than a hundred. Befides, tbc,le orators inflame 
the people, whofe anger is really but a fhort fit of 
madnels. 

Jr a furor brevis eft. - Hor. 

After which laws are like cobwebs, which may 
catch fmall flies, but let wafps and hornets break 
through. But in oratory the greateft art is to hide 
art. 

i /Irtis eft celare artem 

But this muft be the work of time ; we muft lay 
hold on all opportunities, and let flip no occafion, 
elfe we fhall be forced to weave Penelope’s web, 
unravel in the night what we l'pun in the day. 
And therefore I have obferved, that time is paint¬ 
ed with a lock before, and bald behind, fignifving 
thereby, that we muft take time (as we fay) by the 
forelock, for when it is once paft, there is no re¬ 
calling it. 

The mind of man is at firft (if you will pardon 
the expreflion) like a tabula rafa, or like wax, 
which, while it is foft, is capable of any impreffion, 
till time has hardened it. And at length death, 
that grim tyrant, flops us in the midft of our car¬ 
reer. The greateft conquerors have at laft been 
conquered by death, which fpares none, from the 
feeptre to the fpade. 

Mors omnibus communis. 

I, 1 


Vol. V. 


All 
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All rivers go to the fea, but none return from 
ir. Xerxes wept when he beheld his army, to con- 
fidcr that in lefs than an hundred years they would 
he all dead s Anacreon was choaked with a grape- 
ftone ; and violent joy kills as well as violent grief. 
There is nothing in this world conftant, but in- 
conftnncy ; yet Plato thought, that if virtue would 
appear to the world in her own native dreis, all 
men would be enamoured with her. But now, 
fince intereft governs the world, and men neglett 
the golden mean, Jupiter himfelf, if he came on 
the earth, would be defpifed, unlefs it were, as he 
did to Danae, in a golden fhower: for we nowa¬ 
days worfliip the rifing fun, and not the letting. 

Donee eris felix multos numerabis cmicos 

Thus have I, in obedience to your commands, 
ventured to expofe myfelf to cenfure in ihis critical 
age. Whether I have done right to my fubjeft 
nlu ft be left to the judgement of the learned read¬ 
er : however, I cannot but hope, that my attempt¬ 
ing of it may be an encouragement for fome able 
pen to perform it with more fuccefs. 
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Predictions for the year 1708 *• 

Wherein the month, and day of ^ 

fee down, the perfons named, and he . 

ons and events of next year particularly 
ed, as they will come to pals. 

Writun (» prevent * t‘¥< °f 

By 1S A A C BICKERSTAFF, Ef,. 

T H WE Ionsconfidered die grofs nbufe of *<1™- 

« It is faid, that the author, whM he 1jnd P j^ n gacre, 

being at a lofs what loc ’kfmith dwelt, aud found the 

obferved a fign over a houfe wn a name lotncwh.t un¬ 
name Birtrr/iu/written under tt . «h e Th,s name was 

Dub, edit . Partridee the almanack-maker, are 

S“,“ S“ .b iw»w ■■-»•• •“ 

gunge fubfifts. 0rr ‘T. a to p artr idge the almanack-maker, thofe 
In the papers relating to fartr g ... . abundance ot en- 

wh o have /ufte for mirih andhumou all that fooliffi 

tertainment They “VK ® and w ,thoUt one rag ot learning 
tribe, who fet up for f ^ 6 X he elegy on Partridge (in vol. vn. p. 

arc great pretenders to K ence. 1 “ « , bo are una cquamt- 

”04 ) can never be fuffioen.W rcl *^tever, Tt is a point worth ofe- 
rdwith thofe whimfical tra«>- remembered the fanatical 

reiving, that upon » 1 ““^poor X, longer and ,uack 
nariv ; neither would he allow a poo dcatb .bed, he had declared 

C* o« ° f «* S TndU?£££**«• »* * ^ 

himfelf a nonconfonnut, and na 
guide. Swift, L 1 ^ 
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fault upon the art, but upon thofe grofs impoftors, 
who fet up to be the artifts. I know feveral learn¬ 
ed men have contended, that the whole is a cheat ; 
that it is abfurd and ridiculous to imagine, the ftars 
can have any influence at all upon human actions, 
thoughts, or inclinations ; and whoever hath not 
bent his Rudies ‘that way, may be excufed for think¬ 
ing fo, when he fees in how wretched a manner 
that noble art 5 s treated by a few mean illiterate 
traders between us and the ftars ; who import a 
yearly ftock of nonfenfe, lyes, folly, and imperti¬ 
nence, which they offer to the world as genuine 
from the planets, though they defeend from no 
greater a height than their own brains. 

I intend in a fliort time to publifh a large and 
rational defence of this art, and therefore fhall fay 
no more in its juftification at prefent, than that it 
hath been in all ages defended by many learned 
men, and among the reft by Socrates himlelf, whom 
I look upon as undoubtedly the wifeft of uninfpir- 
ed mortals; to which if we add, that thofe who 
have condemned his art, though otherwife learned, 
having been fuch as either did not apply their ftu- 
dies this way, or at leaft did not fucceed in their 
applications ; their teftimony will not be of much 
weight to its difadvantage, fince they are liable to 
the common objection of condemning what they 
did not underftand. 

Nor am I at all offended, or do I think it an in¬ 
jury to the art, when I fee the common dealers in 
it, the Jiudents in aftrology , the philomaths , and the 
reft of that tribe, treated by wife men with the ut- 
moft fcorn and contempt ; but I rather wonder, 
when I obferve gantlemen in the country, rich e- 
nough to ferve the nation in parliament, poring 
into Patridge’s almanack, to find out the events of 
the year, at home and abroad ; not daring to pro- 
pofe a hunting match, till Gadbury or he have 
fixed the weather. 


I will 
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I will allow either of the two I have mentioned, 
or any other of the fraternity, to be not only aftro- 
lo^ers, but conjurers too, if I do not produce a 
hundredinftances in-all their almanacks to con¬ 
vince any reafonable man, that they do not fo 
much as underhand common grammar and iyntax; 
that they are not able, to fpell any word out of the 
ufual road, nor even in their prefaces to write 
common fenfe or intelligible Engltfh. Then for 
their obfervations and predictions, they aie luch 
as will equally fuit any age or country in the world. 
This month a certain great perfon will be threatened 
■with death or ftchiefs. This the news-papers will 
tell them ; for there vve find at the end of ihe year, 
that no month pafles without the death of tome 
perfon of note ; and it would be hard, if it fhould 
be otherwife, when there are at lead two thoufand 
perfons of note in this kingdom, many of them 
old. and the almanack-maker has the liberty of 
chufing the iicklieft feafon of the year, where he 
may fix his prediction. Again, this month an emi¬ 
nent clergyman will be preferred-, of which there 
may be fome hundreds, half of them with one foot 
in the grave. Then, fuch a planet in fuch a houje, 
Jhews great machinations, plots and confpiracies, that 
may in time be brought to light: after which, if we 
hear of any difcovery, the aftrologer gets the ho¬ 
nour ; if not, his prediction (till (lands good. And 
at laft. Cod preferve King William from all his open 
and fecrel enemies, Amen. When, if the King fhould 
happen to have died, the aftrologer plainly fore¬ 
told it; otherwife it paffeth but tor the pious eja¬ 
culation of a loyal fubjeft ; though it unluckily 
happened in fome of their almanaks, that poor 
King William was prayed for many months after 
he was dead, becaufe it tell out, that he died about 

the beginning of the year. 

To mention no more of their impertinent pre¬ 
dictions, what have we to do with their advertiie- 

ments 
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ments about pills and drink for the venereal difrafe ? 
or their mutual quarrels in verfe and prole of Yv hig 
and Tory, wherewith the {tars have little to do ? 

Having long obferved and lamented thefe, and a 
hundred other abufes of this art, too tedious to 
repeat, I refolved to proceed in a new way, which 
i doubt not will be to the general fatisiacbon of 
the kingdom : I can this year produce but a lpcci- 
men of what 1 defign for the future ; having em¬ 
ployed moft part of my time in adjufting and cor¬ 
recting the calculations I made lome years pa<-f, be- 
caufe I would offer nothing to the world, of which 
I am not as fully fatisfied, as that I am now alive. 
For thefe two lalt years, I have not failed in above 
one or two particulars, and thole of no very great 
moment. I exadtly foretold the mifearriage at 
Toulon, with all its particulars, and the lots of 
Admiral Shovel ; though I was miftaken as to the 
day, placing that accident about thirty-fix hours 
foonerthanit happened i but upon reviewing my 
fchemes, 1 quickly found the caufe of that error. 
I like wife foretold the battle ot Almanza to the 
very day and hour, with the lofs on both Tides, 
and the coniequences thereof. All which I fhew- 
ed to fome friends many months before they hap¬ 
pened, that is, I gave them papers fealed up, to 
open at fuch a time, after which they were at li¬ 
berty to read them; and there they found my pre¬ 
dictions true in every article, except one or two 

very minute. t 

As for the few following predictions I now offer 
the world, I forebore to publifh them, till I had 
perufed the feveral almanacks for the year we are 
now entered upon. I found them all in the uiuai 
ft rain, and 1 beg the reader will compare their 
manner with mine : and here I make bold to tell 
the world, that I lay the whole credit of my art 
upon the truth of thefe predictions *, and I will be 
content, that Partridge, and the reft of his clan, 

may 
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may boot me for a cheat and impoftor, if I fail in 
anv Angle particular of moment. I believe, any 
man who reads this paper, will look upon me to 
be at leaft a perlon of as much honelty and under- 
ftanding, as a common maker of almanacks. I do 
not lurk in the dark ; I am not wholly unknown 
in the world ; I have fet my name at length, to be 
a mark of infamy to mankind, if they ihall hnd I 

deceive them. . T 

In one point I muft delire to be forgiven, that 1 
talk, more fjparingly of ho me-affairs : as it would be 
imprudence to difcover fecrets of ftate, fo it might 
be dangerous to my perfon ; but in Imaller matters, 
and i'uch as are not of public confequence, 1 lha 1 
be very free ; and the truth of my conjectures will 
as much appear from thefe as the other. As for 
the mod lignal events abroad, in France, Flanders, 
Italy and Spain, I (hall make no fcruple to predift 
them in plain terms : 1'ome of them are of impor¬ 
tance, and I hope I Ihall fcldom miftake the day 
they will happen therefore, I think good to in¬ 
form the reader, that 1 all along make ufeor the 
old Jiyle, oblerved in England, which 1 defire he 
will compare with that of the news-papers, at the 
time they relate the a&ions I mention. 

I muft add one word mere: 1 know it hath been 
the opinion of feveral learned perfons, who think 
well enough of the true art of aftrology, that the 
liars do only incline, and not force the actions or 
wills of men : and therefore, however 1 may pro¬ 
ceed by right rules, yet I cannot in prudence fo 
confidently allure the events will follow exactly as I 

^ I hope 1 have naturally considered this otyettion, 
which in fome cafes is of no little weight. l*or ex¬ 
ample : a man may, by the influence of an over¬ 
ruling planet, be dil'poled or inclined to hilt, rage, 
or avarice, and yet by the force of reafon overcome 

that evil influence; and this was the cafe of Socra- 

tes 
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tes * : but the great events of the world, ufually 
depending upon numbers of men, it cannot be ex¬ 
pected they ihould all unite to crofs their inclinati¬ 
ons, for purfuing a general defign, wherein they 
unanimoufly agree. liefides, the influence of the 
Bars reaches to many actions and events, which are 
not any way in the power of realon ; as ficknefs, 
death, and what wc commonly call accidents, with 
many more needlefs to repeat. 

But now it is time to proceed to my predictions, 
which I have begun to calculate from the time that 
the fun enters into Aries. And this I take to be 
properly the beginning of the natural year. I pur- 
jfue diQm to the time that he enters Libra, orfome- 
what more, which is the buly period of the year. 
The remainder I have not yet adjufted, upon ac¬ 
count of feveral impediments needlefs here to men¬ 
tion : befidcs, I muft remind the reader again, that 
this is but a fpecimen of what I defign in iucceeding 
years to treat more at large, if I may have liberty 
and encouragement. 

My firA prediction is but a trifle ; yet I will men¬ 
tion it, to fhew how ignorant thole fottifh preten¬ 
ders tqaftrology are in their own concerns: it re¬ 
lates to Partridge the almanack-maker; I have con¬ 
futed theftav of his nativity by my own rules, and 
find he will infallibly die upon the * 29th of March 
next,* about eleven at night, of a raging fever; 
therefore I advife him to conlider of it, and fettle 
his affairs in time. 

The month of April will be obfervable for the 
death of many great perfons. On the 4th will die 
the Cardinal de Noailles, Archbiihop of Paris: on 

# . % - 1 ♦ 9 9 ' l r 9 • 

* A phvfiognomitt being brought by Socrates's fcholars, to exa¬ 
mine thf feature? of :heir matter, pronounced him, according to the 
rules of art, paflionate, intemperate, and libidinous ; and when he 
was reproached and derided by ;hem for a judgement fo remote from 
the truth. Socrates reicued him from heir infult, by declaring, that 
his natural difp fition was fuch as had been deferibed, before it was 
corrected by the ftudy of philofophy, 

2 the 
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the nth, the young Prince of Afturias, fon to the 
Duke of Anjou: on the .4*, a great peer of this 
realm will die at his country-houle : on the 19th, 
an old layman of great fame for learning : and on 
the 2^d, an eminent goldlmith in Lombard- ftieet. 

I could mention others, both at home and abroad, 
if I did not confider fuch events of very little ule or 
inftruction to the reader, or to the world. 

As to public affairs: on the 7 'h of this month 
there will be an infurre&ion in Dauphiny, occafi- 
oned by the opprefEon of the people, which will not 

be quieted in fome months. . th . 

On ,he Kth, will be a violent ftorm on the 
fouth-eaft coaft of France, which will deftroy many 
of their ihips and Come in the very harbour. 

The 19 th will be famous for the revolt of a whole 

province or kingdom, excepting one cuy. by which 

the'affairs of a° certain prince in the alliance will 

U May^agSnft C conimon conjectures, will be no ve¬ 
ry buiy month in Europe, but very fignal for he 
death of the Dauphin, which will happen on tl 
the ith after a fhort fit of fickneis, and grievous 
torments with the ftrangury. He dies lefs lamented 

bv the court than the kingdom. 

On the oth, a marefchal of France will break h s 
leg by a fall from his horfe. I have not been ab 
to discover whether he will then die or not 

On the nth, will begin a moft important fiegfl, 
which the eyes of all Europe will beupon. Icanno 
be more particular: for in relating aff.irs that 10 
nearly concern the confederates, and confequently 
this kingdom, I am forced to confine myfelt, 
ffvpral reafons very obvious to the reade . 
f On the 1 Sth, news will arrive of a very lurprifing 
event than which nothing could bemoreunexpeCtcff 
On the , 9 th, three noble lad.es of this kmgdom 
will, againft all expectation, prove with child, to 
the great joy of their hufbands. £ n 

Vol.V. M m 
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On the 23d, a famous buffoon of the playhonfe 
will die a ridiculous death, fuitable to his vocation. 

June. T his month will be diftinguifhed at home, 
by the utter difperfmg of thofe ridiculous deluded 
entbufiafts, commonly called the Prophets ; occafi- 
oned chielly by feeing the time come, when many 
of their prophecies ihould be fulfilled, and then 
finding thcmlelvcs deceived by contrary events. It 
is indeed to be admired, how any deceiver can be 
fo weak to forerel things near at hand, when a very 
few months mult of neceflity difeover the impofture 
to all the world ; in this point lefs prudent than 
common almanack makers, who are fo wife to 
wander in generals, and talk dubioufly, and leave 
to the reader the bufinefs of interpreting. 

On the ift of this month, a French general will 
be killed by a random ftiot of a cannon-ball. 

On the 6th, a fire will break out in the fuburbs 
of Paris, which will deftroy above a thoufand 
houfes; and feems to be the foreboding of what 
will happen, to the furprize of all Europe, about 
the end of the following month. 

On the 10th, a great battle will be fought, which 
will begin at four of the clock in the afternoon, and 
lift till nine at night with great obftinacy, but no 
very decifive event I {hall not name the place, for 
the rcafons aforefaid ; but the commanders on each 

left wing will be killed-1 fee bonfires, and hear 

the noile of guns for a vi<ftory. 

On the 14th, there will be a falfe report of the 
French king’s death. 

On the 20th, Cardinal Portocarero will die of a 
dyfentery, with great fufpicion of poifon ; but the 
report of his intention to revolt to King Charles 
will prove falfe. 

Juiy. The 6th of this month, a certain general 
will, by a glorious aftion, recover the reputation 
he loft by former misfortunes. 


On 
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On the 12th, a great commander will die a pn- 
funer in the hands of his enemies. 

On the 14th, a (hameful difeovery will be made, 
of a French Jefuit giving poilon to a great foreign 
general; and J when he is put to the torture, he will 

make wonderful difcovciics. 

In fliort, this will prove a month of great aftion, 
if I might have liberty to relate the particulars. 

£ At home, the death of an old famous fenatot 
wilt happen, on the . s th, at h,s count,y-houfe, 

toXcElnS; this month momotahlo 
n nofteritv is the death of the French king, 
L° t ^ P ,he rou'rtesnth, after a w«kV6*od, « 
Marli, which will happen on the 29th, about fix 
o’clock in the evening. It fee™.to be a« efteft of 
the gout in his ftomach, followed by a flux. Anti 

in three days after, Monfieur Chamillard will fol¬ 
low his matter, dying fuddenly of an apoplexy. 

In this month likewife an ambaffador will die in 
London * but I cannot affign the day. 

Auguft. The affairs of France will feem tofuf- 
fer no° change for a while under the Duke of Bur¬ 
gundy’s adminiftration •, but the gen««» “‘; 

mated the whole machine being gone, will be the 
”ufe of mighty turns and revolutions in the fcl ow- 
; n2 vear. The new king makes yet little change 
eithe«> in the army or the miniftry; but the hbcls 
againft his grandfather that fly about his very 

tV? anJ 

wonder in his looks, arriving by break ot day 
the .6th of this month, having travelled m three 
days a prodigious journey by landandfea. In 
evening I hear bells and guns, and lee the blazing 

° f I'young^dmh-al of noble birth does likewife this 
month gain immortal honour by a great atchte 

n,ent ‘ M m 2 The 
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The affairs of Poland are th s month entirely 
fettled: Auguftus religns his preteulions, uhich 
he had again taken up tor fome time : btaniflaus is 
peaceably poffdled of the throne ; and the king of 
Sweden declares for the hmperor. 

I cannot omit one particular accident here at 
home ; that, near the end of this month, much 
mi (chief will be done at Bartholomew fair, by the 
fall of a booth. 

September. This month begins with a very fur* 
prifing fit of frofty weather, which will laft near 
twelve days. 

The Pope having long languifhed laft: month, the 
fweliings in his legs breaking, and the fltlh morti¬ 
fying. will die on the nth inft.inr : and in three 
weeks time, after a mighty conteft, be iuccceded 
by a cardinal ot the imperial faftion, but a native 
of Tufcany, who is now about lixty one years old. 

! he French army a£fcs now wholly on the defen- 
live, ilrongly fortified in their trenches ; and the 
young French king fends overtures for a treaty of 
peace by the Duke of Mantua ; which becaufe it is 
matter of bate that concerns us here at home, I 
Hull fpeak no farther of. 

I fhall add bur one prediction more, and that in 
myitical terms, which fhall be included in a verfe 
out of Viigil. 

Alter crit jam Teihys , et altera qua vebat Argo 
Deleclos hero as. 

Upon the 25th of this month, the fulfilling of 
this prediction will be manifeft to every body 

This is the fartheft I have proceeded in my cal¬ 
culations for the prelent year. I do not pretend 
that thefeare all the great events which will happen 
in this period, but that thole I have fet down will 
infallibly come to pals. It will perhaps (till be ob¬ 
jected, why 1 have not fpoke more particularly of 
affairs at home, or of the luccefs of our armies a- 
broad, which I might, and could very largely have 

done ; 
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done ; but tbofe in power have wifely difcouraged 
men from meddling in public concerns, and I was 
refolved by no means to give the leaft offence ihis 
I will venture to lay, that it will be a glorious cam- 
paicn for the allies, wherein the Englilh forces, 
both by lea and land, will have their full lhare of 
honour : that her Majefty Queen ANNE will con- 
tinue in health and profpenty ; and that bo ill acci¬ 
dent will arrive to any in the chief mimltry. 

As to the particular events I have mentioned, the 
readers may judge by the fulfilling of them, whe¬ 
ther I am on the level with common aftrologers ; 
who, with an old paultrycant, and a few pot-hooks 
for planets, to amufe the vulgar, have, in my opi- 
nion, too long been fuffered to abufc the world: 
but an honeft phyfician ought not to be delpiied, 
becaufe there are fuch things as mountebanks. 1 
hope I have fotne lhare of reputation which 1 
would not willingly forfeit for a frolic of humour: 
and I believe no gentleman who reads this paper, 
will look upon it to be of the fame call or mould 
with the common fcribblers that are every day 
hawked about. My fortune hath placed me above 
the little regard of writing for a few pence, which 
I neither value or want: therefore let not wife men 
too haftily condemn this effay, intended for a good 
defien, to cultivate and improve an ancient art, long 
in difgrace by having fallen into mean unlkiltul 
hands' A little time will determine, whether 1 have 
deceived others or myfelf: and I think it is no very 
unreafonable requefl, that men would pleafe to lu- 
fpend their judgements till then. I was once of the 
opinion with thofe who defpife all prediaions from 
the ftars, till in the year 1686, a man of quality 
fhewed me, written in his Album *, that the mo t 

. Album is the name of a paper-book, in which it was ufual for a 
man’s fnends to write down a feniencc with their names, to keep 
them in his .emembrance. It is flill common in feme of the foreign 

unimftties. learned 
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learned aftronomer, Captain Halley, allured him, 
he would never believe any thing of the ftar’s influ¬ 
ence, if there was not a great revolution in England 
in the year 1688 Since that time I began to have 
other thoughts, and, after eighteen years diligent 
ftudy and application, I think I have no reafon to 
repent of my pains. I lhall detain the reader no 
longer, than to let him know, that the account I 
defign to give of next year's events, lhall take in the 
principal affairs that happen in Europe ; and if I be 
denied the liberty of offering it to my own country, 
I (hall appeal to the learned world, by publifliing it 
in Latin, and giving order to have it printed in 
Holland. 



The 
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The Accomplishment of the firft of Mr.- 
Bickerstaff’s Predictions. 

Being an Account of the Death of Mr. Par¬ 
tridge, the Almanack-maker, upon the 2913 
inftant *. 

In a letter to a perfon of honour. 

Written in the year 17 08 • 


Mr Lord, 

I N obedience to your Lordfhip s commands, as 
well as to fatisty my own curiofity, I have for 
fome days part enquired conftantly after Partridge, 
the almanack-maker, of whom it was foretold in 
Mr. Bickerftaff’s predictions, publifhed about a 
month ago, that he Ihould die the 29th inftant a- 
bout eleven at night, of a raging fever. I had lome 
fort of knowledge of him, when I was employed in 
the revenue, becaufe he ufed every year to preient 
me with his almanack, as he did other gentlemen, 
upon the l'corc of fome little gratuity we gave him. 
I law him accidentally once or twice about ten days 
before he died, and obferved he began very much 
to droop and languifh; though I hear his triends 
did not feem to apprehend him in any danger. 
About two or three days ago he grew ill, was con¬ 
fined firft to his chamber, and in a few hours after 
to his bed, where Dr. Cafe and Mrs. Kirlews t 
were fent for to vifit, and prefcribe to him. Upon 


* Sec an elegy on the f»ppofed de»t’n of lhirtridge, in vol. vn. p. 104. 
and thcepiraph, p. 2C7. 

f Two famon? quacks 3? that v*mc. 
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this intelligence I fent thrice every day one fervant 
or other to enquire after his health ; and yefterday, 
about four in the afternoon, word was brought 
me, that he was part hopes : upon which I prevail- 
ed with myfeff to go and fee him, partly out of 
commiferation, and, I confefs, partly out of curi- 
ofity. He knew me very well, feemed furprifed at 
my condefcenfion, and made me compliments upon 
it, as well as he could in the condition he was. The 
people about him faid, he had been for fome time 
delirious; but when I faw him, he had his undcr- 
ftanding as well as ever I knew, and fpoke ffrong 
and hearty, without any Teeming uneafinefs or con- 
ftraint. After I had told him how forry I was to 
fee him in thofc melancholy circumffances, and faid 
fome other civilities, fuitable to the occafion, I de- 
flred him to tell me freelyand ingenuoufly, whether 
the prediftions Mr. Bickerftaff had publifhed rela¬ 
ting to his death, had not too much affe&ed and 
worked on his imagination. He confefl.d, he had 
often had it in his head, but never with much ap- 
prehenfion, till about a fortnight before; lince 
which time it had the perpetual poflefiion of his 
mind and thoughts, and he did verily believe was 
the true natural cauie of his prefent diftemper : for, 
faid lie, I am thoroughly perluaded, and I think I 
have very good reafons, that Mr. Bickerftaff Ipoke 
altogether by guels, and knew no more what will 
happen this year, than I did myfelf. I told him his 
dilcourfe furprifed me; and 1 vvou:d be glad, he 
were in a ffate of health to be able to tell me, what 
reafon he had to be convinced of Mr. Bickei ftaff s 
ignorance. He replied, “ 1 am a poor ignorant 
fellow, bred to a mean trade; yet I have fenfe e- 
nough to know, that all pretences of foretelling by 
aftrology are deceits, for this manifeft reafon, be- 
caufe the wife and the learned, who can only judge 
whether there be any truth in this fcience, do all 
unanimoufly agree to laugh at and defpife it, and 
, , none 
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none but the poor ignorant vulgar give fc 
dit and that only upon the word of Inch h ly 
wretches as I and my fellows, who can hardly write 
or read.” I then a Iked him, why he had OtwcaJculmed 
his own nativity, to fee whether u agreed with Bic- 
kerftafF’s prsdi&ion ? at which he ihook hu» head, 
and l'tid “ Oh ! Sir, this is no time for jefting, but 
for forming .hole fooleries, » I do ». 

I"„ „( my heart.” “ By what I « 

l"ereotherwiie, Hho^ldhave the lefsL anlwer for. 

but leaven to the printer, who takes n out of any 
old almanack as he thinks fit j the reft was my own 
invention to- make my almanack fell, having a wit 
to maintain, and no other way to get my bread; for 
mending old fhoes is a poor livelihood -, and (added 
he fishing,) I wifh I may not have done moie mif- 
clfief by my phyfic than my aftrology; though I had 
foS gooc^ receipts from my grandmother, and my 
own compofitions were fuch, as I thought could at 

^^hld fome U mher difeourfe with hun^ whtch now 
I cannot call to mind ; and I fear 1 ha J 

tired your Lordlhip I Stall only add one tirtum- 
ftance that on his death-bed he declared Jimfelf a 
non-conformift, .and ^d a fanatic P-c-to be 

SLSfc hfri by, leaving a 

with orders to cpme immediately and » . 

near as be could, rheminute when Partridge Ihoald 
cxnicc which was not above two hours after, when 

s s » r -»«■*.» ‘r d10 

Vol. V. AN u 
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minutes after feven ; by which it is clear, that Mr. 
BickerftafF was miftaken almoft four hours in his 
calculation. In the other circumftanccs he was 
cxaCt enough. But whether he hath not been the 
caufe of this poor mans death, as well as the pre¬ 
dictor, may be very reafonably difputed. However, 
it muft be contcfled, the matter is odd enough, 
whether we fliould endeavour to account for it by 
chance, or the effeCt of imagination : for my own 
part, though 1 believe no man hath lefs faith in 
tkde matters, yet I fball wait with fome impatience, 
and not without fome expectation, the fulfilling of 
Mr. Bickerftaff’s fecond prediction, that the Car¬ 
dinal de Noailles is to die upon the 4th of April, 
and if that fliould be verified as exaCtly as this of 
poor Partridge, I muft own I fliould be wholly 
furpriied, and at a lofs, and fliould infallibly cv 
peCt the accomplifliment of all the reft. 


... 
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’Squire B 1 CKERST AFF detedted 

O R, 

The Astrological Imposture convifted *. 

By John Partridge, Student in Phyfic and AGrology. 
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notorious abfurditics of this proftitutcd libeller, tUl 
I JurveTet the learned world fairly into the contro- 
vorfy* depending, tend "theft lewc the unprejudiced 
to judge of the merits andjuftice of my caufe. 

{Iiwls towards ith/ic concludon oF the year 1707, 
when an impudent pamphlet crept into the world, 
intitled. Predictions , &c. by Ifaac BickcrftafF, Efq ; 

-amongft the many arrogant aflertions laid 

dflKvta by thyit lying fpirit of div-ination, he Was 
pleafed to pitch on the Cardinal de Noailles and 
myfclf, among many other eminent and llluftrious 
per Ions, that were to die within the compafs of 
<bo enfuing year; and peremptorily fixes the, month, 
day, and four‘pt our deaths :' rhis, I think, is 
tportiog with great men, and public fpirirs, to the 
ioijndal of relLion, and reproach of power ; and 
if fovereign princes and aftrolpgers mu ft make di- 

,y«r0otl for the vulgar-why then, farewcl, fay I, 

{o all governments, ecclefiaftical and civil. But, I 
tljank my better ftars, I am afiye to confront this 
Jaffe and j audacious preditftor, and to m ke him 
riie the hour he ever affronted a man of icience 
and, refentmenf. The Cardinal may take what 
mcafures he pleafes with him; as his excellency is 
a Forirgner, ancT a papift, he has no realon to rely 
on me for his juftmcation ; 1 fhall oniy affure the 
vvp*rl4 he is alive——hut as he was bred to letters, 
and js mafter of a pen, let him ufe it in his own 
defence. In die mean time I fhall prefent the pub¬ 
lic >vith a faithful narrative of the ungenerous 
treatment anti "hard ufage 1 have received from- the 
virulent papers and malicious practices of this pre- 
. tended aftrologer. 

A ti*tie and impartial account of the proceedings of 
Isaac Bicker staff, E%; 'againft me. 

T HE 29th of March, Anno Dom. iyo8, being 
tlie night this, iham-,prophet had fo impru- 
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dentlv fixed for niy laft, which made little impref- 
fion on igyftlf* but I cannot anfwer for my, whole 
family .; for my wife, with a concern more than 
ufual, prevailed on me to take fomewhat to fweat 
for a cold ; and, between the hours of eight and 
nine, to go to bed : the maid, as file was warming 
mv bed, with a curiofity natural to young wenches, 
runs to the window, and afks of one palling the 
ftrcet, who the bell tolled for? Dr. Partridge, fays 
he, the famous almanack-maker, who died iudden- 
ly this evening : the poor girl provoked, told him, 
•he lyed like a rafcal ; the other very ledaicly re¬ 
plied, the fexton had fo informed him, and, it 
falle, he was to blame for impoling upon a {Iran- 
ger. She alked a fecund, and a third, as they paf- 
fed, and every one was in the lame tone. .Now, 

I do not fay thefe are accomplices to a certain as¬ 
trological ’(quire, and that one Bickerftaff might 
be fauntering thereabouts: beeaufe I will afieit no¬ 
thing here hut what I dare atteft for plain matter 
of fa£fc. My wife at this fell into a violent difor- 
der; and I muft own l was a little difcompoled a€ 
the oddrvefs of the accident. In the mean time one 
knocks at my door ; B-tty runs down, and open¬ 
ing, finds a fober grave perfon, who modeftly en¬ 
quires, if this wav Dr. Partridge’s ? fee taking him 
for fome cautious city-patient, that came at that 
time for privacy, lhews him into the dining-room. 
As foon as I could compofe myfelf, I went to him, 
and was furprized to find my gentleman mounted 
on a table with a two foot rule in his hand, mea- 
furing my wails, and caking the dimenfions of the 
room. Pray Sir, fays I, not to interrupt you, 
have you any bufinefs with me ? only. Sir, replies 
he, oider the girl to bring me a better light, for 
this is but a very dim one. Sir, lays I, my name 
is Partridge : oh ! the ido&or’s brother, belike, 
cries he ; the fiair cafe, I believe, and ^ 

apartments hung in clofe mourning, will oe^ium- 
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dent, and only a drip of bays round the othf* 
rooms. The doctor muft needs, die rich, he had 
great dealings in his way for many yeafs ; if he 
had no family coat, you had as good ule the efcut- 
cheonS of the company ; they are as fhowifh, and 
will look as magnificent as if he was defcended 
from the blood royal. With that 1 affumed a great¬ 
er air of authority, and demanded who employed 
him, or how he came there ? Why, I was fent. 
Sir, by the company of undertakers, fays he, and 
they were employed by the honeft gentleman who 
is executor to the good do&or departed ; and our 
rafcally porter, I believe is fallen faft afieep with 
the black cloath and feohees, or he had been here, 
and we might have been tacking up by this time. 
Sir, fays I, pray be advlfed by a friend ; and make 
the beft of your fpeed out of my door's; for I hear 
my wife’s voice (which, by the bye, is pretty diftin- 
guifhable), and in that corner of the room ftands 
a good cudgel, which fomebody has felt before 
now; if that light in her hands, and fhe know the 
the bufinefs you come about, without confulting 
the ftars, I can affure you it will be employed ve¬ 
ry much to the detriment of your perfon. Sir, cries 
he, bowing with great civility, I perceive extreme 
grief for the lots of the dottor disorders you a lit¬ 
tle at prefent, but early in the morning I will wait 
on you with all necefTary materials. Now I men¬ 
tion no Mr. Bickerftaff; nor do I fay, that a cer¬ 
tain ffar-gazing ’fquire has been playing my execu¬ 
tor before his time 5 but I leave the world to judge; 
and he that puts things and things fairly together, 
will not be much wide of the mark. 

Well, once more I got my doors clofed* and 
prepared for bed, in hopes of a little repofe after 
io many ruffling adventures; juft as 1 was putting 
out my light in order to it, another bounces as 
hard as he can knock ; I open the window, and afk 
who is there, and what he wants; I am Ned the 

Sexton, 
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Sexton, replies he, and come to know whether the 
do£lor left any orders for a funeral fcrmon, and 
where he is to be laid, and whether his grave ito 
be plain or bricked ? Why, firrah, fays 1 , you 
know me well enough; and you know 1 am not 
dead, and how dare you affront me after this man¬ 
ner i Alack a-day, Sir, replies the fellow, why it 
is in print, and the whole town knows you are 
dead; why, there is Mr. White the joiner is but 
fitting fcrews to your coffin ; he will be here with 
it in an inftant; he was afraid you would have 
wanted it before this time. Sirrah, firrah, lays 1, 
you fhall know to morrow, to your colt, that 1 
am alive, and alive like to be. Why, it is ftrange. 
Sir, fays he, you ihould make fuch a fecret of 
your death to us that are your neighbours ; it looks 
as if you had a defign to defraud the church of its 
dues; and let me tell you, for one that has lived 
jo long by the heavens, that is unhandfomely done. 
Hilt, hift, fays another rogue that flood by him; 
away, do&or, into your flannel gear as fall as you 
can, for here is a whole pack of difmals coming 
to you with their black equipage, and how inde¬ 
cent will it look for you to Hand frightening folks 
at your window, when you Ihould have been in 
your coffin this three hours ? in fhort, what with 
undertakers, embalmers, joiners, fextons, and your 
damned elegy-hawkers, upon a late praaitioneroh 
phyfic and aftrology, I got not one wink of fleep 
that night, nor fcarce a moment’s reft ever fin . 
Now 1 doubt not, but this villainous fquire has 
the impudence to affert, that thefe are entire 'J 
ftrangers to him ; he, good man, knows nothing 
of the matter, and honeft Ifaac Bickerftaff, I war¬ 
rant you, is more a man of honour, than to be an 
accomplice with a pack of rafeals, that walkthe 
ftreets on nights, and difturb good people in their 
teds ; but he is out, if he thinks the whole world 
is blind ; for there is one John Partridge can^med 
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a knave as far as Grubftreet,—although he lies in 
ihe mufl exalted garret, and writes himfelf Squire ? 

_but I will keep my temper, and proceed in the 

narration. 

I could not flir out of doors for the fpace of 
three months atter this, but prefently one comes 
up to me in the ftreet? Mr. Partridge, that coffin 
you wag laft buried in, I have not yet been paid 
for : doctor, cries another dog, how do you think 
people can lave by making of graves for nothing ? 
next time you die, you may even toll out the bell 
yourfclf for Ned. A third rogue tips me by the el¬ 
bow, and wonders how i have the conscience to foeak 
abroad without paying my funeral expenses. Lord 
fays one, I durft have fwore that was honeft Dr. 
Partridge, my old friend: but poor man, he is 
gone. I beg your pardon, fays another, you look 
fo like my old acquaintance, that I ufed to confult 
on lbme private occafions ; but, alack, he is gone 
the way of all flefti.—Look, look, look, cries a 
third, after a competent fpace of ftaring at me, 
would not one think our neighbour the almanack- 
maker was crept out of his grave to take the other 
peep at the liars in this world, and lhew how much 
he is improved in fortune telling, by having taken 
a journey to the other ? 

Nay, the very reader of our parifh, a good fo- 
ber, diicreet perfon, has fent two or three times 
for me to come and be buried decently, or fend 
him fufficient reafons to the contrary; or, if I have 
been interred in any other parifh, to produce my 
certificate, as the a& * requires. My poor wife 
is aimoii run diffracted with being called widow 
Partridge, when fhe knows it is falfe ; and once a 
term flic is cited into the court, to take out letters 

* The Aatute of 50. Car. II. fot burying in woollen, require?, 
that oath fhall be made, of the compliance with this aft, and acerji^ 
ficatc thereof lodged with the minifler of the pardb, within eight 
days after intgtmcnt, 

of 
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of adminiftration. But the grcateft grievance a 
p.iultrv quack, that takes tip my calling juft undo 
my nole, and in his printed daemons, *> h N.B. 
fa Is he lives in the houfc of, the late ingenious Mr. 
Partridge, and eminent practitioner in -atne., 

Ph but’to n ibc* 1 Uow'far the wicked fpirit of envy, 
malice, and refentment, can hurry feme men, m ; 
namelefs old perfecutor had provided me: a monu¬ 
ment at the {tone cutters, and would have ereCtecl 
1- i n the parilh-church ; and this piece oc notorious 
and expenfive villainy had aftuallv iucceeded, if I 
had not uled my utmoft intereft with the 'ef.i), 
where it was carried at laft but by two voices, that 
1 am alive That ftratagcm failing, out comes a 
long foble elegy, bedecked with hour-glaffes, mat¬ 
tocks lculls, ipades, and ikeletons, with an epi¬ 
taph as confidently written to abufe me, an my 
profeffion, as if I had been under ground thefe 

‘""And! after fuch barbarous treatment as this, can 
the world blame me, when I afk, what is becom 
of the freedom of an tnghlhman and where is 
the liberty and property, that my oldglorious fi tend 
came over to aiftrt ? we have drove Popery out of 
the nation, and fent flavery to foreign clime.. 
The arts only remain in bondage, when a man ?[ 
feience and character {hall be openly infulted in the 
mid ft of the many ufeful fervtces he is daily pay- 
inpthe public. Was it ever heard, even in T ur- 
key or Algiers, that a ftate aftrologer was bantered 
om of his life by an ignorant impoftor, or bawled 
out of the world by a pack of villainous, deep- 
mouthed hawkers ? though I print almanacks, and 
publilh advertifements ; though I produce certih- 
£,«under the minifies and church wardens hands 
T am alive and attefi the fame on oath at quartet 
feffions out comes a full and true relation of the 
death and interment of John l’artnuge; truth t 
Vol.V. Oo 
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bore clown, atteflations neglected, the teftimony of 
ibber pcrfons defpifcd, and a man is looked upon 
by his neighbours as if he had been (even years 
dead, and is buried alive in the midft of his friends 
and acquaintance. 

Now, can any man of common fenfe think it 
confident with the honour of my profeffion, and 
not much beneath the dignity of a philofopher, to 
itand bawling before his own door ? — alive ! alive 
ho ! the famous Dr. Partridge ! no counterfeit, 
but all alive !•- as if I had the twelve celeftial mon¬ 
gers of the zoadic to (hew within, or was forced 
for a livelihood to turn retailer to May and Bar 
tholomew*fairs. Therefore, if her Majefty would 
but gracioufly be plcafed to think a hardfhip of 
this nature worthy her royal confideration, and ihe 
next parliament, in their great wifdom, caff but 
an eye towards the deplorable cafe of their old 
phik?nath % that annually beftows his poetical good 
wifhes on them, I am lure there is one Ifaac Bic- 
kerlfaff, Efq; would foon be trulled up for his 
bloody prediftions, and putting good fubjefts in 
terror of their lives : and that henceforward to 
murder a man by way of prophecy, and bury him 
in a printed letter, either to a Lord or a Common¬ 
er, fhall as legally entitle him to the prefent pof- 
feffion of Tyburn, as if he robbed on the highway, 
or cut your throat in bed. 

1 fhall demonftrate to the judicious, that France 
and Rome arc at the bottom of this horrid conipi- 
racy againft me ; and that Culprit atorefaid is a 
Popifli emiflary, has paid his vifits to b. Germains, 
and is now in the meafures of Lewis XIV : That 
in attempting my reputation, there is a general 
maflacre of learning dtfigned in thefe realms ; and 
through my Tides there is a wound given to all the 
Vioteflant almanack-makers in the univerfe. 

Vivat Regina. 
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A Vindication of Isaac Bickerstaff, Efq; 
aaainft what is objected co him by Mr. 
Partridge, in his almanack for the pre- 
fentyear 1709. 

By the fald Isaac Bicker staff, Efq; 
Written in the year 17C9. 


M R. Partridge hath been lately pleafed to treat 
me after a veiv rough manner, in that which 
is called, his almanack for the prefent year: fuch 
u face is very undecent from one gentleman to ano¬ 
ther and doth not at all contribute to the difcove • 
ry of truth, which ought to be the great end in all 
d 1 routes of the learned. To call a man fool and 
villain, and impudent fellow, only for differing from 
him in a point merely fpeculative, is, in my humble 
opinion, a very improper ftyle for a perfon of his 
education. I appeal to the learned wor d, whether 
in my laft year’s prediftionsl gave him thekaft pro- 
vocation for fuch unworthy treatment Philofo 
phers have differed in all ages; but the difcreeteft 
among them have always differed as became philo¬ 
sophers. Scurrility and paflion, *n a controverfy 
among fcholars, is juft fo much of nothing to the 
purpole, and, at beft, a tacit confeflion of a weak 
IZi'c : my concern is not fo much tor my own re¬ 
putation, as that of the republic of Otters, which 
Mr Partridge hath endeavoured to wound thioug.i 
my Cdes. If men of public fpirit muff be luperci- 

liouflv treated for their ingenious attempts how 

will true ufeful knowledge be ever advanced I wifl» 
Mr Partridge knew the thoughts which foreign 
univerfities have conceived of his ungenerous pr - 
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cccdings with me ; but I am too tender of his re¬ 
putation to publiih them to the world. That fjpirit 
of envy and pride, which blahs fo many riling ge- 
niufts in our nation, is yet unknown among pro- 
feflbrs abroad: the nectfiiry of juftifying mylclf 
will excufe my vanity, when I tell the reader, that 
1 have near a hundred honorary letters from feverai 
parts of Europe, (fome as far as INlufcovy,) in praife 
of my performance; befides feverai others, which, 
as I have been credibly informed, were opened at 
the pol't-office, and never fent me. It is true, the 
inquifition in Portugal was * pleafed to burn my 
predictions, and condemn the author and readers 
of them; but 1 hope at the fame time, it will be 
confidtrtd, in how deplorable a Hate learning lies 
at prefent in that kingdom: and, with the pro- 
foundeft veneration for crowned head, I will pre- 
fume to add, that it a little concerned his Majefty 
of Portugal to interpofc his authority in behalf of 
a fcholar and a gentleman, the fubjcCi of a nation 
with which he is now in fo Uriel an alliance. 13 uc 
the other kingdoms and ftates of Europe have treat¬ 
ed me with more candour and generollty. If I had 
leave to print the Latin letters tranfmicted to me 
from foreign parts, they would fill a volume, and 
be a full defence again (l all that Mr. Partridge, or 
Ills accomplices of the Portugal inquifition, will be 
ever able to object ; who, by the way, are the only 
enemies my predictions have ever met with at home 
or abroad. But I hope I know berter, what is due to 
the honour of a learned correfpondence in fo tender 
a point. Yet fome of thofe illuftrious perfons will 
perhaps excufe me for rranferibing a pafluge or two 
in my vindication f. The moft learned Monfieur 


* This is as the author was allured by Sir Paul Methuen, 

then ambafl'ador to that crown. 

+ The quo ations here inkrted, z re in imitation of Dr. Bentley, 
in fome part of the kmous <.ontroverfy between h.m and Mr. Boyle, 
afterwards E?rl of Orrery. 

Leibnitz 
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Leibnitz thus addrelles to me his third letter •. Illu- 
flnffuno Bickerjlaffio apologia irijlauratori, See. Mon- 
iieur le Clerk, quoting my predictions in a treauie 
he publilhed laft year, is pleafed to fay , tta nuper- 
rime Bickerjiaffius, magnum illud Anglia fidus. Ano¬ 
ther great profeffor, writing of me, has thele 
words: Bickerjiaffius, nobilis Anglus, ajlrologorum 
bujufee fa cult facile princeps. Signtor Maggltabeccbt, 
the Great Duke's famous library- keeper, fpends 
almolt his whole letter in compliments and praties. 

It is true, the renowned piofeffor of altronomy at 
Utrecht, feems to differ from me in one article; 
but it is after the modeft manner that becomes a 
philofopher ; as, pace tanti viri dixerim: and page 
rc he feems to lay the error upon the printer, (as 
indeed it ought,) and fays, vel for fan error typogra¬ 
phic cum alioquin Bickerjiaffius vir doBiffimus, &c. 

If Mr. Partridge had followed thele examples in 
the controverfy between us, he might have fpared 
me the trouble of juftifying myfelf in lo public a 
manner. I believe no man is readier to own his er- 
rors than I, or more thankful to thofe who will 
pleafe to inform him of them. But it feems this 
oentleman, inltead of encouraging the progrefs of 
his own art, is pleafed to look upon all attempts o. 
that kind as an invalion of his province. He hatu 
been indeed fo wife to make no objc&ion againlt 
the truth of my predictions, except in one lingle 
point relating to himfelf: and to demonstrate how 
much men are blinded by their own partiality, I do 
folemnly allure the reader, that he is the onlv per- 
l'on from whom I ever heard that objection offered; 
which conlideration alone, 1 think, will ta.ee oh 
all its weight. 

With my utmoft endeavours I have not been 
able to trace above two objeftions ever made 
againlt the truth of my lalt year’s prophecies : the 
licit was of a Frenchman, who was pleafed to pu- 
blilh to the world, that “ the Cardinal tie Noailles 
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was ftill alive, notwithftanding the pretended pro¬ 
phecy of monfieur Biquerftaffc but how far a 
Frenchman, a Pa pi ft, and an enemv, is to be believed 
in his own caufc againft an Englifh Proteftant, who 
is true to the government, I ftiall leave to the can¬ 
did and impartial reader. 

The other objection is the unhappy occafion of 
this difeourfe, and relates to an article in my pre¬ 
dictions, which foretold the death of Mr. Partridge 
to happen on March 29, 1708. That lie is pleafed 
to contradict absolutely in the almanack he hath 
publilhcd for the prefent year, and in that ungen- 
tlemanly manner, (pardon the expreffion,) as I have 
above related. In that work he very roundly alterts, 
that he u is not only now alive, but Was Jikewilc 
alive upon that very 29th of March, when I had 
foretold he ftiould die.” This is the fubjeCt of the 
prelent controverfy between 11s ; which I deflgn to 
handle with all brevity, perfpicuity, and calmnefs ; 
in this difpute, I am fehfible the eyes not only of 
England, but of all Europe, will be upon us; and 
the learned in every country will, I doubt not, take 
part on that lide, where they find moft appearance 
of reafon and truth. 

W ithout entering into criticifms of chronology 
about the hour of his death, I lhall only prove that 
Mr. Partridge is not alive. And my firft argument 
is thus : above a thoufand gentlemen having bought 
his almanacks tor this year, merely to find what 
he f.iid againft me; at every line they rca 1, they 
would lift up their eyes, and cry out, betwixt rag£ 
and laughter, 44 they were Cure no man alive ever 
writ fuch damned ftuft as this.” Neither did I ever 
hear that opinion difputed: fo that Mr. Partridge 
lies under a dilemma, either of difowning his alma¬ 
nack, or allowing himfclf to be no man alive. But 
now if an uninformed carcafc walks ftill about, and 
is pleafed to call itfelf Partridge, Mr. Bickerftaff 
does not think himfclf anyway anfwcrablc for that 

N-ithey 
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Neither had the laid carcafe any right to beat the 
poor boy, who happened to pals by it in the ftreet, 
crying, A full and true account of Dr. lar- 
tridge’s death,” See. 

Secondly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortunes, 
and recover ftollen goods ; which all the parifh l..ys, 
he muff do by converfing with the Devil and other 
evil fpirits : and no wife man will ever allow, he 
could converfc perfonally with either till after he 
was dead. 

Thirdly, I will plainly prove him to be dead out 
of his own almanack lor this year, and from the 
verv pafciae, which he produced to make us think 
him alive. He there lays, “ he is not only now 
alive, but was alfo alive upon that very 29th of 
March, which I foretold he iltould die on:’ by 
this, he declares his opinion, that a man may be 
alive now, who was not alive a twelvemonth ago. 
And indeed, there lies the fophiftrv of his argu¬ 
ment. fie "dares not affert, he was alive ever fince 
that 29th of March, but that he is now alive, and 
was fo on that day : I grant the latter; for he did 
not die tili night, as appears by the punted account 
of his death, in a letter to a lord ; and whether lie 
be fince revived, I leave the world to judge, lhis 
indeed is perfeft cavilling, and l am alhamed to 
dwell any longer upon it. ., , . r 

Fourthly, I will appeal to Mr. Partridge himfelf, 
whethev it'be probable I could have been fo indif- 
creet, to begin my predictions with the only fane" 
hood, that ever was pretended to be in them ; and 
this is in an affair at home, where i had fo many o- 
portunities to be ex-.ft; and mult have given fuch 
advantages againft me to a perfon of Mr. 1 art ridge s 
wit and learning, who, if he could poflioly have 
raifed one fingle objection more againft the truth ot 
aiv prophecies, would hardly have fpared me. 

'And here I muff take occation to reprove the 
abovemcimoncd writer of the relation of Mr. i ar- 
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u idge’s death, in a letter to a lord ; who was plea- 
led to tax me with a miftake of four whole hours 
in my calculation of that event. I muft confefs, 
this cenfure pronounced with an air oi certainty, 
in a matter that fo nearly concerned rue, and by a 
prave judicious author, moved me not a little. But 
though 1 was at that time out of town, yet feveral 
of my friends, whofe curiofity had led them to be 
exaftly informed, (for as to my own part, having 
no doubt at all in the matter, I never once thought 
of it,) allured me, I computed to fomething under 
half an hour; which (I fpeak my private opinion,) 
is an error of no very gicat magnitude, that men 
Ihould raife a clamour about it. I Ihall only fay, it 
•would not be amifs, if that author would henceforth 
be more tender of other men’s reputations as well 
as his own. It is well there were no more miftakes 
of that kind; if there had, 1 prefume he would 
have told me of them with as little ceremony. 

There is one obje&ion againft Mr. Partridge’s 
death, which I have fometimes met with, though 
indeed very {lightly offered, that he {fill continues 
to write almanacks. But this is no more than what 
is common to all of that profeffion ; Gadbury, poor 
Robin, Dove, Wing, and feveral others, do yearly 
qwblifti *heir almanacks, though feveral of them 
have been dead fince before the Revolution. Now 
the natural reafon of this I take to be, that whereas 
it is the privilege of other authors to live after their 
deaths, almanack-makers are alone excluded; be- 
caufe their diflirtations, treating only upon the mi¬ 
nutes as they pafs, become ufelefs as thofe go oft. 
In coofideration of which, Time, whofe regifters 
they are, gives them a leale in reverfion, to conti¬ 
nue their works after their dea’h. 

I fhould not have given the public or myfelf the 
trouble of this vindication, if mv name had not 
been made ufe of by feveral perfons, to whom I 
never lent it*.one of which, a few days ago, was 
i plea fed 
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pleafed to father on me a new fet of precisions. 
But I think thel'e are things too ferious to be trifled 
with. It grieved me to the heart, when 1 faw my 
labours, which had coft me fo much thought and 
watching, bawled about by common hawkers, wh.ch 
I only intended for the weighty confiJerat.on of the 
oraveft perfons. This prejudiced the world fo much 
at firft, that feveral of my friends had tbe/fnir.mcc 
to afk me, whether I were in jeft . to which I o y 
anfwered coldly, “ that the event would fhew. 
But it is the talent of our age and nation, to turn 
things of the greateft importance into ridicule. 
When the end of the year had verified all my pre- 
dSions, out comes Mr. Partridge s almanack, re¬ 
puting the point of his death; io that I am em¬ 
ployed, like the general who was forced to kill h s 
enemies twice over, whom a necromancer had la.fed 
to life If Mr. Partridge hath prach ed the fame 

experiment upon himfelf, and he again alive long 
may he continue fo; that doth not m the lea l con- 
tradS my veracity : but I think I have cleaidy pto- 
ved, by invincible demonftration, that he died 
far the ft within half an hour of the time I foretold, 
and not four hours fooner as the abovememioned 
author, in his letter to a lord, hath mahetoufly 
fuggefted, with defign to blafl my creuit, oy chai¬ 
ning me with fo grofs a mitlake. 


w iff 
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Vol V. 
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A famous Prediction of Merlin, the 
Britilh Wizard *. 

Written above a thoufand years ago, and relating 
to the year 1709. 

With explanatory notes, by T. N. Philomath. 

Written in the year 1709. 

T AST year was published a paper of predi&ionS', 
pretended to be written by one Ifaac Bicker- 
ftaff, Efq; but the true defign of it was to ridicule 
the art of aftrology, and expofe its profe.Tors as 
ignorant or impoftors. Againlt this imputation Dr. 

Partridge 

* Dr. Swift, in his preface to this piece would infinuate, that what 
he pubiifhcs to the world is a tranfation of Merlin’* pr >phccy 200 
years old. The main iicfgn of the Doctor in this prediction, if he 
was really in earneft, (which I verily believe he was nor, j$ I am 
perfuadad that he < n|y writ this prophecy, in order to vex the Whigs, 
and to fret that ungrateful mimftry, which had forgotten the obliga¬ 
tions he had conferred upon them,) was, to encouiagc Q^ Anne to a 
fecond marriage, in order that her Majefiy might repair, if poflible, 
that infinite lofs Hie had fuftained by the Duke of Giocefter, who, by 
all accounts, was one of the finefi princes that ever was born in Eng¬ 
land, and accordingly was univerfally regretted bv the whole nation, 
the fanatical party and all thtir black adherents only excepted. This 
appears fmm the nth, 12th, 13th, and 14th lines of the prophecy. 

And without difpute, as in England there were many thoufands, 
who were defirous to fee a prince defeend d from a Queen, whom they 
loved with filch ardour and atTAion j fo, in the wildnefs of their i- 
magination, they endeaveu ed to per.11 do her M jetty at the age of 
about forty-live to marry a fecond time. But whether it was owing 
to that cxceflivc regard which (be bore unto the raemury of her belo¬ 
ved, the Prince of Derm rk ; or whether it was becaufe fhe never 
had a child jft’r the age of five or fix and twenty ; or whether it was 
for fome political reafon or other, fne refufed in this refpett to gratify 
the inclinations of her people j which however, as aniinofities and 
factions were then rifing to an txccflive height, ihe had caufe to re¬ 
pent of before the time of h-r dcccr.fi:. For, as the Queen was driven 
to luch imxpr. Bible t'r-its by the fury and machinations of the con¬ 
tend r.g 
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Partridge hath learnedly vindicated himfelf in his 

almanack for that year. , T 

For a farther vindication of this famous art, 1 
have thought fit to prefent the world with the fol¬ 
lowing prophecy. The original is laid to be of the 
famousMerlin, who lived about a thouland years 
ago; and the following tranflat.on is two hundred 
rears old ; for it feems to be written near the end 
of Henry the Seventh’s reign. I found it in an 
old edition of Merlin’s prophecies, 'mpnmed a 
London by John Hawkins in the year 153©, page 
I fet it down word for word in the old ortho- 
graphy, and fhall take leave to fubjoin a few expla- 
natory notes. 

Seven and ten addyd to nine, 

Of Fraunce her woe this is the iygne, 

Tamys rivere twys y-frozen, 

Walke fans wetying ftioes ne hozen. 

Then comyth foorthe, ich underftonde, 
From tovvne of Stoffe to fattyn Londe, 

An herdie Chyftan, woe the niorne 
To Fraunce, that ever he was born. 

The n fhall the fyfhe beweyle his boile : 

Nor fhall grin berrys make up the lolfe. 
Yonge Symnele fhall again mifearrye: 

And Norway’s pryd * again fliall marrey 


10 


riding parties, ** "Mhrf 
knew not whom to truft «« ^ to the crown, (fuppo- 

ful prince, entirely rerno P foUnd in Europc at that time,) 

fine that luch a one coul . 1 r vvith more eafe and 

the might have paffed the remaind^of ^ nave haa noth.ng 

tranquillity. For as a P nrK ' . Q happv and her reign glu¬ 
me- to do, than to have lieratm b^weenboth parties, teemed 
nous, he might hase ac virtuous, and perhaps, at- 

jefted b; Whigs and Tones. Sivijt. vouc hfafed to 

«f rtre dominion fcelcngms to that crown, ia./. And 
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And from the tree where blofums feele. 

Ripe fruit (hall come, and all is wele; 

Reaums ftiall dance honde in honde, 15 

And ir (ball be merrye in old Inglondc: 

Then old Inglondc ihall be no more, 

And no man lhall be forie therefore. 

Geryon lhall have three hedes agayne. 

Till Hapfburgc makyth them but twaync. 2® 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Seven and ten. This line deferibes the year when 
thefe events Uiall happen. Seven and ten make fe- 
venteen, which 1 explain feventeen hundred, and 
tliis number added to nine, makes the year we are 
now in ; for it muft be underftood of the natural 
year, which begins the firft of January. 

Tamys river twys, &c. The river Thames fro¬ 
zen twice in one year, fo as men could walk on it, 
is a very fingular accident, which perhaps has not 
fallen out for feveral hund ed years before, and is 
the reafon why fome allrologers have thought, that 
this prophecy could never be fulfilled, becaufe they 
imagined fuch a thing would never happen in our 
climate. 

From town of Stoffe , &rc. This is a plain defig- 
nation of the Duke of JNIalborough : One kind of 
fluff ufed to fatten land is called Marie, and every 
body knows that Borough is a name for a town ; 
and this way of exprefiion is alter the ufual dark 
manner of old aftrological predictions* 

’Then Jball the fyjlje , &c. By the fijh , is under 
flood the Dauphin of Fi ance, as their king’s cldelt: 
fons are called : It is here faid, he lhall lament the 
lofs of the Duke of Burgundy, called the BofTe, 
which is an old Englifh word for hump-fhoulder, 
or crook back, as that Duke is known to be ; and 
the prophecy feems to mean, that he fhould be o- 
vercome or (Luo. By iYlz green berrys, in the next 

line, 
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line, is meant the voung Duke of Berry, the Dau¬ 
phin’s third Con, who tliall not have valour or for¬ 
tune enough to fupply the lofs of his ehleft brother. 

Young Symnele , 6 c. By Symnele is meant the 
pretended Prince of Wales, who, if he offers to 
attempt any thing againft England, fhall mifcairy 
as he did before. Lambert Symnel is the name of 
a young man, noted in our biftories for perfonat- 
ing the fon (as I remember) of Edward IV. 

And Norway's pride, 6 c. I cannot guefs who is 
meant bv Norway’s pride* ; perhaps the reader may, 
as well as the fenfe of the two following lines. 

Reaums Jhall, 6 c. Keaums, or as the word is now, 
realms , is the old name for kingdoms ; and this is a 
very plain prediftion of our happy union with the 
felicities that fhall attend it. It is added that Old 
England fhall be no more, and yet no man mail be 
lorry for it. And indeed, properly fpeaking, Eng¬ 
land is now no more for the whole ifland is one 
kingdom under the name of Britain. 

Geryon Jball, 6c. This prediction, though fome- 
what oblcure, is wonderfully adapted. Geryon is 
faid to have been a king of Spain, whom Hercules 
flew. It was a fiCtion of the poets, that he had three 
heads, which the author fays he fhall have again : 
that is, Spain fhall have three kings: which is now 
wonderfully veritied ; for befides the king of X or- 
tugal, which properly is part of Spain, there are two 
rivals for bpain, Charles and Philip; but Charles be¬ 
ing defended from the Count of Hapfburgh, found¬ 
er of the Auftrian family, fhall loon make thefe heads 
but two, by overturning Philip, and driving him out 

°^Some of thefe predictions are already fulfilled ; 
and it is highly probable the reft may be in due 
time : and I think I have not forced the words by 
my explication, into any other fenfe than what they 
will naturally bear. If this be granted, I am lure 
♦ Qneen Anne. 


it 
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it muft be alfo allowed, that the author (whoever he 
were) was a perfon of extraordinary fagacity; and 
that Adrology brought to fuch a perfection as this, 
is ) no means an art to be defpifed, whatever. 
Bickerftaft', or other merry gentlemen are pleafed to 
think. As to the tradition of thefe lines having 
been writ in the original by Merlin, I confefs I lay 
not much weight upon it; but it is enough to jufti- 
fy their authority, that the book from whence I 
have tranferibed them, was printed 170 years ago, 
as appears by the title-page. For the fatisfa&ion of 
any gentleman, who may be either doubtful of the 
truth, or curious to be informed, I fliall give order 
to have the very book fent to the printer of this pa* 
per, with^direCtions to let any body lee it that pleales, 
becaule I believe it is very lcarce. 
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The Wonder fulWonder of Wonders. 

T HERE is a certain perfon lately arrived at this 
city, whom it is very proper the world fhould 
be informed of. His charader may perhaps be 
thought very inconfiftent, improbable, and unna¬ 
tural^, however I intend to draw it with theutmoft 
regard to truth. This I am the better qualified to 
do° becaufe he is a fort of dependent upon our fami¬ 
ly,’ and almojl of the fame Age; though I cannot di- 
rettly fay, 1 have tvtvjeen him. He is a native of this 
country, and hath lived long among us : but what 
appears wonderful, and hardly credible, was never 
fcen before by any mortal. 

It is true indeed, he always chufes the loiveft place 
in company, and contrives it fo, to keep out of fight. 
It is reported however, that in his younger days, he 
was frequently expofed :o view, but always againft 
his will, and was fure to fmart for it. 

As to his family he came into the world a young¬ 
er brother, beingof fix children the fourth in or¬ 
der of (l) birth; of which the eldeft is now head 
of the houfe; the fecond and third carry arms ; 
but the two youngeft are only footmen : fome in¬ 
deed add, that he hath likewife a twin-brother, who 
lives over-againjl him, and keeps a (2) vidlualling- 
houfe ; he hath the reputation to be a clofe, griping, 
fjueezing fellow ; and that when his bags are full, 
he is often needy ; yet when the fit takes him, as raft 
as he gets, he lets it f.y. 

When in office no one dijchargeth htmelf, or do, n 
hisbufinefs better. He hath fometimesjlrained ’hard 
for an lioneft livelihood; and never got a bit, till 
everv body elle had done. 

One pr.dtice appears very blameablcin him; that 
, every 
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every morning lie privately frequents unclean houfes 
where any model! perfon would blufli to be leen. 
An<l although this be generally known, yet the 
world, as cenforious as it is, hath been fo kind to 
overlook this infirmity in him. To deal impartial¬ 
ly it muftbe granted, that he is too great a lover 
oVhimfelf, and very often confults his own cafe 
at the expence of his belt friends : but this is one 
of his blind Jides; and the belt of men I fear ate not 
without them. 

He hath been conftituted by the higher powers in 
the ftation of receiver general, in which employ- 
plovmcnt fome have cenlured him for playing jajt 
and loofe. He is likewife cverjeer of the golden mines, 
w hich he daily infpedteib, when his health will 
permit him. 

He was long bred under a (3) mnjler of arts, who 
initilled good principles in him, but thele were foon 
corrupted. 1 kuow not whether this deferves men¬ 
tion; that he is lo very capricious, as to take it for 
an equal affront to talk either of kijjing or kicking 
him, which hath occaliooed a thoufand quarrels : 
However nobody was fo great a fufferer tor faults, 
which he neither was, nor poilibly could be guilty 

** I n his religion he hath thus much of the quaker, 
that he (lands always covered, even in the prefence 
of the King •, in moll other points a perfect (4) i- 
dolater, although he endeavours to conceal it; for 
he is known to offer daily facrifices to certain/u6- 
i erroneous nymphs, uhom he worlhips in an humble 
pojlure, prone on his face, and Ji’ip< /lark-naked-, and 
to leaves his offerings behind him, which the (5 )pricjh 
of thole goddelTes are cartful enough to remove 
upon certain feafons with the utmoft privacy at mid- 
night, and from thence maintain themfelves and 
families In all urgent nccejftties and prcjfures, he 
-applies himfelf to thele deities, and fometimes even 
in the tireets and high 'ways, from an opinion that 
2 thofe 
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thofe powers have an influence in all places, altho 
their peculiar ref, dene be in caverns under ground. 
Upon P thefe occafions the faireft ladies will not_,e u 
to lend their hands to affift him : ahhough they 

are afhamed to have him fen in ' ? ,r ^ P j ^ ve ]i 
even fo much as to hear him named-, yet t 
known, that he is one of their conjlant followe. s. 

In politics , he always tubmits to what is up, 
moll • but he perufes pamphlets on bothftdes w,th 
great impartiality, though ieldomttll every body elje 

hath done-with it. . . , , h mav 

His learning is of a mixed kind, and he may 
properly be called a belluo iibrorum, or another Jaco- 
\us ? de Voragine ; though his ftudies are clnefly con¬ 
fined to fchoolmen, commentators, and German - 
vTnes, together with modern poets and cnt.cs : and 
he is an atomic philofopher, ftrongly maintaining, a 
Srf to nature, which he teems to have fairly proved 

to defcrlbc fomc p.rticolar 
oualities which, in feveral inftances feem to dif- 
dnguifli’this perfon from the common race of other 

m °l\\s S grandfather was a member of the rump p’r- 
liament, as the grandfon is of the prefen ^ 1 
often rijes, fomeumes grumbles, but never ■ Jp 
However he lets nothing pafs willingly, 
is well digejled. His courage is inditputabk, 
he will take the boldefl: man alive by the nofe. 

lie is generally the firjl a bed in the family, and 
the lad up-, which is to be lamented; becaufe when 
He happens to rife before the reft, « hath been 
thought to forebode good, fortune to his fupertors. 

As v i dom is acquired by age, fo by every new 
(6) wrinkle in his face, he is reported to gam fome 

" 1 ^ obferve the tro. dM* and con- 
feouences of tyranny in a ftate ; for, as he is a great 
tppreffor of all below him, to there is no- o ym 
VoL. v . 11 M 
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oppreffed by thofc above him : yet in his time he hath 
been fo highly in favour, that many illuflrious per- 
fons have been entirely indebted to him for their 
preferments. 

He hath difcovered, from his own experience, 
the true point, wherein all human actions, proje&s, 
and defigns do chiefly terminate; and how mean 
and fordid they are at the bottom. 

It behoves the public ro keep him quiet; for his 
frequent murmurs are a certain fign of inteftine 
tumults. 

No philofopher ever lamented more the luxury, 
for which thefe nations are lo juftly taxed: it hath 
been known to coft him (7) tears of blood : for, in 
his own nature, he is far from being profufe ; tho* 
indeed he never flays a night at a gentleman s houfc 
without leaving fomething behind him. 

He receives with great fubmiffion whatever his 
patrons think fit to give him ; and when they lay 
heavy burdens upon him, which is frequently e- 
nough, he gets rid of them as foon as he can ; but 
not without fome labour and much grumbling. 

He is a perpetual hanger-on ; yet no body knows 
how to be without him. He patiently fuffers him- 
felf to be kept under, but loves to be well ufed, and 
in that cafe will facrifice his vitals to give you eafe : 
and he hath hardly one acquaintance, for whom 
he hath not been bound ; yet, as far as we can find, 
was never known to lofe any thing by it. 

He is obferved to be very (8) unquiet in the com¬ 
pany of a Frenchman in new cloaths, or a young 
coquette. 

He is, in fliort, the fubjett of much mirth and 
raillery, which he feems to take well enough ; tho’ 
it hath not been obferved, that ever any good thing 
came from himfelf. 

There is fo general an opinion of his juftice, that 
fometimes very hard cafes are left to his decifion ; 
and while he fits upon them, he carries himfelf 

exactly 
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cxaftly even between both Tides, except where Tome 
knotty point arifes; and then he is obferved to 
lean a little to the right or left as the matter in¬ 
clines him ; but his reafons for it are To mam felt 
and convincing, that every man approves them. 

POSTSCRIPT. 


Gentle Reader, 

T HOUGH I am not infenfiblehow many thou- 
fand perfons have been, and (till are, with 
great dexterity handling this lubje£t. and no leis 
aware of what infinite reams of paper have been laid 
out upon it: however, in my opinion, no man li¬ 
ving has touched it with greater nicety and more 
delicate turns, than our author. But bccaule there 
is fome intended obfcurity in this relation ; and cu- 
riolity, inquilitive of fecrets, may poffibly not enter 
into "the bottom and depth of the lubject, it was 
thought not improper to take oft the veil, and gain 
the reader’s favour by inlarging his mfight. Ar f 
emm non habet immicum mfi ignorantem. It is well 
known, that it has been the policy of all times to 
deliver down important fubjects by emblem and 
riddle, and not to fuffer the knowledge of truth to 
be derived to us in plain and iimple terms, which 
are generally as foon forgotten as conceived. For 
this reafon the Heathen religion is moftly couched 
under mythology. For the like reafon (this being 
a fundamental in its kind,) the author has thought 
fit to wrap up his treafure in clean linen, which it 
is our bufinel’s to lay open, and let in a due light ; 
for I have obferved, upon any accidental dilcovery, 
the lead glimple has given a great diversion to the 
ea"er fpettator, as many ladies could teftify, were 
it proper, or the cale would admit. 

The politeft companies have vouchiafed to (mile 
at the bare name, and fome people of falhion have 
been fo little l'crupulous of bringing it in play, that it 
Q^q 2 was 
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was the ufunl faying of a knight and a man of good 
breeding. That whenever he arofe, his a-Je roje with 
him. 


NOTES. 

(1) He alludes to the manner of our birth, the head and arms ap- 
pearing before the pofferiors and the tWo feet, *hich he calls the 

footmen. .. . . .... 

(2) V'lElualUng-bouJe.] The belly, which receives and digefls our 

nourifhmcnt. ..... 

(3) Majler of arts.] Perfius : magi/ler artis , tngerutque languor venter. 

(4) Idolater.] Alludes to the facrifices offered by the Romans to the 

goddefs Cloacina. . 

[ t) Priefts.] Gold finders, who perform their office in the night¬ 
time : but our author further feems to have an eye to the cuflom of 
the Heathen priefls Healing the offerings in the night} of which fee 
more in the ftory of Bell and the Dragon. 

(6) Wrinkle.] This refers to a proverb—“ You have one wrinkle 
in your a fe more than you had before.” 

(7) Tears of blood ] Haemorrhoids, according to the phyficuns, are 
a frequent confequent of intemperance. 

(8) Unquiet .) Their tails being generally obferved to be mod rel¬ 

iefs, 
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The Wonder of all the Wonders, that 
ever the World wondered at. 

For all perfons of quality and others. 

N EWLY arrived at this city of Dublin the fa. 

mous artift John Emanuel Schoitz, who, to 
the great furprize and fatisfadlion of all fpedlators, 
is ready to do the following wonderful performan¬ 
ces ; the like before never feen in this kingdom. 

Fie will heat a bar of iron red-hot, and thruft it 
into a barrel of gun-powder before all the company* 
and yet it (hall not take fire. 

He lets any gentleman charge a blunderbufs with 
the fame gun-powder, and twelve leaden bullets; 
which blunderbufs the faid artift difeharges full in 
the face of the laid company, without the leaft hurt, 
the bullets fticking in the wall behind them. 

He takes any gentleman’s own ftvord, and runs 
it through the faid gentleman’s body, fo that the 
point appears bloody at the back to all the fpefta- 
tors; then he takes out the fword, wipes it clean, 
and returns it to the owner, who receives no man¬ 
ner of hurt. 

He takes a pot of fealding oil, and throw's it by 
great ladles-full direftly at the ladies, without fpoil- 
ing their cloaths or burning their fkins. 

‘He takes any perfon of quality’s child, from two 
years old to fix, and lets the child’s own father or 
mother take a pike in their hands; then the artift 
takes the child in his arms, and tofies it upon the 
point of the pike, where it flicks, to the great fatis- 
faftion of all fpeftators ; and is then taken oft with 
out fo much as a hole in his coat. 

He mounts upon a fcaffold juft over the fpecta- 

tors, 
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tors, and from thence throws down a great quan¬ 
tity of large tiles and ftones, which fall like (6 many 
pillows, without fo much as difeompofing either 
perukes or head-drefles. 

He takes any perfon of quality up to the faid 
fcaffold; which perfon pulls off his fhoes, and leaps 
nine feet dire&ly down on a board prepared on pur- 
pole, full of lharp fpikes fix inches long, without 
hurting his feet or damaging his fiockings. 

He places the faid board on a chair, upon which 
a lady fits down with another lady in her lap, while 
the fpikes inhead of entering into the under-lady’s 
flefii, will feel like a velvet-cufhion. 

He takes any perfon of quality’s footman, ties a 
rop about his bere neck, and draws him up by pul- 
lies to the ceiling, and there keeps him hanging as 
long as his mafter or the company pleafes, the faid 
footman, to the wonder and delight of all behold¬ 
ers, having a pot of ale in one hand and a pipe in 
the other; and when he is let down, there will not 
appear the lead mark of the cord about his neck. 

He bids a lady’s maid put her finger into a cup 
of clear liquor like water, upon which her face and 
bo'h her hands are immediately withered like an 
old woman of fourfeore; her belly fwells as if fhe 
were within a wetk of her time, and her legs are 
as thick as mill-pofts; but, upon putting her finger 
into another cup, file becomes as young and hand- 
lbme, as file was before. 

He gives any gentleman leave to drive forty 
twelve-penny nails up to the head in a porter’s 
backfide, and then places the faid porter on a load- 
ftone chair, which draws out every nail, and the 
porter feels no pain. 

He likewife draws the teeth of half a dozen gen¬ 
tlemen, mixes and jumbles them in a hat, gives any 
perfon leave to blindfold him, and returns each 
their own, and fiXvS them as well as ever. 

With his fore-huger and thumb he thrufls feve - 

ral 
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ral gentlemens and ladies eyes out of their heads, 
without the lead pain, at which time they fee an 
unfpeakablc number of beautiful colours ; and, af¬ 
ter they are entertained to the full, he places them 
again in their proper lockets, without any damage 
to the fight. 

He lets any gentleman drink a quart of hot melted 
lead, and by a draught of prepared liquor, of which 
he takes part to himfelf, he makes the laid lead 
pafs through the faid gentleman before all the fpec- 
tators, without any damage; after which it is pro¬ 
duced in a cake to the company. 

With many other wonderful performances of art, 
too tedious here to mention. 

The faid artid has performed before mod kings 
and princes in Europe with great applaule 

He performs every day (except burdays,) from 
ten of the clock to one in the forenoon; and from 
four till feven in the evening, at the new inn in 
Smithficld. 

The firft feat a Britifh crown, the fecond a Bri¬ 
tifh half-crown, and the lowelf a Britifh (hilling. 

N. B. The bed hands in town are to play at the 
faid (how. 
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A Proposal for correainp, improving, and 

afcertaining the English Iongue 


In a Letter to the Mod Honourable Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, Lord High 
Treafurer of Great Britain. 

To the Moft Honourable Robert Earl of Oxford, zc . 


My Lord, 

W HAT I had the honour of mentioning to 
your lordfhip fome time ago in converfa- 
tion, was not a new thought jult then ftarted by 

accident 


* Ii is well known, that if the Queen had lived a year or two 
longer, this propofil would, in all probability have taken chett. For 
the Lord Trcalurer had already nominated fevcral perfons, vvithout 
dirtineti n of quality or party, who were to ccmpoL a lociety for the 
purpofes mentioned by the au hor; and relolvcd to ule his credit 
with her Majefty, t at a fund (hould be applied to lupport the expence 
of a la roc room, where the fociety ihould meet, and for other inci¬ 
dents. But this fcheme fell to the ground, partly by the diilcnfions 
among the great men at court, but chiefly by the lamented death of 
that glorious princefs. Dub. edit. 

This piece might have been a very ufeful per ormance, if it h3d 
been longer, and >ef<? eclipled by compliments to the noble perlon to 
whom it is addn(Ld. It Teems to have been intended as a preface 
to fome moic enlarged defign : at the head of which luch an intro¬ 
duction mu'* have appeared with grea* propriety. A work of this 
kind is much wanted, as our language, inftcad of being improved, is 
every day growing worfe and more debafed. We bewilder ouifelves 
in various or hograpny ; we fpe »k and we write at random ; and if a 
man’s common convention were to be committed to paper, he 
would he fhrtled for to find hitr.felf guilty in a few fcntences, of lo 
many folcctfms and fuch falfe Er.ghlh. I believe we are the only 
people in ihcChriflian world, who repeat tiie Lord’s prayer in an 
ungrammatical manner; and I remember to have heard, thu when 
a motion was made in the convocation to alter the word •whicb ^for 
the word who, the propofition was rejeaed by the majority. This 
iaftance may (hew you of what fort of men, the moll learned, and 
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accident or occafion, but the refult of long reflexi¬ 
on ; and 1 have been confirmed in my ientiments 

“ his fch diaft, “ Eum praeclara et magna v,x poflfe «equi et pr_e 

?^^WJa«»asra«s; 

gSSSS^**** 

allot you. Orrery lains to the Earl of Oxford as fir(l 

To this eptffle . rie P e arncd and polite perfons of the na- 

SS^SSSSSSS 

P ir n avV^ P „tthat1n marVinfenees it offends aeainft every part 
abfurdities, an ^ th wit h irre fiftible force of reafoo, that our 

of grammar. H. P roves ' 1 ■ ftanJar d. and then fixed for 

mented dea;h of Q. Anne, that ever glorious prince,S. d / 
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by the opinion of Tome very judicious perfons, wkb 
whom 1 confulrcd. They all agree, that nothing 
would be of greater ule towards the improvement 
of knowledge and politenefs, than fome effectual 
method for correcting, enlarging and afeertaining 
our language; and they think it a work very pof- 
lible to be compar'd under the protection of a 
prince, the countenance and encouragement of a 
miniftry* and the care of proper perfons chofen 
for fuch an undertaking. I was glad to find your 
lordfliip’s anfwcr in fo different a fiyle, from what 
hath been commonly made ufc of on the like occa¬ 
sions for fome years palf. 1 hat all fuch thoughts 
murt be deferred to a time of peace: a topic which 
Some have carried fo far, that they would not have 
us by any means think of preferving our civil or 
religi jus conftitution, bccaule we are engaged in a 
war abroad. It will be among the diftinguifhing 
marks of your miniftry, my Lord, that you have 
a genius above all fuch regards, and that no rea 
fonable propofil for the honour, the advantage, or 
the ornament of your country, however foreign 
to your more immediate office, was ever neglcCfcd 
by you. I confefs, the merit of this candour and 
condcfcenlion is very much lefiened, becaule your 
lordfhip hardly leaves us room to offer our good 
wiffies; removing all our difficulties, and lupply- 
ing our wants, fafter than the moll vifionary pro¬ 
jector can adjuft his fchemes* And therefore, my 
lord, the defign of this paper is not fo much to of¬ 
fer you ways and means, as to complain of a grie¬ 
vance, the redreffing of which is to be your own 
work, as much as that of paying the nation’s debt, 
or opening a trade into the South-fea ; and though 
not of fuch immediate benefit as either of thefe, or 
any other of your glorious actions, yet perhaps in 
future ages not lefs to your honour. 

My lord, I do here, in the name of all the learn¬ 
ed and polite perfons of the nation, complain to 

your 
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your lordfliip as firft minifter, that our language 
is extremelv impeded ; that its daily improvements 
are by no means in proportion to its daily corrup¬ 
tions ; that the pretenders to pohlh and refine it 
have chiefly multiplied abufes and abfurdmes ; and, 
that in many inftances it offends againft every part 
of grammar. But left your lordfliip flaould think 
my S cenfure too fevere, I fhall take leave to be more 

Pa i t bdiwe vour lordfliip will agree with me, in th« 
reafon why'our language is lets refined than thole 
of Italy, Spain, or France. It is plain, that th 
Latin tongue in its purity was never in this lfland, 
towards the conqueft of which few or no attempts 
were made till the time of Claudius ; neither was 
that language ever fo vulgar in Britain, asi it is 
known to have been in G.uil and Spain. Furt . 
we find that the Roman legions here were at length 
til recalled to help their country againft the Goths, 
and other barbarous invaders. Mean time, the 
Britons left to fliift for themfelves and daily hai- 
raffed by cruel inroads from the Fids, were force 
to call in the Saxons for their defence; 
fequently reduced the greateft part of the ifland to 
tluir own power, drove the batons into the moll 
remote and mountainous parts, and the reft of the 
country in cuftoms, religion, and language, became 

SSl/saon. TO. I uk« ■« * ,'b. .«.(<». .h 7 

there are more L.lin words remaining in the Bn 
till! tongue than in the old Saxon, which, except¬ 
ing fotne few variations in the orthography, tsthi 
fame in raoft original words with our prelent En - 
lifh, as well as with the German anu other Not 

^^Edwaid^the conftflor, having lived long in 
France, appears to be the firft who introduced any 
mixture of the French tongue with the Saxon ; the 
court affeding what the prince was fond of, and 
ethers taking it up for a tafljion, as it is now 
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us. William the conqueror proceeded much far’ 
ther ; bringing over with him vaff numbers of that 
nation, (cattering them in every monaftery, giving 
them great quantities of land, directing .ill plead¬ 
ings to be in that language, and endeavouring to 
make it univerfal in the kingdom This at lead is 
the opinion generally received : but your lordfhip 
hath fully convinced me, tha» the French tongue 
made yet a greater progrefs here under Harry the 
fecund, who had large territories on that continent, 
both from his father and his wife, made frequent 
journeys and expeditions thither, and was always 
attended with a number of his countrymen, retain¬ 
ers at his court. for fome centuries after, there 
was a conttanc intercouife between France and En¬ 
gland, by the dominions we poflefied there, and 
the conqueits we made ; fo that our language be¬ 
tween two and three hundred years ago, leems to 
have had a greater mixture with French than at 
prefent ; many words having been afterwards re¬ 
jected, and fome llnce the time of Spencer; al¬ 
though we have ftill retained not a few, which 
have been long antiquated in France. I could pro¬ 
duce ieveral inftanccs of both kinds, if it were of 
any ule or entertainment. 

To examine into the fevcral circumftances by 
which the language of a counrry may be altered, 
would force me to enter into a wide field. I (hall 
only oblerve, that the Latin, the French, and the 
Engliih, feem to have undergone the fame fortune. 
The firft, from the days of Romulus to thofe of 
Julius Caelar, fuffered perpetual changes : and by 
what we rr.eet in thofe authors who occafionally 
fpeak on that fubjeCl, as well as from certain frag¬ 
ments of old laws, it is manifeft that the Latin, 
three hundred years before Tully, was as unintel¬ 
ligible in his time, as die Lnglifh and French of 
the fame period are now; and thefe two have 
changed as much fince William the conqueror 

(which 
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(which is but little lefs than feveu hundred years,) 
as the Latin appears to have done in the like term. 
Whether our language or the French will decline 
as fall as the Roman did, is a qudtion, that would 
perhaps admit more debate than it ts worth, there 
were many reafons for the corruptions of the lait: 
as, the change of their government to a tyranny, 
which ruined the fludy of eloquence, there being 
no further ufe or encouragement lor popular ora¬ 
tors : their giving not only the freedom ot the city, 
but capacity for employments, to fevcral towns 111 
Gaul, hpain, and Germany, and other dntant 
parts, as far as Afia; which brought a great num¬ 
ber of foreign pretenders into Rome: the lhivilh 
difpofition of the fenate and people, by which the 
wit and eloquence of the age were wholly turned 
into panegyric, the moll barren of all fubjedts: the 
great corruption of manners, and introduction o 
foreign luxury, with foreign terms to exprefs it, 
with leveral others that might be afligned -, not to 
mention thofe invafions from the Goths and Van- 
dais, which are too obvious to infill on. 

The Roman language arrived at great perfection, 
before it began to decay : and the French, for thele 
laft fifty years, hath been polilhing as much as it 
will bear, and appears to be declining by the natu¬ 
ral inconftancy of that people, and the afredlation 
of feme late authors to introduce and multiply cant 
words, which is the moll ruinous corruption in any 
language. La Bruyere, a late celebrated writer 
among them, makes ufe of many new terms, which 
are not to be found in any of the common dictio¬ 
naries before his time. But the Englilh tongue is 
not arrived to (uch a degree of perfection, as to 
make us apprehend any thoughts ot its decay •, and 
if it were once refined to a certain ftandard, per¬ 
haps there might be ways found out to fix it tor 
ever, or at leait till we were invaded and made a 
conqueft by fome other Rate ; and even then our 
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be ft writings might probably be prelervcd with care, 
and grow into efteem, and the authors have a 
chance for immortality. 

But without fuch great revolutions as thefe (to 
which we are. I think, lefs fubjedt than kingdoms 
upon the continent,) I fee no abiolute neceffny why 
any language Ihould be perpetually changing; for 
wc find many examples to the contrary. From 
Homer to Plutarch are above a thouJand years ; fo 
long at ltaft the purity of the Greek tongue may be 
lowed to Lft, and wc know not how far before. The 
Grecians fpread their coluuies round all the coafts 
of Alia Minor, even to the northern parts lying 
towards the Euxinc, in every ifl »nd of the Egaean 
fca, and fcveral others in the Mediterranean ; where 
the language was preferved entire for many ages, 
after they thcmfelvcs became colonies to .Rome, 
and till they were over-run by the barbarous na¬ 
tions upon the fall of that empire. The Chinefe 
have books in their language above two thoufand 
years old, neither have the frequent conquefts of 
the Tartars been able to alter it. The German, 
Spanifli, and Italian, have admitted few or no 
changes for fome ages paft. The other languages 
of Europe I know nothing of; neither is there any 
occafion to confider them. 

Having taken this compafs, I return to thofe 
confiderations upon our own language, which I 
would humbly offer your Lordfliip. The period, 
wherein the Englilh tongue received moft improve¬ 
ment, I take to commence with the beginning of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign, and to conclude with the 
great rebellion in 42. It is true, there was a very 
ill taile, both of ltvle and wit, which prevailed un¬ 
der King James the Firft ; but that fetms to have 
been corrected in the firft years of his fucceffor, who, 
among many other qualifications of an excellent 
prince, was a great patron of learning. From the 
civil war to this prelent time, I am apt to doubt 

whether 
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whether the corruptions in our language have not 
at lead equalled the refinements of it; and thele 
corruptions very few of the bed authors in our age 
have wholly efcaped. During the ufurpaiion, fuch 
an infufion of cnthuiiadic jargon prevailed in every 
writing, as was not lhaken oft in many years after. 
To this fucceeded that licentioufnefs which entered 
with the Reftoration, and, from infecting our reli¬ 
gion and morals, fell to corrupt our language ; 
which lad was not like to be much improved by 
thoi'e, who at that time made up the court of King 
Charles the Second; either fueh, who had fol¬ 
lowed him in his banifhment, or who had been al¬ 
together converlant in the dialedt of thole fanatic 
times; or young .men, who had been educated in 
in the fame country; fo that the court, which uied 
to be the dandard of propriety and correanefs of 
fpeech, was then, and, I think, hath ever iince 
continued the word l'chool in England for that ac- 
complifhment; and fo will remain, till better care 
be taken in the education of our young nobility, 
that they may fet out into the world with fome 
foundation of literature, in order to qualify them 
for patterns of politcnefs. The confequence of this 
defetd upon our language may appear from the 
plays, and other compofitions written for entertain¬ 
ment within fifty years pad ; filled with a fucceffion 
of afFcided phraies, and new conceited words, ei¬ 
ther borrowed from the current ftyle of the court, 
or from thofe, who, under the chara&er of men 
of wit and pleafure, pretended to give the law. Ma¬ 
ny of thefe refinements have already been long an¬ 
tiquated, and are now hardly intelligible, which is 
no wonder, when they were the product only of 
ignorance and caprice. 

" I have never known this great town without one 
or more dunces of figure, who had credit enough 
to five rife to fome new word, and propagate it in 
mod converfations, though it had neither humour, 

nor 
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nor figmficancy. If it ftruck the prefcnt tafte, it 
was foon transferred into the plays and current 
fcribbles of the week, and became an addition to 
to our language ; while the men of wit and learn¬ 
ing, in dead of early obviating fuch corruptions, 
were too often fcduccd to imitate and comply with 
them* 

There is another fet of men, who have contribu¬ 
ted very much to the fpoilingof the Englifh tongue; 

I mean the poets, from the time of the Reftoration. 
Thcfe gentlemen, although they could not be infen- 
fible how much our language was already overflock¬ 
ed with rhonofyHables, yet, to fave time and pains, 
introduced that barbarous cuflom of abbreviating 
words, to fit them to the mcaiure of their verfes ; 
6nd this they have frequently done fo very injudi- 
cioufly, as to form fuch harlh unharmonious 
founds, that none but a northern ear could en¬ 
dure; they have joined the moft obdurate confo- 
nants without one intervening vowel, only to fhor- 
ten a fyllable; and their tade in time became fo de¬ 
praved, that what was at firft a poetical licence not 
to be juftified, they made their choice, alledging, 
that the words pronounced at length founded faint 
and languid. This was a pretence to take up the 
fame cuftotn in profe ! fo that mod of the books 
we fee now a-davs, '’re full of thofe manglings and 
abbreviations. Inftances of this abufe are innumer¬ 
able : what does your Lordfhip think of the words, 
drudg’d, diflurb’d, rebuk'd, fledg’d, and a thou- 
fand others tvny where to be met with in profe as 
well as verfe ? Where, by leaving out a vowel to 
fave a fyllable, we form fo jairing a found, and lo 
difficult to utter, that I have often wondered how 
it could ever obtain 

Another caufe. (and perhaps borrowed from the 
former,) which hath contributed not a little to the 
maiming of our language, is a toolilh opinion, ad¬ 
vanced of late years, that we ought to ipdi ex<i£tty 

1 as 









LORD HIGH TREASURER. 311 

as we fpeak ; which, befide the obvious inconveni¬ 
ence of utterly deftroying our etymology, would be 
a thing we fhould never fee an end of. Not only 
the ftveral towns and counties of England have a 
different way of pronouncing, but even here m 
London they clip their words after one manner a- 
bout the court, another in the city, and a third m 
thefuburbs: and, in a few years, it is probable, 
will all differ from themfelves, as fancy or fafhton 
fliall direft : all which reduced to writing would 
entirely confound orthography. Yet many people 
are fo fond of this conceit, that it is fometimes a 
difficult matter to read modern books and pamph¬ 
lets- where the words are fo curtailed, andvaiied 
from their original fpelling, that whoever hath been 
ufed to plain Engliffi, will hardly know them by 

^Several young men at the univerfities, terrribly 
pofleffed with the fear of pedantry, run into a worle 
extreme, and think all politenefs to confift in read¬ 
ing the daily traffi fent down to 1them from, hence 
this they call knowing the -world, and reading men 
and manners. Thus furmfhed they c0 7 ?l ° 

town, reckon all their errors for accompl.ffiments, 

borrow the neweft fet of phrafes -, and if they take 
a pen into their hands, all the odd words they have 
picked up in a coffeehoufe, or a gaming ordinary, 
are produced as flowers of ftyle ; and the ortho¬ 
graphy refined to the utmoft. 1 o this we owe thofe 

monftrous produdtions, which under the name of 

trips, / 'pies , amv/ements , and other conceitedi < pp 
lations, have over-run us for lome years paft. 0 
this we owe that ftrange race of wits, who'tell us, 
they write to the humour of the age. And I wiffi 
I could fay, thefe quaint fopperies were who ly ab- 
fent from graver iubjects In fliort, I wou 
dertake to fliew your Lordfhip feveral pieces,where 
the beauties of this kind are Jo predominant, that, 

Vol. V. s ‘ ' 
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with all your (kill in languages, you could never be 
able cither to read or underhand them. 

I5ut I am very much miftaken, if many of thefc 
falfe refinements among us do not arife from a prin¬ 
ciple, which would quite deftroy their credit, if ip 
.were well undtrftood and conhdered. For I am 
afraid, my Lord, that, with all the real good qua¬ 
lities of our country, we are naturally not very po¬ 
lite. This perpetual difpofition to (horten our words, 
by retrenching the vowels, is nothing clfe but a 
tendency to lapfe into the barbarity of thofe nor¬ 
thern nations frpm whom we are defeended, and 
whole languages labour all under the fame defeat. 
For it is worthy our obfervation, that the Spaniards, 
the French, and the Italians, although derived 
from the fame northern anceftors with ourfelves, 
are with the utmoft difficulty taught to pronounce 
our words, which the Swedes and Danes, as well 
as the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with eafe, 
becaufc our fyllablcs refemble theirs in the rough- 
nds and frequency of confonants. Now, as we 
ftruggle with an ill climate to improve the nobler 
kinds of fruits, are at the cxpencc of walls to re¬ 
ceive and reverberate the faint rays of the fun, and 
fence againll the northern blahs, we fometimes, by 
the help of a good foil, equal the productions of 
warmer countries, who have no need to be at fo 
much coft and care. It is the fame thing with re- 
fpedl to the politer arts among us ; and the fame 
detect of heat, which gives a tiercenefs to our na¬ 
tures, may contribute to that roughnels of our lan¬ 
guage, which bears fome analogy to the harfli fruit 
of colder countries. For I do not reckon that we 
want a genius more than the reft of our neigh¬ 
bours : but your Lordffiip will be of my opinion, 
that we ought to ftruggle with thefe natural difad- 
vantages as much as we can, and be careful whom 
we employ, whenever we dciign to corredt them, 
which is a work that has hitherto been ail'umed by 
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,he leaft qualified hands. So that, if the choice had 
been left to me, I would rather have trufted the 
refinement of our language, as far as it relates to 
found, to the judgement of the women, than ot il¬ 
literate court fops, half-witted poets, and umverii- 
ty-bovs. For it is plain, that women, in their 
manner of corrupting words, do naturally dilcaul 
the confonants, as we do the vowels. What I am 
coine to tell your Loidfhip appears very trifling: 
that more than once, where lome ot both iexes 
were in company, I have perluaded two or three of 
each to take a pen, and write down a number of 
letters joined together, juft as it came into their 
heads; and, upon reading this gibbenlh, we have 
found that which the men had wrote, by the fre¬ 
quent encountering of rough confonants, to found 
like High-Dutch; and the other, by the women 
like Italian, abounding in vowels and liquid. Now 
though I would by no means give ladies the uou- 
bleof advifingusin the reformation of our lan¬ 
guage, yet I cannot help thinking, that fmce they 
have been left out of all meetings, except parties at 
play, or where worfe defigns are carried on, our 
converfation hath very much degenerated. 

In order to reform our language, I conceive, my 
Lord, that a free judicious choice fliould be made 
of fuch perfons, as are generally allowed to be 
beft qualified for fuch a work, without any regaid 
to quality, party, or profeilion. I hefe, to a cer¬ 
tain number at leaft, Ihould afTemble at fome ap- 
pointed time and place, and fix on rules by which 
they defign to proceed. What methods they will 
take, is not for me to prelcnbe. Your Lordfhip, 
and other perfons in great employment, might 
pleafe to be of the number: and I am afraid, luch 
a fociety would want your inftruaion and example 
as much as vouc proteaion; for I have, not with¬ 
out a little envy, obferved of late the ftyie of fame 
S f 2 8 reiU 
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great minifters very much to exceed that of any o- 
ther productions. 

The perlons who are to undertake this work will 
have the example of- the French before them to 
imitate, where thcle have proceeded right, and to 
avoid their miftakes. Helides the grammar-part, 
wherein wc are id lowed to be very dtfedtive, they 
will oblerve many gto! improprieties, which, how¬ 
ever authorifed by pradfiie, and grown familiar, 
ought to be difcaided. They will find many words 
that deferve to be utterly thrown out of our lan¬ 
guage, many more to be corredtcd, and perhaps 
not a tew long iince antiquated, which ought to be 
reilored on account of their energy and found. 

But what I have moff at heart, is, that lomc me¬ 
thod Ihould be thought on for ascertaining and fix¬ 
ing our language for ever, after fuch alterations are 
made in it as lhall be thought requifite. For I am 
of opinion, that it is better a language fhould not 
be wholly ptrfedfc, than that it Ihould be perpetu¬ 
ally changing ; and we muff give over at one time 
or other, or at length infallibly change for the 
worfe, as the Homans did, when they began to quit 
their limplicity of flyle for affected refinements, 
fuch as we meet in Tacitus and other authors; 
which ended by degrees in many babarities, even 
before the Goths had invaded Italy. 

The fame of our writers is utually confined to 
thefe two iflaods, and it is hard it fhould be limited 
in time as much as place, by the perpetual variations 
of our fpeech. It is your Lordfhip’s obfervation, 
that if it were not for the Bible and Common- 
Prayer Book in the vulgar tongue, we fhould hard¬ 
ly be able to underhand any thing that was written 
among us an hundred years ago ; which is certain¬ 
ly true : for thofe books, being perpetually read in 
churches, have proved a kind of ftandard for lan¬ 
guage, efpecially to the common people. And I 
doubt, whether the alterations, fince introduced, 

have 
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have added much to the beauty or ftrength of the 
Engliflt tongue, though they have taken off a great 
deal from that limplicity, which is one of the great- 
eft perfe&ions in any language. You, my Lord, 
who are fo converfantin the facred writings, and lo 
great a judge of them in their originals, will agree, 
that no tranflation our country ever yet produced, 
hath come up to that of the Old and New lefta- 
ment: and by the many beautiful pafiages, which 
I have often had the honour to’hear your Lordflup 
cite from thence, I am perluaded, that the tranfla- 
tors of the Bible were matters of an Englifh ftyle, 
much fitter for that work than any we fee in our 
prefent writings; which I take to be owing to the 
limplicity that runs through the whole. Then, as 
to the greateft part of our liturgy, compiled long 
before the tranflation of the Bible now in uic, and 
little altered fince; there feem to be in it as great 
ftrains of true fublime eloquence, as are any where 
to be found in our language; which every man of 
good tafte will obferve in the communion-fervice, 
that of burial, and other parts. 

But when I fay, that 1 would have our language, 
after it is duly correfted, always to laft, I do not 
mean that it fhould never be enlarged. Provided 
that no word, which a fociety iliall give a iandtion 
to, be afterwards antiquated and exploded, they 
mav have liberty to receive whatever new ones they 
fliail have occafion for ; becaufe then the old books 
will yet be always valuable according to their mtrin- 
flc worth, and not thrown afide on account of un¬ 
intelligible words and phrafes, which appear harlh 
and uncouth, only becaufe they are out ot falhion. 
Had the Roman tongue continued vulgar in that ci¬ 
ty till this time, it would have been absolutely nece - 
favv, from the mighty changes that have been made 
in law and religion, from the many terms ot art 
required in trade and in war, from the new in¬ 
ventions that have happened in the world, from the 
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vaft fpreading of navigation and commerce, with 
many other obvious circumftances, to have made 
great additions to that language; yet the ancients 
would ftill have been read and underftood with pica- 
fure and eafe. The Greek tongue received many 
enlargements between the time of Homer and that 
of Plutarch ; yet the former author was probably 
as well undeviloed in Trajan’s time as the latter. 
What Horace lays of words going off and perijhing 
like leaves , and ne&'ones coining in their place , is a 
misfortune he laments, rather than a thing he ap¬ 
proves ; but I cannot fee why this lliould be abio- 
lutcly necelTary, or, if it were, what would have 
become of his monumentum aere perennius ? 

Writing by memory only, as I do at prefent, I 
would gladly keep within my depth ; and therefore 
fhall not enter into further particulars. Neither do 
I pretend more than to lliew the ufefulnefs of this 
detign, and to make lome general obfervations, 
leaving the red to that fociety, which I hope will 
owe its inftitution and patronage to your Lordlhip. 
Befides, I would willingly avoid repetition, having 
about a year ago communicated to the public much 
of what I had to offer upon this lubjcft, by the 
hands of an ingenious gentleman, who for a long 
time did thrice a week divert or inftrudt the king¬ 
dom by his papers ; and is iuppofed to purfue the 
fame ddign at prefent under the title of Spectator. 
This author, w ho hath tried the force and compafs 
of our language with lb much fuccefs, agrees en¬ 
tirely with me in moft of my lentiments relating to 
it ; fo do the greateif part of the men of wit and 
learning, whom I have had the happinefs to con¬ 
vene with ; and therefore I imagine that luch a fo¬ 
ciety would be pretty unanimous in the main points. 

Your Lordlhip mult allow, that fuch a work as 
this brought to perfection, would very much con¬ 
tribute to the glory of her majelty's reign ; which 
ought to be recorded in words more durable than 

brafs. 
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brafs, and fuch as our pofterity may read a thou- 
fand years hence with pleafure as well as admirati- 
on. I always difapproved that falle compliment to 
princes, that the moft lading monument they can 
have, is the hearts of their fubjefts. It is indeed 
their greateft prefent felicity to reign in their fub- 
j eft’s hearts; but thcle are too perifhable to pre- 
ferve their memories, which can only be done by 
the pens of able and faithful hiftorians. . And I 
take it to be your Lordfhip’s duty, as Prime Mi* 
nifter, to give order for infpefting our language, 
and rendering it fit to record the hiftory of fo great 
and good a princels. Befides, my Lord, as difin- 
terefted as you appear to the world, I am convin¬ 
ced, that no man is more in the power of a pre¬ 
vailing favourite paffion than yourfelf; I mean th~ 
defire of true and lading honour, which you have 
borne along with you through every ftage of your 
life. To this you have often facrificed your inter- 
eft, your eafe, and your health: For preferving 
and increafing this, you have expoled your perfon 
to lecret treachery and open violence. I here is not 
perhaps an example in hiftory of any minifter, wh® 
in fo lhort a time hath performed fo many great 
things, and overcome fo many difficulties. Now, 
though I am fully convinced, that you fear God. 
honour your Queen, and love your country, as 
much as any of your tellow-fubjefts, yet I mult 
believe, that the delire of fame hath been noincon- 
fiderable motive to quicken you in the purluit of 
thofe aftions which will beft del'erve it. But at t ic 
fame time 1 muft be fo plain as to tell your Lord- 
fhip, that if you will not take fome care to fettle 
our language, and put it into a ftate of continu¬ 
ance, I cannot promife that your memory fliall be 
preferved above an hundred years, farther than by 

imperfeft tradition. . 

As barbarous and ignorant as we were in former 

centuries, there were more cfteftual care taken y 
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our anceftors to preferve the memory of times and 
perfons, than we find in this age of learning and 
politenefs, as we are plea fed to call it. lhe rude 
Latin of the Monks is ftill very intelligible; where¬ 
as, had their records been delivered down only in 
the vulgar tongue, fo barren and fo barbarous, fo 
fubjeeft to continual fucceeding changes, they could 
pot now be underftood, unlefs by antiquaries, who 
make it their ftudy to expound them. And we 
mull at this day have been content with fuch poor 
abftrafts of our Englifh ftory, as laborious men of 
low genius would think fit to give us ; and even 
thefe in the next age would be likewife fwallowed up 
in fucceeding collections. If things go on at this 
rate, all I can promife your Lordfhip, is, that, a- 
bout two hundred years hence, fume painful com¬ 
piler, who will be at the trouble of lludying our 
language, may inform the world, that in the reign 
of Queen Anne, Robert Earl of Oxford, a very 
wife and excellent man, was made High Treafurer, 
and faved his country, which in thofe days was al- 
moft ruined by a Foreign War and a Domeftic fac¬ 
tion. Thus much he may be able to pick out, and 
willing to transfer into his new hiftory ; but the reft 
of your chara&er, which I or any other writer 
may now value ourfelves by drawing, and the par¬ 
ticular account of the great things done under your 
miniftry, for which you are already fo celebrated 
in moft parts of Europe, will probably be dropped, 
on account of the antiquated ftyleand manner they 
are delivered in. How then ftiall any man, who 
hath a genius for hiftory equal to the beft of the 
ancients, be able to undertake fuch a work with fpi- 
rit and chearfulneis, when he confiders that he will 
be read with pleafure but a very few years, and in 
an age or two fhall hardly be underftood without an 
interpreter? This is like employing an excellentfta- 
tuarv to work upon mouldering ftone. ihofe, who 
applv their ftudies to preferve the memory of others, 
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will always have fome concern for their own. And 
I believe it is for this reafon, that fo few writers 
among us of any diftinCtion have turned their 

thoughts to fuch a difeouraging employment: for 

the heft Englilh hiftorian muft he under this rnor 
tification, that, when his ftyle grows antiquated, 
he will be only confidered as a tedious relat ° r 
faffs; and perhaps confulted in his turn among 
other negleftcd authors to furmlh materials for 

fome future collector. . . , 

I doubt your lordfhip is but .11 cnternmed w.th 
a few fcattered thoughts upon a fubjeft, that de- 
lerves to be treated with ability and care . however, 

I muft beg leave to add a few words more, perhaps 
not abogether foreign to the fame matter. n0 , 
not whether that which I am going to lay may pals 
for caution, advice, or reproach, any of which 
will be iuftly thought very improper from one in 
mv ft at ion to one in yours. However, I muft ven. 
tu're to affirm, that if genius and learning be not 
encouraged under your lordfhip s adminiftration, 
you are the mo ft inexcufable perfon ahve. AU 
vour other virtues, my Lord, will be defeftive 

without this; your affability, candor, and good 

nature ; that perpetual agreeablenefs of conven¬ 
tion, fo difengaged in the midft of fuch a weight 
of bufinefs and oppofition ; even youi ju t ice > 

Sence, and magnanimity, will ih.ne lefs bright 
without it. Your lordfhip is universally allowed 
to poffefs a very large portion in moft parts of lf- 
terature ; and to this you owe the cultivating thefe 
-many virtues which otherwife would have oeen Lfs 
adorned, or in lower perfection. Neither can you 
acquit yourfelf of thefe obligations w.thout letting 
the arts in their turn fliare your influence and pro¬ 
tection : befides, who knows but fome true genius 
,nay happen to ariie under your m.mftry, exortus 
vt aetheriui fol. Every age might perhaps produce 
one or two of thefe to adorn it, if they were not 
Vol. V. T t funk 
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funk under the cenfure and obloquy of plodding 
Servile, imitating pedants j l do not mean by a true 
genius, any bold writer, who breaks through the 
rules of decency to diftinguifh himfclf by the tingu- 
larity of his opinions: but one, who upon a de¬ 
serving fubje£l is able to open new icenes, and dil- 
cover a vein of true and noble thinking, which ne¬ 
ver entered into any imagination before ; every 
Broke of whole pen is worth all the paper blotted 
by hundreds of others in thecompafs of their lives. 
1 know, my Lord, your friends all offer in your 
defence, that, in your private capacity, you never 
refilled your purle and credit to the Service and 
Support of learned or ingenious men ; and that e- 
ver iince you have been in public employment, you 
have conitantly bellowed your favours on the moft 
deferving pcrlons. But 1 deiire your lordfhip not 
to be deceived : we never will admit of theie ex- 
cufes, nor will allow your private liberality, as great 
as it is, to attone for your exceilive public thrift* 
But here again I am afraid moll good lubjetfts will 
iuterpofe in your defence, by allcdging the defpe- 
ratc condition you found the nation in, and the 
ncceflity there was for lo able and faithful a Iteward 
to retrieve it, if poilible, by the utmoll frugality. 
We grant all this, my Lord; but then it ought 
likewiie to be confidered, that you have already 
Saved Several millions to the public, and that whqt 
we alk is too inconliderable to break into any rales 
of the llri&eft good hufbandry. The French King 
bellows about half a dozen penilons to learned men 
in Several parts of Europe, and perhaps a doz^n in 
his own kingdom ; which in tlie u’holc do probably 
not amount to half the income of many a private 
commoner in England ; yet have more contributed 
to the glory of that prince, than any million lie 
hath otherwile employed. For learning, like ail 
true merit, is ealily Satisfied ; whilll the falfe and 
counterfeit is perpetually craving, and never thinks 
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it hath enough. The fmalleft favour given by a 
great prince, as a mark of efteem, to reward the 
endowments of the mind, never fails to be mur , 
ed with praife and gratitude, and loudly celebrated 
to the world. I have known fome years ago leve- 
ral penlions given to particular perionsif 
fervedly I fhall not enquire), any one of which, t 
divided 7 into fmaller parcels, and diftnbuted by the 
crown, to thofe who might upon occafion d.ft.n- 

guifh themfelves by fome extraordinary pro udion 

of wit or learning, would be amply fufhcient 
anfwer the end. Or if any l'uch perfons 
bove money (as every great genius certainly is with 
very moderate conveniencies of life), a medal, or 
lonie mark of diftinftion, would do full as 've . 

But I forget my province, and find mylelf turn¬ 
ing projector before I am aware ; although u be 
one of the laft chara&ers under which I fhould 
delire to appear before your Lordihip, efpecially 
when I have the ambition of afpinng to that of be¬ 
ing, with the greateft refpeft and truth. 

My Lord, 

Tour Lordjbip’s 

vioji obedient , mojl obliged, 

and niojl humble fervant• 


London, Feb. 22. 
1711-12. 
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Some Free Thoughts upon the Pre¬ 
sent State of Affairs *. 


Written in the year 1714. 

W H ATEVER may be thought or praclifed by 
profound politicians, they will hardly be 
able to convince the realonable part of mankind, 
that the mod plain, fliorr, eafy, and lawful way to 
any good end is not more eligible, than one direct- 

* About a month before the dmife of Queen Anne, the Dean 
having laboured to reconcile the minifhrs to each other Without fuc- 
cef , retired to the houfe of a friend in Bcikfliirc, »nd never law 
them more. But, during this ictrear, he wrote the f *ilow ing trea- 
tife, which he thought might be ot fomc ufe even in that juncture, 
and fent it up to London to be printed : but, upon fome difference 
in op.n on between the author and the late Lord Bolingbrake, the 
publication was delayed till the 0veen's death : and then he recalled 
his copy. It was afterwards placed in the hands of the late* Aider- 
man Barber, from whom it was obtained to be printed. The ruin 
of the miuftry by this animofity among thcmfclvc , wa long forc- 
fecn and foretold by Swift; and it appears by Lord Bolingbroke’s let¬ 
ter t Sir William Wyndham, that in his heart he renounced his 
friendfhip for Oxford long hefore the condufion of the peace, though 
it did not appea till afterwards. “ The peace”, fays he, u which 
i( had been iud^ed to be the only folid foundation whereupon we 
« could ereft a Tory fyftem, ani yet when it was made we found 
« i urfelves at a (land; nay, the very work, which ought to have 
<c been the bafis of our ftrength, was in part demolifhed before our 
li eyes, and wc were ftoned wi:h the ruins of it.” This event pro¬ 
bably rendered the difunion of the miniltry vifihle ; fome principally 
endeavouring to fecure thcmfclves, fome Bill labouring to eftablifh at 
all events the party they had clpoufed, which faw nothing but “ in- 
** creafe of mortification and nearer approaches to ruin”. And it is 
not to be wondered at, that w'hen this treatife was written, the Dean’s 
attempts to reconcile his friends were un'uccefkful; for Bolingbrokc 
declare 1 , that he abhorred Oxford to luch a degree, that he would 
rather have fuffe^ed banilhment or death, than have taken meafures 
in concert with him to have avoided either. 

When you have read this pamphlet, Jigito ctmfrfce {altttum. Or- 
reiy, 

iy 
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ly contrary in fotne or all of thefe qualities. I 
have been frequently allured by great minifters, 
that politics were nothing but common fenle ; 
which, as.it was the only true thing they fpoke, fo 
it was the only thing they could have wilhed I 
fhould not believe. God hath given the bulk, of 
mankind a capacity to underftand realon when ic 
is fairly offered ; and by realon they vvould eaftly 
be governed, it it were left to their choice. Thofe 
princes in all ages, who were moll diftinguilhed 
for their myfterious Ikill in government, found by 
the event, that they had ill conl'ulted their own 
quiet, or the eafe and happinefs of their people: 
nor hath pollerisy remembered them with honour; 
fuch as Lyfander and Philip among the Greeks, 
Tiberius in Rome, Pope Alexander the fixth and 
his fon Csefar Borgia, Q^ieen Catherine de Medicis, 
Philip the fecond of Spain, with many others. Nor 
are examples lefs frequent of minifters, famed for 
men of deep intrigue, whole politics have produced 
little more than murmurings, tactions, and dif- 
contents, .which ufually terminated in the difgtace 
and ruin of the authors. _ 

I can recolluR but three occafions in a ftatc, 
where the talents of fuch men may be thought ne- 
ceffary ; I mean in a rtate where the prince is obey¬ 
ed and loved by his fubjefts : firft, in the nego¬ 
tiation of a peace •, fecondly, in adjtiftirig the in- 
terefts of our own country with thofe of the na¬ 
tions round us, watching the feveral motions of 
our neighbours and allies, and prelerving a due 
balance among them: laftly, in the management 
of parties and ta&ions at home. In the firft of 
thefe cafes I have often heard it obferved, that 
plain good fenfc and a firm adherence to the point, 
have proved more effectual than all thoie aits t 
which I remember a great foreign miniiter uied 
in contempt to call the fpirit of negociating. Itv 
the fecond cafe much wifdom and a thorough 

knowledge 
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knowledge in affairs, both foreign and domeftic, 
are certainly required : after which I know no ta¬ 
lents neceffary bcfides method and fkill in the com¬ 
mon forms of buiinefs. In the lafl cafe, which is 
that of managing parties, there feems indeed to be 
more occafion for employing this gift of the lower 
politics, whenever the tide runs high againft the 
court and miniftry, which feldom happens under 
any tolerable adminiftration, while the true intc- 
reft of the nation is purfued. But, here in Eng¬ 
land (for I do not pretend to eftablifh maxims of 
government in general) while the prince and mi- 
niftiy, the clergy, the majority of landed-men, 
and bulk of the people, appear to have the fame 
views and the (lime principles, it is not obvious to 
me, how thofc at the helm can have many oppor¬ 
tunities of ihewing their fkill in myftery and re¬ 
finement, bcfides what thcmfelves think fit to 
create 

I have been affured by men long practifed in bu- 
finefs, that the fecreis of court are much fewer 
than we generally luppofe; and I hold it for the 
greateft fecrer ot court, that they are fo : becaufe 
the firft Iprings of great events, like thofe of great 
rivers, are often fo mean and fo little, that in de¬ 
cency they ouj.ht to be hid : and therefore mini- 
flers are fo wife" to leave their proceedings to be ac¬ 
counted for by reafoners at a difiance, who often 
mould them into fyftcms, that do not only go down 
very well in the coffee- houfe, but are fupplies for 
pamphlets in the prefent age, and may probably 
furnilh materials for memoirs and hiftories in the 
next. 

It is true indeed, that even thofe who are very 
near the court; and are fuppofed to have a large 
fhare in the management of public matters, are apt 
to deduft wrong confequencts, bv realoning upon 
the caufes and motives of thofe actions wherein 
themfelvcs are employed. A great minifter puts 
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you a cafe, and a&s your opinion, but conceals 
an effential circumftance, upon which the whole 
weight of the matter turns; then he defpifeth your 
undtrftanding for counfelling him no better, and 
concludes he ought to tiuft entirely to his own 
wifdom. Thus he grows to abound in fecrets and 
referves, even towards thofe, with whom he ought 
to act in the greateft confidence and concert : and 
thus the world is brought to judge, that whatever 
be the iflue and event, it was all torefeen, conniv¬ 
ed, and brought to pafs by fome mafter ftroke of 

his politics. # 

I could produce innumerable inltances, fiom my 
own memory and obfervation, of events imputed to 
the profound (kill and addrefs of a miniftcr, which 
in reality were either the mere effect of negligence, 
weaknefs, humour, paflion, or pride, or, at beff, 
but the natural courfe of things left to themielves. 

During this very feflion of parliament, a molt 
ingenious gentleman, who hath much credit with 
thole in power, would needs have it, that in the 
late diflenfions at couir, which grew too high to 
be any longer a itcret, the whole matter was car¬ 
ried with the utinoft dexterity on one fide, and 
with maniftft ill conduct on the other. ^ To prove 
this, he made ufe of the molt plaufible topies, 
drawn from the nature and difpolition of the leves 
ral perfons concerned, as well as of her majeity ; 
all which he knows as much of as any man : and 
gave me a detail of the whole, with lucli an ap¬ 
pearance of probability, as committed to writing 
would pafs for an admirable piece of lecret hitfory. 
Yet I am at the fame time convinced by the flrong- 
eft reafons, that the iflue of thole diflenfions, as to 
the part they had in the court and houie of lords, 
was partly owing to very different caufes, and part¬ 
ly to the lituation of affairs, from v\ hence in that 

conjuncture thev could not eafily terminate other- 
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wife than they did, whatever unhappy confequenccs 
they may have for the future. 

In like manner I have heard a phyfician pro¬ 
nounce with great gravity, that he had cured fo 
many patients of malignant fevers, and as many 
more of the fmall pox ; whereas in truth nine parts 
in ten of thofe who recovered, owed their lives to 
the ftrength of nature and a good conftitution, 
while fuch a one happened to be their doftor. 

Bur, while it is fo difficult to learn thefprings and 
motives of fome faCb, aed fo caly to forget the 
ciicutnfiances of others, it is no wonder they ihould 
be fo grofdy mifreprefented to the public, by curi¬ 
ous inquilitive heads, who proceed altogether upon 
conjectures, and in reafoning upon affairs of ftate, 
are fure to be miftaken, by fearching too deep. 
y\nd as I have known this to be the frequent error 
of many others, fo I am fure it bath been perpetu¬ 
ally mine, whenever l have * attempted to difeover 
the caufe of political events by refinement and con¬ 
jecture ; which I muff acknowledge hath very 
much abated my veneration for what they call 
arcana imperii whereof 1 dare pronounce, that the 
fewer there are in any adminiftration, it is juft lo 
much the better. 

What I have hitherto (aid, hath by no means 
been intended to dctraCl from the qualities requifite 
in thofe, who are trufted with the adminiftration 
of public affairs; on the contrary, I know no fta- 
tion of life, where great abilities and virtues of all 
kinds are fo highly necefiary, and where the want 
of any is fo quickly or univerfally felt. A great 
miniller hath no virtue lor which the public may 
not be the better, nor any defcCl by which the 
public is not certainly a fufferer. I have known 
more than once or twice, within four years paft, 
an omilfion, iu appearance' very fmall, prove al- 
molt fatal to a wh.ole fcheme, and very hardly re- 
retrieved. It is not always iufficient for the per- 
i fo* 
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fon at the helm, that he is intrepid in his nature, 
free from any tin&ure of avarice or corruption, and 
that he hath great natural and acquired abilities. 

I never thought the reputation of much fecrecy 
was a character of any advantage to a minifter, be- 
caufe it put all other men upon their guard to be 
as fccret as he, and was confequently the occalion 
that perfons and things were always mifreprefented 
to him : becaufe likewife, too great an affectation 
of fccrecy is ufually thought to be attended with 
thofe little intrigues and refinements, which among 
the vulgar denominate a man a great politician, but 
among others is apt, whether defervedly or no, to 
acquire the opinion of cunning : a talent, which 
differs as much from the true knowledge of govern¬ 
ment, as that of an attorney from an able lawyer. 
Neither indeed am I altogether convinced, that this 
habit of multiplying fecrets may not be carried on, 
fo far as to ftop that communication which is ne- 
ceffary, in forne degree, among all who have any 
confiderable part in the management of public af¬ 
fairs ; becaufe 1 have obferved the inconvemencies 
arifing from a want of love between thofe who were 
to give diredlions, to have been of as ill confequence 
as any that could happen from the difcovery of ie- 
crets. I fuppofe, when a building is to be erefted, 
the model mav be the contrivance only of one head•, 
and it is fufficient that the under-workmen be or¬ 
dered to cut fiones into certain (hapes, and place 
them in certain pofitions : but the feveral mafter- 
builders muft have fome general knowledge of the 
defign, without which they can give no orders at 
all. And. indeed, I do not know a greater mark 
of an able minifter, than that of rightly adapting 
the feveral faculties of men ; nor is any thing more 
to be lamented than the impra&icablenefs ol doing 
this in anv great degree under our prefent circum- 
ftanc»=s, while fo m nv (hut themfelves out by ad¬ 
hering to a faction, and while the court is mflaved 
VOL. V. U u to 
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to the impatience of others, who defire to fell their 
vote, or their interefl:, as dear as they can. But 
whether this hath not been i'ubmitted to more than 
was neceflary, whether it hath not been dangerous 
in the example, and pernicious in the practice, I 
will leave to the inquiry of thole who can better de¬ 
termine. 

It may be matter of no little admiration to confi- 
der in fome lights the Hate of affairs among us for 
four years pall. The Queen finding herfelf, and 
the majority of her kingdom, grown weary of the 
avarice and infolence, the miftaken politics, and 
definitive principles of her former minifiers ; calls 
to the ferviceof the public another fet of men, who, 
by confefiion of their enemies, had equal abilities 
at leaft with their predeceflbrs ; whole interefl made 
it neceflary for them (although their inclinations 
had been otherwife,) to at upon thofc maxims, 
which were moil agreeable to the conftitution in 
church andftatc; whole birth and patrimonies gave 
them weight in the nation ; and who (I lpeak of 
thofc who were to have the chief part in affairs,) 
had long lived under the ft rite fi bon.Is of friend- 
lhip : with all thefe advantages, fupported by a vaft 
majority of the landed intereft, and the inferior 
clergy almoft to a man, we have feveral times feen 
the prefent adminiftration in the greateft diftrefs, 
and very near the brink of ruin, together with the 
caufe of the church and monarchy committed to 
their charge; neither doth it appear to me at the 
minute I am now writing, that their power or du¬ 
ration are upon any tolerable foot of fecurity : which 
I do not fo much impute to the addrefs and induf- 
try of their enemies, as to fome failures among 
themfclves, which I think have been full as vifible 
in their caufes as their effects. 

Nothing hath given, me greater indignation than 
to behold a miniftry, who came with the advantages 
I have reprefented, acting ever fince upon the de- 
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fenfive in the Houfe of Lords with a majority on 
their fide, and, inftead of calling others to account, 
as it was reai'onably expefted, mifpcndmg their 
time and lofing many opportunities of doing good, 
becaufe a ftruggling faftion kept them continually 
in play. This courage among the adverfaries of 
the court was inlpired into them by vai lous inn 
dents, for everyone of which I think the mmifters, 
or (if that was the cafe,) the min.fter alone is to 

For, firft, that race of politicians, who m the 
cant phrafe are called the -whimftcals *, was never 
fo numerous, or at leaft lo aftive, as « hath been 
i'ince the great change at court; many of thole who 
pretended' wholly to be in with the principles, upon 
which her Majefty and her new fervants proceeded, 

cither ablenting themfelves with the utmoft indif¬ 
ference, in thofe conjuncturesi whereon the whole 
caufe depended, or Tiding direftly with the enemy. 

I very well remember, when this mimftry was not 
above a year old, there was a little murmuring 
among fuch as are called the higher I ones or 
Churchmen, that quicker progrefs was not made m 
removing thofe of the difcontented party out of cm- 
I remember 'he 

upon this matter were various, even among many 
who were allowed to know a good deal o 
fide of the court: fome fuppoled the Queen was . 
firft prevailed on to make that great change, " 
no other view than that of atting tor the fatuie up¬ 
on a moderating fcheme, in order t0 reconcile bo h 
parties; and I believe there might poffiblyhayebeen 
fome grounds for this iuppohnon. Othets con¬ 
ceived'the employments were left undilpoled or, 

liy. See Boling broke's letter to W-yndhim, r- 49- 
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order to keep alive the hopes of many more impa¬ 
tient candidates than ever could be gratified. This 
hath fince been looked on as a very high ftrain of 
politics, and to have fucceeded accordingly ; becaufe 
it is the opinion of many, that the numerous pre¬ 
tenders to places would never have been kept in or¬ 
der, if all expectation had been ent off. Others 
were yet more refined ; and thought it neither wife 
nor fafe wholly to extinguifh all oppoiition from 
the other fide ; becaufe in the nature of things it 
was abfolutcly neccfiary that theielhould be parties 
in an Englifli pailiament; and a faction, already 
odious to the people, might be luffered to continue 
with lefs danger, than any new one that could arife. 
To confirm this, it was laid, that the majority in 
the Houfe of Commons was too grear on the iide of 
the High-church, and began to form themfclves in¬ 
to a body, (by the name of the October Club,) in 
order to put the miniftry under lubjeCtion. Laitiy, 
the danger of introducing too great a number of 
unexperienced men at once into office, was ur[;ed 
as an irrefragable reafon for making changes by flow 
degrees. To difeard an able officer from an em¬ 
ployment, or part of a commiffion, where the re¬ 
venue or trade were concerned, for no other reafon 
but differing in fome principles of government, 
might be of terrible conlequence. 

However, it is certain, that none of thefe excufes 
were able to pafs among men, who argued only 
from the principles of general reafon. For firft, 
they looked upon all fehemes of comprehenhon to 
be as vilionary and impoffible in the ltatc, as in the 
church. Secondly, while the fpirit railed by the 
trial of Dr. Sachevcrel continued in motion, men 
were not fo keen upon coming in themfclves, as to 
fee their enemies out, and deprived of all affiftance 
to do mifehief: and it is urged further, that this 
general ambition of hunting after places, grew 
chiefly from feeing them fo long undifpofed of, anri 

from 















THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS. 341 

from too general an encouragement by promifes, to 
all who were thought capable of doing either good 
or hurt. Thirdly, the fear of creating another 
party, in cafe the prefent faction were wholly lub- 
dued, was, in the opinion of plain men, and in re¬ 
gard to the fituation of our affairs, too great a ia- 
crifice of the nation’s lafety to the genius of politics; 
confidering how much was to be done, and how 
little time might probably be allowed. Befides, the 
divifions of a Houle of Commons into corn t and 
country parties, which was the evil they leemed to 
apprehend, could never be dangerous to a good 
miniftrv, who had the true intereft and conftitution 
of their country at heart: as for the apprehenfion 
of too great a majority in the Houle of Commons, 
it appeared to be io vain, that upon fome points of 
importance the court was hardly able to procure one. 
And the October Club, which appeared io formi¬ 
dable at fir ft to fome politicians, proved in the le- 
quel to be the chief fupport of thole who (ufpc&ed 
them. It was likewife very well known that the 
greateft part of ihofe men, whom the former mt- 
niftry left in poffcffion of employments, were loud¬ 
ly charged with inefficiency or corruption, over 
and above their obnoxious tenets in religion and go¬ 
vernment ; fo that it would have been a matter of 
fome difficulty to make a worfe choice ; befides, that 
plea for keeping men of famous principles m em- 
ployment upon the fcore of their abilities, was 
thought to be extended a liule too iar, and con- 
ftrued to take in all employments whatfoever, al¬ 
though many of them required no more abilities 
than would lerve to qualify a gentleman ufher at 
court : fo that this laft excule for the very flow 
Heps made in dilarming the adverfarks of the 
crown, was allowed indeed to have more plauhbi- 
lity, but lets truth than any of the foimer. 

£ do not here pretend to condemn the counfcls 
or actions of the prelent miniftry : their iafetv and 
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intereft are vifibly united with thofe of the public ; 
they are perfons of unqueftionable abilities, altoge- 
altogether unfufpeded of avarice or corruption, 
and have the advantage to be further recommended 
by the dread and hatred of the oppofite fadion. 
However, it is manUeft, that the zeal of their 
friends hath been cooling towards them for above 
two years paft ; they have been frequently deferred 
or dill refled upon the molt prefling occalions, and 
very near giving up in defp.tir : their characters have 
been often treated with the utmoft barbarity and 
injuftice in both houfes, by fcuri ilous and enraged 
orators ; while their neareft friends, and even thofe 
who mufl have a (hare in their dilgrace, never of¬ 
fered a word in their vindication. 

When I examine with myiclf what occafions the 
miniftry may have given for this eoldnefs, incon- 
itanry, and difeontent among their friends, I at 
the fame time recoiled the various conj ctures, rea- 
fonings, and fufpicions, which have run lb freely 
for three years paft, concerning the deligns of the 
court: I do not only mean fuch conjedures, as are 
born in a coftee-houfe, or invented by the malice 
of a party, but alfo the conclufions (however mifla- 
ken,) of wife and good men, whofe quality nnd fta- 
lion flited them to underftand tlie reafon of public 
proceedings, and in whofe power it lay to recom¬ 
mend or difgracc an adminiftration to tlie people. I 
mull therefore take the boldnefs to aff rt, that all 
thefe difeontents, how ruinous foever they may 
prove in the conlequences, have molt unneceflarily 
arifen from the want ot a due communication and 
concert. Every man muft have a light fufficient for 
the length of the way he is appointed to go ; there 
is a degree of confidence due to all ftations ; and a 
pettv conftable will neither ad chearfullv or wilely 
without that (hare of it, which properly belongs to 
him: although the main fpring in a watch be out 
of light, there is an intermediate communication 
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between it and the fmalleft wheel, or elfe no ufeful 
motion could he performed. This referved myfte- 
rious way of adding, upon points where there ap¬ 
peared not the lealt occafion for it, and towards 
perfons, who at leaft, in right of their polls, ex¬ 
pected a more open treatment, was imputed to fome 
hidden defign, which every man conjectured to be 
the very thing he was moft afraid of. ihofe who 
profeffed the height of what is called the church 
principle, lufpected, that a comprcfienlion was in¬ 
tended, wherein the moderate men on both Tides 
might be equally employed. Others went farther, 
and dreaded futh a comp ehenlion, as directly tend¬ 
ing to bring the old exploded principles and perlons 
once more into play. Again, lorrie affedted to be 
uneaiy about the fucceffiou, and feemed to think 
there was a view of introducing that perfon, what¬ 
ever he is, who pretends to claim the crown by in¬ 
heritance. Others, especially of Hte, (urmifed on 
the contrary, that the demands of the houfe o t 
Hanover were induftriouily fomented by fome in 

power, without the privity of the - or -. 

Now, although thefe accuiauons were too inconfif- 
tent to be all of them true, yet they were malici- 
oufly fuffered to pais, and thereby took off much 
of that popularity, which thofe at the helm food 
in need of, to fupport them under the difficulties 
of a long perplexing negotiation, a daily addition of 
public debts, and an exhaufted treafury. 

But the efficis of this myftical manner of pro¬ 
ceeding did not end here : for the late diffenlions 
between the great men at court (which have been, 
for fome time paft, the public entertainment of eve¬ 
ry coffeehoufe,) are faid to have arifen from the 
fame fountain; while on one fide very great re¬ 
serve, and certainly very great refeniment on the 
other *, if we may believe general report, (for I 

* Lord Oxford’s rderve wasthccaufe of Bolingbrcke’s refentment. 

pretend 









344 SOME FREE THOUGHTS UPO>J 

pretend to know no farther,) have inflamed animo- 
liries to fuch a height, «as to make all reconcilement 
impracticable. Suppofing this to be true, it may 
ierve for a great leffon of humiliation to mankind, 
to behold the habits and paffions of men, otherwife 
highly accomplished, triumphing over intereft, 
friendfhip, honour, and their own perfonal lafety, 
as well as that of their country, and probably of a 
mo ft gracious princefs, who hath intruded it to 
them. A (hip's crew quarreling in a ftorm, or 
while their enemies are within gun lhor, is but a 
faint idea of this fatal infatuation : of which, altho 
it be hard to 1'ay enough, fome people may think 
perhaps 1 have already laid too much. 

Since this unhappy incident, the defertion of 
friends, and lofs of reputation, have been fo great, 
that I do not fee how the minifters could have con¬ 
tinued many weeks in their ftations, if their oppo- 
fers of all kinds had agreed about the methods by 
which they lhould be ruined : and their prefervation 
hitherto feems to relemble h;s, who had two pot¬ 
ions given him together of contrary operations. 

It may feem very impertinent in one of my level 
to point out to thofe who fit at the helm, what 
courfe they ought to fteer. I know enough of courts 
to be feniible, how mean an opinion great minifters 
have of mo ft men’s underflanding ; to a degree, 
that in any other fcience would be called the grol- 
feft pedantry. However, unlels I offer my fenti- 
ments in this point, all I have hitherto faid will be 
to no purpofe. 

The general wifhes and dellres of a people are 
perhaps more obvious to other men, than to mini- 
iters of ft ate. There are two points of the higheft 
importance, wherein a very great majority of the 
kingdom appear perfeftly hearty and unanimous. 
Firft, that the church of EngUnd (hould be pre- 
ierved entire in all her rights, powers and privileges; 
all doctrines relating to government difeouraged, 

which 


o 























THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS. 34s 

which fhe condemns ; all fchifms, fe£ts and here- 
fies difcountenanced and kept under due fubje&ion, 
as far as confifts with the lenity of our conftitution ; 
her open enemies (among whom I include at leaft 
diflenters of all denominations; nottrufted with the 
fmalleft degree of civil or military power ; and her 
fecret adverfaries, under the name of Whigs, Low- 
church, Republicans, Moderation men and the 
like, receive no marks of favour from the crown, 
but what they fhould deferve by a fincere reforma- 

tion. f r 1 • 11 

Had this point been fteadily puriued in all its 

parts, for three years part, and afferted as the a- 
vowed refolution of the court, there muft probably 
have been an end of fattion, which hath been able 
ever fince with fo much vigour to difturb and m- 
fult the adminiftration. I know very well, that 
fome refiners pretend to argue for the ufefulnels 
of parties in fuch a government as ours : 1 have 
faid fomething of this already, and have heard a 
great many idle wife topics upon the fubjedt. but 
1 fhall not argue that matter at prefent ; 1 luppote, 
if a man thinks it neccflary to play with a ferpent, 
he will chufe one of a kind that is leaf!: mifchiev- 
ous ; otherwife, although it appears to be crulhed, 
it mav have life enough to fling him to death, bo, 
I think it is not fafe tampering with the prefent 
faction, at leaft at this juncture: firft, becaufe 
their principles and praftices have been already ve¬ 
ry dangerous to the conftifb'tion in church ami 
ftate; fecondly, becaufe they are highly irritated 
with the loft of their power, full of venom and 
vengeance, and prepared to execute every thing 
that rage or malice can fuggeft : but principally be¬ 
caufe they have prevailed by mifreprcfen rations and 
other artifices, to make the lucceflor look upon 
them as the only perfons he can truft : upon which 
account they cannot be too foon, or too much d.t- 
abled : neither will England ever be fafe from the 
Vol.V. X x attempts 
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attempts of this wicked confederacy, until their 
ftrength and intereft be fo far reduced* that, for 
the future it fhall not be in the power of the crown 
although in conjunction with any rich and factious 
body of men, to chufe an ill majority in the Houfe 
of Commons. 

One Itcp very ncceflary to this great work, will 
be to regulate the army, and chielly thofe troops, 
which in their turns have the care of her Majefty’s 
perfon; who are moft of them fitter to guard a 
prince under an high court of juftice, than feated 
on the throne. The peculiar hand of providence 
hath hatherto preferved her Majefty, encompafifed, 
whether fieeping or travelling, by her enemies : 
but fince religion teachcth us, that providence 
ought not to be tempted, it is ill venturing to trull 
that precious life any longer to thofe, who, by 
their public behaviour and difeourfe, difeover their 
impatience to fee it at an end ; that they may have 
liberty to be the inflruments of glutting at once the 
revenge of their patrons and their own. It fhould 
be well remembered, what a fatisfaClion thefe gen¬ 
tlemen (after the example of their betters) were fo 
fanguine to exprefs upon the Queen’s laft illnefs at 
Windfor, and what threatenings they ufed of refuf* 
ing to obey their general, in cafe that illnefs had 
proved fatal. Nor do I think it a want of charity 
to fufpeCt, that, in fuch an evil day, an enrag¬ 
ed faClion would be highly plealed with the 
power of the fword, and with great connivance 
leave it fo long unfheathed, until they were got 
rid of their moll formidable adverfaries. In the 
mean time it mull be a very melancholy profpeCl, 
that, whenever it fhall pleafe God to vilit us with 
this calamity, thofe who are paid to be defenders 
of the civil power, will fiand ready for any aCts of 
violence, that a junto, compofed of the greatefl e- 
nemies to the conllitution, lhall think fit to enjoin 
them. 
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The other point of great importance is the fecu- 
rity of the proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Ha- 
nover: not from any partiality to that illuftr.ous 
houfe, further than as it hath had the honour to 
mingle with the blood royal of England, and is the 
neareft branch of our legal line reformed from po- 
nerv. This point hath one advantage over the for¬ 
mer, that both parties profefs to tlelire the fame 
bleffing for pofterity, but differ about the means of 
fecuringit. Vm whence it hath come to pafs, 
that the proteftant fucceffion, in a PPJ ai ?" c * ’ 
dcfirc of the whole nation, hath proved the great 
eft topic of flander, jealoufy, fufpicon and d.lcon- 

tC Thave been fo curious as to afk feveral acquain¬ 
tances among the oppolite party, whether 'they,or 
their leaders, did really iulpeft there had been ever 
any defign in the miniftry to weaken the fucceffion 
‘m favour of the pretender, or of any other perfon 
whatfoever. Some of them freely anfwered m the 
negative : others were of the fame opinion, but ad¬ 
ded they did not know what might be done in 
time and upon farther provocations : others again 
feemed to believe the affirmative, but could nevei 
oroduce anv plaufible grounds for their belief. 1 
have likewffibeen affined by a perfon of (om : con- 
fequence, that, during a very near and content 
familiarity with the great men at court for tout 
years naft, he never could obferve, even in thole 
hours P of converfation where there is ufuaUy leaft 

reftraint that one word ever pafled among t t 

ddmikco ,h« prrf». ffr'i,"”' 1 ; 
they would fometimes lament, that th ‘ P , 
fema.ion of .heir's and .he 

made Come impreffioo, m .he nnnd ol ■ 

As to my own circle of acquaintance, 1 can ure y 
%L ® I at excepting thoie who are nonjurors by 
„™fTffion i haie no. me. wi.h above ..... perloos 

»Lo appeared <o ta« »»J '«'»P ks eoneero.ns »e 
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prefent limitation of the crown. I therefore think 
it may very impartially he pronounced, that the 
number of thofe, who wifh to fee the fon of the 
abdicated prince upon the throne, is altogether in- 
confiderable. And further, I believe it will be 
found, that there are none w ho fo much dread a- 
ny attempt he (hall make for the recovery of his 
imagined rights, as the Roman Catholics of Eng¬ 
land ; who love their freedom and properties too 
well to defirf* his entrance by a French army, and a 
field of blood ; who mull continue upon the fame 
foot if he changeth his religion, and muff expert 
to be the fit ft and greateft fufferers if he fhould 
happen to fail. 

As to the perfon of this nominal prince, he lies 
under all manner of difadvantages : the vulgar i- 
maginc him to have been a child impofed upon 
the nation, by the fraudulent zeal of his parents 
and their bigotted counftllors ; who took fpecial 
care, againft all the rules of common policy, to e- 
ducate him in their hateful fuperftition, fucked in 
with his milk and confirmed in his manhood, too 
ftrong to be now fliaken by Mr. Leflcy * ; and a 
counterfeit converfation will be too grofs to pafs 
upon the kingdom, after what we have feen and 
fuftered from the like practice in his father. lie is 
likewife faid to be of weak inrellediuals, and an un ¬ 
found conftitution : he was treated contemptibly e- 
nough by the young princes of France, even dur¬ 
ing the war; is now wholly negledlcd by that 
crown, and driven to live in exile upon a fmall ex¬ 
hibition : he is utterly unknown in England, which 
he left in the cradle : his father’s friends are moll 
of them dead, the reft antiquated or poor. Six and 

* Lcfley was a nonjuri- g clergyman, who wrote a letter from 
E rleduc in L Train, the place the pretender’s refidence, addrelfed 
to a member of parliament in London, in praife and on behalf of 
h:s prince. The letter was primed, and publicly handed about in 
London. 
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twenty years have almoft paft fince the revolution, 
and the bulk of thofe who are now moll in action, 
either at court, in parliament, or public offices, 
were then boys at fchool or the univerfities, and 
look upon that great change to have happened dur¬ 
ing a period of time for which they are not ac¬ 
countable. The logic of the higheft lories is now, 
that this was the eftablifhment they found, as loon 
as they arrived to a capacity of judging; that they 
had no hand in turning out the late king, and 
therefore have no crime to anfwer for, if it were ti¬ 
ny : that the inheritance to the crown is fixed in 
purfuance of laws made ever fince their remem¬ 
brance, by which all papifts are excluded, and they 
have no other rule to go by : that they will no 
more difpute King William Ill’s, title, than King 
William Fs.; lince they muff have recourfe to hi- 
ftory for both : that they have been inftrudled in 
the dodtrines of paffive obedience, non-refiftance 
and hereditary right, and find them all neceflary 
for preferving the prefent eftablilhment in church 
and date, and for continuing the fucceffion in the 
houfe of Hanover, and muff, in their own opinion 
renounce all thofe doctrines, by fetting up any o- 
ther title to the crown. This, I fay, feems to be 
the political creed of all the high-principled men I 
have for fome time met with of forty years old and 
under; which although I do not pretend to juftify 
in every part, yet I am fure it fets the proteftant 
fucceffion upon a much firmer foundation, than all 
the indigefted fchemes of thofe who profefs to a£fc 
upon what they call revolution-principles. 

Neither fhould it perhaps be foon forgotten, that, 
during the greatefl licentioufnefs of the prefs, while 
the facred character of the Queen was every day in- 
fulted in factious papers and ballads, not the lead 
refledting iniinuation ever appeared againft the Ha¬ 
nover family, whatever occafion was offered to in¬ 
temperate 
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temperate pen?, by the rafhnefs or indifcretion of 
one or two miniders from thence. 

From all thefe confideraiions, I muft therefore 
lay it down as an i neon te ft able truth, that the fuc- 
ceffion to thefe kingdoms in the illudrious houfe of 
Hanover, is as firmly fecured as the nature of the 
thing can poflibly admit •, by the oaths of all thole 
who arc intruded with any office, by the very prin¬ 
ciples of thole who arc termed the High Church, 
by the general inclinations of the people, by the in- 
fignificancy of that perfon who claims it from in¬ 
heritance and the little aflidance he can expert, ei¬ 
ther from princes abroad, or adherents at home. 

However, lince the virulent oppofers of the queen 
and her adminidration, have fo far prevailed by 
their emiflaries at the court of Hanovtr, and by 
their practices upon one or two ignorant, unman¬ 
nerly MeiTcngcrs trom thence, as to make the Llec- 
tor defire fome farther fecurity, and lend over a 
Memorial here to that end : 1 he great quedion is, 
how to give reafonable fatisfaffion to His Highnefs, 
and (what is infinitely of greater confequence) at 
the fame time, coniult the honour and fafety of 
the Queen, whofe quiet Pofllfiion is of much more 
conftquence to us of the prefent age, than his Re- 
verfion. The fubdance uf his memorial, if I re¬ 
tain it right, is to defire that fome one of his fami¬ 
ly might live in England, with fuch a maintenance 
as is ufual to thole of the royal blood, and that 
certain titles Ihould be conferred upon the reft, ac¬ 
cording to ancient cuftom. 'The memorial doth 
not fpecify which of the family ihould be invited 
to refide here; and if it had, I believe however her 
Majedy would have looked upon it as a circum- 
ftance left to her own choice. 

But, as all this is mod manifedlv unneceflary in 
itfelf, and only »n compliance with the midaken 
doubts of a prefumptive heir; io the nation would 
(to fpeak in the language of Mr. Steel) expect, that 

her 
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her Majcfty (hould be made perfectly ealy from 
that fide for the future ; no more to be alarmed with 
apprehentions of vifits or demands ot writs, where 
* (he hath not thought fit to give any invitation. 
The nation would likewife expeft, that there (hould 
be an end of all private commerce between that 
court and the leaders of a party here ; and, that 
his Electoral Highnefs (hould declare himfelt entire¬ 
ly fatisfied with all her Majefty’s proceedings, her 
treaties of peace and commerce, her alliances aoioa 
her choice of minifters at home, and particularly 
in her molt gracious condefcenfions, to his requelt. 
that he would, upon all proper occalions, and in 
the mod public manner, difeover his utter difli.-.e 
of factious perfons and principles, but, efpecially 
of that party, which under the pretence or (belter 
of his piotoftion, hath fo long dilquieted the king¬ 
dom : and laftlv, that he would acknowledge tne 
eoodnefs of the Queen, and juitice of the nation, 
in fo fully fecuring tne fuc eflion to his farni.y. 

It is indeed a problem which I could never com¬ 
prehended, why the court of Hanover, who have 
all along thought themlelves fo perfeftiy "-cure in 
the affections, the principles, and the proteffions of 
the Low-Church party, (hould net have endeavour¬ 
ed, according to the ulual politics of piinces, 
wain over thofe who were reprefented as their ene¬ 
mies ; fince thefe fuppofed enemies had fo many ad¬ 
vances, were in polTffion of all the powers, had 
framed the very fettlemept to which that illuftrious 
family owes its claim ; had all of them abjured the 
pretender; were now employed in the gicat otnees 
of (fate, and compofed a majority in both houle, 
of parliament. Not to mention, that the Queen 

« BaronSchutz, envoy extraordimrv from the f* hn° f.^fP'"j 
demand d a Writ for the Eleftoral Prince to ■•« - “ »-old 
as Duke of Cimhridge, and it was expected, that his Hi a hn 
hare made a vific to the Couit ot London. ^er- 
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herfelf, with the bulk of the landed gentry and 
commonalty throughout the kingdom, were of the 
number. "This, one would think, might be a ftrength 
fufficient not only to obltruft but to beftow a fuc- 
ccflion : and fmee the prefumed heir could not but 
be perfeftlv fecure of the other party, whole great¬ 
er avowed grievance was the pretended danger of 
his future rights ; it might therefore furely have 
been worth his while, to have made at leaftone ftep 
towards cultivating a fair correfpondencc with the 
power in polKflion. Neither could thofe, who are 
called his friends, have blamed him, or with the 
leaft decency enter into any engagements for defeat¬ 
ing his title. 

Rut why may not the reafons of this proceeding 
in the eleftor be direftly contrary to what is com¬ 
monly imagined ? Methinks I could endeavour to 
believe, that his Highnels is thoroughly acquainted 
with both parties ; is convinced, that no true mem¬ 
ber of the church of England can eafiiy be fhaken 
in his principles of loyalty, or forget the obligation 
of an oath, by any provocation : That thefe arc 
therefore the people he intends to rely upon, and 
keeps only fair with the others, from a true notion 
lie hath of their doftrines, which prompt them to 
forget their duty upon every motive of intereft or 
ambition. If this conje&ure be right, his Highnefs 
cannot fure but entertain a very high efteem of fuch 
minifters, who continue to aft under the dread and 
appearance of a fucceflor’s utmoft difpleafure, and 
the threats of an enraged faftion, whom he is fup- 
pofed alone to favour, and to be guided entirely in 
his judgement of Britifh affairs and perfons by their 
opinions. 

But to return from this digreflion : the prefence 
of that infa t prince * among us could not, I think, 

• The infant prince was the fon of the ele&oral p irce of Hanover 
who might be cholen to rtfide here in coi.fe^uentc of the Memorial. 
Seep. 351. 
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In any fort, be inconfiftent with the fafety of the 
Queen ; he would be in no danger of being corrup¬ 
ted in his principles, or expofed in his perfon by 
vicious companions; he could be at the head of no 
factious clubs and cabals, nor be attended by a hi¬ 
ved rabble, which his flatterers might reprefent as 
popularity. He would have none of that impatience 
which the frailty of human nature gives to expect¬ 
ing heirs. There would be no pretence for men to 
make their court by affecting German modes and 
refinements in drefs or behaviour : nor would there 
be an occafion of infinuating to him, how much 
more his levee was frequentecl than the anti cham¬ 
bers of St. James’s. Add to all this, the advanta¬ 
ges of being educated in our religion, laws, lan¬ 
guage, manners, nature of the government, each 
lb very different from ihofe he would leave behind. 
By which likewife he might be highly ufeful to his 
father, if that prince fhould happen to furvive her 

Majefty. , . 

The late King William, who, after his marriage 
with the lady Mary of England, could have no 
probable expectation of the crown, and very little e- 
ven of being a Queen’s hufband, (the Duke of York 
having a young wife,) was no ftranger to our lan¬ 
guage or manners, and went often to the chapel 
of his princefs; which I obferve the rather, became 
I could heartily with the fame difpofition were m 

another court,'and becaufe it may be difagreeable 

to a prince to take up new doCtrines on a ludden, 
or fpeak to his fubjeCts by an interpreter. 

An ill-natured or inquilitive man may lull, per¬ 
haps defire to prefs the queftion farther, by afk- 
ing, what is to be done, in cafe it (hould fo happen, 
that this malevolent working party at home hath 
credit enough with the court of Hanover, to conti¬ 
nue the fufpicion, jealouiy, and uneafinefs there 
againft the Queen and her mini Airy; to make iuch 
demands be ftill infifted on, as are by no means 
Vot. V. Y y thought 
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thought proper to be complied with ; and in the 
mean time to (land at arms length with her M.jefty, 
and in dole conjunction with thofe who opptffe her. 

I take the anfwer to be eafy ; in all Cornells, the 
fa ft ft way is to put thofe we difpute with, as much 
in the wrong as we can. When her Majefiy fliall 
have Offered ftich or the like concefTions as I have 
above mentioned, in order to remove thofe icruplcs, 
artificially raifed in the mind of the expc&ant heir, 
and to divide him from that faction by which he is 
fuppoled to have been milled; flic hath done as 
much as any prince can do, and more than^ an X 
'other would probably do in her cafe; and will be 
justified before God and man, whatever be the 
event. The equitable part of thofe who now fide 
again ft the court, will probably be more temperate; 
and, if a due difpatch be made in placing the civil 
and military power in the hands of fuch as wifli 
well to the conftitution, it cannot be any way for 
the quiet or intcrefl of a fucceffor to gratify fo finall 
a fadtion, as will probably then remain, at the ex¬ 
pence of a much more numerous and confidentblj? 
pan of his fubjedts. Neither do 1 fee hovy i]\c 
principles of fuch a party, either in religion or go£ 
vernment, will prove very agreeable, becaufe* J| 
think Luther and Calvin Seem to have differed is 
much as any two among the reformers: and b6j 
caufe a German prince will probably be fufpicioujs 
of thofe who think they can never deprefs the pre¬ 
rogative enough. y 

But fuppollng, once for all, as far as poflible^ 
that the Elector ftiould utterly refufe to be upon 
any terms of confidence w»th the prefent miniiliy^ 
and all others of their principles, as enemies to him 
and the fuccefljon ; nor eafy with the Queen hcr- 
felf, but upon fuch conditions as will not be 
thought confident with her fa^ety and honour ; 
and continue to place all his hopes and truft in the 
difeontented party : I think it were humbly to be 
* ; willed. 
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wi fried, that whenever the fucceftion (liall take place, 
the alterations intended by the new prince (hould be 
made by himfelf, and not by his deputies ; becaufe 
I am of opinion, that the claufe empowering the 
fucceffor to appoint a latent unlimited number, ad¬ 
ditional to the (even regents named in the a<ft, went 
upon a fuppofition, that th<? fecret committee would 
be of fuch, whofe enmity and contrary principles 
difpofed them to confound the reft. King William* . 
whofe title was much more controverted than that 
of her Majefty’s tuccejlbr can ever probably be, did 
for feveral years leave the admimftration of the 
kingdom in the hands of Lords Juft ices, during the 
height of a war, and while the abdicated piince 
himfelf was frequently attempting an invafion s from 
whence one might imagine, that the regents ap¬ 
pointed by parliament upon the demile of the 
crown, would be able to keep the peace duiing an 
abfence of a few weeks without any colleagues. 
However, I am pretty confident that the only rea- 
fon, why a power was given of chufing dormant 
viceroys, was to take away all pretence of a neceiii- 
ty to invite over any of the family here, duiing net 
Majefty’s life. So that I do not well apprehend what 
arguments the Eledor can ufe to infill upon both. 

To conclude, the only way of fecuring the con- 
ftitution in church and ftate, and confequemly^his 
very Proteftant fucceftion itfelf, will be by left! tying 
the power of our domeftic adverfaries as much as 
can poffibly conlift with the lenity of our govern¬ 
ment ; and if this be not fpeedily done, it will be 
eafy to point where the nation is to fix the blame ; 
for we are well allured, that fince the account her 
Maiefty received of the cabals, the triumphs, the 
inl’olent behaviour of the whole faction during her 
late illnefs at Windl'or, Ihe hath been as willing to. 
fee them deprived of all power to do mil chief, as 
any of her tnpfr zealous and loyal fubjecls can de¬ 
fire. 
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Thoughts on Various Subjects. 

tt'E have juft enough religion to make us hate, 
VV but not enough to make us love one ano¬ 
ther. . . 

JKcflcft on things pad, as wars, negotian ns, 
factions, &c. we enter fo little into rhofe intcreds, 
that we wonder how men could pofTibly be fo bufy 
and concerned for thing fo traniiiory , look on the 
prelent times, we find the fame humour, yet won¬ 
der not at all. 

A wile man endeavours, by confidering all cir- 
cumdances, to make conjectures, and form con- 
clulions; but the fmalled accident interveening, 
(and in the courle of affairs it is impoflible to fore¬ 
fee all,) does often produce fuch turns and changes, 
that at lad he is juft fo much in doubt of events as 
the mod ignorant and unexperienced perfon. 

Pofitivcnds is a good quality for preachers and 
orators, becaufe he that would obtrude his thoughts 
and reaions upon a multitude, will convince others 
the more, as he appears convinced hi in fe If. 

How is it podible to expeft that mankind will 
take advice, when they will not fo much as take 
warning ? 

I forget whether advice be among the lod things 
which Aridotle fays are to be found in the moon ; 
that and time ought to have been there 

No preacher is" lidened to but time, which gives 
us the fame train and turn of thought that cider 
people have tried in vain to put into our heads be¬ 
fore. 

When we defire or follicit any thing, our minds 
run wholly on the good fide or circumdances of it; 

vyhe* 
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when it is obtained, our minds run wholly on the 
bail ones. 

In a glafs- houfe the workmen often fling in a 
{mail quantity of frefli coals, which feems to dif- 
turb the fire, but very much enlivens it. I his feems 
to allude to a gentle ftirring of the paffions, that 
the mind may not languilh. _ 

Religion feems to have grown an infant with age, 
and requires miracles to nurle it as it had in its in • 

All firs of pleafure are balanced by an equal de¬ 
gree of pain or languor; it is like fpending this year 
part of the next year's revenue. 

fhe latter part of a wife man s life is taken up 
in curing the follies, prejudices, and falfe opinions 
he had contracted in the former. 

Would a writer know how to behave himfelf 
with relation to pofterity, let him confi.ler in old 
books what he finds that he is glad to know, and 
what omifiions he moft laments. . 

Whatever the poets pretend, it is plain they give 
immortality to none but themfelves : it is Homel¬ 
and Virgil we reverence and admire, not Achilles 
or jEneas. With hiftorians it is quite the contrary; 
our thoughts are taken up with the a&ions, and 
events we read, and we little regard the authors. 

When a true genius appears in the word, you 
may know him by this fign, that the dunces are all 

in confederacy againft him. 

Men who pofiefs all the advantages of life, are 
in a ftate where there are many accidents to diloi* 
der and difcompofe, but few to pleafe them. 

It is unwil'e to punifh cowards with ignominy; 
for if they had regarded that, they would not have 
been cowards: death is their proper punifhment, 

becaufe they fear it moll. 

The greateft inventions were produced m the 

times of ignorance; as the ule o* the compals, cun 
* powder, 
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powder, and printing; and by the dulleft nation, 
as the Germans. 

One argument to prove, that the common rela¬ 
tions of ghofts and fpe&res are generally fajfe, may 
be drawn from the opinion held, that fpirits aic 
never feen by more than one perfon at a time , that 
is to fay, it feldom happens to ab've one perfon in 
a company, to be po(Tcfled with any high degree 
of fplcen or melancholy. 

I am apt to think, that in the day of judgement 
there will be fqull allowance given to the wife for 
their want of morals, and to the ignorant for their 
want of faith, becaufe both are without excufe. 
This renders the advantages equal of ignorance and 
knowledge. But fome lcruples in the wife, and 
fome vices in the ignorant, will perhaps be forgiven 
upon the ftrength of temptation, to each. 

The value ot feveral circumftances in ftory lefTcns 
very much by diftance of time, though fome mi¬ 
nute circumftances are very valuable ; and it re¬ 
quires great judgement in a writer to diftinguifh. 

It is grown a word of courf , for writers to fay, 
This critical age, as divines fay, This finful age. 

It is pleafant to obferve how free the prefent age 
is in laying taxes on the next : Future ages Jhall talk 
sf this; this/ball be famous to all pojlerity: whereas 
their time and thoughts will be taken up about pre¬ 
fent things, as ours are now. 

The c »mcleon, who is laid to feed upon nothing 
but air, hath of all animals the nimbleft tongue. 

When a man is made a fpiritual peer he lpfes his 
firname ; when a temporal, his chjrftian name. 

It is in difpmes as in armies, where the weaker 
fide fets up falfc lights, and makes a great noile, to 
make the enemy believe them more numerous and 
itrong than they really are. 

Some men, under the notions of weeding out 
prejudices, eradicate virtue, honefty, and religion. 

In <V 4 well inftituted commonwealths, care lias 

been 
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been taken to limit mens poffeflions ; which is done 
for many reafons, and among the reft, tor one 
which perhaps is not often conftdered, that when 
bounds are let to mens deftres, after they have ac¬ 
quired as much as the laws will permit them, their 
private intereft is at an end, and they have nothing 
to do but take care of the public. 

There are but three ways for a man to revenge 
himklf of the cenfure of the world *, to defpife it, to 
return the like, or to endeavour to live fo as to 
avoid it : the firft of thefe is ufually pretended, the 
laft is almoft impoffibie,*the univerlal practice is for 
the fecond. 

Herodotus tells us ? that in cold countries beads 
very feldom have horns, but in hot they have very 
large ones. This might bear a very pleafant appli¬ 
cation. ' . . 

1 never heard a finer piece of fatire agamic 
lawyers, than that of aftrologers, when they pre¬ 
tend by rules of art to tell when a fuit will end, and 
whether to the advantage of the plaintiff or defend¬ 
ant ; thus making the matter depend entirely upon 
the influence of the ftars, without the leaft regard 
to the merits of the caufe. . 

The expreffion in Apocrypha, about Tobit and 
his dog following him, I have often heard ridicu¬ 
led, yet Homer has the fame words of Telemachus 
more than once ; and Virgil fays iomething like it 
of Evander. And I take the book of Tobit to be 

partly poetical. . 

I have known fome men poffelied of good quali¬ 
ties, which were very ferviceable to others, but ule- 
lefs to themfelves - y like a lun-dial on the front of a 
houfe, to inform the neighbours and paffengers, 
but not the owner within. 

If a man would regifter all his opinions upon 
love, politics, religion, learning, &c. beginning 
from his youth, and fo go on to old age, what a 
J bundle 
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bundle of intonfiftencics and contradictions would 
appear at laft ? 

What they do in heaven wc are ignorant of; what 
they do not we are told exprcfly, that they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage. 

When a man obfcrves the choice of ladies now 
a-days in the dilpenfing of their favours, can he 
forbear paying lome veneration to the memory 
of thole mares mentioned by Xenophon *, who, 
while their manes were on, that is, while they were 
in their beauty, would never admit the etnbraccs of 

an afs. 1 „ . , 

It is a mifcrablc thing to live in fufpence ; it is the 

life of a fprder. 

Vive quidem , pende tamen y improba, diXtt. 

Ovid. Metam. 

The Stoical fcheme of fupplying our wants by 
lopping off our dcfircs, is like cutting off our feet 
when we want (hoes. 

Phyficians ought not to give their judgement of 
religion, for the fame reafon that butchers are not 
admitted to be jurors upon life and death. 

The reafon, why fo few marriages are happy, is 
becaufe young ladies fpend their time in making 
nets, not in making cages. 

If a man will obferve as he walks the ftreets, I 
believe he will find the merrieft countenances in 
mourning coaches. 

Nothing more unqualifies a man to aft with pru¬ 
dence, than a misfortune that is attended with fhair.e 
and guilt. 

The power of fortune is confcfled only by the 
miserable ; for the happy impute all their fuccefs to 
prudence or merit. 

Ambition often puts men upon doing the mean- 
eft offices : fo climbing is performed in the fame 
pofture with creeping. 

• De Re EqueAii, 
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Ill company is like a dog, who dirts thofe molt 
whom he loves beft. 

Cenfure is the tax a man pays to the public for 
being eminent. 

Although men are accufed for not knowing their 
own weaknefs, yet perhaps as few know their own 
ftrength. It is in men as in foils, where fomerimes 
there is a vein of gold which the owner knows not 
of. 

Satire is reckoned the eafieft of all wit; but I take 
it to be otherwife in very bad times : for it is as 
hard to fatirize well a man of diftinguiftied vices, 
as to praife well a man of diftinguilhed virtues. 

It is eafy enough to do either to people of moderate 
chara&ers. 

Invention is the talent of youth, and judgement 
of age; fo that our judgement grov/s harder to 
pleafe, when we have fewer things to offer it: this 
goes through the whole commerce of life. When 
we are old, our friends find it difficult to pleafe us, 
and are lefs concerned whether we be pleafed or 
no. 

No wife man ever wiffied to be younger. 

An idle reafon leffens the weight of the good 
ones you gave before. 

The motives of the beft actions will not bear too 
ftridt an inquiry. It is allowed, that the caufe of 
moft actions, good or bad, may be refolved into 
the love of ourfelves; but the felf-love of fome men 
inclines them to pleafe others; and the fclf-love of 
others is wholly employed in pleafing themfelves. 
This makes the great diftinction between virtue and 
vice. Religion is the beft motive of all actions, yet 
religion is allowed to be the liigheft inftance of felf- 
love. 

When the world has once begun to ufe us ill, it 
afterwards continues the fame treatment with lefs 
fcruple or ceremony, as men do to a whore. 

Old men view beft at a diftance with the eyes’* 
Vol V. Z z of 
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of their underftanding as well as with thofc of na¬ 
ture 

Some people take more care to hide their wif- 
dom than their tolly. 

Arbitrary power is the natural objeft of temptati¬ 
on to a prince, as wine or women to a young fel¬ 
low, or a bribe to a judge, or avarice to old age, 
or vanity to a woman. 

Anthony Henley’s farmer dying of an atthma, 
faid, Well, if I can get this bFeath once out, I’ll 
lake care it fhall never get in again. 

The humour of exploding many things under 
the name of trifles, fopperies, and only imaginary 
goods, is a very falfe proof either of wildom or 
magnanimity, and a great check to virtuous acti¬ 
ons. For inftance, with regard to fame, there is 
in mod people a reluctance and unwillingncfe ro be 
forgotten. We obferve even among the vulgar, 
liow fond they are to have an infeription over their 
grave. It requires but little philofophy to difeover 
and obferve that there is no intrinfic value in all 
this; however, if it be founded in our nature, as 
an incitement to virtue, it ought not to be ridicul¬ 
ed. 

Complaint is the largeft tribute heaven receives, 
and the fincereft part of our devotion. 

The common fluency of fpeech in many men, 
and mod women, is owing to a fcarcitv of matter, 
and a fcarcity of words ; for whoever is a matter 
of language, and hath a mind full of ideas, will be 
apt in fpeaking tohetttate upon the choice of both : 
whereas common fpeakers have only one fet of i- 
deas, and one fet of words to clothe them in ; and 
thefe are always ready at the mouth : fo people 
come fatter out of a church when it is almoft emp¬ 
ty, than when a croud is at the door. 

Few are qualified to fhine in company; but it is 
in moft mens power to be agreeable. The reafon 
therefore, why converfation runs fo low at prelent, 

is 
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is not the defedt of undemanding, but pride, va¬ 
nity, ill-nature, affedlation, Angularity, pofitive- 
nefs, or fotne other vice, the elledt of a wrong e- 
ducation. 

To be vain is rather a mark of humility than 
pride. Vain men delight in telling what honours 
have been done them, what great company they 
have kept, and the like ; by which they plainly 
confefs that thefe honours were more than their 
due, and fuch as their friends would not believe 
if they had not been told : whereas a man truly 
proud thinks the greateft honours below his merit, 
and confequently icorns to boaft. 1 therefore de¬ 
liver it as a maxim, that whoever defires the cha- 
radler of a proud man, ought to conceal his vani- 
ty. 

Law, in a free country, is, or ought to be, the 
determination of the majority of thole who have 
property in land. 

One argument ufed to the difadvantage of pro¬ 
vidence, I take to be a very ftrong one in its de¬ 
fence. It is objedled, that ftorms and tempefis, 
unfruitful feafons, ferpents, fpiders, flies, and o- 
ther noxious or troublefome animals, with many 
more inftances of the like kind, difcover an imper- 
fedtion in nature, becaufe human life would be 
much eafier without them : but the defign of pro¬ 
vidence may clearly be perceived in this proceeding. 
The motions of the fun and moon ; in lhort, the 
whole fyftem of theuniverfe, as far as philolophers 
have been able to difcover and oblerve, are in the 
utmoft degree of regularity and perfedtion; but 
wherever God hath left to man the power ol inter- 
poling a remedy by thought or labour, there he 
hath placed things in a Rate of imperfedtion on 
purpofc to ftir up human induftrv, without which 
life would ftagnate, or indeed rather could not .ub* 
fill at all: Curis acuunt mortalii corda. 

Praife is the daughter of prefent power. 

z?2 
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How inconfiftcnt is man with himfelf ? 

I have known fevcral perfons of great fame for 
wiliiom in public affairs and councils governed by 
icoliih feivants. 

1 have known great miniftcrs, diftinguifhed for 
wit and learning, who preferred none but dunces. 

1 have known men of great valour cowards to 
their wives. 

1 have known men of the greateft cunning per¬ 
petually cheated. 

1 knew three great minifters, who could exactly 
compute and Ictilc the accounts of a kingdom, but 
were wholly ignorant of their own ^economy. 

The preaching of divines helps to preferve well- 
inclined men in the courfe of virtue, but fcldom or 
never reclaims the vicious. 

Princes ufually make wifer choices than the fer- 
vants whom they trult for the difpofal of places. I 
have known a prince, more than once, chufe ail 
able minifter ; but I never obfet ved that minifier 
to ufe his credit in the difpofal of an employment 
to a perfon whom he thought the fitteft for it. 
One of the greateft in this age owned and excufed 
the matter from the violence of parties, and the un- 
reafonablcnefs of friends. 

Small caufcs are lufficient to make a man uneafy, 
when great ones are not in the way : for want of a 
block he will ftumble at a ftraw. 

Dignity, high liation, or great riches, are in 
fome fort neceflary to old men, in order to keep 
the younger at a diftancc, who are otherwife too 
apt to infult them upon the fcore of their age. 

Every man ddires to live long ; but no man 
would be old. l.ove of flattery in moft men pro¬ 
ceeds from the mean opinion they have of them- 
fclves ; in women from the contrary. 

If books and laws continue to increafe as they 
have done for fifty years pa ft, I am in fome con¬ 
cern 
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cern for future ages, how any man will be learned, 
or any man a lawyer. 

Kings are commonly faid to have long hands ; I 
wifh they had as long ears. 

Princes in their infancy, childhood and youth, 
are faid to difcover prodigious parts and wit, to 
fpeak things that furprife and aftonifli: ftrange, fo 
many hopeful princes, and fo many fhameful 
kings! If they happen to die young, they would 
have been prodigies of wifdom and virtue : if they 
live, they are often prodigies indeed, but of ano¬ 
ther fort. 

Politics, as the word is commonly underftood, 
are nothing but corruptions, and confequently of 
no tife to a good king, or a good miniftry; for 
which reafon courts are fo over-run with politics. 

Silenus, the fofter-father of Bacchus, is always 
carried by an afs, and has horns on his head. The 
moral is, that drunkards are led by fools, and have 
a great chance to be cuckolds. 

Venus, a beautiful good-natured lady, was the 
goddefs of love *, Juno, a terrible fhrew, the god- 
defs of marriage; and they were always mortal e- 
nemies. 

1 hofe who are ngaind religion, muft needs be 
fools : and therefore we read, that, of all animals, 
God refuted the iirft-born of an afs. 

A very little wit is valued in a woman, as we are 
pleated With a few words fpoken plain by a parrot. 

A nice man is a man of nafty ideas. 

Apollo was held the god of phylic, and fender 
of dileafes. Both were originally the fame trade, 
and Pill continue. 

Old men and comets have been reverenced for 
the fame reafon ; their long beards, and pretences 
to foretel evenrs. 

A perfon was alkcd at court what he thought of 
an ambaflador, and his train, who were all em¬ 
broidery and lace, full of bows, cringes, and gef* 
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turcs ; he faid it was Solomon’s importation, gohl 

There is a ftory in Paufanias of a plot for betray¬ 
ing of a city difeovered by the braying of an als: 
the cackling of geefe faved the capitol, and Cata- 
line’s confpiracy was difeovered by a whore. 1 hefc 
arc the only three animals, as far as I remember, 
famous in hiftory as evidences and informers. 

Moft forts of diverfion in men, children, and 
other animals, are an imitation of fighting. 

Auguftus meeting an als with a lucky name, 
foretold himfelf good fortune. I meet many afles 
but none of them have lucky names. 

If a man makes me keep my diftance, the com¬ 
fort is, he keeps his at the fame time. 

Who can deny that all men are violent lovers 
of truth, when we fee them fo pofitive in their er¬ 
rors which they will maintain out of their zeal to 
truth, although they coutradift themfelves every 

da Kat h was h «cdlently obferved, fay I, when I 
read a paffage in an author, where his opinion a- 
grees with mine. When we differ, there I pro¬ 
nounce him to be miftaken. 

Very few men, properly fpeaking, live at pre- 
ent. but are providing to live another time. 

As univerfal a practice as lying is, and as eafy a 
one as it leems, 1 do not remember to have heard 
three eood lies in all my conversation, even trom 
thofe who were moft celebrated in that faculty. 


The End of the Fifth Volume. 
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